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INTRODUCTION 


The vast historical project which was in its execution to occupy 
nearly the whole remaining portion of Carlyle's working life may 
first have suggested itself to him as early as 1844, a good many 
years, that is to say, before it took definite shape as a determined 
plan. For, as we know from his distinguished biographer, it was 
in 1844 that he first came across Preuss's work upon Frederick, 
and he had thoughts of an expedition to Berlin after finishing 
CromwelL In the interval, however, between the birth of his con- 
ception and the beginnings of his attempt to realise it, he had still 
nauch literary work to do. It was during these years that he pub- 
lished the Latter Day Pamphlets, the most vehemently controversial 
of all his writings, and the Life of Sterling, which, on the other 
hand, is perhaps the one among them all which divides readers the 
least. Not until this last-named volume had been got off his hands 
did he at length resolve upon undertaking the great biography 
and settle resolutely down to the collection and arrangement of 
his mountainous materials. From that time forth until the appear- 
ance of the last volume — fourteen years later — his life, according 
to his own incessant complaints, was a continuous martyrdom, 
in which Mrs. Carlyle too often involuntarily shared. It was at 
the end of 1851 that he set seriously to work, commencing hy six 
months of steady reading, during which he cut himself almost 
entirely from his wife's society, and was only at last driven from 
his seclusion by the ' maddening ’ noise of the workmen engaged 
in the repairs of his house. A tour in Germany followed in the 
autumn of 1852, and, returning enriched with fresh materials 
for his biography. Carlyle applied himself doggedly to his task in 
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London throughout the whole of the next two years. Nor indeed 
till the autumn of the year following does he seem to have 
allowed himself any respite from his laboursi In August 1855, 
however, and at intervals in 1856, we find him indulging in 
occasional holidays ; but in the winter of the latter year, he again 
buried himself among his books at Chelsea and took another long 
spell of work in the ^ sound-proof' room which he had erected at 
the top of his house. In July 1857 the first chapters of Frederick 
were at last getting into print, and in the autumn of 1858 he 
again visited Germany on a tour of inspection of the historic 
scenes of the Seven Years' War, thus enabling himself to combine 
the fine dramatic quality of his battle-pieces with a technical and 
scientific accuracy which has earned for his Frederick the Great a 
well-merited place among the text-books of German military 
students. He returned to England in September 1858, and a 
little later — that is to say, more than seven years after the com- 
mencement of the work — its first two volumes were given to the 
world. Its success was immediate, and considering its subject, 
remarkable, four thousand copies being sold before the end of the 
year. The third volume appeared in 1862, the fourth in 1864^, 
and the fifth and sixth, by which the great work was brought to a 
conclusion, in 1865. 

To call in question the merits of this colossal biography would 
be of course absurd. Even were it not informed— one cannot per- 
haps say throughout, but in many brilliant passages and pages— 
by Carlyle's extraordinary genius, it would yet remain a monu- 
ment of historical industry and acumen, and an achievement on 
which, though it stood alone, the most ambitious of historians 
might be well content to rest his fame; We cannot everi say 
that, with due allowance made where allowance is due, it is in 
any way inferior in execution i to its author’s loffcy standard of 
literary workmanship. Emerson, as quoted by Mr. Leslie Stephen, 
pronounced it ^ the wittiest book in the world/ and it is certainly 
rich in the inimitable humour of the mind which gave it birth. 
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Still it cannot be denied that the work is guilty of a double 
offence against the canons of proportion. Great as was the part 
played by Frederick n. in the history of his country^ and indirectly 
in that of Europe, it can hardly be contended that it deserved 
treatment at such portentous length. Nor, even if such a con- 
tention were tenable, can it be admitted that the various parts of 
this monumental structure stand in due relation to each other. 
The biographer unquestionably dwells at excessive length on the 
parentage and upbringing of his hero, and takes an unconscionable 
time in getting to close quarters with the real subject of his 
narrative. The early years and training of Frederick, and the 
stem experiences of his youth, had, no doubt, an important bearing 
on his future career, which indeed would be hardly intelligible 
without a somewhat full account not only of his predecessor's 
work of military organisation, but of the singularly though 
undesignedly fortifying discipline to which he subjected his son. 
But Carlyle lingers beyond all tolerable measure over his minute 
portrait of the brutal old grenadier, and his readiness in excuse 
or palliation of Frederick William's half- insane excesses of 
savagery, is not only irritating in itself, but, worse still, is apt to 
beget a not unnatural distrust of his advocacy when he comes to 
deal with the more questionable passages of his hero's life. 

The general dimensions, however, of the ' Frederick/ and even 
the undue elaboration of its preliminaries, were determined by 
causes which it is not difficult to indicate. Carlyle had always 
been too apt to write both history and biography in the spirit of 
the denunciatory political prophet, and the habit had grown upon 
him with years. The spirit in question may almost be said to have 
dictated his choice of a subject. His enthusiasm for the founder 
of the Prussian Monarchy was partly factitious; indeed if certain 
reported remarks may be taken as seriously meant, be bad in 
reality no very high opinion of Vater Fritz, Bu|;,r uasadsf^tpry 
though he was as a hero in one sense of the word,h0 seyred Carlyle's 
turn enough; in another. ■■ ^ Whm'- Carlyle .speaks of Frederick 



xiv HISTOEY OF FEEDERICK THE GREAT 

as the last specimen of the King ('King, Konig, Canning, Able- 
Man, 'one who kens or cans’), his eulogies must be taken 
with some reservation. All that can fairly be said of Frederick 
in the character of the ' Hero as King,’ is that he was a good 
enough stick to beat the dog of Democracy withal. Carlyle 
was just then in his most contentious mood. The LiOtter-day 
Pamphlets had, as has been said, aroused vehement protest. He 
had a feeling that it had set the world against him, and he became 
daily more and more convinced that he had been cast by destiny 
for the rSle of Athanasius. This is hardly the spirit in which to 
look about for a subject of biography, and certainly if a writer 
is to select a hero with a special view to using his biography 
for a temporary polemical purpose, it is just as well that he should 
not plan his work on such a scale as to make it last him the 
remainder of his life. But no doubt it was the selection which 
determined the plan, and it was the mass of biographical detail 
which German industry, German formlessness, and German in- 
artistic lack of perception for the inessential had accumuluted 
round the hero, which made the choice so fatal a one. It was not 
exactly a free choice either. Theoretically speaking, any born 
' leader of men,’ any one of the figures, for instance, whom he had 
robed and crowned as ideal rulers in his lectures on Hero-Worship, 
would have answered that temporary polemical purpose to which 
he eventually made so gigantic a sacrifice. But practically he 
found on examination that none of them would do. ‘ He thought 
of Ireland,’ writes the late Professor Nichol, 'but that was too 
burning a subject; of William the Conqueror, of Simon de Mont- 
fort, the Norsemen, the Cid ; but these may have seemed to him 
too remote. Why, ask patriotic Scotsmen, did he not take up his 
and their favourite Knox? But Knox’s life had been fairly 
handled by M'Crie, and Carlyle would have found it hard to adjust 
his treatment of that essentially national hero to the exodus from 
Houndsditch. Luther mighthave been an apter tbeme ; but there 
too it would have been a strain to steer clear of tbeological con- 
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troversy^ of which he had had enough. Napoleon was at heart 
too much of a gamin for his taste. Looking over Prussia in more 
recent times^ he concluded ^ that the Prussian monarchy had been 
the centre of modern stability^ and that it had been made so by 
its actual creator Frederick ri. called the Great.’ And thus it 
was that he found himself at last, spade in hand, before that 
Titanic midden, that ^ Pelion laid on Ossa of Prussian Dryasdust/ 
which in the result it took him fourteen mortal years to dig 
through. 

Merely to have played the ^ Golden Dustman ’ to this huge pile 
of biographical refuse ; merely to have ‘ screened ’ and sifted it 
with such resolute and untiring labour ; to have extricated, stored, 
arranged, labelled and catalogued its buried treasures, and to have 
carted away the mass of superincumbent rubbish, to be ^shot’ 
once for all in its proper limbo of oblivion — this alone would have 
been a great and valuable work. But seeing that to this Carlyle 
has added the construction of a magnificently imposing, if imper- 
fectly proportioned, museum, for the safe custody and perpetual 
preservation of the recovered treasures, it might seem ungracious 
to grudge the long years that were consumed on the accomplish- 
ment of the work. Regret only awakens when we turn away from 
what we have gained — no doubt a quite indefensible proceeding 
— ^to consider what we have lost ; to reflect on the matchless 
excellence and perfect adequacy of so many of Carlyle’s shorter 
pieces ; and mentally to enumerate all those memorable events 
in the world’s history which have waited in vain to hear their 
story told as he alone could tell it, all those its epic figures who 
might be living for us now with the full and vivid life of a 
Mirabeau or a Cromwell, had not he who of all men was best 
fitted to play their mies sacer been ' otherwise engaged.' 

H. D. TRAILL, 
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BIRTH AND PARENTAGE 

1712 


CHAPTER I 

I'EIEDRICH’S HISTORY FROM THE DISTANCE 
WE ARE AT 

-A.:bout fourscore years ago, there used to be seen sauntering 
030. the terraces of Sans Souci, for a short time in the after- 
30oon, or you might have met him elsewhere at an earlier hour, 
aridting or driving in a rapid business manner on the open 
3roods or through the scraggy woods and avenues of that 
io-txicate amphibious Potsdam region, a highly interesting 
1^03a little old man, of alert though slightly stooping figure ; 
wttose name among strangers was King Friedrich the Second^ 
oar IFrederick the Great of Prussia, and at home among the 
ooicximon people, who much loved and esteemed him, was Voter 
Father Fred, — a name of familiarity which had not 
foarod contempt in that instance. He is a King every inch of 
Ixiiaa, liiough without the trappings of a King. Presents him- 
self in a Spartan simplicity of vesture: no crown but an old 
!Ete|ilitary cocked-hat,— generally old, or trampled and kneaded 
4iai:o absolute sqflms^y if new | — ^no sceptre but one like Aga- 
jDOL^ioQnon’s, a walking-stick cut from the woods, which serves 
atlso as a riding-stick (with which he hits the horse between 
*fclxe ears,’ say authors) ; — and for royal xohes^ a mare soldi^’s 
blute coat with red facings, coat likdy to be old, and sure to 
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has accordingly done ; and may still keep doing to lengths 
little dreamt of by the British Editor in our time ; whose 
prophesyings upon Prussia, and insights into Prussi% in its 
past, or present or future, are truly as yet inconsiderable, 
in proportion to the noise he makes with them 1 The more 
is the pity for him, — ^and for myself too in the Enterprise 
now on hand. 

It is of this Figure, whom we see by the mind’s eye in 
those Potsdam regions, visible for the last time seventy years 
ago, that we are now to treat, in the way of solacing in- 
genuous human curiosity. We are to try for some Historical 
Conception of this Man and King ; some answer to the ques- 
tions, ^ What was he, then ? Whence, how ? And what 
did he achieve and suffer in the world ? ’ — ^such answer as 
may prove admissible to ingenuous mankind, especially such 
as may correspond to the Fact (which stands there, abstruse 
indeed, but actual and unalterable), and so be sure of admis- 
sibility one day. 

An Enterprise which turns out to be, the longer one looks 
at it, the more of a formidable, not to say unmanageable 
nature! Concerning which, on one or two points, it were 
good, if conveniently possible, to come to some preliminary 
understanding with the reader. Here, flying on loose leaves, 
are certain incidental utterances, of various date : these, as 
the topic is difficult, I will merely label and insert, instead of 
a formal Discourse, which were too apt to slide into something 
of a Lamentation, or otherwise take an unpleasant turn. 

1. Friedrich then^ and Friedrich now 

This was a man of infinite mark to his contemporaries ; 
who had witnessed surprising feats jGrom him in the world ; 
very questionable notions and ways, which he had contrived 
to^ maintain against the world and its criticisms. As an 
original man has always to do ; much more an original ruler 
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of men. The world, in fact, had tried hard to put him 
down, as it does, unconsciously or consciously, with all such ; 
and after the most conscious exertions, and at one time 
a dead-liffc spasm of all its energies for Seven Years, had 
not been able. Principalities and powers, Imperial, Royal, 
Czarish, Papal, enemies innumerable as the sea-sand, had risen 
against him, only one helper left among the world^s Poten- 
tates (and that one only while there should be help rendered 
in return); and he led them all such a dance as had astonished 
mankind and them. 

No wonder they thought him worthy of notice. Every 
original man of any magnitude is; — ^nay, in the long-run, who 
or what else is ? But how much more if your original man 
was a king over men ; whose movements were polar, and car- 
ried from day to day those of the world along with them. 
The Samson Agonistes, — ^were his life passed like that of 
Samuel Johnson in dirty garrets, and the produce of it only 
some bits of written paper, — ^the Agonistes, and how he will 
comport himself in the Philistine mill ; this is always a spec- 
tacle of truly epic and tragic nature. The rather, if your 
Samson, royal or other, is not yet blinded or subdued to 
the wheel ; much more if he vanquish his enemies, not by 
suicidal methods, but march out at last flourishing his mira- 
culous fighting implement, and leaving their mill and them 
in quite ruinous circumstances. As this King Priedrich fairly 
managed to do. 

For he left the world all bankrupt, we may say; fallen 
into bottomless abysses of destruction; he still in a paying 
condition, and with footing capable to cairy his aifairs and 
him. When he died, in 1786, the enormous Phenomenon 
since called Feench Revolution was already growling audibly 
in the depths of the world ; meteoric-electric coruscations 
heralding it, all round the horizon. Strange enough to note, 
one of Friedrich’s last visitors was Gabriel Plonor^ Riquetti, 
Comte de Mirabeau. These two saw one another; twice, for 
half an hour each time. The last of the old Gods and the 
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first of the modem Titans ; — before Pelion leapt on Ossa ; 
and the foul Earth taking fire at last, its vile mephitic 
elements went up in volcanic thunder. This also is one of 
the peculiarities of Friedrich, that he is hitherto the last of 
the Kings ; that he ushers-in the French Revolution, and 
closes an Epoch of World-History. Finishing-ofiF forever the 
trade of King, think many ; who have grown profoundly dark 
as to Kingship and him. 

The French Revolution may be said to have, for about 
half a century, quite submerged Friedrich, abolished him from 
the memories of men; and now on coming to light again, he 
is found defaced under strange mud-incmstations, and the 
eyes of mankind look at him from a singularly changed, what 
we must call oblique and perverse, point of vision. This is 
one of the difficulties in dealing with his History ; — especially 
if you happen to believe both in the French Revolution and 
in him; that is to say, both that Real Kingship is eternally 
indispensable, and also that the destruction of Sham Kingship 
(a frightful process) is occasionally so. 

On the breaking-out of that formidable Explosion, and 
Suicide of his Century, Friedrich sank into comparative ob- 
scurity ; eclipsed amid the ruins of that univ^al earthquake, 
the very dust of which darkened all the air, and made of da} 
a disastrous midnight. Black midnight, broken only by the 
blaze of conflagrations; — ^wherein, to our terrified imagina- 
tions, were seen, not men, French f and other, but ghastly 
portents, stalking wrathful, and shapes of avenging gods. It 
must be owned the figure of Napoleon was titanic ; especially 
to the generation that looked on him, and that waited shud- 
dering to be devoured by him. In , general, in that; French 
Revolution, all was on a huge scale if not greater than any- 
thing in human experience, at least noiore grandiose. % All was 
recorded in bulletins, too, addressed to, -^e ^shilling-gallery ; 
and there were fellows on the st^^ with such a breadth of 
sabre, extent of whiskerage, strength ftf , windpipe, ^d com- 
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mand of men and gunpowder, as had never been seen before 
Hnw they bellowed, stalked and flourished about ; counter- 
feiting .Tove s thunder to an amazing degree ! Teri'ific Draw- 
cansir figures, of enormous whiskerage, unlimited command of 
gunpowder ; not without sufficient ferocity, and even a certain 
heroism,^ stage-heroism, in tliera ; compared with whom, to 
the shilling-gallery, and frightened excited theatre at lai-ge, it 
seemed^ ixs it there had been no generals or sovereigns before • 
as if briedrich, Gustavus, Cromwell, William Conqueror and 
Alexander the Great were not worth speaking of hencefox’th. 

All this, however, in half a century is considerably altered. 
Ihe Diuwcansir equipments getting gradually tom oflj the 
natural size is seen better; translated from the bulletin style 
into tliat of fact and history, miracles, even to the shilling- 
gallery, are not so miracnious. It begins to be apparent that 
there lived great men before the era of bulletins andi^gamem- 

non. Austerlitz and Wagram shot away more gunpowder, 

gunpowder probably in the proportion of ten to one, or a 
hnndml to one ; but neither of them was tenth-part such a 
beating to your enemy as that of Ilossbach, brought about by 
stmtegic art, lunnan ingenuity and intrepidity, and the loss of 
1(>5 men. Leuthen, too, the battle of Leuthen (though so 
few English readers ever hcai-d of it) may very well hold up 
its head beside any victory gained by Napoleon or another, 
bor the otlds were not far from three to one; the soldiers 
were o( not far from e(|ual quality; and only the General 
was consummately suptuuor, and the defeat a destruction. 
Napoleon did imieed, by immense expenditure of men and 
gun])owder, overrun Europe for a time : but Napoleon never, 
by husband iiig and wisely expending his men and gunpowder, 
dclendcd n little Prussia against all Europe, year after year 
for seven ycai's long, till Europe had enough, and gave-up the 
enlorpriso as one it could not manage. So soon as the Draw- 
caiusir (Hjuipmends are well tom off; and the shilling-gallery 
got to siUince, it will be found tliat there were great kings 
before Napoleon, — and likewise an Art of War, grounded on 
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veracity and human courage and insight, not upon Draw- 
cansir rodomontade, grandiose Dick-Turpinism, revolutionary 
madness, and unlimited expenditure of men and gunpowder. 

^ You may paint with a very big brush, and yet not be a 
great painter,’ says a satirical friend of mine ! This is be- 
coming more and more apparent, as the dust-whirlwind, and 
huge uproar of the last generation, gradually dies away 
again. 

2. Eighteenth Centitry 

One of the grand difficulties in a History of Friedrich is, 
all along, this same. That he lived in a Century which has no 
History and can have little or none. A Century so opulent 
in accumulated falsities, — sad opulence descending on it by 
inheritance, always at compound interest, and always largely 
increased by fresh acquirement on such immensity of stand- 
ing capital opulent in that bad way as never Century be- 
fore was ! Which had no longer the consciousness of being 
false, so false had it grown ; and was so steeped in falsity, 
and impregnated with it to the very bone, that — in fact the 
measure of the thing was full, and a French Revolution had 
to end it. To maintain much veracity in such an element, 
especially for a king, was no doubt doubly remarkable. But 
now, how extricate the man from his Century ? How show 
the man, who is a Reality worthy of being seen, and yet keep 
his Century, as a Hypocrisy worthy of being hidden and for- 
gotten, in the due abeyance ? 

To resuscitate the Eighteenth Century, or call into men’s 
view, beyond what is necessary, the poor and sordid person- 
ages and transactions of an epoch so related to us, can be no 
purpose of mine on this occasion. The Eighteenth Century, 
it is well knoivn, does not fignre to lie m a lovely one; need- 
ing to be kept in mind, or spoken of unnecessarily. To me 
the Eighteenth Century has nothing grand in it, except that 
grand universal Suicide, named French Revolution, by which 
it terminated its otherwise most worthless existence with at 
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least one worthy act ; — setting fire to its old home and self ; 
and going up in flames and volcanic explosions, in a truly 
memorable and important manner. A very fit termination, 
as I thankfully feel, for such a Century. Century spend- 
thrift, fraudulent-bankrupt ; gone at length utterly insolvent, 
without real money of performance in its pocket, and the 
shops declining to take hypocrisies and speciosities any farther : 
— ^what could the poor Century do, but at length admit, 
^Well, it is so. I am a swindler-century, and have long 
been ; having learned the trick of it from my father and 
grandfather; knowing hardly any trade but that in false 
bills, which I thought foolishly might last forever, and still 
bring at least beef and pudding to the favoured of mankind. 
And behold it ends ; and I am a detected swindler, and have 
nothing even to eat. What remains but that I blow my 
brains out, and do at length one true action ? ’ Which the 
poor Century did ; many thanks to it, in the circumstances. 

For there was need once more of a Divine Revelation to 
the torpid frivolous children of men, if they were not to sink 
altogether into the ape condition. And in that whirlwind of 
the Universe, — lights obliterated, and the tom wrecks of 
Earth and Hell hurled aloft into the Empyrean ; black whirl- 
wind, which made even apes serious, and drove most of them 
i] 0 Lad, — there was, to men, a voice audible; voice from the 
heart of things once more, as if to say : ^ Lying is not per- 
mitted in this Universe. The wages of lying, you behold, are 
death. Lying means damnation in this Universe ; and Beel- 
zebub, never so elaborately decked in crowns and mitres, is not 
God ! This was a revelation truly to be named of the Eternal, 
in our poor Eighteenth Century ; and has greatly altered the 
complexion of said Century 1 6 ihe Historian ever since. 

Whereby, in short, that Century is quite confiscate, fallen 
bankrupt, given up to the auctioneers ; — -Jew-brokers sorting 
out of it at this moment, in a confused distressing manner, 
what is still valuable or saleable. And, in fact, it lies massed 
up in our minds as a disastrous wrecked inanity, not useful to 
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dwell upon ; a kind of dusky cliaotic backgrouiul, on wliich 
the figures that had some viiracity in them,- a small com- 
pany, and ever growing smaller as our demands risi* in strict- 
ness, — are delineated for us. — ‘Anti yet it is the (\’ntury 
of our own Grandfathers ? ’ cries tlie reader. Yes, readta- ! 
truly. It is the ground out of which we ourselves have 
sprung; whereon now we have our immediate footing, and 
first of all strike down our roots for nourishment ; — and, alas, 
in large sections of the practical world, it (what we spi'cially 
mean by it) still continues nourishing all round us ! 'I’o for- 
get it quite is not yet possible, nor %vould be profitable. 
What to do with it, and its forgotten fooleries and ‘His- 
tories,’ worthy only of forgetting ?— Well : so much of it as 
by nature adheres-, what of it cannot be disengage<l from our 
Hero and his operations : ajiproximately so mu<-h, and no 
more ! Let that be our bargain in regard to it. 


3. English Prepossessions 

With such wagonloads of Books and Printed Iltjcords ai 
exist on tlie subject of Friedrich, it has always seeimsl possibk*, 
even for a stranger, to ac<iuire some real umlerstaiuling of 
him; — ^though practically, here and now, I have to own, it 
proves difficult beyond conception. Alas, the Books are not 
cosmic, they are chaotic ; and turn out uuexpi‘cL(;dIy void of 
instruction to us. Small use in a talent of writing, if then; be 
not first of all the talent of discerning, of loyally recognising; 
of discriminating what is to be written ! Books born most ly 
of Chaos, — which want all things, even an Index,— are a painful 
object. In sorrow and disgvKt, you wander over those multi- 
tudinous Books : you dwell in endless regions of the superficial, 
of the nugatory : to your bewildoretl sense it is as if no insight 
into the real heart of Friedrich and his affaira w<;re anywhere 
to be had. Truth is, the Frassian l)ryas<iust, otherwise an 
honest fellow, and not afraid of labour, excels all other Dryas- 
dusts yet known ; I have often sorrowfully felt as if there were 
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not in Nature, for darkness, dreariness, immetiiodic platitude, 
anything comparable to him. He writes big Books wanting in 
^most every quality ; and does not even give an Imdex to theim 
He has made of Friedrich’s History a wide-spread, inorganic^ 
trackless matter; dismal to your mind, and barren as a con- 
tinent of Brandenburg sand !— Enough, he cotdd do no other : 
I have striven to forgive him. Let the reader now forgive me ; 
and think sometimes what probably my raw-material was ! 

Curious enough, Friedrich lived in the Writing Era, 

morning of that strange Era which has grown to such a noon 

for us ; and his favourite society, all his reign, was with the 

literary or writing sort. Nor have they failed to write about 
him, they among the others, about him and about him ; and 
it is notable how little real light, on any point of bis existeiice 
or environment, they have managed to communicate. I>im 
indeed^ for most part a mere epigrammatic sputter of rlartmARs 
visible^ is the ^ picture ’ they have fashioned to themsdves of 
Friedrich and his Countiy and his Century. Men not ^of 
genius,’ apparently ? Alas, no ; men fatally destitute of true 
eyesight, and of loyal heart first of all. So far as I have 
noticed, there was not, with the single exception of Mirabeau 
for one hour, any man to be called of genius, or witib an 
adequate power of human discernment, that ever pen^nally 
looked on Friedrich. Had many such men looked successively 
on his History and him, we had not found it now in such a 
condition. Still altogether chaotic as a History; fatally 
destitute even of the Indexes and mechanical appliances: 
Friedrich’s self, and his Country, and his Century, stOl unde- 
ciphered ; very dark phenomena, all thre^ to the inteU^ent 
part of mankind. 

In Prussia there has long been a certain stubborn thoc^ 
planless diligence in digging for the outward detajb of Fried- 
rich’s Life-History ; though as to oiganisii^ them, a^rting 
them, or even putting labels on diem ; muicii imm as to the 
least interpretation or human deKnearion and hfa 
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affairs, — ^you need not inquire in Prassia. In BYancse, in 
England, it is still worse. There an immense ignorance prevails 
even as to the outward facts and phenomena of BVieclrich*'s 
life ; and instead of the Prussian no-interpretation, you find, 
in these vacant circumstances, a great promptitude to interpret. 
Whereby judgments and prepossessions mdst among ns on that 
subject, especially on Friedrich’s character, which are very 
ignorant indeed. 

To Englishmen, the sources of knowledge or conviction about 
Friedrich, I have observed, are mainly these two. Mrsif for 
his Public Character : it was an all-impoitant fact, not to 
but to this country in regard to it, That George ii*, a«»ing 
good to plunge head-foremost into German Politics, and to 
take Maria Theresa’s side in the Austrian-Succemion War of 
1740-48, — ^needed to begin by assuring his Parliament and 
Newspapers, profoundly dark on the matter, that Friedrich was 
a robber and villain for taking the other side. Which assur- 
ance, resting on what basis we shall see by and by, George’s 
Parliament and Newspapers cheerfully accepted, nothing doubt- 
ing. And they have reechoed and reverberated it, they and 
the rest of us, ever since, to all lengths, down to the present 
day ; as a fact quite agreed upon, and the preliminary item in 
Friedrich’s character. Robber and villain to begin with ; that 
was one settled point. 

Afterwards when George and Friedrich WQae to be 
and the grand fightings of the Sevm-Years War took pli«, 
George s Parliament and Newspapers settled a pdiiit, in 

regard to Friedrich : ^ One of the greatet ioldiera ever bora*’ 
This second item the British Writer fully admite -evear iin<^ : 
but he still adds to it the quality of robber, in a loose way ; — 
and images to himself a royal Dick Turpin, of toe kind known 
in Review-Articles, and Disquisitions on Progress of the S|)€eies, 
and labels it Frederick; very anxious to collect new babble- 
ment of lying ^ecdotes, false Criticisms, hung^ French 
emoirs, which will confirm him in that impossible idoa^ Had 
such proved, on survey, to be the character of Friediicto^ there 
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is one British Writer whose curiosity concerning hiirn would 
pretty soon have died away ; nor could any amount of unwise 
desire to satisfy that feeling in fellow-creatures less seriously 
disposed have sustained him alive, in those baleful Historic 
Acherons and Stygian Pens, where he has had to dig and to fish 
so long, far away from the upper light ! — ^Let me request all 
readers to blow- that sorry chaff entirely out of their minds ; 
and to believe nothing on the subject except what they get 
some evidence for. 

Second English source relates to the Private Character. 
EriedricFs Biography or Private Character, the English, like 
the French, have gathered chiefly from a scandalous libel by 
Voltaire, which used to be called Privee du Roi de Prime 
(Private Life of the King of Prussia):^ libel undoubtedly 
written by Voltaire, in a kind of fury ; but not intended to be 
published by him ; nay burnt and annihilated, as he afterwards 
imagined. No hne of which, that cannot be otherwise proved, 
has a right to be believed ; and large portions of which can be 
proved to be wild exaggerations and perversions, or even down- 
right lies, — ^written in a mood analogous to the Frenzy of John 
Dennis. This serves for the Biography or Private Character 
of Friedrich ; imputing all crimes to him, natural and unna- 
tural — offering indeed, if combined with facts otherwise 
known, or even if well considered by itself, a thoroughly flimsy, 
incredible and impossible image. Like that of some flaming 
Devil’s Headj done in phosphorus on the walls of the black- 
hole, by an Artist whom you had locked-up there (not quite 
without reason) overnight. 

Poor Voltaire wrote that Vie Privie in a state little inferior 
to the Frenzy of John Dennis,— how brought about we shall 
see by and by. And this is the Document which English 

^ First printed, from a stolen copy, at Geneva, 17 ^ 4 ? proved to be 
Voltaire’s (which some of his admirers had striven to doubt), Paris, 1788 ; stands 
avowed ever since, in all the Editions of his Works (u. 9 "i ^3 the Edition by 
Baiidonin Er^res, 97 vols., Paris 1825-1834), under the title Mimoiresjmr sermr 
a ia VU dA M. dt Voltaire, --vfith patches of repetition in the thing ^ed Cm* 
mentadra Mutari^m, which follows Hid, at great length. r 
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readers are surest to have read^ and tried to credit as far as 
possible. Our counsel is, Out of window with it, he that 
would know Eriedrich of Prussia ! Keep it a while, he that 
would know Eranfois Arouet de Voltaire, and a certain 
numerous unfortunate class of mortals, whom Voltaire is some- 
times capable of sinking to be spokesman for, in this world ! — 
Alas, go where you will, especially in these irreverent ages, the 
noteworthy Dead is sure to be found lying under infinite dung, 
no end of calumnies and stupidities accumulated upon him. 
Eor the class we speak of, class of ^ flunkies doing saturnalia 
below stairs,’ is numerous, is innumerable; and can well 
rmunerate a ^ vocal flunky ’ that will serve their purposes on 
such an occasion ! — 

Friedrich is by no means one of the perfect demigods ; and 
there are various things to be said against him with good 
ground. To the last, a questionable hero ; with much in him 
which one could have wished not there, and much wanting 
which one could have wished. But there is one feature which 
strikes you at an early period of the inquiry. That in his way 
he is a Reality; that he always means what he speaks; 
grounds his actions, too, on what he recognises for the truth ; 
and, in short, has nothing whatever of the Hypocrite or 
Phantasm. Which some readers will admit to be an extremely 
rare phenomenon. 

We perceive that this man was far indeed from faying to 
deal swindler-like with the facts around him ; that he honestly 
recogmsed said facts wherever they disclosed themselves^ tod 
was veiy anxious also to ascertain their existence where still 
hidden or dubious. For he knew well, to a quite uncommon 
d^ree, and with a merit all the higher as it was an unconscious 
one, how mitirely inexorable is the nature of fact% whiter 
recogni^ or not, ascertained or not ; how vain all cunniug of 
diplomacy, management and sophistiy, to save any mortal 
who does mt stand on the truth of things, from sinking, in 
the long-run. Sinking to the very Mudgods, with all his 
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diplomacies, possessions, achievements ; and becoming an un- 
nameable object, hidden deep in the Cesspools of the Universe, 
This I hope to make manifest ; this which I long ago discemeS ^ 
for myself, with pleasure, in the physiognomy of Friedrich and 
his life. Which indeed was the first real sanction, and has all 
along been my inducement and encouragement, to study his 
life and him. How this man, officially a King withal, com- 
ported himself in the Eighteenth Century, and managed mt to 
be a Liar and Charlatan as his Century was, deserves to be 
seen a little by men and kings, and may silently have didactic 
meanings in it. 

He that was honest with his existence has always meaning 
for us, be he king or peasant. He that merely shammed and 
grimaced with it, however much, and with whatever noise and 
trumpet-blowing, he may have cooked and eaten in this world, 
cannot long have any. Some men do cooik enormously (let us 
call it cooking, what a man does in obedience to his himger 
merely, to his desires and passions merely), — ^roasting whole 
continents and populations, in the flames of war or other dis- 
cord ; — witness the Napoleon above spoken of. For the appe- 
tite of man in that respect is unlimited ; in truth, infinite ; 
and the smallest of us could eat the entire Solar System, had 
we the chance given, and then cry, like Alexander of Macedon, 
because we had no more Solar Systems to cook and eat. It 
is not the extent of the man’s cookery that can much attach 
me to him ; but only the man himself, and what of strength 
he had to wrestle with the mud-elements, and what of victory 
he got for his own benefit and mine. 

4. Encomagements, Discouragements 

French Revolution having spent itself, or simk in France 
and elsewhere to what we see, a certain curiosity reawakens as 
to what of great or manful we can discover on the other side 
of that still troubled atmosphere of the Present and immediate 
Past. Curiosity quickened, or which should be quickened, by 
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the great and all-absorbing question, How is that same exploded 
Past ever to settle down again ? Not lost forever, it would ap- 
pear : the New Era has not annihilated the old ei'as : New Era 
could by no means manage that;— never meant that, had it 
known its own mind (which it did not): its meaning was and 

is, to get its own well out of them ; to readapt, in ^ purified 
shape, the old eras, and appropriate whatever was true and mi 
combustible in them : that was the poor New Era’s meaning, 
in the frightful explosion it made of itself and its possessions, 
to begin with ! 

And the question of questions now is : What p^rt of that 
exploded Past, the ruins and dust of which still darken all the 
air, will continually gravitate back to us ; be reshaped, ti'ans- 
formed, readapted, that so, in new figures, under new condi- 
tions, it may enrich and nourish us again ? Wfiat p^rt of it, 
not being incombustible, has actually gone to flame and gas in 
the huge world-conflagration, and is now gg^seom^ mounting 
aloft ; and will know no beneficence of gravitation, but mount, 
and roam upon the waste winds forever, — Nature so ordering 

it, in spite of any industry of Art? Tlus is the universal 
question of afflicted mankind at present ; and sure enough it 
will be long to settle. 

On one point we can answer : Only what of the Past was 
true will come back to us. That is the one a^be^ios which 
survives all fire, and comes out purified ; that is still ours, 
blessed be Heaven, and only that. By the law of Nature, 
nothing more than that ; and also, by the same lawj, nothing 
less than that. Let Art struggle how it may, for pr against, 
— as foolish Art is seen extensively doing in our time, — there 
is where the limits of it will be. In which point of view, may 
not Eriedrich, if he was a true man and King, justly excite 
some curiosity again ; nay some quite peculiar curiosity, as the 
last Crowned Reality there was antecedent to that geueral out- 
break and abolition ? To many it appears certain there are 
to be no Kings of any sort, no Government more ; less and 
less need of them henceforth, New Era having come. Which 
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able Revelation of the Author of this Universe : how can 
Dryasdust interpret such things, the dark chaotic dullard, who 
knows the meaning of nothing cosmic or noble, nor ever will 
know ? Poor wretch, one sees what kind of meaning he educes 
from Man^^s History, this long while past, and has got all the 
world to believe of it along with him. Unhappy Dryasdust, 
thrice-unhappy world that takes Dryasdust’s reading of the 
ways of God ! But what else was possible ? They that 
could have taught better were engaged in fiddling ; for which 
there are good wages going. And our damage therefrom, our 
damage^ — ^yes, if thou be still human and not cormorant, — 
perhaps it will transcend all Californias, English National 
Debts, and show itself incomputable in continents of Bullion ! — 

^Believing that mankind are not doomed wholly to dog- 
like annihilation, I believe that much of this will mend. I 
believe that the world will not always waste its inspired men 
in mere fiddling to it. That the man of rhythmic nature 
will feel more and more his vocation towards the Interpreta- 
tion of Fact ; since only in the vital centre of that, could we 
once get thither, lies all real melody ; and that he will 
become, he, once again the Historian of events, — bewildered 
Dryasdust having at last the happiness to be his servant, 
and to have some guidance from him. Which will be blessed 
indeed. For the present, Dryasdust strikes me like a hapless 
Nigger gone masterless : Nigger totally unfit for self-guidance ; 
yet without master good or bad ; and whose feats in that 
capacity no god or man can rejoice in. 

‘History, with faithful Genius at the top and faithfu? 
Industry at the bottom, will then be capable of being written. 
History will then actually he written,-^the inspired gift of 
God employing itself to illuminate the dark ways of God. A 
thing thrice-pressingly heedful t© be done l Whereby the 
modem Nations may again become a little less godless, and 
aghin have their “ epics ’’ (of a different from the Schiller 
sort)j and again have ^evdral things they are still more fatally 
in want of at present I 
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So that, it would seem, there will gradually among man- 
kind, if Friedrich last some centuries, be a real Epic made of 
his History? That is to say (presumably), it will become 
a perfected Melodious Truth, and duly significant and duly 
beautiful bit of Belief, to mankind ; the essence of it fairly 
evolved from all the chaff, the portrait of it actually given, 
and its real harmonies with the laws of this Universe brought 
out, in bright and dark, according to the God’s Fact as it 
was\ which poor Dryasdust and the Newspapers never could 
get sight of, but were always far from ! — 

Well, if so, — and even if not quite 50 , — ^it is a comfort to 
reflect that every true worker (who has blown away chaiSF 
etc.), were his contribution no bigger than my own, may have 
brought the good result nearer by a handbreadth or two. 
And so we will end these preludings, and proceed upon our 
Problem, courteous reader. 


CHAPTER II 
friedeich’s birth 

Feiedeich of Beandenbueg-Hohenzolleen, who came by 
course of natural succession to be Friedrich ii. of Prussia, 
and is known in these ages as Frederick the Great, was bom 
in the palace of Berlin, about noon, on the 24th of January 
1712. A small infant, but of great promise or possibility; 
and thrice and four times welcome to all sovereign and other 
persons in the Prussian Court, and Prussian realms, in those 
cold winter days. His Father, they say^ was like to have 
stifled him with his caresses, so overjoyed was the man; or at 
least to have scorched him in the blaze of the fire; whm 
happily some much suitabler female nurse snatched thi$ 
creature from the rough paternal paw^^and saved it for ith© 
benefit of Prussia and mankinA ? If Heaven will but please 
to grant it length of life ! For there have already been two 
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little Princekins, who are both dead; this Friedrich is the 
fourth child; and only one little girl, wise Wilhelmina, of 
almost too sharp wits^ and not too vivacious aspect, is other- 
wise yet here of royal progeny. It is feared the Hohen- 
zollern lineage, which has flourished here with such beneficent 
effect for three centuries now, and been in truth the very 
making of the Prussian Nation, may be about to fail, or pass 
into some side branch. Which change, or any change in that 
respect, is questionable, and a thing desired by nobody. 

Five years ago, on the death of the first little Prince, 
there had surmises risen, obscure rumours and hints, that the 
Princess Royal, mother of the lost baby, never would have 
healthy children, or even never have a child more : upon 
which, as .there was but one other resource, — a widowed 
Grandfather, namely, and except the Prince Royal no son to 
him, — -said Grandfather, still only about fifty, did take the 
necessary steps : but they have been entirely unsuccessful ; no 
new son or child, only new affliction, new disaster has resulted 
from that third marriage of his. And though the Princess 
Royal has had another little Prince, that too has died within 
the year ;^killed, some say on the other hand, by the noise 
of the cannon firing for joy over it!^ Yes; and the first 
baby Prince^ thesfe same parties ; farther say, was crushed to 
death by the weighty dress you put upon it at christening 
time, espedally iby the little crown it wore, which hadL left 
a visible! black mark upon the poor soft infant’s brow ! In 
short, it is a que^ionable caise; tmdoubtedly a questionable 
outlook for Pmssiak mankind ; and the appearance of tiiis 
little Prince, a third trump^ckrd • in* the Hoheizollem game, 
is an unusually interesting ev©^^ v T^ hilm, hot in 

Berlin Palace cmlyi but in Brndki Gitjv and over the Prussian 
Nation, was very gre^ and uniTOsal ;^stiE testified in 

^Forster, PrUdrick Wilhelm JCamg^ von Preussen (Potsdam, 1834), i. 
126 (who quotes Morgenstern, a contemporary reporter). But see also Preuss, 
Friedrich der Grosse mU seinm Vorwandten nril Freunden (Berlin, 1838), pp. 
379-80. 
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manifold dull, unreadable old pamphlets, records official and 
volunteer, — ^which were then all ablaze like the bonfires, and 
are now fallen dark enough, and hardly credible even to the 
fancy of this new Time, 

The poor old Grandfather, Friedrich i. (the first Xmg of 
Prussia), — ^for, as we intimate, he was stiU alive, and not very 
old, though now infirm enough, and laden beyond his strength 
with sad reminiscences, disappointments and chagrins, — ^had 
taken much to Wilhelmina, as she tells us ; ^ and would 
amuse himself whole days with the pranks and prattle of the 
little child. Good old man : he, we need not doubt, bright- 
tmed up into unusual vitality at sight of this invaluable little 
Brother of hers ; through whom he can look once more into 
the waste dim future with a fificker of new hope. Poor old 
man : he got his own back half-broken by a careless nurse 
letting him fall ; and has slightly stooped ever since, some 
fi% and odd years now : much against his will ; for he would 
fun have been beautiful j and has struggled all his days, very 

hard if not very wisely, to make his existence beautiful, to 

make it magnificent at least, and regardless of expense ; and 

it threatens to come to little. Courage, poor Grandfather . 
here IS a new second edition of a Friedrich, the first having 
gone off with so little effect : this one’s back is stiff unbroken. 
Ins hfe^ seedfield not yet filled with tares and thorns : who 
knows but Heaven wiff.be kinder to this tme ? Heaven was 
much kmdj to this one. Him Heaven had kneaded of more 
potot stuff : a mighty fellow this me, and a strange ; related 
^ only to the Upholsteries and Heralds’ Colleges, but to 
the Sgiere-Womes and the divine and demonic powmra ; of 
a fer-^g nature this one, like a® ApoUo dad in 
2^«d m ^tn^(ate his sort); and with a badt 
whidi all the world could not succeed in breaking l—Yes if 

bLTf. T “deed a new maS of genius; 

bom mto the purblind rotting Century, in tlm acknowledged 
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rank of a king there, — ^man of genius, that is to say, man of 
originality and veracity ; capable of seeing with his eyes, and 
incapable of not believing what he sees ; — ^then truly ! — ^But 
as yet none knows ; the poor old Grandfather never knew. 

Meanwhile they christened the little fellow, with immense 
magnificence and pomp of apparatus ; Kaiser Karl, and the 
very Swiss Republic being there (by proxy), among the 
gossips ; and spared no cannon- volleyings, kettle-drummings, 
metal crown, heavy cloth-of-silver, for the poor soft creature's 
sake ; all of which, however, he survived. The name given 
him was Karl Friedrich (Charles Frederick); Karl perhaps, 
and perhaps also not, in delicate compliment to the chief 
gossip, the above-mentioned Kaiser, Karl or Charles vi. ? At 
any rate, the Karl^ gradually or from the first, dropped alto- 
gether out of practice, and went as nothing : he himself, or 
those about him, never used it; nor, except in some dim 
English pamphlet here and there, have I met with any trace 
of it. Friedrich {RichAn-Pea^e^ a name of old prevalence in 
the Hohenzollem kindred), which he himself wrote Frederic in 
his French way, and at last even Fidkrh (with a very singular 
sense of euphony), is throughout, and was, his sole designation. 

Sunday 31st January 1712, age then precisely one week : 
then, and in this manner, was he ushered on the scene, and 
labelled among his fellow-creatures. We must now look round 
a little ; and see, if possible by any method or exertion, what 
kind of scene it was. 


CHAPTER III 

FATHER AND MOTHER : THE HANOVERIAN 
CONNEXION 

Friedrich Wilhelm, Crown-Prince of Prussia, son of Fried- 
rich I. and Father of this little infant, who will one day be 
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Wilhelm that it would be well to go and serve there as volun- 
teers, since not otherwise.^ A Crown-Prince of Prussia, ought 
he not to learn soldiering, of all things ; by every opportunity ? 
Which Friedrich Wilhelm did, with industry ; serving zealous 
apprenticeship under Marlborough and Eugene, in this 
manner; plucking knowledge, as the bubble reputation, and 
all else in that field has to be plucked, from the cannon’s 
mouth. Friedrich Wilhelm kept by Marlborough, now as 
formerly ; friend Leopold being commonly in Eugene’s quarter, 
who well knew the worth of him, ever since Blenheim and 
earlier. Friedrich Wilhelm saw hot service, that campaign of 
1709 ; siege of Tournay, and far more ; — stood, among other 
things, the fiery Battle of Malplaquet, one of the terriblest 
and deadliest feats of war ever done. No want of intrepidity 
and rugged soldier -virtue in the Pmssian troops or their 
Crown-Prince; least of all on that terrible day, 11th Sep- 
tember 1709 ; — of which he keeps the anniversary ever since, 
and will do all his life, the doomsday of Malplaquet always 
a memorable day to him.^ He is more and more intimate 
with Leopold, and loves good soldiering beyond all things. 
Here at Berlin he has already got a regiment of his own, 
tallish fine men ; and strives fo make it in all points a very 
pattern of a regiment. 

For the rest, much here is out of joint, and far from 
satisfactory to him. Seven years ago ^ he lost his own brave 
Mother and her love ; of which we must speak farther by and 
by. In her stead he has got a fantastic, melancholic, ill- 
natured Stepmother, with whom there was never any good to 
be done ; who in fact is now fairly mad, and kept to her own 
apartments. He has to see here, and say little, a chagrined 
heartwom Father jBickering painfuly amid a scene much filled 

^ Varnhagen von Ense, FUnt Let^oU von An^ (in Biogra^hischi 

Dmhnale, 2d edition, Berlin, 1845), p. 1851 Thatm ntid Lshm des wtlt> 
beftijifnten FiifsUns Ltiopoldi voft Ankalt - Bossau (Eeipzigi x 74^)1 p. 73 * 
Forster, i. 129. . ^ 

“ Forster, i. 138. " " ^ ^ » ist February 1705. 
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with expensive futile persons, and their ex:tremely pitiful cabals 
and mutual rages ; scene chiefly of pompous inanity, ajitl the 
art of solemnly and with great labour doing nothing. Such 
waste of labour and of means: what can one do but be 
silent.^ The other year, Preussen (Prussia Proper, province 
lying far eastward, out of sight) was sinking und«r pestilence 
and black ruin and despair: ihe Crown-Prince, oontrwy to 
wont, broke silence, and begged some dole or subvention for 
these poor people; but there was nothing to be had- Notliing 
in the treasury, your Royal Highness : — ^Preussen will shift 
for itself; sublime dramaturgy, which we call his Majesty’s 
Government, costs so much ! And Preussen, mown away by 
death, lies much of it vacant ever since ; which has completed 
the Crown-Prince’s disgust ; and, I believe, did produce some 
change of ministry, or other ineffectual expedient, on the old 
Father’s part. Upon which the Crown-Prince locks up his 
thoughts again. He has confused whirlpools, of Court- 
intrigues, ceremonials, and troublesome fantasticalities, to 
steer amongst ; which he mudh dislikes, no man mor^ ; having 
an eye and heart set on the practical only, and being in mind 
as in body something of the genus robustum, of the genus 
ferocc withal. He has been wedded six years ; lost two 
children, as we saw ; and now again he has two living. 


His wife, Sophie Dorothee of Hanover, is bi« ng 

well. She is brother’s-daughter of his Mother, Sophie Char- 
lotte : let the reader learn to discriminate these tW© 

Sophie Charlotte, late Queen of Prusria, was also of Hanover : 
she probably had sometimes, in her quiet raotharly thought, 
anticipated this coimexion for him, wMle she yet It i.s 

re^in Friedrich Wilhelm was carried !^: Hanover in early 
Mother, that Sophie Charlotte a famed 
Quern and kdy in her day, Daughter of Electre^ Sophie, 
^ of the George who became George i. of England 
V thither ; some time about the berinning 

of 1693, ks age then, five; and left him there on trial; 
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very months, that his august Spouse and cousin, a brilliant 
not uninjured lady, had become an indignant injuring one; 
that she had gone, and was going, far astray in her walk of 
life! Thus all is not radiance at Hanover either. Ninth 
Elector though we are; but, in the soft sunlight, there 
quivers a streak of the blackness of very Erebus withal. 
Kurprinz George, I think, though he too is said to have been 
good to the boy, could not take much interest in this burly 
Nephew of his just now ! 

Sure enough, it was in this year 169S, that the famed 
Konigsmark tragedy came ripening fast towards a crisis in 
Hanover; and next year the catastrophe arrived. A most 
tragic business ; of which the little Boy, now here, will know 
more one day. Perhaps it was on this very visit, on one 
visit it credibly was, that Sophie Charlotte witnessed a sad 
scene in the Schloss of Hanover: high words rising, where 
low cooings had been more appropriate; harsh words, mutually 
recriminative, rising ever higher; ending, it is thought, in 
things, or menaces and motions towards things (actual box on 
the ear, some call it), — ^never to be forgotten or foigiven ! 
And on Sunday 1st of July 1694, Colonel Count Philip 
Konigsmark, Colonel in the Hanover Dragoons, was seen for 
the last time in this world. Prom that date, he has vanished 
suddenly underground, in an inscrutable manner ; never more 
shall ihe light of the sun, or any human eye behold that 
handsome blackguard man. Not for a hundred and fifty years 
shall human creatimes know, or guess with the smallwt 
certainty, what has become of him. 

And shortly after Koningsmark’s disappearance, there is 
this sad phenomenon visible : A once very radiant Princes 
(witty, haughty-minded, beautiful, not wise or fortunate) now 
gone all ablaze into angry tragic conflagration ; getting locked 
into the old Castle of Ahlden, in the mooiy solitudes of Lune- 

i she die, — thirty years as it 

proved, and go into ashes and angry darkness as she may* 
Old peasants, late in the next century, will remember that they 
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used to see her sometimes driving on the Ilcatiii, — beautiful 
lady, long black hair, and tiie glitter of diamonds in it ; some- 
times the reins in her own hand, but always witlr a party of 
cavali^ round her, and their swords drawn.^ ‘Duchess of 
Ahlden,’ that was her title in the eclipsed state. Bom Princess 
of Zelle ; by junrri.igt*, Princess of Hanover {Kurprmxesam ) ; 
■would have been Queen of England, too, had matters gone 
otherwise than they did. — Her name, like that of a little 
Daughter she had, i« Sopliie Dorothee: she is Cousin and 
Divorced Wife of Kurprinis George ; divorced, and as it were 
abolished alive, in tiiis manner. She is little Friedrich Wil- 
helm’s Aunt-in-law ; and her little Daughter comes to be his 
Wife in process of time. Of him, or of thwe belonging to 
him, she took small riotice, I suppose, in her then mood, the 
crisis coming on so fast. In her happier imiocmt days she Ixad 
two children, a King that is to be, and a Queen ; George n. 
of England, Sophie Dorotlnee of Prussia ; but must not now 
call them hers, or ever see them ag^n. 

Ihis was the Kdnigsmark tragedy at Hanover; fast ripen- 
ing towards its catastrophe while little Friedrich Wilhelm was 
-there. It lias b«a, ever since, a rumour and dubious fright- 
ful mystery to mankind: but within these few years, by curious 
accidents (thefte, discoveriw of written dommeuls, in varimus 
countries, and diligent study of them), it has at length become 
a certainty and clw fact, to tibose who are curious about it. 
Fact surely of a mther horrible sort; — ^yet better, I miwt say, 
than was suspected : not quite so bad in the state fact m 
in that of r u mour. Crime maough is in it, sin and folly om 
both sida; there is killing too, but not aamssination (as it 
turns out); on the whole there is nothmg of atromty, <w 
notliing tliat was not ac»ld«atal, unavoidable ; — ^and there is 
a certain greatness of decortm on the part of those Hanovcar 
Princes and ofnriiil geiilkuncn, a of silence, of polite 

stoicism, which deserves mom prmse than it will get in «pf 

* i?»« ve» Ahldm 1S53), p- ®a. Vircmti w*i, aStb De 

cembw 1C94; dmtti, xjtli Mevembet 1726,— .age then 60, 
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times. Enough now of the Konigsmark tragedy contempo- 
raneous with Friedrich Wilhelm’s stay at Hanover, but laot 
otherwise much related to him or his doings there. 

He got no improvement in breeding, as we intimated ; 
none at all ; fought, on the contrary, with his young Cousin 
(afterwards our George n.), a boy twice his age, though of 
weaker bone ; and gave him a bloody nose. To the scandal 
and consternation of the French Protestant gentlewomen and 
court-dames in their stiff silks : ‘ Ahee, your Electoral High- 
ness ! ’ This had been a rough unruly boy from the first dis- 
covery of him. At a very early stage, he, one morning while 
the nurses were dressing him, took to investigating one of Ms 
shoe-buckles; would, in spite of remonstrances, slobber it about 
in his mouth ; and at length swallowed it down, — beyond mis- 
take ; and the whole world cannot get it up ! Whereupon, 
wild wail of nurses ; and his ‘ Mother came screaming,’ poor 
mother : — ^it is the same small shoe-buckle which is still shown, 
with a ticket and date to it, ‘31 December 1692,’ in the Berlin 

^ A considerable dreary mass of books, pamphlets, lucubrations, false all and 
of no Worth or of less, have accumulated on this dark subject, during the last 
hundred-and-fifty years : nor has the process yet stopped, — as it now well mig^ht. 
For there have now two things occurred in regard to it. Mrsi : In the year tS 47 t 
a Swedish Professor, named Palmblad, groping about for other objects in the 
College Library of Lund (which is in the country of the Konigsmark connexions), 
came upon a Box of Old Letters, — Letters undated, signed only with initials, and 
very enigmatic till well searched into, — which have turned out to be the very 
Autographs of the Princess and her Konigsmark ; throwing of course a hence- 
forth indisputable light on their relation. Second things A cautious exacit old 
gentleman, of diplomatic habits (understood to be ‘ Count von Schulenburg- 
Klosterrode of Dresden ’), has, since that event, unweariedly gone into the wlhole 
matter ; and has brayed it everywhere, and pounded it small ; sifting, with stth^ 
lime patience, not only those Swedish. Autographs, but the whole msm of lyit^ 
bdokSi pamphlets, hints and notices, old and recent ; and bringing out (tinily m 
an intricate and thrice-wearisome, but for the first time in an authentic way) 
what real evidence there is. In which evidence the facts, or essential fact, lie at 
last indisputable enor%hu. His Book, thick Pamphlet rather, is that same JST^r^ 
znm Ahldm (Leipzigj 1852) died above. The dreary whedfearrow^WL oit 
others I had rather not mention again ; but leave Count von Schulenburg to 
mendon and describe them, — ^which he does abundantly, so many as had accumu- 
lated up to that date of X'852, to the affliction more or less of satif* mankluA^ 
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Kumfkarrnmr ; for it turned out harmless, after all the scream- 
ing ; and a few grains of rhubarb restored it safely to the light 
of day ; henceforth a thrice-memorable shoe-buckle.^ 

Another time, it is recorded, though with less precision of 
detail, his Governess the Dame Montbail having ordered him 
to do something which was intolerable to the princely mind, 
the princely mind resisted in a very strange way : the princely 
body, namely, flung itself suddenly out of a third-story win- 
dow, nothing but the hands left within ; and hanging on there 
by the sill, and fixedly resolute to obey gravitation rather than 
Montbail, soon brought the poor lady to terms. Upon which, 
indeed, he had been taken from her, and from the women 
altogether, as evidently now needing rougher government. 
Always an unruly fellow, and dangerous to trust among 
crockery. At Hanover he could do no good in the way of 
breeding : sage Leibnitz himself, with his big black periwig 
and large patient nose, could have put no metaphysics into 
such a boy. Sublime Thkodic&e (Leibnitzian ^justification of 
the ways of God’) was not an article this individual had the 
least need of, nor at any time the least value for. ^ Justify ? 
What doomed dog questions it, then ? Are you for Bedlam, 
then?’ — -and in maturer years his rattan might have been 
dangerous ! For this was a singular individual of his day ; 
human soul still in robust health, and not given to spin its 
bowels into cobwebs. He is known only to have quarrelled 
mhch with Cousin George, during the year or so he spent in 
tibose parts. 

But there was another Cousin at Hanover, just one other, 
little Sophie Dorothee (called aftm^ her mother), a few months 
old<Kc than himself ^ by all accounts, a really pretty little child, 
whibna he liked a great deal better. She^ I imagine, was his 
mail! resource, while on tMs Hanover visit; with h^ yere 
laid the foundations of an intimacy which ripened w41 
wards. Some say it was already settled by the parents that 
there was to be a marriage in due time. Settled it could 
^ Forster, i. 74. Erman, MSmoircs de Sophie Charlotte (Berlin, 1801) p. 130. 
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hardly be ; for Wilhelmina tells us/ her Father had a choice 
of three’ allowed him, on coming to wed ; and it is otherwise 
discernible there had been eclipses and uncertainties, in the 
interim, on his part. Settled, no ; but hoped and vaguely 
prefigured, we may well suppose. And at all events, it has 
actually come to pass ; ^ Father being ardently in love with 
the Hanover Princess,’ says our Margravine, ‘ and much pre- 
ferring her to the other two,’ or to any and all others. 
Wedded, with great pomp, 28th November 1706;^ — and 
Sophie Dorothee, the same that was his pretty little Cousin 
at Hanover twenty years ago, she is mother of the little 
Boy now bom and christened, whom men are to call Frederick 
the Great in coming generations. 

Sophie Dorothee is described to us by courtier contem- 
poraries as ^ one of the most beautiful princesses of her day’ : 
Wilhelmina, on the other hand, testifies that she was never 
strictly to be called beautiful, but had a pleasant attractive 
physiognomy ; which may be considered better than strict 
beauty. Uncommon grace of figure and look, testifies Wil- 
helmina ; much dignity and soft dexterity, on social occasions ; 
perfect in all the arts of deportment ; and left an impression 
on you at once kindly and royal. Portraits of her, as Queen 
at a later age, are frequent in the Prussian Galleries ; she is 
painted sitting, where I best remember her. A serious, comely, 
rather plump, maternal-looking Lady ; something thoughtM 
in those gray still eyes of hers, in ihe turn of her face and 
carriage of her head, as she sits there, considerately gazing 
out upon a world which would never conform to her wilL 
Decidedly a handsome, wholesome and affectionate aspect of 
face. Hanoverian in type, that is to say, blond, florid, slightly 
profuse ; — ^yet the better kind of Hanoyerian, little or nothing 
of the worse or at least the worst kind. The eyes, as I s4y, 
are gray, and quiet, almost sad ; expressive of reticence and 

^ Minunres dc ta Margrave de Bareitk^ L t$ 
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reflection, of slow constancy rather than of s^peed in any kind. 
One expects, could the picture speak, the querulous sound of 
maternal and other solicitude ; of a temper tending towards 
the obstinate, the quietly unchangeable ; — ^loyal patience not 
wanting, yet in still larger measure royal impatience well con- 
cealed, and long and carefully cherished. This is what I read 
in Sophie Dorothee’s Portraits, — ^probably remembering what 
I had otherwise read, and come to know of her. She too will 
not a little concern us in the first part of this History. I find, 
for one thing, she had given much of her physiognomy to the 
Friedrich now bom. In his Portraits as Prince-Eoyal, he 
strongly resembles her ; it is his mother’s face informed with 
youth and new fire, and translated into the masculine gender : 
in his later Portraits, one less and less recognises the mother. 

Friedrich Wilhelm, now in the sixth year of wedlock, is 
still very fond of his Sophie Dorothee, — ‘ Fiechen' {Feelmi, 
diminutive of Sophie), as he calls her ; she also having, and 
continuing to have, the due wife’s regard for her solid, honest, 
if somewhat explosive bear. He troubles her a little now and 
then, it is said, with whiffs of jealousy ; but they are whiffs 
only, the product of accidental moodinesses in him, or of 
transient aspects, misinterpreted, in the court-life of a young 
and pretty woman. As the general rule, he is beautifully 
goodhumoured, kind even, for a bear; and, on the whole, 
they have begun their partnership under good omens. And 
indeed we may say, in spite of sad tempests that arose, they 
continued it under such. She brought him gradually no 
fewer than fourteen children, of whom ten survived him and 
came to maturity: and it is to be admitted theit conjugal 
relation, tihough a royal, was always a human one ; the main 
dmnents of it strictly observed on both sides ; all quanels in 
it capable of being healed again, and the feeling on both 
sides true, howevmc troublous. A rare fact among royal wed- 
lorib, and perhaps a unique one in that eporin 

The young couple, as is natural in their present position, 

von. I, c 
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a rugged creature inexpressibly precious to her. For days 
after his departure, she had kept solitary ; busied with little ; 
indulging in her own sad reflections without stint. Among 
the papers she had been scribbling, there was found one slip 
with a heart sketched on it, and round the heart ^ Parti’ 
(Gone) : My heart is gone ! — ^poor lady, and after what a 
jewel ! But Nature is very kind to all children and to all 
mothers that are true to her. 

Sophie Charlotte’s deep sorrow and dejection on this part- 
ing was the secret herald of fate to herself. It had meant ill 
health withal, and the gloom of broken nerves. All autumn 
and into winter she had felt herself indefinitely unwell ; she 
determined, however, on seeing Hanover and her good old 
Mother at the usual time. The gloomy sorrow over Fried- 
rich Wilhelm had been the premonition of a sudden illness 
which seized her on the road to Hanover, some five months 
afterwards, and which ended fatally in that city. Her death 
was not in the light style Friedrich her grandson ascribes to 
it ; ^ she died without epigram, and though in perfect simple 
courage, with the reverse of levity. 

Here, at first hand, is the specific account of that event ; 
which, as it is brief and indisputable, we may as well fish 
from the imbroglios, and render legible, to counteract such 
notions, and illuminate for moments an old scene of things. 
The writing, apparently a quite private piece, is by *M. 
de la Bergerie, Pastor of the French Church at Hanover,’ 
respectable Edict-of-Nantes gentleman, who had been called 
in on the occasion ; — ogives an authentic momentary picture, 
though a feeble and vacant one, of a locality at that time 
very interesting to Englishmen. M. de la Bergerie privately 
records: 

^The night between the last of January and the first of February 1706, 
between one and two o'clock in the morning, I was called to the Queen 
of Prussia, who was then dangerously ill 

^ M4moir«^ de Brandehurg (Preuss’ji JJdition of CEmres^ Berlin, 1847 et 
leqq.), i. Iia. 



S6 BIRTH AND PARENTAGE [BOOK L 

^ Entering the room, I threw myself at the foot of her bed, testifying 
to her in words my profound grief to see her in this state- After which 
1 took occasion to say, ^^She might know now that Kings and Queens 
are mortal equally with all other men ; and that they are obliged to 
appear before the throne of the majesty of Ood, to give an account of 
their deeds done, no less than the meanest of their subjects.'* To which 
her Majesty replied, know it well {Je le sais bien)” — I went on to say 
to her, Madam, your Majesty must also recognise in this hour the 
vanity and nothingness of the things here below, for which, it may be, you 
have had too much interest ; and the importance of the things of Heaven, 
which perhaps you have neglected and contemned.” Thereupon the 
Queen answered, ^^True {Gela est vrai)V* ^^Nevertheless, Madam^'* 
said I, does not your Majesty place really your trust in God ? Do you 
not very earnestly (Jbim sSrieusemmt) crave pardon of Him for all the 
sins you have committed ? Do not you fly pas recours) to the 

blood and merits of Jesus Christ, witiiout which it is impossible for us to 
stand before God?” The Queen answered, ^^Oui (Yes)/*^ — While this 
was going on, her Brother, Duke Ernst August, came into the Queen's 
room,* — ^perhaps with his eye upon me and my motions ? ^ As they 

wished to speak together, I withdrew by order/ 

This Duke Ernst August, age now 31, is the youngest 
Brother of the family ; there never was any Sister but 
dying one, who is four years older. Ernst August has some 
tincture of soldiership at this time (Marlborough Wars, and 
the like), as all his kindred had ; but ultimately he got the 
Bishopric of Osnabruck, that singular spiritual heirloom, ox 
A^^heirloom of the family ; and there lived or vegetated 
wi^ont noise. Poor soul, he is the same Bishop of Osna-< 
briick, to whose house, twenty-two years hence, Greorge i., 
struck by apoplexy, was breathlessly galloping in the summer 
midnight, one wish now left in him, to be with his brother ; 
—and arrived dead, or in the article of death. That was 
miother scene Ernst August had to witness in his life. I 
si^ him at present of a thought that M. de la Bergerie, 
mth hm pious commonplaces, is likely to do no good. Other 
taut of Ihnst August’s life; or of the Schloss bf Hanover 
^ht,— or where the sorrowing old Mother sat, ihvin- 
mfale tho^h weeping, in some neighbouring reom, — I cannot 

give. M. de la Bergraie continues his narrative : 
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^ Some time after^ I again presented myself before tlie Queen’s bed, to 
see if I could have occasion to speak to her on the matter of her salva- 
tion. But Monseigneur the Duke Ernst August then said to me. That it 
was not necessary ; that the Queen was at peace with her God (dtait Men 
mec son Dieuy — Which will mean also that M. de la Bergerie may go 
home ? However, he still writes : 

^ Next day the Prince told me, That observing I was come near the 
Queen’s bed, he had asked her if she wished I should still speak to her ; 
but she had replied, that it was not necessary in any way (nui^^emenfi), 
that she already knew all that could be said to her on such an occasion ; 
that she had said it to herself, that she was still saying it, and that she 
hoped to be well with her God. 

^In the end a faint coming upon the Queen, which was what ter- 
minated her life, I threw myself on my knees at the other side of her 
bed, the curtains of which were open ; and I called to God with a loud 
voice, ^^That He would rank his angels round this great Princess, to 
guard her from the insults of Satan ; that He would have pity on her 
soul ; that He would wash her with the blood of Jesus Christ he* 
heavenly Spouse ; that, having forgiven her all her sins, He would 
receive her to His glory.” And in that moment she expired.’^ — ^Age 
thirty-six and some months. Only Daughter of Electress Sophie ; and 
Father’s Mother of Frederick the Great. 

She was, in her time, a highly distinguished woman ; and 
has left, one may say, something of her likeness still traceable 
in the Prussian Nation, and its form of culture, to this day. 
Charlottenburg (Charlotte’s-town, so called by the sorrowing 
Widower), where she lived, shone with a much-admired French 
light under her presidency, — ^French essentially, Versaillese, 
Sceptico-Calvinistic, reflex and direct, — illuminating the dark 
North; and indeed has never been so bright since. The 
light was not what we can call inspired ; lunar rather, not of 
the genial or solar kind ; but, in good truth, it was the best 
then going ; and Sophie Charlotte, who was her Mothers 
daughter in this as in other respects, had made it her own. 
They were deep in literature, these two Royal Ladies ; 
especially deep in French theological polemics, with a strong 
leaning to the rationalist side. 

They had stopped in Rotterdam once, on a certain journey 

^ Erman, p. 242. 



S8 


BIRTH AND PARliNTAGt: [book L 

homewards from Flanders and the Baths of Aix-la-Chapelle, 
to see that admirable sage, the doubter Bayle. Their sub- 
lime messenger roused the poor man, in his garret there, in 
the Bompies, — after dark : but he had a headache that niglit ; 
was in bed, and could not come. He followed them next 
day; leaving his paper imbroglios, his historical, philo- 
sophical, anti-theological marine-stores ; and suspended his 
never-ending scribble, on their behalf ; — but would not accept 
a pension, and give it up.^ 

They were shrewd, noticing, intelligent and lively women ; 
persuaded that there was some nobleness for man beyond 
what the tailor imparts to him ; and even very eager to dis- 
cover it, had they known how. In these very days, while our 
little Friedrich at Berlin lies in his cradle, sleeping most of 
his time, sage Leibnitz, a rather weak but hugely ingenious 
old gentleman, with bright eyes and long nose, with vast 
black peruke and bandy legs, is seen daily in the Linden 
Avenue at Hanover (famed Linden Alley, leading from Town 
Palace to Country one, a couple of miles long, rather dis- 
appointing when one sees it), daily driving or walking towards 
Herrenhausen, where the Court, where the old Electress is, 
who will have a touch of dialogue with him to diversify her 
day. Not very edifying dialogue, we may fear; yet once 
more, the best that can be had in present circumstances. 
Here is some lunar reflex of Versailles, which is a polite 
court ; direct rays there are from the oldest written Gospels 
and the newest ; from the great unwritten Gospel of the Uni- 
verse itself ; and from one’s own real efiort, more or 
devout, to read all these aright. Let us not condemn that 
poor French eluent of Eclecticism, Scepticism, Tolerance 
Theodicea, and Bayle of the Bompies vewmts the College of 
&mnur. Let us admit that it was profitable, at least that 
it vm inevitable ; let us pity it, and be thankful for it, and 
rejoice that we are well out of it. Scepticism, which is 
there beginning at the very top of the world-tree, and has 
f anoaan, pp. m, 1 12. Date is 1700 (late ia the autumn probably). 
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him, as with invisible needle-points, an excellent dose of acu- 
pnncturation, on the subject of the Primitive Fathers and the 
Ecumenic Councils, on her own score. Let us give some 
Excerpt, in condensed state : 

^How can St Jerome, for example, be a key to Scripture?' she in- 
simiates ,* citing from Jerome this remarkable avowal of his method of 
composing books; ^especially of his method in that Book, Commentary 
m the GalatianSy where he accuses both Peter and Paul of simulation and 
even of hypocrisy. The great St Augustine has been charging him with 
this sad fact/ says her Majesty, who gives chapter and verse ; * ^ and 
Jerome answers: ‘^1 followed the Commentaries of Origen, of'" — five 
or six different persons, who turned out mostly to be heretics before 
Jerome had quite done with them in coming years 1 — ^ ‘"'And to confess 
the honest truth to you," continues Jerome, read all that ; and after 
having crammed my head with a great many things, I sent for my 
amanuensis, and dictated to him now my own thoughts, now those of 
others, without much recollecting the order, nor sometimes the words, 
nor even the sense." In another place (in the Book itself farther on t), 
he says : do not myself write ; I have an amanuensis, and I dictate 

to him what comes into my mouth. If I wish to reflect a little, to say 
the thing better or a better thing, he knits his brows, and the whole look 
of him tells me sufficiently that he cannot endure to wait." ' — ^Here is a 
sacred old gentleman, whom it is not safe to depend on for interpreting* 
the Scriptures, thinks her Majesty ; but does not say so, leaving Father 
Vota to his reflections. 

Then again, coming to Councils, she quotes St Gregory Nazianzen 
upon him ; who is truly dreadful in regard to Ecumenic Councils of th© 
Church,— and indeed may awaken thoughts of Deliberative AssembHe© 
generally, in the modern constitutional mind. ^He says, J No Council 
ever was successful ; so many mean human passions getting into con- 
flagration there; with noise, with violence and uproar, *^^niore like 
those of a tavern or still worse place,"— these are his words. He, for 
his own share, had resolved to avoid all such ^^rendezvousing of th© 
Oe^e and Cranes, flocking together to throttle and tatter one another in 
that sad manner." Nor had St, Theodoret much opinion of the Council 
of Nice, except as a kind of miracle. ^^Nothing good to be expected 
hroih Councils, says he, except when Qod is pleased to interpose, nnd 
destroy the machinery of the DeviL " ' 

* *3Epist. 28% edit. Paris.’ And Jerome’s answer, * Jdid, Epist. 

f * Commentary on the Galatians, chap, iii,’ 

Naaian^ de VUa sua»* 
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— ^With more of the like sort ; all delicate, as invisible needle- 
points, in her Majesty’s hand.^ What is Father Vota to 
say ? — -The modern reader looks through these chinks into a 
strange old scene, the stuff of it fallen obsolete, the spirit of 
it not, nor worthy to fall. 

These were Sophie Charlotte’s reunions ; very charming in 
their time. At which how joyful for Irish Toland to be pre- 
sent, as was several times his luck. Toland, a mere broken 
heretic in his own country, who went thither once as Se- 
cretary to some Embassy (Embassy of Macclesfield’s, 1701, 
announcing that the English Crown had fallen Hanover- 
wards), and was no doubt glad, poor headlong soul, to find 
himself a gentleman and Christian again, for the time being, 
— ^admires Hanover and Berlin very much ; and looks upon 
Sophie Charlotte in particular as the pink of women. Some- 
thing between an earthly Queen and a divine Egeria; ^ Serena ’ 
he calls her ; and, in his high-flown fashion, is very laudatory. 
^ The most beautiful Princess of her time,’ says he, — ^meaning 
one of the most beautiful : her features are extremely regular, 
and full of vivacity ; copious dark hair, blue eyes, complexion 
excellently fair ; — ^ not very tall, and somewhat too plump,’ 
he admits elsewhere. And then her mind, — ^for gifts, for 
graces, culture, where will you find such a mind.'* ^Her 
reading is infiinite, and she is conversant in all manner of 
subjects’; ‘knows the abstrusest problems of Philosophy’; 
says admiring Toland : much knowledge everywhere exact, and 
handled as by an artist and queen; for ‘her wit is inimi- 
table,’ ‘her justness of thought, her delicacy of expression,’ 
her felicity of utterance and management, are great. Foreign 

^ Letter undated (dateable * Liitzelburg, March 1703 *) is to be found entire, 
with all its adjuncts, in Erman, pp. 246-55. It was subsequently translated by 
Toland, and published here, as an excellent Polemical Piece, — entirely forgotten 
in our time (A letter against Popery by Sophia Charlotte the late Queen of 
Prussia: Being tic. London, 1712). But the finest Duel of all was pro- 
bably that between Beausobre and Toland himself (reported by Beausobfe, in 
something of a crowing manner, in Erman, pp. 203-41, * October 1701 ’), of 
which Toland makes no mention anywhere. 
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courtiers call her ^ the Republican Queen.’ She detects you 
a sophistry at one glance; pierces down direct upon the 
weak point of an opinion : never in my whole life did I, 
Toland, come upon a swifter or sharper intellect. And then 
she is so good withal, so bright and cheerful ; and * has the 
art of uniting what to the rest of the world are antagonisms, 
mirth and learning,’ — say even, mirth and good sense. Is 
deep in music, too ; plays daily on her harpsichord, and fan- 
tasies, and even composes, in an eminent manner.^ Toland’s 
admiration, deducting the highflown temper and manner of 
the man, is sincere and great. 

Beyond doubt a bright airy lady, shining in mild radiance 
in those Northern parts; very graceful, very witty and in- 
genious ; skilled to speak, skilled to hold her tongue, — which 
latter art also was frequently in requisition with her. She 
did not much venerate her Husband, nor the Court popula- 
tion, male or female, whom he chose to have about him : his 
and their ways were by no means hers, if she had cared to 
publish her thoughts. Friedrich i., it is admitted on all 
hands, was ^an expensive Herr’; much given to magnificent 
ceremonies, etiquettes and solemnities ; making no great way 
anywhither, and that always with noise enough, and with a 
dust vortex of courtier intrigues and cabals encircling him, — 
from which it is better to stand quite to windward. More- 
over, he was slightly crooked ; most sensitive, thin of akin 
and liable to sudden flaws of temper, though at heart very 
kind and good. Sophie Charlotte is she who wrote once, 
'Leibnitz talked to me of the infinitely little {de Vinpmmmd 
petit ) : mon Dieu, as if I did not know enough of that ! ’ 
Besides, it is whispered, she was once near marrying to 
Louis xiv.’s Dauphin; her Mother Sophie, and her Cousin 


2 of JPrussia and Banover, sent to a Minister efSMe 

U Homnd, by Mr. Toland (Undon, 1705), p. 322. Toland’s other Book, 
has reference to her, is of didactic nature ^immortality of the soul/ 

Idolatry, etc.), but with much fine panegyric direct and oWiQue; Zettm h 
Serena (‘ Serena being Queen), a thin 8ro, London, 1704. ^ 
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looser form, are also to be found in Pdllnifz ■} but for our 
purposes here is enough, and more than enough. 


CHAPTER V 


KING FKIEDRICH L 


The Prussian royalty is now in its twelfth year when this 
little Eriedrich, who is to carry it to such a height, comes into 
the world. Old Friedrich the Grandfather achieved this 
•iigidty, after long and intricate negotiations, in the first 3rear 
of the Century ; 1 6th November 1 7 0 0, his ambassador returned 
triumphant from Vienna ; the Kaiser had at last consented : 
We are to wear a crown royal on the top of our periwig; the 
old Electorate of Brandenburg is to become the Kingdom of 
Prussia; and the Family of HohenzoUem, slowly mounting 
these many centuries, has reached the upperm ost round of the 
ladder. 

Friedrich, the old Gentleman who now looks upon his little 
Grandson (destined to be Third King of Prussia) with such 
interest, — is not a very memorable man; but he has had his 
adventures too, his losses and his gains : and surely among the 
latter, the gain of a crown royal into his House giv^ bim^ if 
only as a chronological milestone, some place in History. He 
was son of him they call the Great Elector, Friedridh Wilhelm 
by name ; of whom the Prussians iq)eak much, in an eagedy 
celebrating manner, and whose strenuous toilsome work in this 
worldj^ebrated or not, is still deeply legible in the actual life 
and aflarrs of Germany. A man of whom we must yet find 
some opportunity to say a word. From him and a beautiful and 
escellent Prmcess Luise, Princess of Orange, — ^Dutch William, 


vonPoUniu, Mtmcirw »ur R^eningf 
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our Dutch William’s aunt, — this crooked royal Friedrich 
came. 

He was not bom crooked ; straight enough once, and a fine 
little boy of six months old or so ; there being an elder Prince 
now in his third year, also full of hope. But in a rough 
journey to Konigsberg and back (winter of 1657, as is guessed), 
one of the many rough jolting journeys this faithful Electress 
made with her Husband, a careless or unlucky nurse, who had 
charge of pretty little Fritzchen, was not sufBciently attentive 
to her duties on the worst of roads. The ever-jolting carriage 
gave some bigger jolt, the child fell backwards in her arms — 
did not quite break his back, but injured it for life : — and with 
his back, one may perceive, injured his soul and history to an 
almost corresponding degree. For the weak crooked boy, with 
keen and fine perceptions, and an inadequate case to put them 
in, grew up with too thin a skin : — ^that may be considered as 
the summary of his misfortunes ; and, on the whole, there is 
no other heavy sin to be charged against him. 

He had other loads laid upon him, poor youth : his kind 
pious Mother died, his elder Brother died, he at the age of 
seventeen saw himself Heir- Apparent ; — and had got a Step- 
mother with new heirs, if he should disappear. Sorrows 
enough in that one fact, with the venomous whisperings, com- 
mentaries and suspicions, which a Court population, female and 
male, in little Berlin Town, can contrive to tack to it. Does 
not the new Sovereign Lady, in her heart, wish you were dead, 
my Prince ? Hope it, perhaps ? Health, at any rate, weak ; 
and, by the aid of a little pharmacy — ^ye Heavens » 

Such suspicions are now understood to have had no basis 
except in the waste brains of courtier men and women ; but 
their existence there can become tragical enough. Add to 
which, the Great Elector, like all the Hohenzollerns, was a 
choleric man; capable of blazing into volcanic explosions, 

^ Johann Wegflihrer, tthsn der Kurf Untin Luise^ gehornen Prinzessm von 
Nassau^Omnim^ GemMin Frudrkh Wilhelm des Grossen (Leipzig, 1838), 

p. 107. 
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when afironted by idle masses of cobwebs in the midst of his 
serious businesses ! It is certain, the young Prince jB'riedrich 
had at one time got into quite high, shrill and mutually 
minatory terms with his Stepmother ; so that once, after some 
such shrill dialogue between them, ending with ‘You shall 
repent this. Sir ! ’ — ^he found it good to fly ofF in the night, 
with only his Tutor or Secretary and a valet, to Hessm-C^el 
to an Aunt ; who stoutly protected him in this emeigenty ; 
and whose Daughter, after the difficult readjustment of matters, 
became his Wife, but did not live long. And it is farther 
certain the same Prince, during this his first wedded time, 
dining one day with his Stepmother, was taken suddenly ill. 
Felt ill, after his cup of coffee ; retired into another room in 
violent spasms, evidently in an alarming state, and secretly in 
a most alarmed one : his Tutor or Secretary, one Danfcelmann, 
attended him thither ; and as the Doctor took some time to 
arrive, and the symptoms were instant and urgent. Secretary 
Dankelmann produced ‘from a pocketbook some dmg of his 
own, or of the Hessen-Cassel Aunt,’ emetic I suppose, said gave 
it to the poor Prince; — who said often, and felt ever after, 
with or without notion of poison, That Dankelmann had saved 
his life. In consequence of whidi adventure he again quitted 
Court without leave ; and begged to be permitted to remaitt 
safe in the country, if Papa would be so good.^ 

Fancy the Great Elector’s hmnour on sudb an occurrence ; 
and what a furtherance tb Mm in his heavy continual labours,' 
and strenuous swimming fer lift, these beautifiil humottM and 
transactions must have be« ! A crookbstcked boy, db«ur tb 
the Great Elector, pukes, one afternoon ; and there Molise 
^ an opmng of the Nether Floodgates of this Ilnivmcse : 
in and round your poor workshop, nothing but dirt* 

ne^j smell of sMphur ; hissir^ of forked serpents here, and the 
universal aUeleu of female hysterics there ;— to help a man 
forward with his work ! O reader, we will pity the crowned 
head, as well as the hatted and even hatless one. Human 
^ Pollnitz, Memoirent i* 
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His young Hessen-Cassel Wife died suddenly in 1683 ; 
and again there was mad rumour of poisoning ; which Elec- 
tress Dorothee disregarded as below her, and of no conse- 
quence to her, and attended to industrial operations that 
would pay. That poor young Wife, when dying, exacted a 
promise from Prince Friedrich that he would not wed again, 
but be content with the Daughter she had left him : which 
promise, if ever seriously given, could not be kept, as we have 
seen. Prince Friedrich brought his Sophie Charlotte home 
about fifteen months after. With the Stepmother and with 
the Court there was armed neutrality under tolerable forms, 
and no open explosion farther. 

In a secret way, however, there continued to be difficulties. 
And such diflSculties had already been, that the poor young 
man, not yet come to his Heritages, and having, with pro- 
bably some turn for expense, a covetous unamiable Step- 
mother, had fallen into the usual difficulties ; and taken the 
methods too usual. Namely, had given ear to the Austrian 
Court, which offered him assistance, — somewhat as an aged 
Jew will to a young Christian gentleman in quarrel with 
papa, — ^upon condition of his signing a certain bond : bond 
which much surprised Prince Friedrich when he came to 
understand it ! Of which we shall hear more, and even 
much more, in the course of time 1 — 

Neither after his accession (year 1688; his Cousin Dutch 
William, of the glorious and immortal memory, just lifting 
anchor towards these shores) was the new Electors life an 
easy one. We may say, it was replete with troubles rather ; 
and unhappily not so much with great troubles, which could 
call forth antagonistic greatness of mind or of result, as with 
never-ending shoals of small troubles, the antagonism to 
which is apt to become itself of smallish character. Do not 
search into his history ; you will remember almost nothing of 
it (I hope) after never so many readings 1 Garrulous Pollnitz 
and others have written enough about him ; but it all runs off 
from you again, as a thing that has no affinity with tb© 
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human skin. He had a court ^rempli (Fwitrigues^ full of 
never-ending cabals,’ ^ — about what ? 

One question only are we a little interested in • How he 
came by the Kingship ? How did the like of him contrive 
to achieve Kingship ? We may answer : It was not he that 
achieved it; it was those that went before him, who had 
gradually got it, — as is very usual in such cases. All that 
he did was to knock at the gate (the Kaiser’s gate and the 
world’s), and ask ^ Is it achieved, then ? ’ Is Brandenburg 
grown ripe for having a crown? Will it be needful for 
you to grant Brandenburg a crown ? Which question, after 
knocking as loud as possible, they at last took the trouble to 
answer, ^ Yes, it will be needful.’ — 

Elector Friedrich’s turn for ostentation, — or, as we may 
interpret it, the high spirit of a Hohenzollern working 
through weak nerves and a crooked back, — ^had early set him 
a- thinking of the Kingship ; and no doubt, the exaltation of 
rival Saxony, which had attained that envied dignity (in a 
very unenviable manner, in the person of Elector August made 
King of Poland) in 1697, operated as a new spur on his 
activities. Then also Duke Ernst of Hanover, his father-in- 
law, was struggling to become Elector Ernst ; Hanover to be 
the Ninth Electorate, which it actually attained in 1698; 
not to speak of England, and quite endless prospects there for 
Ernst and Hanover. These my lucky neighbours are all 
rising ; all this the Kaiser has granted to my lucky neigh- 
bours : why is there no promotion he should grant me, among 
them ! — 

Elector Friedrich had 30,000 excellent troops; Kaiser 
Leopold, the ^little man in red stockings,’ had no end of 
Wars* Wa^ra in Turkey, wars in Italy ; all Dutcdi 
wars and more, on our fide of Europe i^and here is a Spanish- 
Succesffen War^ coming dubiously cm, which infi^ 
greater tl^ aU the rest together*^^^ liiedricii some^ 

^ Ffirster, i. 74 {quoting Mitmins du Cmts de j etc. etc, 

von, I* P 
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times in his own high person (a courageous and high though 
thin-skiimed man), otherwise by skilful deputy, had done the 
Kaiser service, often signal service, in all these Wars; and 
was never wanting in the time of need, in the post of diffi- 
culty with those famed Prussian Troops of his. A loyal 
gallant Elector this, it must be owned ; capable withal of 
doing signal damage, if we irritated him too far ! Why not 
give him this promotion, since it costs m absolutely nothing 
real, not even the price of a yard of ribbon with metal cross 
at the end of it ? Kaiser Leopold himself, it is said, had no 
particular objection ; but certain of his ministers had ; and 
the little man in red stockings, — ^much occupied in hunting, 
for one thing, — ^let them have their way, at the risk of anger- 
ing Elector Friedrich. Even Dutch William, anxious for it, 
in sight of the future, had not yet prevailed. 

The negotiation had lasted some seven years, without re- 
sult. There is no doubt but the Succession War, and Marl- 
borough, would have brought it to a happy issue : in the 
mean while, it is said to have succeeded at last, somewhat on 
the sudden, by a kind of accident. This is idle curious 
mythical account ; incorrect in some unessential particulars, 
but in the main and singular part of it well-founded. Elector 
Friedrich, according to Pollnitz and others, after failing in 
many methods, had sent 100,000 thalers (say 15,0001) to 
give, by way of— bribe we must call it, — ^to the chief oppoiring 
Hofrath at Vienna. The money was oiOfered, accordingly ^ 
and was refused by the opposing Hofrath : upon which the 
Brandenburg Ambassador wrote that it was all labour lost ; 
and even hurried off homewards in despair, leaving a Secretary 
in Ms ^lace. The Brandenburg Court, nothing despafring, 
orders in the mean while. Try another with it , — mme otibet 
Hofrath, whose name they wrote in cipher, v^Mch the blund»* 
ing Secretary took to mean no Hofrath, but te Eai»^a Cm^ 
fessor and Oiief Jesuit, Pater Wblf To Mm accordingly he 
hast^ed with the cash, to Mm with the respectful Electoral 
req^uest ; who recdved it is said, especially the 16,000?., 
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with a Gloria in esccehis ; and went forthwith and persuaded 
the Kaiser.^ — ^Now here is the inexactitude, say modem 
Doctors of History; an error no less than threefold. 1°. 
Elector Friedrich was indeed advised, in cipher, by his agent 
at Vienna, to write in person to — ‘ Who is that cipher, 
then ? ’ asks Elector Friedrich, rather puzzled. At Vienna 
that cipher was meant for the Kaiser ; but at Berlin they 
take it for Pater Wolf ; and write accordingly, and are 
answered with readiness and animation. Pater Wolf 
was not official Confessor, but was a Jesuit in extreme favour 
with the Kaiser, and by birth a nobleman, sensible to human 
decorations. He accepted no bribe, nor was any sent; 
his bribe was the pleasure of obliging a high gentleman who 
condescended to ask, and possibly the hope of smoothing 
roads for St. Ignatius and the Black Militia, in time coming. 
And thm at last, and not otherwise than thus, say exact 
Doctors, did Pater Wolf do the thing.^ Or might not the 
actual death of poor King Carlos ii. at Madrid, 1st November 
1700, for whose heritages all the world stood watching with 
swords half drawn, considerably assist Pater Wolf? Done 
sure enough the thing was ; and before November ended, 
Friedrich’s messenger returned with ‘ Yes ’ for answer, and a 
Treaty signed on the 16th of that month.® 

To the huge joy of Elector Friedrich and his Court, almost 
the very nation thinking itself glad. Which joyful Potentate 
decided to set out straightway and have the coronation done ; 
though it was midwinter ; and Konigsberg (for Prussia is to be 
our title, ‘King in Prussia,’ and Konigsberg is Capital City 
there) lies 450 miles off, through tangled shaggy forests, 
boggy wildernesses, and in many parts only corduroy roads. 
We order ‘ SO, 000 posthorses,’ besides all our own large stud, 
to be got ready at the various stations : our boy Friedrich 

^ Pollnitz, Memoirm, i. 310. 

* G. A, H. Stenzel, Gesc^uhte. des JPreussischm StacUs (Hamburg, 1841), iii. 
104. Nicolai {^Berliner Monatschrift^ year 1 799); etc. 

* Pollnitz (i. 318) gives the Treaty (date corrected by his Editor, ii. 589). 
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Wilhelm, rugged boy of twelve, mugh and yet much. 

‘ given to blush ’ wiliuJ (which is a feature of him), shall go 
with us ; much more, Sophie Charlotte our august l-Ueetreas- 
Queen that is to be : and we ret out, on thft 1 7th of 
December 1700, last year of the Century; *i« IHOO car- 
riages ’ : such a cavalcade as never crmsed those wintry wiltler- 
nesses before. Eriedrich AVilhehn went in the tliird division 
of carriages (for 1800 of them could not go quite together); 
our noble Sophie Charlotte in the second ; a At nyy-.d of 
Brandenburg-Schwedt, chief Margmf, our ©Wait Half-Hndher, 
Dorothee’s eldest Son, sitting on the couch box, in mtmc.t in- 
signia, as similitude of Driver. So strict are we in etiquette ; 
etiquette indeed being now ujwn its .ipotluscis, and after such 
efforts. Six or seven years of efforts on Elector fViedricli’s 
part ; and six or seven hundred years, tmcoiiscimisly, on timt 
of his ancestors. 


The magnificence of Friedrich’s ]>ro!‘i‘>,iii!i!iig'; into Kitelgs- 
berg, and through it or in it, to be cnm-mHi, and of hl« coro- 
nation ceremonies there : what pen can describe it, wlml pen 
need! Folio volumes with copper- phufcs Imve been written on 
it; and are not yet all pasted in bandboxes, or slit into spills,* 
‘ Ihe diamond buttons of his Majwty’# coat’ (stiufT-colotired or 
purple, I cannot recollect) ‘cost 1,500/. apiece’; by thl# one 
feature judge what an expensive Herr. Streets wvm hung wi& 
cloth, carpeted with doth, no end of draperii» and cloth ; your 
oppressed imagination feels as if there was clotl» eutu!! h. of 
bright: colours, to thatch the Arctk Zone, 
ith illuminatiom, 'caiinon-aalvag^ foun'tilas ttmuiug wkm* 
Friedrich had made two Bishops for the nonm Two* of his 
natural Church-Superintendents made into on 

the Anglican model,— which was always a favourite with him, 
md a pious wish of his ; — but they rcmuiiu'il »«•«. t-nl I>randu!fj, 
ese two, and did not, after their haranguing nedl imdinllng 
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fuBctions, take root in the country. He himself put the crown 
on his head : ^ King here in my own right, after all !’ — and 
looked his royalest, we may fancy ; the kind eyes of him almost 
partly fierce for moments, and the cheerfulness of pride’ well 
blending with something of awful. 

In all which sublimities, the one thing that remains for 
human memory is not in these Folios at all, but is considered 
to be a fact not the less : Electress Charlotte’s, now Queen 
Charlotte’s, very strange conduct on the occasion. For she 
cared not much about crowns, or upholstery magnificences of 
any kind ; but had meditated from of old on the infinitely 
little ; and under these genuflexions, risings, sittings, shiftings, 
grimacings on all parts, and the endless droning eloquence of 
Bishops invoking Heaven, her ennui, not ill-humoured or offen- 
sively ostensible, was heartfelt and transcendent. At one tirm 
of the proceedings. Bishop This and Chancellor That droning 
their empty grandiloquences at discretion, Sophie Charlotte was 
distinctly seen to smuggle out her snuff-box, being addicted to 
that rakish practice, and fairly solace herself with a delicate 
little pinch of snuff. Rasped tobacco, taim rajpk^ called by 
mortals rdp& or rapee : there is no doubt about it ; and the 
new King himself noticed her, and hurled back a look of due 
fulminancy, which could not help the matter, and was only lost 
in air. A memorable little action, and almost symbolic in the 
first Prussian Coronation. * Yes, we are Kings, and are got 
so near the stars, not nearer ; and you invoke the gods, in 
that tremendously longwinded manner; and I — ^Heavens, I 
have my snuff-box by me, at least !’ Thou wearied patient 
Heroine ; cognisant of the infinitely little ! — ^This symbolic 
pinch of snuff is fragrant all along in Prussian History* A 
fragrancy of humble verity in the middle of all royal or other 
ostentations; inexorable, quiet protest against cant, done with 
such simplicity: Sophie Charlotte’s symbolic pinch of snuff. 
She was always considered something of a Republican Queen. 

Thus Brandenburg Electorate has become Kingdom of 
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Prussia ; and the Hohenzollerns have put a crown upon their 
head. Of Brandenburg, what it was, and what Prussia was ; 
and of the Hohenzollerns and what they were, and how they 
rose thither, a few details, to such as are dark about th^se 
matters, cannot well be dispensed with here* 
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CHAPTER I 

BBANNIBOa: HENRY THE FOWLER 

The Brandenburg Countries, till they become related to the 
HohenzoUem Family 'which now rules there, have no History 
that has proved memorable to mankind. There has indeed 
been a good deal ■written under that title ; but there is by no 
means much known, and of that again there is alarmingly 
little that is worth knowing or remembering. 

Pytheas, the Marseilles Travelling Commissioner, looking 
out for new channels of trade, somewhat above 2,000 years ago, 
saw the country actually lying there; sailed past it, occasion- 
ally landing; and made report to such Marseilles * Chamber 
of Commerce’ as there then was : — ^report now lost, all to a 
few indistinct and insignificant fiactions.^ This was ‘about 
the year 827 before Christ,’ while Alexander of Macedon was 
busy conquering India. Beyond question, Pytheas, the first 
wriimg or civilised creature Idiat ever saw Germany, gazed 
with bds Greek eyes, and occasionally landed, striving to speak 
and inquire, upon those old Baltic Coasts, north border of the 
now Prussian lingdom ; and reported of it to mankind we 
know not 'what. Which brings home to us the fact that it 
^ Mimoins ds VAcadinm des Inscriptions^ t ndx, 46, xjptvii, 439, etc. 
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[A.D. 600 

existed, but almost nothing more : A Country of lakes and 
woods, of marshy jungles, sandy wildernesses ; inhabited by 
bears, otters, bisons, wolves, wild swine, and certain shaggy 
Germans of the Suevic type, as good as inarticulate to Pytheas. 
After which all direct notice of it ceases for above three 
hundred years. We can hope only that the jungles were 
getting cleared a little, and the wild creatures hunted down ; 
that the Germans were increasing in number, and becoming a 
thought less shaggy. These latter, tall Suevi Semnones, men 
of blond stem aspect (pculi truces ccerulei) and great strength 
of bone, were known to possess a formidable talent for fight- 
ing Drusus Germanicus, it has been guessed, did not like to 
appear personally among them : some ‘ gigantic woman pro- 
phesying to him across the Elbe’ that it might be dangerous, 
Drusus contented himself with erecting some triumphal pillar 
on his own safe side of the Elbe, to sai/ that they were 
conquered. 

In the Fourth Century of our era, when the German popu- 
lations, on impulse of certain ‘ Huns expelled from the Chinese 
frontier,’ or for other reasons valid to themselves, began flow- 
ing universally southward, to take possession of the rich Roman 
world, and so continued flowing for two centuries more; the old 
German frontiers generally, and especially those Northern 
Baltic countries, were left comparatively vacant ; so that new 
immigrating populations from the East, all of Sclavic origin, 
easily obtained footing and supremacy there. In the Northern 
parts, these immigrating Sclaves were of the kind called 
Vandals, or Wends: they spread themselves as far west as 
Hamburg and the Ocean, south also far over the Elbe in some 
quarters; while other kinds of Sclaves were equally busy else- 
where. With what difliculty in settling the new boundaries, 
and what inexhaustible funds of quarrel thereon, is still visible 
to every one, though no Historian was there to say the least 
word of it. * All of Sclavic origin’ ; but who knows of how 
many kinds : Wends here in the North, through the Lausitz 
' De M^rUnis c, 45. 
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(Lusatia) and as far as Thuringen ; not to speak of Polacks, 
Bohemian Czechs, Hxins, Bulgars, and the other dim nomen- 
clatures, on the Eastern frontier. Five-hundred years of 
violent unrecorded fighting, abstruse quarrel with their new 
neighbours in settling the marches. Many names of towns in 
Germany ending in itz (Meuselwitz, Mollwitz), or bearing the 
express epithet Wmdisch (Wendish), still give indication of 
those old sad circumstances ; as does the word Slave^ in all 
our Western languages, meaning captured Sclavonian. What 
long-drawn echo of bitter rage and hate lies in that small 
etymology ! ^ 

These things were ; but they have no History : why should 
they have any ? Enough that in those Baltic regions, there 
are for the time (Year 600, and till long after Charlemagne 
is out) Sclaves in place of Suevi or of Holstein Saxons and 
Angli ; that it is now shaggy Wends who have the task of 
taming the jungles, and keeping down the otters and wolves. 
Wends latterly in a waning condition, much beaten upon by 
Charlemagne and others; but never yet beaten out. And 
so it has to last, century after century ; Wends, wolves, wild 
swine, all alike dumb to us. Dumb, or sounding only one 
huge unutterable message (seemingly of tragic import), like 
the voice of their old Forests, of their old Baltic Seas: — 
perhaps more edifying to us so. Here at last is a definite 
date and event - 

*A.n. 928, Henry the Fowler, marching across the frozen 
bogs, took BEAxrmBOR, a chief fortress of the Wends ’ rst 
mention in human speech of the place now called Branden- 
burg: Bor or ‘Burg of the Brenns’ (if there ever was any 
Tribe of Brenns, — Brermus^ there as elsewhere, bemg name 
for Ki/ng or Deader) ; ‘Burg of the Woods,’ say others,^ — ^who 
as little know. Probably, at that time, a town of clay hu s, 
with ditch and palisaded sod^wall round it ; certainly ‘ a chirf 

^ ICSWer, EHchs-Mstorie (f rankfeth tind Leipzig, 1737L P- 63. MidmeHs, 
Chw- Mauser in Deutschland (Lemgo, i 759 » t. 255. 
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fortress of the Wcn(l%‘*— "Who iinisl. have lieeii a ^mnl deal 
surprised at sight of Henry on the rimy winter moruing near 
a thousand ycai-s ago. 

This is the grand old Henry, c'lilled * fla» howlm*' {Hrinmk 
der Vogler% htamuso he wan in his Vi\^riliirnh'- (l^uicunry or 
Hawk es’tablislunent, Beeing liis Hawks Hy) in the tipIiUKi 
Harts? Onmtry, when ttH'sscMigers cmm to tell him that the 
German Nation, ihrongli its Ih'inm and Antliorilies iwsmiihlit! 
at Fritriar, had made him King; and that he would have 
dreadful work henceforth* ^Viiiefi he undertook ; imd fi'lio 
did,-^ — this of Braimihor onlv one small item of if; ■ wurrin^j! 
right majufiilly all his days against (1mt»s in that country, no 
rest for him thenceforth till he <li«L llie !i( ;.>jtining of 
German Kings; the tlrst, or essentiuily the fimt xivcrt-ign of 
unitcti GcTinuny, — rharleiungm's jwsterity to the last hastanl 
having died out, and only Anarchy, Italian ami other, Iwing 
now the alternative, 

‘A very W>;h Kinj;,' says one wliojr Notv-twoks I lmv« got, *«n 
authentically noble human figure, viNible still ia dear oatliiie lit the 
gray dawn of Modern HmUwy. The Father of whatever giww! has alnce 
been in (Jermaiiy. Ho Mubdtied hi* Ihtkfn, Hchwahen, iialern (.Mwahia, 
Bavaria) and other*, who were getting too Awedtfin^, and Inditmd to 
disobedience. He nmu»^r*Hl to get Imek Utrraine ; made truen with tlse 
Hungarians, who were «')icessively invwtivo at that time. Treee with 
the Hungarian* ; and then, having gathered alrenglh, made dftwdfni 
beating of them; two beating*,— one to eadi half, for the iuvadn. .'<av!c-ery 
had split itself, for Imttor dianeo of plunder ; find beating wwi at Honder- 
hausen, «econd wa* at Menwburg, Year — whirh imtlitai them 
considerably. Another Iwating from Henry*# non, and they never rami 
back. Beat Wend*, liofow thi*,— “ Branriibor tJirmigh frwen hoga" 
five y»rs ago. Beat Kedavio Meitweiiem (Misnian*); llohemlan ( wwh*, 
and took Frag; Wend* again, with huge alanghtor; then thin**, and 
made “King Worm tributary*’ (King Worm th» Hard, our ICnit€» or 
Canute’s great- grand fatlirr, Year OiH);— Iiuit of ail, thtmt invadvi 
Hungarians as above. Had sent the ilungartans, when ttiey demandMi 
tribute or black - mail of him a* heretofore, Truce being now out,*—* 
mangy hound : 1 liere is your liiat^k'inail, Sir* ; make morh of that J 

‘He had “the imi^e of St Michad painted on hi* •twidard" j «swi- 
trary to wont He mnkw, or re-makw, Markgraf* (Warden* of the 
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i.rches)j to be under his Dukes, — and not too hereditary. Who Ms 
arkgiwes were? Dim History counts them to the number of six* i 
uchi take in their order : ^ 

" I**- Bkswig, looking over into the Scandinavian countries, and the 
me Sea-kings. This Markgraviate did not last long under that title. 
g:ucBS, it became 8tade-and--Ditmar$ch afterwards. 

^ 2^ SoUwedel, ---which grows to be Markgraviate of Brandenburg by 
id by, Soltwedel, now called Salzwedel, an old Town still extant, 
xty miles to west and north of Brandenburg, short way south of the 
Ibe, was as yet headquarters of this second Markgraf; and any Warden 
e Have at Brandenburg is only a deputy of him or some other. 

^ S’*, M$Usen (which we call Misnia), a country at that time still full 
f Wends. 

^4**, lausits!^ also a very Wendish country (called in English maps 
which is its name in Monk-Latin, not now a spoken language). 
>id not long continue a Markgraviate ; fell to Meissen (Saxony), fell to 
Irandenburg, Bohemia, Austria, and had many tos and fros. Is now 
since the Thirty- Years-War time) mostly Saxon again. 

^ Amtria ((Esterreich, Eastern-Kingdom, JEasternrey as we might 
say) ; to look after the Hungarians, and their valuable claims to black- 
mail. 

^6'*. Antwerp (^^At-the-Wharf,*' On-t*- Wharf,*" so to speak), against 
the French ; which function soon fell obsolete. 

' These were Henr/s six Markgraviates (as my best authority enumer- 
ates them) ; and in this way he had militia captains ranked all round his 
borders, against the intrusive Sclavic element. 

^ He fortified Towns ; all Towns are to be walled and warded, — ^to be 
Burge in fact ; and the inbabitants B-Ur^rhers, or men capable of defending 
Burgs. Everywhere the ninth man is to serve as soldier in his Town ; 
other eight in tlie country are to feed and suppoit him: Heergerdthe 
(War-tackle, what is called Beriot in our old Books) descends to the 
eldest son of a fighting man who had served, as with us. All robbers 
are made soldiers " (unless they prefer hanging) ; and weaponshows and 
drill are kept up. This is a man who will make some impression upon 
Anarchy, and its Wends and Huns. His standard was St Michael, as 
we have seen ,^ — whoee sword is derived from a very high quarter ! A 


^ Kbhler, Beichs-Biskne, p. 66 . This is by no means Kohler’s chief Book ; 
but this too is good, and does, in a solid effective way, what it attempts. He 
aeems to me by &c the best Historical Genius the Germans have yet produced, 
though 1 do not find much mention of him in their Literary Histories and 
Catalogues, A man of ample learning, and also of strong cheerful human sense 
and humma honesty 5 whom it is thrice-pleasant to meet with in those ghastly 
solitudes, populous chiefly with doleful creatures. 
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pious man founded Quedlinburg Abbey, and much els© in that kind, 
having a pious Wife withal, MechtUdis, who took the main hand in that 
of Quedlinburg ^ whose Lifs is in heibnitz!,^ not the legiblest of Hooks. — - 
On the whole, a right gallant King and Fowler. Died, A..n. 936 (at 
Memmleben, a Monastery on the Unstrut, not far from Schulpforte), 
age sixty i had reigned only seventeen years, and done so much. Xaes 
buried in Quedlinburg Abbey any Tomb > I know no Life of him but 
GuTidling^Sy which is an extremely inextricable Piece, and re<|uire8 mainly 
to be forgotten. -Hail, brave Henry : across the Nine dim Centuries, we 
salute thee, still visible as a valiant Son of Cosmos and Son of Pleaven, 
beneficently sent us j as a man who did in grim earnest serve God in 
his day, and whose works accordingly bear fruit to our day, and to 
all days 1 * — 

So far my rough Note-books ; which require again to be 
shut for the present, not to abuse the reader's patience or lead 
him from his road. 

This of Markgrafs {Grafs of the Marches, marked Places, 
or Boundaries) was a natural invention in that state of cir^ 
cumstances. It did not quite originate with Henry ; but was 
much perfected by him, he first recognising how essential it 
was. On all frontiers he had his (Count, Reeve^ CPreeve^ 
whom some think to be only Grau, Gray, or Senior^ the 
hardiest, wisest steel-gray man he could discover) stationed 
on the Marcky strenuously doing watch and ward there : the 
post of difficulty, of peril, and naturally of honour too, 
nothing of a sinecure by any means. Which post, like every 
other, always had a tendency to become hereditary, if the 
kindred did not fail in fit men. And hence have come the 
innumerable Markgraves, Marquises, and suchlike, of modem 
times : titles now become chimerical, and more or less men- 
dacious, as most of oirr titles are, — like so many Bmffs 
changed into ^ Boroughs,’ and even into ^ Botten Boroughs,' 
with Defensive JSizr^hers of the known sort : very mournful 
to discover. Once Norroy was not all pasteboard ! At the 
heart of that huge whirlwind of his, with its dusty heraldriw, 
and fantasmal nomenclatures now become mendacious, there 
lay, at first, always an earnest human fact, Henry the 
* Ueibnitz, Scriftores R^rmrt etc. (Hanoveri i# 
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Fowler was so happy as to have the fact without any mixture 
of mendacity : we are in the sad reverse case ; reverse case 
not yet altogether complete^ but daily becoming so, — one of 
the saddest and strangest ever heard of, if we thought of 
it ! — ^But to go on with business. 

Markgraviates there continued to be ever after, — Six in 
Henry'^s time: — ^but as to the number, place, arrangement 
of thenci, all this varied according to circumstances outward 
and inward, chiefly according to the regress or the reintrusion 
of the circumambient hostile populations; and underwent 
many changes. The sea-wall you build, and what main flood- 
gates you establish in it, will depend on the state of the outer 
sea. Markgraf of Sleswig grows into Markgraf of Ditma/rsch 
md Stade ; retiring over the Elbe, if Norse Piracy get very 
triumphant. Antwerp falls obsolete; so does Meissen by 
and by. Lausitz and Scdzwedel^ in the third century hence, 
shrink both into Brandenhvrg; which was long only a subaltern 
station, managed by deputy from one or other of these. A 
Markgraf that prospered in repelling of his Wends and Huns 
had evidently room to spread himself, and could become very 
great, and produce change in boundaries : observe what 
(Esterreich (Austria) grew to, and what Brandenhitrg; Meissen 
too, which became modem Saxony, a state once greater than 
it now is. 

In old Books are Lists of the primitive Markgraves of 
Brandenburg, from Henry'’s time downward ; two sets, ^ Mark- 
graves of the Witekind race,’ and of another : ^ but they are 
altogether uncertain, a shadowy intermittent set of Markgraves, 
both the Witekind set and the Non-Witekind ; and truly, for 
a couple of centuries, seem none of them to have been other 
than subaltern Deputies, belonging mostly to JLcmitz or 
Salzwedel^ of whom therefore we mn say nothing here, but 
must leave the first two hundred years in their natural 
state, — ^perhaps suificiently conceivable by the readoti 

1 Hiibner, Geneah^sche (Leipzig, 1725-8)1 i. 172, 1^3. A Book of 

rare excellence in its kind. 
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But thus, at any rate, was Brandenburg (Bor or Burg of 
the Brenm^ whatever these axe) first discovered to Christen- 
dom, and added to the firm land of articulate History : a feat 
worth putting on record. Done by Henry the Fowler, in the 
Year of Grace 928, — while (among other things noticeable 
in this world) our Knut’s great-grandfather, Gormo Dunes, 

^ Henry’s Tributary,’ was still King of Denmark ; when Harald 
Bluetooth (Blaatand) was still a young fellow, with his teeth 
of the natural colour; and Swen with the Forked Beard 
(Tvaeshaeg, Double-beard, ^ Tworshag’') was not bom; and 
the Monks of Ely had not yet (by about a hundred years) 
b^un that singing,^ nor the tide that refusal to retire, on 
behalf of this Knut, in our English part of his dominions. 

That Heniy appointed due Wardenship in Brannibor was 
in the common course. Sure enough, some Markgraf must 
take charge of Brannibor, — ^he of the Lausitz eastward, for 
example, or he of Salzwedel westward : — ^that Brannibor, in 
time, will itself be found the fit place, and have its own 
Markgraf of Brandenburg ; this, and what in the next nine 
centuries Brandenburg will grow to, Heniy is far from sur- 
mising. Brandenburg is fairly captured across the frozen 
bogs, and has got a warden and ninth-man garrison settled 
in it: Brandenburg, like other things, will grow to what 
it can. 

Henry’s son and successor, if not himself, is reckoned to 

have founded the Cathedral and Bishopric of Brandenburg, 

his Clergy and he always longing much for the conversion 


^ 1 Without note or comment, in the old Book of Ely (date before the Conquest) 
is preserved this stave ;-giving picture, if we consider it, of the Fen Country 
all a lake (as it was for half the year, till drained, six centuries after), with 
Ely MOTasteiy rising like an island in the distance; and the music of its 
ncMS carvers sounding soft and far over the solitude, eight hundred years 
and more. 


lfoK«i^theMiin«^b.mKnEly Mtrry sang the Monks in Elf 

^ Ocnights), pearHula^d, 

AadtoewefeesMimediessaeng* ^ndhmr time MmMs sons. 

See Bentham's History of Ely (Cambridge, pj, 94, 
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of these Wends and Huns ; which indeed was, as the like 
still is, the one thing needful to rugged heathens of that 
kind. 


CHAPTER II 
pueussen: saint adalbekt 

Five-hundred miles, and more, to the east of Brandenburg, 
lies a Country then as now called Premsen (Prussia Proper), 
inhabited by Heathens, where also endeavours at conversion 
are going on, though without success hitherto. Upon which 
we are now called to cast a glance. 

It is a moory flat country, full of lakes and woods, like 
Brandenburg ; spreading out into grassy expanses, and bosky 
wildernesses humming with bees ; plenty of bog in it, but 
plenty also of alluvial mud ; sand too, but by no means so 
high a ratio of it as in Brandenburg ; tracts of Preussen are 
luxuriantly grassy, frugiferous, apt for the plough ; and the 
soil generally is reckoned fertile, though lying so far north- 
ward. Part of the great plain or flat which stretches, sloping 
insensibly, continuously, in vast expanse, from the Silesian 
Mountains to the amber-regions of the Baltic ; Preussen is 
the seaward, more alluvial part of this, — extending west and 
east, on both sides of the Weichsel (Vistuld), from the regions 
of the Oder river to the main stream of the Memel. Bordering- 
an-Rusda its name signifies : Bor-Russia, BVussia, Prussia ; 
or — some say it was only on a certain inconsiderable river on 
those parts, river JRetmen, that it * bordered,’ and Hot on the 
great Country, or any part of it, which now in our days is 
conspicuously its next neighbour. Who knows ?— 

In Henry the Fowler’s time, and long afterwards, Preussen 
was a vehemently Heathen country ihe natives a Miscellany 
of rough Serbic Wends, Letts, Swedfeh Goths, or Dryasdust 
knows not what; — ^very probably a sprinkling of Swedish 
Goths> from old time, chiefly along the coasts. Dryasdust 
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knows only that these Premsen were a strong-boned, iracund 
herdsman-and-fisher people ; highly averse to be interfered 
with, in their religion especially. Famous otherwise, through 
all the centuries, for the amber they had been used to fishj 
and sell in foreign parts. 

Amber, science declares, is a kind of petrified resin, dis- 
tilled by pines that were dead before the days of Adam ; 
which is now thrown up, in stormy weather, on that remote 
coast, and is there fished out by the amphibious people, — ^who 
can likewise get it by running mine-shafts into the sandhills 
on their coast ; — ^by whom it is sold into the uttermost parts 
of the Earth, Arabia and beyond, from a very early period of 
time. No doubt Pytheas had his eye upon this valuable 
product, when he ventured into survey of those regions, — 
which are still the great mother of amber in our world. 
By their amber-fishery, with the aid of dairy-produce and 
plenty of beef and leather, these Heathen Preussen, of un- 
certain miscellaneous breed, contrived to support existence in 
a substantial manner; they figure to us as an inarticulate, 
heavy-footed, rather iracund people. Their knowledge of 
Christianity was trifling, their aversion to knowing anything 
of it was great. 

As Poland, and the neighbours to the south, were already 
Christian, and even the Bohemian Czechs were mostly con- 
verted, pious wishes as to Preussen, we may fancy, were a 
constant feeling : but no effort hitherto, if efifbrts were made, 
had come to anything. Let some daring missionary go to 
preach in that country, his reception is of the worst, or 
perhaps he is met on the frontier with menac^, and for- 
bidden to preach at all; except sorrow and lost labour, 
nothing has yet proved attainable. It was veiy dangerotis 
to go ; — and with what likelihood of speeding ? Efforts, we 
^*7 suppose, are rare ; but the pious wish being continual 
and universal, efforts can never altogether cease. From Henry 
the Fowler’s capture of Brannibor, count seventy years, we 
find Mmrfs gr^t-gr^^pn reigning as JlleGfcive Kaisa:,-^ 
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Otto HI., last of the direct ‘Saxon Kaisers,’ Otto, Wonder of 
the World ; — and alongside of Otto’s great transactions, which 
were once called MtrahiUa Mundi and are now fallen so ex- 
tinct, there is the following small transaction, a new attempt 
to preach in Prenssen, going on, which, contrariwise, is still 
worth taking notice of. 

About the year 997 or ’6, Adalbert, Bishop of Piag, a 
very zealous, most devout man, but evidently of hot temper, 
and liable to get into quarrels, had determined, after many 
painful experiences of the perverse ungovernable nature of 
corrupt mankind, to give up his nominally Christian flock: 
altogether ; to shake the dust off his feet against Prag, and 
devote himself to converting those Prussian Heathen, who, 
across the frontiers, were living in such savagery, and express 
bondage to the Devil, worshipping mere stocks and stones. 
In this enterprise he was encouraged by the Christian poten- 
tates who lay contiguous ; especially by the Duke of Poland, 
to whom such next-neighbours, for all reasons, were an eye- 
sorrow. 

Adalbert went, accordingly, with staff and scrip, two monks 
attending him, into that dangerous country : not in fear, he ; 
a devout high-tempered man, verging now on fifty, his hair 
getting gray, and face marred with innumerable troubles and 
provocations of past time. He preached zealously, almost 
fiercely, — ^though chiefly with his eyes and gestures, I should 
think, having no command of the language. At Dantzig, 
among the Swedish-G-oth kind of Heathen, he had. some suc- 
cess, or alBuence of attendance ; not elsewhere that we hear 
of. In the Pillau region, for example, where he next landed, 
am amphibious Heathen lout hit him heavily across the 
shoulders with the flat of his oar; sent the poor Preacher to 
the ground, face foremost, and suddenly ended his salutary 
discourse for that time. However, he pressed forward, regard- 
less of results, preaching the Evangel to all creatures who 
were willing or nnwiUiug;- — and pressed at last into the 

von. I. ® 
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Sacred Circuit, the ‘ Romom^ or Place of Oak-trees, and of 
Wooden or Stone Idols (Bangputtis, Patkullos, and I know 
not what diabolic dumb Blocks), which it was death to enter. 
The Heathen Priests, as we may conceive it, rushed out; 
beckoned him, with loud unintelligible bullyings and fierce 
gestures, to begone ; hustled, shook him, shoved him, as he 
did not go ; then took to confused striking, struck finally a 
death-stroke on the head of poor Adalbert : so that ‘ he 
stretched out both his arms ’ (Jesus, receive me thou !), ‘ and 
fell with his face to the ground, and lay dead there, — ^in the 
form of a crucifix,’ say his Biographers : only the attendant 
monks escaping to tell. 

Attendant monks, or Adalbert, had known nothing of their 
being on forbidden ground. Their accounts of the pheno- 
menon accordingly leave it only half-explained : How he was 
surprised by armed Heathen Devil’s-servants in his sleep ; was 
violently set upon, and his ^ beautiful bowels {p^dchra viscera) 
were run-through with seven spears ’ : but this of the ‘ Romova,’ 
or Sacred Bangputtis Church of Oak-trees, perhaps chief 
Romova of the Country, rashly intruded into, with conse- 
quent strokes, and fall in the form of a crucifix, appears now 
to be the intelligible account.^ We will take it for the real 
manner of Adalbert’s exit ; — ^no doubt of the essential trans- 
action, or that it was a very flaming one on both sides. 
The date ^ven is 23d April 997 ; date famous 'in the Romish 
Calendar since. 

He was a Czech by birth, son of a Heathen Bohemian man 
of rank ; his name (Adalbert, A’lbert, BrighUm’-Nohlemss) he 
got ^at Magdeburg, whither he had gone to study ’ and seek 
baptism ; where, as generally elsewhere, his fervent devout ways 
were admirable to his fellow-creatures. A ^ man of genius,’ we 
may well say: one of Heaven’s bright souls, bom into the 
muddy darkness of this world — ^laid hold of by a transcendent 

1 BaiUet, Vies des Saints (Paris, 1739), iii. 722. Bollandws, 

Aprilis tom. iii. (die 23"; in Edition Venetiis, 1738), ppi. 174-205. Voigt, 
GmhkMe Fnussm i827-’39), i. 266-70. 
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(immense Lake^ Wash as we should say, or leakage of shallow 
water, one of two such^ which the Baltic has spilt out of it in 
that quarter), — ^near the Fort and Haven of Pillau; where 
there has been much stir since ; where Napoleon, for one thing, 
had some tough fighting, prior to the Treaty of Tilsit, fifty 
years ago. The place, — or if not this place, then Gnesen 
in Poland, the final burial-place of Adalbert, which is better 
known, — ^has ever since had a kind of sacredness ; better or 
worse expressed by mankind: in the form of canonisation, 
endless pilgrimages, rumoured miracles, and suchlike. For 
shortly afterwards, the neighbouring Potentate, Boleslaus Duke 
of Poland, heart-struck at the event, drew sword on these 
Heathens, and having (if I remember) gained some victory, 
bargained to have the Body of Adalbert delivered to him at 
its weight in gold. Body, all cut in pieces, and nailed to 
poles, had long ignominiously withered in the wind ; perhaps 
it was now only buried overnight for the nonce ? Being dug 
up, or being cut down, and put into the balance, it weighed — 
less than was expected. It was as light as gossamer, said pious 
rumour. Had such an excellent odour too ; — and came for a 
mere nothing of gold ! This was Adalbert’s first miracle after 
death ; in life he had done many hundreds of them, and has 
done millions since, — chiefly upon paralytic nervous-systems, 
and the element of pious rumour ; — ^which any Devil’s-^ Advocate 
then extant may explain if he can ! Kaiser Ottp, Wondmr of 
the TVorld, who had known St. Adalbert in life, and much 
honoured him, ^made a pilgrimage to bis tomb at Gnesen in 
the year 1000’; — and knelt there, we may believe, with 
thoughts wondrous enough, great and sad enough. 

There is no hope of converting Preussen, theci? It will 
never leave ojff its dire worship of Satan, then? Say not, 
Never ; that is a weak word. St. Adalbert has stamped his 
life upon it, in the form of a crucifix, in lasting protest against 
that. 
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dog?’ Word ^dog’ was used, says my authority.^ Which 
threw KingMistevoi into a paroxysm, and raised the Wends. 
Their butchery of the German population in poor Brandenburg, 
especially of the Priests ; their burning of the Cathedral, and 
of Church and State generally, may be conceived. The Har- 
hmgsberg ^ — in our time Marienherg^ pleasant Hill near Bran- 
denburg, with its gardens, vines, and whitened cottages : — on 
the top of this Harlungsberg the Wends ^set up their god 
Triglaph ’ ; a threeheaded Monster of which I have seen prints, 
beyond measure ugly. Something like three whale’s-cubs 
combined by boiling, or a triple porpoise dead-drunk (for the 
dull eyes are inexpressible, as well as the amorphous shape) ; 
ugliest and stupidest of all false gods. This these victorious 
Wends set up on the Harlungsberg, Year 1023; and 
worshipped after their sort, benighted mortals, — with joy, for 
a time. The Cathedral was in ashes, Priests all slain or fled, 
shadowy Markgraves the like ; Church and State lay in ashes ; 
and Triglaph, like a Triple Porpoise under the influence of 
laudanum, stood (I know not whether on his head or on his 
tail) aloft on the Harlungsberg, as the Supreme of this 
Universe, for the time being. 

Second Shadoxoy Lme 

Whereupon the Ditmarsch-Stade Markgrafs (as some 
designate them) had to interfere, these shadowy Deputies of 
the WiteJcind breed having vanished in that manner. The 
Ditmarschers recovered the place ; and with some fighting, did 
in the main at least keep Triglaph and the Wends out of it 
in time coming. The Wends were fiercely troublesome, and 

^ See Michaelis, Chur- und FilrstUchm Hauser ^ i. 257.9 ; BauH, AUgeWwine 
Frmssische Stoats- Geschichte (Halle, i76o-’69), i. 1-182 (tte ^slandard work* on 
Prussian History; in eight watery quartos, intolerable to human nature): Kloss, 
yaUrlandische Gemalde (Berlin, 1833), i. 59-108 (a Bookseller ’s-compilati on, 
with some curious Excerpts) : — under which lie modern Sagittarius, ancient Adam 
of Bremen, Mitmtmis Mersedurgenszs, WiticMndus rArmUm 

etc;,; to. dl lengths and bi^dthfi. ^ 
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fought much; but I think they never actually got hold of 
Brandenburg again. They were beginning to get notions of 
conversion : well preached-to and well beaten-upon, you can- 
not hold-out for ever. Even Mistevoi at one time professed 
tendencies to Christianity ; perhaps partly for Ms Bride’s sake, 

- — ^the dog, we may call Mm, in a milder sense ! But he 
relapsed dreadfully, after that insult ; and Ms son worse. On 
the other hand, Mistevoi’s grandson was so zealous he went 
about with the Missionary Preachers, and interpreted their 
Grerman into Wendish : ‘ Oh, my poor Wends, will you hear, 
then, will you understand ? This solid Earth is but a shadow : 
Heaven forever or else Hell forever, that is the reality!’ 
Sitch ^difference between right and wrong’ no Wend had 
heard of before ; quite tremendously * important if true ’ ! — 
And doubtless it impressed many. There are heavy Ditmarsch 
strokes for the unimpressible. By degrees all got converted, 
though many were killed first ; and, one way or other, the 
Wends are preparing to efface themselves as a distinct people. 

This Stade-amd-Ditmarsch family (of Anglish or Saxon 
breed, if that is an advantage) seem generally to have fur- 
nished the Salzwedel Office as well, of wMch Brandenburg 
was an offshoot, done by deputy, usually also of their kin. 
They lasted in Brandenburg rather more than a hundred 
years ; — ^with little or no Book-History that is good to read ; 
their History inarticulate rather, and stamped beneficently on 
the face of things. Otto is a common name among them. 
One of their sisters, too, Adelheid (Adelaide, Nohleness) had 
a strange adventure with ‘ Ludwig the Springer ’ : romantic 
mytMc man, famous in the German world, over whom my 
readers and I must not pause at this time. 

In Salzwedel, in Ditmarsch, or wherever stationed, they 
had a toilsome fighting life: sore difficulties with their Dit- 
TMtscdiers too, with the plundering Danish populations ^ 
Markgraf after Markgraf getting killed in the business. 
^ JErscklageny slain fighting with the Heathen,’ say the old 
Books, atid pass on to another^ Of nil wMch there is now 
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of lifElliirillitlfg, lnTOlprrt lirfirrfoflli mriU'tih^iv t«» tw * « ft m 
lory not ilotilitJtil oi* iij.i«!4»w‘i mii' it^ii *#«‘rfiA.ii*;iil»j#^ 

if rerkciiiml wortli ^’rrluinmg. Whn ttiri^wwlr*! in tiit» 
I'liiiwtti# 1ft m ti| nil mmmM *11^ l 4 ii| 4 r» iiwif wm 

In iomf tliwjiilif at Ihi.# Iltiw* ttwf© 

iiioal I ' anti tliiit •imul'i liir;r«tf»# Ifiiv 

{jortmit |m»o|ili» «iii m i^m%l li^j t|iif 4 f mwm 

Aiw i» tiif ttififii^iiti tiial mm 
It mm eImhI tliii tim^ lli^l n ■irfl^'’iiiiii| U$w f*!*' 

biii ciitti imt * tiii^ fr^mitiMk §0 wii# Ii«i micyw^lwl 

to II«»fy 11.1# i4mml Wm tim E«|tif* 

too* tboiigti iilirlko* tel alifAfu m in 

ti*y# Mui ^ in titi«i : if ite tet Ente't kW n «#ii 

wto » MMf m^$mf tet ^ to I* it, mii^mlm 

It WOWM art ftn-i'rtrf, If Ills urtum^, ||||f| f 

wem gimt town to te '^pm %m% m m4l m i#i 

m Wific frootte ol it 1 tewt nnm mmmkf 

(^udll itl ill |tit#^ i^ii^ i«*l «<iw#g 
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Hill!): lO, tiiitiiif' wri\ ti> Wwtv to jiull tin- 

imHiim-mltli' rnutkiHl thiiijyi stritight, Su))ii* iigrtHu! woll with 
ihr FojHS iw ilfitry n., who ftmiuh-ti lluniliwg Iti.-tkojini', 
b»hI HUX'l) «•!»** i»f !!«• iiki'i* * H win* wiisit for tht* crowo,' iw 
wjia wiiil of Ikvii! t,, hirt SfotOi lojo'i iirr, hy a iliwmJant. 
OHh r* (hurtjjni'fti v<-)v mui'h imlml ; Hoitrv iv.'s wfiw* tit 
will) }*oj>i* l{iIiU<!tmiitI iitid !h<* jtimis {'oimti"i« (yi;iir 
Kiii’irr of thr Holy Koniiut F.iujttn* wniting, tliiTe dayn, 
ill t!i« wiow, to kiwi Uw iiHit of osii'i*tiUHUi»«*«tive Ilihlohmuti), 
iiM iiiijinwiwl itwdf on all iwuuirifs 1 Fc«»r Ilwiry 
mil of that ahtiwmnit, iiml ih-iilt a stroko or two ms Ilihle- 
liniml ; hot f« U still Uiwir Iwfon) long, his very Kmi going 
iigiiiiist him ; ami lano* iihm»?il to tu'tnnl want of hmnl, Imt! 
tint tl«t lti»lio{» of Lu'gt* Iwit gtHsl to him. Nay, nftor chaitli, 
hi' lav f«*«)r yrar« wailing viiiiily evim for hut ini, hut 
ransi hUh* nlaml that. 

(Vrlaiolv this Snt of Itii, Kaincr llriirv v., th«*s not slsim* 
in filial |*irtv : hot j hh. tin* j«»or lad hiun*« lf was him! 

Iwntwid, III* «l«o raiiii’ to ilir, A.n. IISA, still lillli* over 
forty, and w«» lln' last of th** Frankish KaiM'iw. Ho *!i*ft thi* 
/t* ■ * /i, ■ (rrowii, fk-fjitnc, and Comnnlmn giwr) ‘to 

hi« Widow ttiKl young Friwirii h of Hnhotistaiillhri,’ « shtirr’H 
win of h: jnijHi ; tins wud Frwlrifh might* partly by 

liiat ltol}», follow m Kaiser. Whirii Frii-drich rwild not do ; 
Iwiiig wliftalk’il. both the Witlow mid he. out of tlwir insigniR* 
IHidrr faJw* i-s.; ’. ami otherwiw* left in Ihi* lufrh. Not 
FriiElriih, bU one liothnr, a stirring man who had grown 
jmtrnt in liw »a*o« enniitriw, was tlwt«l Kaiser. In tli® 
etwl, after wailttig till laillmr waa done, FViedrirli's ftm dkl 
smsiswl, ami with hrilliaiwy, Kiik*r llarlwiwm b««ig ttot 
mem FrindrirbV mm. In reganl to wWrh dim r..mi»ll.‘ariH.. 
take thb Extw|»t ff»«« the imhroyUo of Maiiuawipto, befora 
timy Into this fire : 

< M*. 00.4. Hiw, Ui lanianee, aV k 7 Uh .t’AMklm 

#♦ 4 k CmiMtBit th /'/fw/ri'wo" //ooi //• nt 1019 

I t-fidl I |S,|§|-t 
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BrcmdenbtLr ^ ; and held it continuously, it and much else 
that lay adjacent, for centuries, in a highly conspicuous 
manner. 

In Brandenburg they lasted for about two-hundred years ; 
in their Saxon dignities, the younger branch of them did not 
die out (and give place to the Wettins that now are) for five- 
hundred. Nay they have still their representatives on the 
Earth : Leopold of Anhalt-Dessau, celebrated ^ Old Dessauer,’ 
come of the junior branches, is lineal head of the kin in 
Friedrich Wilhelm'^s time (while our little Fritzchen lies asleep 
in his cradle at Berlin); and a certain Prince of Anhalt- 
Zerbst, Colonel in the Prussian Army, authentic Prmce^ but 
with purse much shorter than pedigree, will have a Daughter 
by and by, who will go to Russia, and become almost too 
conspicuous, as Catharine n., there ! — 


^ Brandenhurg now as afterwards,* says one of my old Papers, ^was 
officially reckoned Saxon ; part of the big Duchy of Saxony ; where 
certain famed BillungSy lineage of an old Count Billung*’ (connected 
or not with Billings-gatQ in our country, I do not know) bad long borne 
sway. Of which big old Billungs I will say nothing at all ; — ^this only, 
that they died out; and a certain Albert, Count of Ascanien and 
Ballenstadt'^ (say, of Anhalt, in modem terms), whose mother was one 
of their daughters, came in for the northern part of their inheritance. 
He made a clutch at the Southern too, but did not long retain that 
Being a man very swift and very sharp, at once nimble and strong, in the 
huge scramble that there then was,— Uncle Billung dead without heirs, a 
Salic line of emperors going or gone out, and a Hohmstauffen not yet 
come in, — ^he made a rich game of it for himself ; the rather as Lothar, 
the intermediate Kaiser, was his cousin, and there were other good cards 
which he played well, 

^This is he they call Albert the Bear (Albrecht der BdrY* ; first of 
the Accanien Marl^raves of Brandenburg first wholly definite Marhgraf 
qf Brandenburg that there is ; once a very shining figure in the world, 
though now fallen dim enough again. It is evident he had a quick eye, 
as well as a strong hand ; and could pick what way was straightest among 
crooked things. He got the Northern part of what is still called Saxony, 
and kept it in his family ; got the Brandenburg Countries withal, got the 
lausitz ; was the shining figure and great mam of the North in his day. 
The Markgrafdoin of yWwedd? (wM became of Brandenburg) 
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veij natarally acquired (a.b. 1142 or earlier) ; very naturally^, con- 
sidering what Saxon and other honours and possessions he had already 
got hold of/ — 

We can only say, it was the luckiest of events for Brandenburg, 
and the beginning of all the better destinies it has had, A 
conspicuous Country ever since in the world, and which grows 
ever more so in our late times. 

He had many wars ; inextricable coil of claimings, quarrel- 
lings and agreeings : fought much, — ^fought in Italy, too, 

* against the Pagans’ (Saracens, that is). Cousin to one 
Kaiser, the Lothar above named ; then a chief stay of the 
Hohenstaufien, of the two Hohenstauffens who followed : a 
restless, much-managing, wide-warring man. He stood true 
by the great Barbarossa, second of the Hohenstauffen, greatest 
of all the Kaisers ; which was a luck for him, and perhaps a 
merit He kept well with three Kaisers in his time. Had 
great quarrels with ^ Henry the Lion’ about that ‘ Billung’ 
Saxon Heritage; Henry carrying off the better part of it 
from Albert Except that same Henry, head of the Guelphs 
or Welfe, who had not Albert’s talent, though wider lands 
than Albert, there was no German prince so important in 
that time. 

He transferred the Markgrafdom to Brcmdenhur^y probably 
as more central in his wide lands ; SalzwedeZ is henceforth the 
led Markgrafdom or Marcky and soon falls out of notice in the 
world. Salzwedel is called henceforth evet since the ^ Old 
Marck {Alte Marcky AltTnarcky ; the Brandenburg countries 
getting the name of ^ New Marck,’ Modem modem 

* MWdle-Marck’ (in which stands Brandenburg itself in our 
timeX ^iJc&r-Marck’ (Outside Marck,— word is still seen 

m for instance) : these are posterior Bitisiohs, fallen- 

as Brandenburg (under Albert chiefly) enlarged itself, and 
iteeded new Official parcellings into departments. 

Albert the M^kgrafdom had risen to be an Elector^ 
fde withal. Ihe MarkgiM of Brandenburg was now further- 
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more the Kurjurst of Brandenburg; officially ^ Arch- treasurer 
of the Holy Roman Empire ; and one of the Seven who have 
a right (which became about this time an exclusive one for those 
Seven) to choose, to hkren the Romish Kaiser ; and who are 
therefore called Kur Princes, Kurfursie or Electors, as the 
highest dignity except the Kaiser’s own. In reference to 
which abstruse matter, likely to concern us somewhat, will the 
uninstructed English reader consent to the following Excerpt, 
slightly elucidatory of Kurfursis and their function ? 

^ FuTBt (Prince) I suppose is equivalent originally to our noun of num- 
ber, First, The old verb Meren (participle erhoren still in use, not to 
mention Val-%r” and other instances) is essentially the same word as 
our choose, being written kiesen as well as Meren, Nay, say the etymolo- 
gists, it is also written kilssen (to Mss , — ^to choose with such emphasis !), 
and is not likely to fall obsolete in that form. — The other Six Electoral 
Dignitai-ies, who grew to Eight by degrees, and may be worth noting 
once by the readers of this Book, are : 

^ 1°. Three Ecclesiastical, Mainz, OQln, Trier (Mentz, Cologne, Treves), 
Archbishops all, with sovereignty and territory more or less considerable ; 
— who used to be elected as Popes are, theoretically by their respective 
Chapters and the Heavenly Inspirations, but practically by the intrigues 
and pressures of the neighbouring Potentates, especially France and 
Austria. 

^ 2®. Three Secular, Sachsen, JPfalz, B'dhmen (Saxony, Palatinate, Bo- 
hemia) ; of which the last, Bbhmen, since it fell from being a Kingdom in 
itself, to being a Province of Austria, is not very vocal in the Diets. 
These Six, with Brandenburg, are the Seven Kurfiirsts in old time ; 
Septemvirs of the Country, so to speak. 

* But now Pfalz, in the Thirty-Years War (under our Prince Rupert's 
Father, whom the Germans call the ^^Winter-King”), got abrogated, 
put to the ban, so far as an indignant Kaiser could ; and the vote and 
Kur of Pfalz was given to his Cousin of Baiern (Bavaria), — so far as an 
indignant Kaiser could. However, at the Peace of Westphalia (1648) it 
was found incompetent to any Kaiser to abrogate Pfalz or the like of 
Pfalz, a Kurldrst of the Empire. So, after jargon inconceivable, it was 
settled. That Pfalz must be reinstated, though with territories much 
clipped, and at the bottom of the list, not the top as formerly ; and that 
Baiern, wlxo could not stand to be balked after twenty-years possession, 
must be made Eighth Elector. The Ninth, we saw (Year 1692), was 
Gentleman Ernst of Hanover, There never was any Tenth; and the 
Holy Bbmisches Reich, which was a grand object once, but had gone about 
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in a superaniiiiated and plainly crazy state for some centuries back^ was 
at last put out of pain, by Napoleon, 6tb August 1806, and allowed 
to cease from this world/ ^ 

None of Albert’s wars are so comfortable to reflect on as 
those he had with the anarchic Wends ; whom he now fairly 
beat to powder, and either swept away, or else damped down 
into Christianity and keeping of the peace. Swept them away 
otherwise; ^peopling their lands extensively with Colonists 
from Holland, whom an inroad of the sea had rendered home- 
less there.’ Which surely was a useful exchange. Nothing 
better is known to me of Albert the Bear than this his intro- 
ducing large numbers of Dutch Netherlanders into those 
countries ; men thrown-out of work, who already knew how 
to deal with bog and sand, by mixing and delving, and who 
first taught Brandenburg what greenness and cow-pasture 
was. The Wends, in presence of such things, could not but 
consent more and more to efiPace themselves, — either to become 
German, and grow milk and cheese in the Dutch manner, or 
to disappear from the world. 

The W^endish Princes had a taste for German wives ; in 
which just taste the Albert genealogy was extremely willing to 
indulge them. Affinities produce inheritances ; by proper mar- 
riage-contracts you can settle on what side the most contingent 
inheritance shall at length fall. Dim but pretty certain lies a 
time coming when the Wendish Pzdnces also shall have eflPaced 
themselves; and all shall be German -Brandenburgish, not 
Wendish any more.— The actual Inhabitants of Brandenburg, 
therefore, are either come of Dutch Bog-farmers, or are simple 
Lower Saxom C Anglo-Saxon,’ if you like that better), 

Tmisck of the common type; an unexceptionable breed of 
people Streaks of Wendish population, extruded gradually 
into the remoter quagmires, and more inaccessible, less valu- 
able sedgy moors and sea-strands, are scattered about; Meck- 
tenb^, which still subsists separately after a sort, is reckoned 
pecuHarly Wendish. In Mecklenburg, Pommem, Pommerelleu 

^ yis, J>enes me. 
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(Little Pomerania), are still to be seen physiognomies of a 
Wendish or Vandalic type (more of cheek than there ought to 
be, and less of brow ; otherwise good enough physiognomies of 
their kind) : but the general mass, tempered with such admix- 
tures, is of the Platt-Deutsch, Saxon or even Anglish character 
we are familiar with here at home. A patient stout people ; 
meaning considerable things, and very incapable of speaking 
what it means. 

Albert was a fine tall figure himself ; der Schone^ ^ Albert 
the Handsome,’ was his name as often as ^ Albert the Bear.’ 
That latter epithet he got, not from his looks or qualities, but 
merely from his heraldic cognisance : a Bear on his shield. As 
was then the mode of names ; surnames being scant, and not 
yet fixedly in existence. Thus too his contemporaries, Henry 
the Lion of Saxony and Welfdom, William the Lion of Scotland, 
were not, either of them, specially leonine men : nor had the 
PlmtagenetSy or Geoffrey of Anjou, any connexion with the 
Plant of Broom, except wearing a twig of it in their caps on 
occasion. Men are glad to get some designation for a grand 
Albert they are often speaking of, which shall distinguish him 
from the many small ones. Albert ‘ the Bear, der Bar^ will 
do as well as another. 

It was this one first that made Brandenburg peaceable and 
notable. We might call him the second founder of Branden- 
burg ; he, in the middle of the Twelfth Century, completed for 
it what Henry the Fowler had begun early in the Tenth. After 
two-hundred and fifty years of barking and worrying, the Wends 
are now finally reduced to silence ; their anarchy well buried, 
and wholesome Dutch cabbage planted over it : Albert did 
several great things in the world ; but this, for posterity, re- 
mains his memorable feat. Not done quite easily ; but done : 
big destinies of Nations or of Persons are not founded gratis 
in this world. He had a sore toilsome time of it, coercing, 
warring, managing among his fellow-creatures, while his days- 
work lasted,— nfiffey years or so, for it began early. He died 
in his Castle ©f Ballenstadt, peaceably among the Hartz 
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Mountains at last, in the year 1170, age about sixty-five. It 
was in the time while Thomas a Becket was roving about the 
world, coming home excommunicative, and finally getting 
killed in Canterbury Cathedral ; — ^while Abbot Samson, still a 
poor little brown Boy, came over from Norfolk, holding by his 
mother’s hand, to St. Edmundsbury ; having seen ‘ Satanas 
with outspread wings’ fearfully busy in this world. 


CHAPTER V 

CONRAD or HOHJENZOLLERN ; AND KAISER 
BARBAROSSA 

It was in those same years that a stout young fellow, Conrad 
by name, far off in the southern parts of Germany, set out 
from the old Castle of Hohenzollern, where he was but junior, 
and had small outlooks, upon a very great errand in the world. 
From HohenzoUem ; bound now towards Gelnhausen, Kaisers- 
lautern, or whatever temporary lodging the great Kaiser Bar- 
barossa might be known to have, who was a wandering man, 
his business lying everjnvhere over half the world, and needing 
the master’s eye. Conrad'^s purpose is to find Barbarossa, and 
seek fortune under him. 

This is a very indisputable event of those same years. The 
exact date, the figure, circumstances of it were, most likely, 
never v^ritten anywhere but on Conrad’s own brain, and are 
now rubbed out forevermore ; but the event itself is certain ; 
and of the highest concernment to this Narrative. Somewhere 
about the year 1170, likeliest a few years before that,^ this 
Conrad, riding dovm from HohenzoUem, probably with no 

^ Rentsch, Brandenhurgischer Ceder-Hein (Baireuth, 1682), pp. 273-6. —See 
also Johann Ulrich Pregitzern, Teutscher Regierufgs- itnd Bhren-S^iegel^ vot* 
Uldmd etc, des Bouses Hahenzollem (Berlin, 1703), pp. 90-3. A learned and 
painful Book : by a Tubingen Professor, who is deeply read in the pld Uistori^ 
and Pc^traits and other Engravings of some valuer 
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great stock of luggage about Mm, — ^little dreams of being 
connected with Brandenburg on the other side of the world ; 
but is unconsciously more so than any other of the then sons 
of Adam. He is the lineal ancestor, twentieth in direct 
ascent, of the little Boy now sleeping in his cradle at Berlin ; 
let him wait till nineteen generations, valiantly like Conrad, 
have done their part, and gone out, Conrad will find he is 
come to this ! A man’s destiny is strange always ; and never 
wants for miracles, or will want, though it sometimes may for 
eyes to discern them. 

Hohenzollem lies far south in Schwaben (Suabia), on the 
sunward slope of the Rauhe-Alp Country; no great way 
north from Constance and its Lake ; but well aloft, near the 
springs of the Danube ; its back leaning on the Black Forest ; 
it is perhaps definable as the southern summit of that same 
huge old Hercynian Wood, which is still called the Schwarz- 
wald (Black Forest), though now comparatively bare of trees.^ 
Fanciful Dryasdust, doing a little etymology, will tell you the 
name Zollern is equivalent to Tollery or Place of Tolls. 
Whereby Hohenzollern comes to mean the High or Upper 
Tollery ; — and gives one the notion of antique pedlars climb- 
ing painfully, out of Italy and the Swiss valleys, thus far ; 
unstrapping their pack-horses here, and chaffering in unknown 
dialect about toll. Poor souls ; — ^it may be so, but we do not 
know, nor shall it concem us. This only is known : That a 
human kindred, probably of some talent for coercing anarchy 
and guiding mankind, had, centuries ago, built its Burg 
there, and done that function in a small but creditable way 
ever since kindred possibly enough derivable from ‘ Thas- 
silo,’ Charlemagne, King Dagobert, and other Kings, but 
certainly from Adam and the Almighty Maker, who had given 

^ * There are still considerable spottings of wood {pine mainly, and '‘black” 
enough); Hoh-hantkl (timber-trade) still a considerable branch of business 
there and on die stres^ the country are cunning contrivances noticeable, 
for dotting down the artide into the Neckar river, and thence into the Rhine 
and to Holland.^ {Tourtsfs Note). 

VOL. I. F 
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it those qualities ; — and that Conrad, a junior iiieraber of the 
same, now goes forth from it in the way we see. * Why 
should a young fellow that has capabilities,'' thought tbiirad, 
‘ stay at home in hungry idleness, witli no estate but his 
javelin and bu£F jerkin, and no cm])lo}'nH’nt but his hawks, 
when there is a wide opulent world waiting only to lie eois- 
quered ? ’ This was Conrad'’s thought ; ajid it proved to be 
a very just one. 

It was now the flower-time of the llotnish Kaiserahip of 
Germany; about the middle or noon of Bnxbanisaa himself. 


second of the Hohenstauffens, and greatest of all tl»e Kaisers 
of that or any other house. Kaiser fallen unintelligibhr to 
most modern readers, and wholly unknown, which is a pity. 
No King so fumished-out with apparatus and arena, witli 


personal faculty to rule and scene to do it in, has .■tpiicaretl 
elsewhere. A magnificent magnanimous man; holding the 
reins of the world, not quite in the imaginury sense ; 
scourging anarchy down, and urging noble effort up, readly on 
a grand scale. A terror to evildoers and a praise to well- 
doers in this world, probably beyond what was ever seen sinoe. 
Whom also we salute across the centuries, as a clioit^ Bene- 
ficence of Heaven. ‘Encamped on the Plain of KoncagUa’ 
(when he entered Italy, as he too often had occadon to do> 
‘ his shield was hung out on a high mast over his tent ’ ; wd 
it meant in those old days, ‘ Ho, every one that has sufiered 
wong ; here is a Kaiser come to judge you, as he shall answer 
it to his Master.’ And men gathered round Mm; and 
actually found some justice,— if they could discern it when 
found. Which they could not always do ; neither was the 
justice capable of being perfect always. A fearfully difficult 
hmction, that of Friedrich Redbeard. But an iaesond^ly in- 
Reusable one in this world ; — though sometimes disposed 
with (to Je hu^ joy of Anarchy, whidh HalWui^ah 
through all its Newspapers) for a season ! 

^ immense difficulBs* with hk IW 
with his Milanese, and the Uke;— be«i^ Mika ^ times 



CHAP.v.j VONKAB OF HOHENZOLLERN 83 

over, among other anarchies ; — ^had indeed a heavy-laden hard 
time of it, his task being great and the greatest. He made 
Gebhardus, the anarchic Governor of Milan, <lie chained 
under his table, like a dog, for three days.’ For the man 
was in earnest, in that earnest time : — and let us say, they 
are but paltry sham-men who are not so, in any time ; 
paltry, and far worse than paltry, however high their plumes 
may be. Of whom the sick world (Anarchy, both vocal and 
silent, having now swoln rather high) is everywhere getting 
weary. — Gebhardus, the anarchic Governor, lay three days 
under the Kaiser’s table ; as it would be well if every anarchic 
Governor, of the soft type and of the hard, were made to do 
on occasion ; asking himself, in terrible earnest, ‘ Am I a dog, 
then ; alas, am not I a dog ? ’ Those were serious old times. 

On the other hand, Kaiser Friedrich had his Tourneys, 
his gleams of bright joyances now and then ; one great 
gathering of all the chivalries at Mainz, which lasted for three 
weeks long, the grandest Tourney ever seen in this world. 
Gelnhausen, in the Wetterau (ruin still worth seeing, on its 
Island in the Kinzig river), is understood to have been one of 
his Houses ; Kaiserslautern (Kaiser’s Limpid, from its clear 
spring- water) in the Pfalz (what we call Palatinate), another. 
He went on the Crusade in his seventieth year ; ^ thinking to 
himself, ‘ Tet us end with one clear act of piety ’ : — ^he cut 
his way through the dangerous Greek attomeyisms, through 
the hungry mountain passes, furious Turk fanaticisms, like a 
gray old hero : ‘ Woe is me, my son has perished, then ? ’ said 
he once, tears wetting the beard now white enough ; ^ My son 
is slain 1 — ^But Christ still lives ; let us on, my men I ’ And 
gained great victories, and even found his son ; but never 
returned home died, some unknown sudden death, ^ in the 
river Cydnus,’ say the most.^ Nay German Tradition thinks 

* A.D. 1189; Sakdin having, to the univarsal sonow, taken Jerusalem. 

* Kohler (p. 188), and the Authorities cited by him. Biinau’s Deutsche 

Kaiser^ und Reich-Mistorii (I^eipzig, i., is the express Book on Bar- 

barossa : an ekborate, instructiye Yokme* 
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he is not jet dead; but only sleeping, till the bad world 
reach its worst, when he will reappear. He sits within the 
BHl near Salzburg yonder, — ^says German Tradition, its fancy 
kindled by the strange noises in that Hill (limestone Hill) 
from hidden waters, and by the grand rocky look of the 
place : — peasant once, stumbling into the interior, saw the 
Kaiser in his stone cavern ; Kaiser sat at a marble table, lean- 
ing on his elbow ; winking, only half asleep ; beard had grown 
through the table, and streamed out on the floor ; he looked 
at the peasant one moment ; asked him something about the 
time it was ; then drooped his eyelids again : Not yet time, 
but will be soon 1 ^ He is winking as if to awake. To 
awake, and set his shield aloft by the Roncalic Fields again, 
with : Ho, every one that is suffering wrong ; — or that has 
strayed guideless, devil-ward, and done wrong, which is far 
fataler ! 


Conrad has become Burggrqf ofNilrnherg (a.I). 1170) 


This was the Kaiser to whom Conrad addressed himself; 
and he did it with success ; which may be taken as a kind of 
testimonial to the worth of the young man. Details we have 
absolutely none : but there is no doubt that Conrad recom- 
mended himself to Kaiser Redbeard, nor any that the Kaiser 
'was a judge of men. Very earnest to discern men'’s worth 
and capabilities ; having imspeakable need of worth, in- 
stead of unworth, in those under him ! We may conclude 
he had found capabilities in Conrad ; found that the young 
fellow did effective services as the occasion rose, and knew 
how to work, in a swift, resolute, judicious and exact manner. 
Promotion was not likely on other terms ; still less, high 
promotion. 


One thing farther is known, significant for his successes : 
Comad found fayour with ‘ the Heiress of the Vohburg 


’' 40 . BUsching, 

ynisSagm, etc. (Leijaig, 1820), i. 333; etc etc. 
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Family,’ desirable young heiress, and got her to wife* The 
Vohburg Family, now much forgotten everywhere, and never 
heard of in England before, had long been of supreme import- 
ance, of immense possessions, and opulent in territories, and 
we need not add, in honours and offices, in those Franconian 
Niirnberg regions ; and was now gone to this one girl. I 
know not that she had much inheritance after all ; the vast 
Vohburg properties lapsing all to the Kaiser, when the male 
heirs were out. But she had pretensions, tacit claims; in 
particular, the Vohburgs had long been habitual or in effect 
hereditary Burggrafs of Niimberg ; and if Conrad had the 
talent for that office, he now, in preference to others, might 
have a chance for it. Sure enough, he got it ; took root in 
it, he and his ; and, in the course of centuries, branched up 
from it, high and wide, over the adjoining countries ; waxing 
towards still higher destinies. That is the epitome of Con- 
rad’s history; history now become very great, but then no 
bigger than its neighbours, and very meagerly recorded ; of 
which the reflective reader is to make what he can. 

There is nothing clearly known of Conrad more than these 
three facts : That he was a cadet of Hohenzollem (whose 
father’s name, and some forefathers’ names are definitely 
known in the family archives, but do not concern us) ; that 
he married the Heiress of the Vohburgs, whose history is on 
record in like manner ; and that he was appointed Burggraf 
of Niirnberg, year not precisely known, — but before 1170, as 
would seem. ^ In a Reichstag (Diet of the Empire) held at 
Regensburg in or about 1170,’ he formally complains, he and 
certain others, all stanch Kaiser’s-friends (for in fact it was 
with the Kaiser’s knowledge, or at his instigation), of Henry 
the Lion’s high procedures and malpractices; of Henry’s 
League with the Pope, League with the King of Denmark, 
and so forth; the said Henry having indeed fallen into 
opposition, to a dangerous degree ; — and signs himself Bwrg* 
grc^qf Nurnherg^my ^^^ old Chronicles.^ The old Document 
^ Rentsch, p. 276 (who eites AvirUitms TriUheim^ etc.). 
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itself hm Icing nm%* I rtinriiiilr ' Inrf itr rfiruuifim 

may l»e «‘ci‘j>twl m rciHirUn'a af w ruMipivKim » Jlimj;, wlui h 
was the lH-<;iim!tip; of long alrifu in (irrnuuiy, «i!,i iti*- 

nuin of Oeiiry the Litm, U'l lf fjrown *<w « (nj.', imil 

cost our English Henry n., ttlnw ilaiighlrr hi* leu! lumrsi li, a 
world of trouhie mid cxi»t>nsi*, we may n utark w jshul. t'nitrad 
therefore 18 already Hurggraf of Niirnherg, and a imm of inm k, 
in 1170: and his ni.in-!; • tdill hhut his hcit wdiv fmm tJje 
{Miternal ('aslie to seek his fortune, must all h* datiai em in r, 
More is not known of t’onrad ; e'jeept iinli«d that he did 
not perish in Itarhanissn’s grand fSiin! t’ruwule. For the 
antiquaries have again found him aigiiisl to some eootraet. or 
othorwi.se iiisignifieaid dncijus- <t!, a.j». Vthirh i» jinwif 

positive that ho did not die in tlw t 'nmde; and pria»f (mdwdde 
that he wa8 not of it, -- few. himlly any, of th«e>«) stalwart 
150,000 (‘liHinpIun!. of the IVow* haHng ever got h*<mi* again. 
Conrad, by this time, might have *ona eoine to age; |}H»*r 
for arms ami fatiguai than he ; and iiidewl at Nurnlwrg, in 
Deutschland gencmlly, as (MHrial IVinre of the I i.-iptre, aiwl 
man of weight ami judgment. Conrmta wrviif* miglit Im still 
more useful, and the Kaiw's interest* might resjuire him 
rather to stay at home in that ji;u. >m,!, H-. . ; ;f „f .s„r„. 

berg he cotdiimtHl to Im; he and hi* d.wii»hii»f*>, llr^t in m 
selective, tlicii at length in n dim tly fe i > !. t : i way, mitury 
after rentiiry; and no long m that oflltw lit*t«l in X : d ; 
(which it did there much lunger than in other Imjwrial Erw* 
Cities), a Corns tie Zo/rr of Confm)’* I; mm aJwaw 

the man thenceforth. 

Their acta, in that Btntion and Ui. m Ihu .-.‘mvtw 
and 1 rtnees of tlie Empire, ware omw in?s' ', mHwigh In 

OeiTOM History ; and intlmi atw only »« dint now, twrmtsw 
the History itself in, ami wm aJway*, dtin to t»« mi tht« s»»|t( 
ai the ««. Iliey did atmtiimw' work in their d«y i atid 
ocoadonally towered up (thmigh littk drivw, l»v tim tuum wWi 
of ‘towring’ or ‘•hining’ without iwwl) into the h|«h 
of Public Huto,. 1 1.„„™ 
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and his suit-iwiMsnH in long M«rii'«, in the old Monas! erv of 
Ueikhrorm (iHJtwwn Niinihoig and AnsjKtfli), with 'I'omlm to 
nmny of them, wiiieh were veiy legible for slight Biogrniduo 
purjHJses in tny poor friend Rentuch’s time, a Imntlmi and 
ilfty year* ago; and may perhaps still have some tjuaai-«s<>, 
as ‘ sopiilfhml bnwies,' to another class of ijcrsons. One or 
two of thtwe old hurietl Piguwa, more peculiarly iinporlant 
for our little BViend now siw'ping in his cmdle yontier, we 
must ewimvour, as the Narrative prornods, to resuscitate a 
iitUe» and mider visible for momeitts. 

^ ihe IIohemaBm* Ifur^^rdrin gmeraiiy 

As to the OHIce, it was more important than perhaps the 
reaticr ijunglncs. We alreatly saw (Conrad first Burggmf, 
among U»e magnates of the ccmnlry, detiouncing Henry the 
Lion. Every Buiggra^ of Niimhcrg is, in virtue of his office, 
• i*rince of the Empire*: if a man Itappi iifd to have talent of 
his own, mkI solid resources of his own (which are always on 
the growing haiwl with tl»is family), her® is a basis from which 
he may go far esimtgh. Butggtaf of Nlimherg : that means 
again Ot^f (Jialge, defender, mHnHg4‘r, ffttem) of the Kaiser’s 
Burg or C4Wtle,—iii a wordi Kaifser’s Representative and AUm- 
it! the old Imperial Free-tovm of Niirnlterg ; with 
much adjacent wy eompt* x territoiy, also, to adminiator for 
Rje Kaiwr. A flonrisltlng eattensive Oly, this old Niindierg, 
witei valuable adjacent leirKirty, dvie and imperinl, intricately 
iatermiicdt fhll of cownnmdal industries, optilem-^ s, not with* 
out dewoeratie te!t«!*.’«ries. Nay it is dmoat, In some aeniw, 
tlie and MkUUmex of ^ Germmay that then was, if 

we will cmwitfer It f 

This is a place to give a man dwnoii, and fery what stuff 
ib In hha. 'ihe office Inrol'wi a tdmt for /ovc rniiip, as well 
m for jiidgliigi talent for ffghting also. In rases of extremity, 
anti what is idill bettw, a t^ent for awWlng to fight None 
but a man of etuup. fent linperior p*»bi can do that fiMwtion ; 
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I suppose, no imbecile could have existed many monllis itt 
it, in the old earnest times. Conrml aiul his sueecedin*' 
Hohenzollerns proved very capable to <lo it, as would seem ; 
and grew and spread in it, waxing bigger and bigger, from 
their first planting there by Kaiser liarbarossa, a smtcesaful 
judge of men. And ever since that time, from ‘about the 
year 11 TO,’ down to the year 1815, — when so much was 
changed, owing to another (temporary) ‘ Kaiser ’ of new tyjM*, 
Napoleon his name, — the Ilohcnzollenis have had a footing 
in Frankenland; and done sovereignty in and round Niini- 
ber*g, with an enlarging Territory in that region. Territory 
at last of large compass; which, under the names 
of Ampach, and of Baireuth, or in grmeral Marp^raJHoui 0 / 
Cuhtlmh, which includes both, has become familiar in 
History.* 

For the House went on steadily increasing, as it were, from 
the first day; tire Hohcnzollems being always of a grinving, 
gaining nature ; — as men are that live confoniiably to the 
laws of this Universe, and of their place therein ; which, m 
will appear from good study of their old records, through idle 
rumour, grounded on no study, sometimes says the contrary, 
these Iloheuzollems eminently were. A tlmifly, sfeMtlfast, 
diligent, clear-sighted, stout-hearted line of men; of loyal 
nature withal, and even to be called just and piotui, some- 
times to a notable degree. Men not given to fighting, where 
it could be avoided ; yet with a good swift stroke in them, 
where it could not : princely people after their sort, with « 
high, not an ostentatious turn of mind. They, for mmit part, 
go upon solid prudence ; if possible, are anxious to imelt th® 
goal without treading on any one ; are peaceable, m I often 
say, and by no means quarrelsome, in aspect and demMMur ; 
yet there is generally in the Hohenzollerns a very fi«w« flash 
of anger, capable of blazing out in casei of urgency ; this 
latter also is one of the most constant featurw I have noted 

♦ Map at p, 3531, 
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in the long series of them. That they grew in Frankenland, 
year after year, and century after century, while it was their 
fortune to last, alive and active there, is no miracle, on such 
terms. 

Their old big Castle of Plassenburg (now a Penitentiary, 
with treadmill and the other furnishings) still stands on its 
Height, near Culmbach, looking down over the pleasant meet- 
ing of the Red and White Mayn Rivers and of their fruitful 
valleys ; awakening many thoughts in the traveller. Anspach 
Schloss, and still more Baireuth Schloss (Mansion, one day, of 
our little Wilhelmina of Berlin, Pritzkin’s sister, now prattling 
there in so old a way ; where notabilities have been, one and 
another ; which Jean Paul, too, saw daily in his walks, while 
alive and looking skyward): these, and many other castles 
and things, belonging now wholly to Bavaria, will continue 
memorable for Hohenzollern history. 

The Family did its due share, sometimes an excessive one, 
in religious beneficences and foundations ; which was not 
quite left-off in recent times, though much altering its figure. 
Erlangen University, for example, was of Wilhelmina’s doing. 
Erlangen University ; — and also an Opera-House of excessive 
size in Baireuth. Such was poor Wilhelmina’s sad figure of 
^religion,’ In the old days, their largest bequest that I 
recollect was to the Teutsche Rittery Order of Teutonic 
Knights, very celebrated in those days. Junior branches 
from Hohenzollern, as from other families, sought a career 
in that chivalrous devout Brotherhood now and then; one 
pious Burggraf had three sons at once in it ; he, a very 
bequeathing Herr otherwise, settled one of his mansions, 
Virnsperg, with rents and incomings, on the Order. Which 
accordingly had thenceforth a Comtlmnrd (Commandery) in that 
country ; Comthurei of Virnsperg the name of it : the date of 
donation is a,I). 1£94j ; and two of the old Herr’s three Ritt&r 
sons, we can remark, were successively Comthurs (Commanders, 
steward-prefects) of Virnsperg, the first two it had.^ 

1 Rentsdi, p. 288. 
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This was in 1294 ; the palmy period, or culmination time 
of the Teutsches Ritterthum. Conccniing whicli, on wider 
accounts, we must now say a word. 


CHAPTER VI 

THE TEUTSCH EITTEKS OE TEUTONIC OBDER 

Babbaeossa’s Army of Crusaders did not come home again, 
any more than Barbarossa. They were stronger than Turk or 
Saracen, but not than Hunger and Disease ; I^eaders did not 
know then, as our little Friend at Brnrlin came to know, that 
‘an Army, like a serpent, goes upon its &c%.’ After fine 
fighting and considerable victories, the end of this Crusade 
was, it took to ‘ besieging Acre,’ and in reality lay perishing 
as of murrain on the beach at Acre, without shelter, with- 
out medicine, without food. Not even Richard Cceur- de- 
lion, and his best prowess and help, could avot such issue 
from it. 

Richard’s Crusade fell-in vrith the fag-end of Barlmrossa’s ; 
and it was Richard chiefly that managed to take Acre ; — at 
least so Richard flattered himself, when he pulled poor Leopold 
of Austria’s standard from the towers, and trailed it through 
the gutters: ‘Your standard? You. have taken Acre?’ 
Which turned out ill for Richard afterwaids. And Duke 
Leopold has a bad name among us in consequence; much 
worse than he deserves. Leopold had stuff in him too. He 
di^, for example, in this manner : falling iritih his hmw^ I 
think in some siege or other, he had got his % hurt ; whidh 
hindered him in fighting. Leg could not be mired : * Cut it 
off, then ! ’ said Leopold. This also the leech oouM imt do ; 
durst not, and would not ; so that liCopold was come <|uite to 
a halt. Leopold ordered out two squires ; put his thi g h uj^a 
a block, the sharp edge of an axe at the right pofat 9mm hh 
thigh: ‘Scjuire first, hold you that axe; $tmdy! Squire 
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mmh^ Vriii «it ii with h’lv-t* haii!ntt*i\ with iif! yinir 
htniigl!i% liriivv riH«i^!i ** ! Si|4}ir»* HiviHid Hinrrli, litmvy fiiriii|;li» 

twill thw tt*|^ flt*w wlf; hut ynijiuhl tiw>k iiilliiiwiiiiitiiWH tii«l in 
a liny wr iw {!«* IhhIi IumI |imlirtiHh 'Hiiit: i« a faei Iw 
la! fwiiiiil ill niiritnil iwitliww (ijtiiln t’Hart wr riwt qii5t«*i that 
«iirgiriil wjirnitiiin ?itirli n ittiin ramuit liiivi* iiin flag tridltHl 
tlirwiinli till* gtitlrw hy iwiy C*inir««h*44wti.— 'Itiil w.n iTtwrii ti» 
till* iaiirii at Armniiil tin* jaair CViiMulfr*, ityiiigfiii pf iiitirmtri 
tliiw. It %n thr yr.'ir tllHh Arm iipt yiA takrin iwr tii«» 
i|wiirit*k gwl III a liright 

*Tii 0 wry l'\niip!an:, I!o?ijiiliilkim» m*gle*rt iitiiriniiwi 
th« dying Cfiiriiiiiiw ; * tliry haw jirrhap iniwiigh tii dii, and 
iiKire iliiiii tatiiiiglii with thrir wwn ri»wntnnniK wli««a 
ii hitrlligildi! tii tliiaii ? Fur it wmsld iiji|a*ftr» tlnw k tm 
hiilpf’* Mill iilliigriiirr A ro5W|i.iay pf |iiinii miidav—* 

r<aitip:ivW.onrdr Lhla*rk 4wp t-H|ita'hr. dlH’p'Wfty icirwiirtliiig lti 
and «iii« WaljKit 'mm Ilinwriihriiti, m riliwti af linaiiriii Inking 
iliit iiitfi a widnii f»r aiimair cif tJti* 

iick and dying ; *m*i iijirniivaH tiaib/ imHlirhial u-. 
frtiiit ilir Li'ifuTk s anil «lid wdiiit iilitnmt wan in 

tliriiii illiailly in tint tifiiii# nf Mtwy and iiiatvrin *Ttiw 
Wal|aifc wfia iicii liy hirtli a tinbtriiiiiin* miya ciria tif ttin cilil 
Cttrniiirlrw^ • tail Itk dwln warn nnhlr/ ""fit! • ]»loU'^ liltb tittiiiri 
{inivtal iinwiiarifiiidy ilia lirt/hwiiir'^- tif a gn^at tiling, Htidiiig 
it* wrirk }irt«j»r }ii!rf% mid gain favnnr* tint liltln iitiiitii tmik 
fiiw'i lift itailft itrirt iddvalry fnr*iw% mi«l dialdtti to 
ina'ina.nrnf'. * Eiiigliti Hw|iitallft3ni Ilf iturdttar liiicly nf Mmint 
SCicirii'* Itnat nr r>i|tiiv..^h’ut wa* tlirir lir»t till©* iiiicttr 

Watfiiit tiiitir fiwt tirmtd«-lhiiitrr ; wlilrti i«in gmw to l» 
*Ctt!rtti«i ClKlttf of Hi Mary* (Tmimlw MUimt of tli# Mark* 
(ktim% m for iliortnoii iiiikfrik$$mi litiilw wlilrlt 

nm%% it playort a gitmt |mrl In Iho world for at«if« tlimt 
and wlifi^ai In uu|iMi tain'** tmtli tli«T«ii|iliiti 
and lliw|iitid!rrii of Mt John* 

Tlili wm Itiii tm Ilf Ctii'fiilry DoliWi and fktikk s tiiiir for 
* OVii'liVII# im* limopni aa*! f. 
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Bodies of Men uniting themselves by a Sacred Vow, ‘ (idiiluh - ' ; 
—which word and thing have piisscd over to us in a «inguliu-lj 
dwindled condition : ‘ Club ’ we now call it ; and the vow, if 
sacred, does not aim very high ! Templars and Hwpitalkfni 
were already famous bodies ; the latter now almost a century 
old. Walpot’s new Gelubde was of similar intent, only Gennan 
in Ifinrlj — ^the protection, defence and solacement of PilgrimM, 
with whatever that might involve. 

Head of Teutsch Order moves to Venice 

The Teutsch Ritters earned character in Palatine, and 
began to get bequests and recognition ; but did not long con- 
tinue there, like their two rival Orders. It was not in 
Palestine, whether the Orders might be aware of it or not, 
that their work could now lie. Pious Pilgrims c«;rltuuly there 
still are in great numbers ; to these you shall do the samd 
rites: but these, under a Saladin bound by his word, need 
little protection by the sword. And as for Cnisjuliag in the 
armed fashion, that has fallen visibly into the decline. After 
Barbarossa, Cceur-de-Lion and Philippe Auguste have tried it 
with such failure, what wise man will be in haste to try it 
again ? Zealous Popes continue to stir-up Crusades ; but the 
Secular Powers are not in earnest as formerly ; Seculiur Powers, 
when they do go, ‘ take Constantinople,’ ‘ conquer Sicily,’ never 
take or conquer anything in Palestine. Ibe Teutsch Oldar 
helps valiantly in Palestine, or would help ; but what is the 
use of helping ? The Teutsch Order has already |H>.s.scs>iiunfi 
in Europ^ by pious bequest and otherwise; all its main 
interests lie there ; in fine, after less than thirty IIw- 

mann von der Salza, a new sagacious TmOmlmdi^ m 
Hocimmter (so they call the head of the OrderX fwrabt in t&» 
series, a far-seeing, negotiating man, finds that Venice will he 
a fitter place of lodging for him than Am® ; and aoocrfingly 
^ long Mastership (a.d. 1310-39), he » rnostly lobe 
found there, and not at Acre ox Jerusalem 
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H<» vrry with tin* KiUMrr* Frirdrwii ii.i llur* 

ImriwmiV ; wlin hnn iht* tmuitl tjtiitrrflH witli tl«* 

iiiict i» gtiwt Ilf Mirli II m ivrll m iitiinit 

iiirilil. 'I1ir liHiml t|iiiiiTrh IIiih iiiiih 

iiiitt Miiiit’ iiiiiiMi?ih Niiriniiii^^ 4»U'.|*'il fr4»i*i wlio iifiril tii 

Im 5 mi i*iijtiil ; II Iuii»*i’r tiii thr rriiim*i*% i'i« lit* liml 

; fCiiiM’r nl liifii nf frrrthiiilang -m*ii : in 

wtiirit t imH'h thi? SniinHiiiim 

lit! k it|ijMiinlrtl iirliiti-r linlwtrii tis*' Piijni itiitl Kiilm^r; ihn% 

lint givit it ill ill** fitvnitr, Inii iigniiiHi liittn whrw In* 

tliiiiis lilt? liiiiwT k wrung, lit? k iwUntril thi* liwt gmtt 
IIi:wliiiiii*^li*r« thi"» ilrriyiiiiti vun tirr Snlnu w TItiiriiigrr liy 
liirtlii wtiii k fwiirift in thi* nf *. jM'^rliiij» tlit 

grwilrat til 1 m! ftiiiiiil ili**n* iit nlh thmigli iiirtiiy wm* rittn 
nhbrfitilis It k rviitriil I Inti tin nmn nf hk liiiit* wiw liimirr 

in iiii|i€irtiiiit jnililif liflkitT?* nr wjUi in-lirr thiirt 

I liiniwiriti. Ilin Clntrr, hnlli IhijH? ihhI Ei«|irriir m» 
th# Miwtrr Ilf ii% wiw in ii v!gt$rnu» «if griiwtli nil llib 
wliiit; ilrriiiiiiiit w'rll |iiriviiig tiint hr rniihi lirip tt Iwilrf lit 
Vriiiit? ttinii lit 

iiill if Ihts nrr liitlwi it tiirisrii iiiit, 

iiiily tiiir iithrr wiiiili • j,*^’ nf, Ht tinviiig in rutnimt 

cxiiiiii to rflWt, Ilf riilhrr tn iMim^mlilr iinil tlint tint 

yt?t tor fifty yritr» if ihr f ‘rtimiitrn fit^* rn<h?il, mill tlir Triitwli 

tlnlrr nlwnyi in {nr-i^iik: -anir';, mnl Irm niiri km 

wcirli wiiiil |iri*hn!4t will lirnnnr nf Iht^ IVnlm*}! Clrtlrr ? Cttfiw 
tott l»wiir tn^nrinii'^s i-.> tliwiliilr* iitimiriilj mill 

iiiigi til iwf liiiriit lint Ilf tlir mm f 'Hint mm th© cww «f the 
Trm{‘1:u-.^, tiiiil tlirir will «iil* lliry ln^mi |wcii«it«if tlir f'lcicir, 
* twti Eitiglili t« riiir IfprM?/ m thrir tkmt fmwi mricl llttty «t 
lift tiMil Jfrr nil rrry iijf}«:wtto *Tti rwwiiw lil# n 

l%iii|ikr ' ^ tlt*l hull ii firtivprli niwm'ig turn ; ttiiit wii 

lilt WEI In iwiiliiSittoiii, w olltrrf 

Whrrru:. Ilirlr tolltiw lIiBjiitolltri of Ht Johfi, cimiiring ti|wiii 
iirw work (Afiti*Tiirl r-uir.un mi w« fiia| cml! it* 
mummhdy ii Itliiid»t Malta^ for m rnttm of ftgw^ 
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and doing it well, managed to escape the like. As did the 
Teutsch Order in a still more conspicuous manner. 


Teutsch Order itsey^goes to Preussen 


Ever since St. Adalbert fell massacred in Prussia, stamping 
himself as a Crucifix on that Heathen soil, there have been 
attempts at conversion going on by the Christian neighbours, 
Dukes of Poland and others : intermittent fits of fighting 
and preaching for the last two hundred years, with extremely 
small result. Body of St. Adalbert was got at light weight, 
and the poor man canonised ; there is even a Titular Bishop 
of Prussia; and pilgrimages wander to the shrine of Adalbert 
in Poland, reminding you of Prussia in a tragic manner ; but 
what avails it ? Missionaries, when they set foot in the country, 
are killed or flung out again. The Bishop of Prussia is titular 
merely ; lives in liefland {Livonia) properly Bishop of Riga, 
among the Bremen trading-settlers and converted Lieflanders 
there, which is the only safe place, — ^if even that were safe 
without aid of armed men, such as he has there even now. He 
keeps his Schwertbruder (Brothers of the Sword), a small Order 
of Knights, recently got-up by him, for express behoof of 
liefland itself; and these, fighting their best, are sometimes 
troublesome to the Bishop, and do not much prosper upon 
Heathendom, or gain popularity and resources in the Christian 

world. No hope in the Schwertbruder for Prussia ; and in 

massacred Missionaries what hope ? The Prussian population 
continues Heathen, untamable to Gospel and Law ; and dter 

two centuries of effort, little or no real progress has been 
made. 


But xtoj m these circumstajQces, in the year 12S6, th® 
llMar Bishop of Prassia, having well considered the matter 
and alleged it vdth the Polish Authorities, opens a com- 
^mw^onmth Hermann von der Sa&a, ah Venice, on the 
subj^; Crasadi^ is over in tee Easti ffltetrioua Hodb- 
mestm- ; no duty for a Teutsch Onfe: there at present • idbat 
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is the use of crusading far off in the East, when Heathenism 
and the Kingdom of Satan hangs on our own borders, close 
at hand, in the North Let the Teutsch Order come to 
Preussen ; head a Crusade there. The land is fruitful ; flows 
really with milk and honey, not to speak of amber, and was 
once called the Terrestrial Paradise "^ — ^by I forget whom.^ 
In fact, it is clear, the land should belong to Christ; and 
if the Christian Teutsch Ritterdom could conquer it from 
Satanas for themselves, it would be well for all parties. Her- 
mann, a man of sagacious clear head, listens attentively. The 
notion is perhaps not quite new to him : at all events, he 
takes up the notion ; negotiates upon it, with Titular Bishop, 
with Pope, Kaiser, Duke of Poland, Teutsch Order ; and in 
brief, about two years afterwards (a.d. 12£8), having done 
the negotiatings to the last item, he produces his actual 
Teutsch Ritters, ready, on Prussian ground. 

Year 1228 , thinks Dryasdust, after a struggle. Place 
where, proves also at length discoverable in Dryasdust, — ^not 
too far across the north Polish frontier, always with ^ Masovia ’ 
(the now Warsaw region) to fall back upon. But in what 
number ; how ; nay almost when, to a year, — do not ask poor 
Dryasdust, who overwhelms himself with idle details, and by 
reason of the trees is unable to see the wood.^ — ^The Teutsch 
Ritters straightway build a Burg for headquarters, spread 
themselves on this hand and that ; and begin their great task. 
In the name of Heaven, we may still say in a true sense ; as 
they, every Ritter of them to the heart, felt it to be in all 
manner of senses. 

The Prussians were a fierce fighting people, fanatically 
Anti-Christian : the Teutsch Ritters had a perilous never- 
resting time of it, especially for the first fifty years. They 
built and burnt innumerable stockades for and against ; built 
wooden Forts which are now stone Towns. They fought 
much and prevalently ; galloped desperately to and fro, ever 
on the alert. In peaceabler ulterior times they fenced-in the 
1 Voigt (if he had m Index I) knows. * ii. i 77 . 184, 192. 
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Nogat and the Weichsel with dams, whereby unlimited quag- 
mire might become grassy meadow, — as it continues to this 
day. Marienburg {Manfs Burg), still a town of importance 
in that same grassy region, with its grand stone Schloss still 
visible and even habitable ; this was at length their Head- 
quarter. But how many Burgs of wood and stone they built, 
in different parts ; what revolts, surprisals, furious fights in 
woody boggy places, they had, no man has counted. Their 
life, read in Dryasdust’s newest chaotic Books (which are of 
endless length, among other ill qualities), is like a dim night- 
mare of unintelligible marching and fighting : one feels as if 
the mere amount of galloping they had would have carried 
the Order several times round the Globe. What multiple of 
the Equator was it, then, O Dryasdust ? The Herr Professor, 
little studious of abridgment, does not say. 

But always some preaching, by zealous monks, accompanied 
the chivalrous fighting. And colonists came in from Ger- 
many ; trickling in, or at times streaming. Victorious Ritter- 
dom offers terms to the beaten Heathen ; terms not of tolerant 
nature, but which will be punctually kept by Bitterdom. 
When the flame of revolt or general conspiracy bumt-up 
again too extensively, there was a new Crusade proclaimed in 
Germany and Christendom ; and the Hochmeister, at Mar- 
burg or elsewhere, with all his marshals and ministers were 
busy, — ^generally with effect. High personages came on 
crusade to them. Ottocar King of Bohemia, Duke of 
Austria and much else, the great man of his day, came once 
(a.d. 1£55); Johann Bong of Bohemia, in the next century, 
once and again. The mighty Ottocar,^ with his extensive far- 
shining chivalry, ^ conquered Samland in a month ’ : tore-up 
the Romova where Adalbert had been massacred, and burnt 
it firom the face of the Earth. A certain Fortress was 
founded at that time, in Ottocar’s presence ; and in honour 
of him they named it Kin^s Fortress^ ^ Konigsberg ’ : it is 
iiow grown a big-domed metropolitan Gity^— where we of 
^ Voigt, iii. 80-87. 
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this Narrative lately saw a Coronation going on, and Sophie 
Charlotte furtively taking a pinch of snuff. Among King 
Ottocar's esquires or subaltern junior officials on this occasion, 
is one Rudolfs heir of a poor Swiss Lordship and gray Hill- 
Castle, called Hapshwrg^ rather in reduced circumstances, 
whom Ottocar likes for his prudent hardy ways ; a stout, 
modest, wise young man, — ^who may chance to redeem Haps- 
burg a little, if he live ? How the shuttles fly, and the life- 
threads, always, in this ^ loud-roaring Loom of Time ’ ! — 

Along with Ottocar too, as an ally in the Crusade, was 
Otto III. Ascanier Markgraf and Elector of Brandenburg, 
great-grandson of Albert the Bear ; — ^named Otto the Pioiis 
in consequence. He too founded a Town in Prussia, on this 
occasion, and called it Brcmdenburg ; which is still extant 
there, a small Brandenburg the Second ; for these procedures 
he is called Otto the Pious in History. His Wife, withal, 
was a sister of Ottocar’s ; 1 — ^which, except in the way of 
domestic felicity, did not in the end amount to much for 
him ; this Ottocar having flown too high, and melted his 
wings at the sun, in a sad way, as we shall see elsewhere. 

None of the Orders rose so high as the Teutonic in favour 
with mankind. It had by degrees landed possessions far and 
wide over Germany and beyond : I know not how many 
dozens of Baileys (rich Bailliwicks, each again with its dozens 
of Comthureis^ Commanderies, or subordinate groups of estates), 
and Baillies and Commanders to match ; — and was thought 
to deserve favour from above. Valiant servants, these ; to 
whom Heaven had vouchsafed great labours and unspeakable 
blessings. In some fifty or fifty-three years they had got 
Prussian Heathenism brought to the ground; and they en- 
deavoured to tie it well down there by bargain and arrange- 
ment. But it would not yet lie quiet, nor for a century 
to come ; being still secretly Heathen ; revolting, conspiring 
ever again, ever on weaker terms, till the Satanic element 
^ Micliaelis, i 25ro ; Habner, t. 174. 
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had burnt itself out, and conversion and composm'e could 
ensue. 

Conversion and complete conquest once come, there was a 
happy time for Prussia : ploughshare instead of sword ; busy 
sea-havens, German towns, getting built ; churches everywhere 
rising ; grass growing, and peaceable cows, where formerly had 
been quagmire and snakes. And for the Order a happy 
time ? A rich, not a happy. The Order was victorious ; 
Livonian ^ Sword-Brothers,’ ^ Knights of Dobryn,’ minor 
Orders and Authorities all round, were long since subordi- 
nated to it or incorporated with it; Livonia, Courland, 
Lithuania, are all got tamed under its influence, or tied down 
and evidently tamable. But it was in these times that the 
Order got into its wider troubles outward and inward ; quar- 
rels, jealousies, with Christian neighbours, Poland, Pommem, 
who did not love it and for cause ; — ^wider troubles, and by 
no means so evidently useful to mankind. The Order’s wages, 
in this world, flowed higher than ever, only perhaps its work 
was beginning to run low I But we will not anticipate. 

On the whole, this Teutsch Bitterdom, for the first century 
and more, was a grand phenomenon ; and flamed like a bright 
blessed beacon through the night of things, in those Northern 
Countries. For above a century, we perceive, it was the 
rallying-place of all brave men who had a career to seek on 
terms other than vulgar. The noble soul, aiming t»yond 
money, and sensible to more than hunger in this world, had 
a beacon burning (as we say), if the night chanced to offtake 
it, and the earth to grow too intricate, as is not nBconitoon. 
Better than the career of stump-oratory, I should fancy, lind 
Us H^perid^ Apples, golden and of gilt horse-dung. Bette 
puddling away one’s poor spiritual gift of God not 
mdi m it may be, in building the lofty rhyme, the 
’MIy Beview- Article, for a discerning puMic that has six- 
pence to spare ! Times alter greatly — Will the reader take 
a glimpse of Conrsd von Thiiringen’s biography, as a sample 
of the old ways of proceeding? Conrad succeeded Hermann 
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von der Salza as Grand-Master, and his history is memorable 
as a Teutonic Knight. 

The stuff Teutsch Ritters were made of. Conrad ofThurmgen : 

Saint Elizabeth; Town of Marburg 

Conrad, younger brother of the Landgraf of Thuringen, — 
which Prince lived chiefly in the Wartburg, romantic old 
Hill-Castle, now a Weimar-Eisenach property and show-place, 
then an abode of very earnest people, — was probably a child- 
in-arms, in that same Wartburg, while Richard Coeur-de-Lion 
was getting home from Palestine and into troubles by the 
road : this will date Conrad for us. His worthy elder brother 
was Husband of the lady since called Saint Elizabeth, a very 
pious but also very fanciful young woman ; — and I always 
guess his going on the Crusade, where he died straightway, 
was partly the fruit of the life she led him ; lodging beggars, 
sometimes in his very bed, continually breaking his nighPs 
rest for prayer, and devotional exercise of undue length ; 
‘ weeping one moment, then smiling in joy the next ’ ; mean- 
dering about, capricious, melodious, weak, at the will of devout 
whim mainly ! However, that does not concern us.^ Sure 
enough her poor Landgraf went crusading, Year 1227 (Kaiser 
Friedrich ii.’s Crusade, who could not put it off longer) ; poor 
Landgraf fell ill by the road, at Brindisi, and died, — ^not to 
be driven farther by any cause. 

Conrad, left guardian to his deceased Brother’s children, 
had at #rst much quarrel with Saint Elizabeth, though he 
afterwards took far other thoughts. Meanwhile he had his 
own apanage, ^ Landgraf ’ by rank he too; and had troubles 
enough with that of itself. For instance : once the Arch- 

* Many Lives of the Saint. See, in particular, Lihelltis de Dictis Quatuor 
AfrciH&rum, ete;^-(that is* Report of the evidence got from Elizabeth’s Four 
Maids* fev cm Official Reirsoii, Devil’s- Advocate or whatever he was, missioned 
by tlie Rope to question them, when her Canonisation came to be talked of. A 
curious piece) ; — in Menckenii Scriptores Rerum Germanicarum (Lipsiae, 1728-30), 
ii. dd. ; where also are other details. 
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bishop of Mainz, being in debt, laid a heavy tax on all 
Abbeys under him ; on Reichartsbronn, an Abbey of Con- 
rad’s, among others. ^ Don’t pay it ! ’ said Conrad to the 
Abbot. Abbot refused accordingly ; but was put under ban 
by the Pope; — obliged to comply, and even to be ^whipt 
thrice ’ before the money could be accepted. Two whippings 
at Erfurt, from the Archbishop, there had been ; and a third 
was just going on there, one morning, when Conrad, travel- 
ling that way, accidentally stept in to matins. Conrad flames 
into a blazing whirlwind at the phenomenon disclosed. ^ Whip 
my Abbot ? And he is to pay, then, — ^Archbishop of Beel- 
zebub ? ’ — and took the poor Archbishop by the rochets, and 
spun him hither and thither ; nay was for cutting him in two, 
had not fiiends hysterically busied themselves, and got the 
sword detained in its scabbard and the Archbishop away. 
Here is a fine coil like to be, for Conrad. 

Another soon follows ; jfrom a quarrel he had with Eritzlar, 
an Imperial Free-Town in those parts, perhaps a little stiff 
upon its privileges, and high towards a Landgraf. Conrad 
marches, one morning (Year 1262 ), upon insolent Fritzlar ; 
bums the environs ; but on looking practically at the ram- 
parts of the place, thinks they are too high, and turns to go 
home again. Whereupon the idle women of Fritzlar, who are 
upon the ramparts gazing in fear and hope, burst into shrill 
universal jubilation of voice, — ^and even into gestures, and 
liberties with their dress, which are not describable m His- 
tory ! Conrad, suddenly once more all flame, whirls round ; 
storms the ramparts, slays what he meets, plunders Fritzlar 
with a will, and leaves it blazing in a general fire, which had 
broken-out in the business. Here is a pair of coils for Con- 

; the like of which can issue only in Papal ban or worse. 

Conrad is grim and obstinate under these aspects ; but 
secare% feels himself very wicked; knows not wdl what will 
come of it Sauntering one day hi his outer courts, he 
notices a certain female beggar ; necetesitots female of loose 
who tremulously solicits charity of him* Necessitous 
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(considerable, surely, of tbeir kind) were the first origin of 
Marburg as a Town i a mere Castle, with adjoining Hamlet, 
before that. 

Strange gray old silent Town, rich in so many memories ; 
it stands there, straggling up its rocky hill-edge, towards its 
old Castles and edifices on the top, in a not unpicturesque 
manner; flanked by the river Lahn and its fertile plains : 
very silent, except for the delirious screech, at rare intervals, 
of a railway train passing that way from Franldurt-on-Mayn 
to CasseL ^ Church of St Elizabeth,’ — ^high, grand Church, 
built by Conrad our Hochmeister, in reverence of his once 
terrestrial Sister-in-law, — stands conspicuous in the plain 
below, where the Town is just ending, St, Elizabeth’s 
Shrine was once there, and pilgrims wending to it from all 
lands, Conrad himself is buried there, as are many Hoch- 
meisters ; their names, and shields of arms, Hermann’s fore- 
most, though Hermann’s dust is not there, are carved, care- 
fully kept legible, on the shafts of the Gothic arches, — ^from 
floor to groin, long rows of them ; — and produce, with the 
other tombs, tomb-paintings by Diirer and the like, thoughts 
impressive almost to pain. St. Elizabeth’s loculm was put 
into its shrine here, by Kaiser Friedrich n. and all manner of 
princes and grandees of the Empire, ^ one million two hundred 
thousand people looking on,’ say the old records, perhaps not 
quite exact in their arithmetic, Philip the Magnanimous, 
wishing to stop ^ pilgrimages uowhither,’ buried the loculus 
away, it was never known where; under the floor of that 
Church somewhere, as is likeliest. Ehough now of Marburg, 
and of its Teutseh Bitters too. 

They had one or two memorable Hochmmsters and Teutseh^ 
mekters ; whom we have not named here, nor shaB^ There 
m one Hochmeister, somewhere about the fiftieth ou the list, 

^ osr excdlent MUntzbelustigimgm (^iirnberg, 1729 et s€qq. ii. 

382; w. loa; viii 38^ 5 etc.) are valuable glimpses into tbe Teutonic Order, 
fs felo kindreife of other tMngs. The special Book upon it is Voigt’s, often 
eked here: Nine heavy volumes ; grounded on faithful reading, but with a fatal 
almost every other quality. 
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between Niimberg and the Kchtelwald ; why specially so 
called, Dryasdust dimly explains, deducing it from certain 
Counts von Reuss, those strange Reusses who always call 
themselves Henry^ and now amount to Henry the Eightieth 
and Odd, with side-branches likewise called Henry; whose 
nomenclature is the despair of mankind, and worse than that 
of the Naples Lazzaroni who candidly have no names ! — 
Dukes of Voigtland, I say ; likewise of Dalmatia ; then also 
Markgraves of Austria ; also Counts of Andechs, in which 
latter fine countiy (north of Miinchen a day'^s ride), and not 
at Plassenburg, some say, the man was slain, lliese immense 
possessions, which now (a.d. 1248) all fall asunder by the 
stroke of that sword, come to be divided among the slain 
man’s connexions, or to be snatched-up by active neighbours, 
and otherwise disposed of. 

Active Wurzburg, active Bamberg, without much connexion, 
snatched-up a good deal ; Count of Orlamunde, married to the 
eldest Sister of the slain Duke, got Plassenburg and most of 
the Voigtland : a Tyrolese magnate, whose Wife was an Aunt 
of the Duke’s, laid hold of the Tyrol, and transmitted it to 
daughters and their spouses, — ^the finish of which line we 
shall see by and by : — ^in short, there was much property in a 
disposable condition. The Hohenzollem Burggraf of Niim- 
berg, who had married a younger Sister of the Duke’s two 
years before this accident, managed to get at least Baireuth 
and some adjacencies; big Orlamunde, who had not much 
better right, taking the lion’s share. This of Baireuth proved 
a notable possession to the Hohmizollem family: it was 
Conrad the first Burggraf s great-grandson, Friedrich, counted 
^Friedrich m.’ among the Burggraves^ who made the acqui- 
sition in this manner, a.d. 1248, 

Onolzbadi ((Mz-hach or ‘-brook/ now called Ampach) they 
got, some fours(»re years after, by purchase and hard money 
down {‘24,000 pounds of farthings,’ whsitever that may be),^ 
which proved a notable twin possession of the family. And 
^ AB. Sta^ Ans^ack^ by J. B. Fisdier (Anspach, 1786),^ p, 196. 
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depend on the Nurnbergers withal ! And how the Burggaf 
did not fly out into battle in conse<iucna*, but reausdini it by 
imperturbable countenance and power of driving. With enough 
of the like sort ; which readers can conceive. 

Burggrqf Fneirich III.; anil the Anarchy of ^mekm 
Years 

This same Friedrich in., great-grandson of Conratl the 
first Burggraf, was he that got the Burggraviafce made heredi- 
tary in his family (a.®. 1S78); which thereby rose to the 
fixed rank of Princes, among other advantages it was gaining. 
Nor did this acquisition come gratis at all, but as the fmit of 
good service adroitly done; service of endian inij)»>rl.'nu‘«> m 
it proved. Friedrich’s life had fallen in times of huge anarchy ; 
the Hohenstauffen line gone miserably onl'. Boy Cotuddiu, 
its last representative, perishing on the scaflPold even (by a. 
desperate Pope and a desperate Duke of Anjou) 

Sicilian Normans, Pope and Reich, all at diiggei’s-drawa witih 
one another ; no Kaiser, nay os msuay as Three at once i 
Which lasted from 1254 onwards; and is called ‘the InUap^ 
regnum,’ or Anarchy ‘of Nineteen Years,’ in Gerntaa History. 

let us at least name the Three Kaisers, or Triple-elkir of 
No-Kaiser; though, except as chronological laidlraarks, m 
have not much to do with them. Mrst Kaker k William 
Count of Holland, a ror^h fellow. Pope's prottgd, Fopt* even 
raising cash for him ; till WBlima pati^ to the Ihitch pe»b- 
bogs (horse and man, furiouHy pursuing, in souio fi|4;hl 
and getting swallowed up to tiiat mamar); whidh happity 
reduces our false Kaisers to two * SeoaBd and TIW, who am 
both foreign to Germany. 

Second Kalsmr is Alphonso King of CSsdffle, A)|^hcmio t ho 
Wise, whose saying about Ptolemy’s Astronomy, ‘Tlurt l| 
seraned a crank machine; that it was i«ty the Ch»tor had 
not taken advice !’ is still remembared by roankirul 

‘At Napleg, asth Oetoli« (a^ 
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enough to stay *t homo ; hhiI except wmring tl»c title, which 
mt nothitif, to wncero biinnelf very iitlhs nlniut the Holy 
Itoman Thsipif, .t.nf clwk or two dating ‘ Tokil (At 
Toleihth* «hil langwitlly a hit of ofUdal writing now juiti then, 
and tltal wi»» all. (’tinfu»«l crawk (Machine tiiia of tlic ticnuiui 





108 THE HOHENZOLLERNS [book il. 

ixiyi 

Aligbieri then a little boy at Florence, not three years old ; 
gazing with strange eyes as the elders talked of such a per- 
formance by Christ’s Vicar on Earth. A very tragic perform- 
ance indeed, which brought-on the Sicilian Vespers by and by ; 
for the Heavens never fail to pay debts, your Holiness ! — 
Germany was rocking down towards one saw not what, — 
an iknarcliic Republic of Princes, perhaps, and of Free Barons 
fast verging towards robbery? Sovereignty of multiplex 
Princes, with a Peerage of intermediate Robber Barons ? 
Things are verging that way. Such Princes, big and little, 
each wrenching- off for himself what lay loosest and handiest 
to him, found it a stirring game, and not so much amiss. 
On the other hand, some voice of the People, in feeble 
whimperings of a strange intensity, to the opposite effect, are 
audible to this day. Here are Three old Minstrels (Minne- 
Sanger) picked from Manesse’s Collection by an obliging hand, 
who are of this date, and shall speak each a word : 

No. 1 kquUur (in cramp doggerel, done into speech) : ^To thee, O 
Lord, we poor folk make moam ; the Devil has sown his seeds in this 
land I Law thy hand created for protection of thy children : but where 
now is Law ? Widows and orphans weep that the Princes do not unite 
to have a Kaiser/ 

No. 2 : ^ The Princes grind in the Kaiser's mill : to the Reich they fling 
the siftings ; and keep to themselves the meaL Not much in haste, they, 
to give ns a Kaiser/ 

No. S : ^^like the Plague of Frogs, there they are come out ; defiling 
the Reich s honour. Stork, when wilt thou appear, then,' and with thy 
stiff mandibles act upon them a little ? ^ 


It was in such circumstances, that Friedrich m. Burggraf 
of Numberg, who had long moaned and striven over these 
woes of his country, came to pay that visit, late in the night 
(1st or ^ of October 1S73), to his Cousin Rudolf Lord of 
Hapshurg, under the walls of Basel; a notable scene in History. 
Rudolf was besieging Basel, being in sitoe feud with the 
ther^ of which Friedrich and another had been pro- 
* Mentel, GtscJaciit dtr Dtutsihin, p. 345. 
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and general strength of bridle-hand, this actually might be the 
adequate man. 


Kaiser RtidoTfand Burggrqf Friedrich III 

Last time we saw Rudolf, near thirty years ago, he was 
some equerry or subaltern dignitary among the Ritters of King 
Ottocar, doing a Crusade against the Prussian Heathen, and 
seeing his master found Konigsberg in that country. Changed 
times now ! Ottocar King of Bohemia, who (by the strong 
hand mainly, and money to Richard of Cornwall, in the late 
troubles) has become Duke of Austria and much else, had 
himself expected the Kaisership ; and of all astonished men, 
King Ottocar was probably the most astonished at the choice 
made. A dread sovereign, fierce, and terribly opulent, and 
everyway resplendent to such degree ; and this threadbare Swiss 
gentleman-at-arms, once ^ my domestic ’ (as Ottocar loved to 
term it), preferred to me! Flat insanity. King Ottocar 
thought ; refused to acknowledge such a Kaiser ; would not in 
the least give up his unjust properties, or even do homage for 
them or the others. 

But there also Rudolf contrived to be ready for him. 
Rudolf invaded his rich Austrian territories; smote down 
Vienna, and all resistance that there was ; ^ forced Ottocar to 
beg pardon and peace. ^ No pardon, nor any speech of peace, 
till you first do homage for all those lands of yours, whateyer 
we may find them to be !’ Ottocar was very loath ; but could 
not help himself. Ottocar quitted Prag with a resplendent 
retinue, to come into the Danube country, and do homage to 
‘my domestic’ that once was. He bargained that the sad 
ceremony idrodd be at least private ; on an Island in the 
Iteaub^ between the two retinues or armlet ; aud in a t«t, 
so that only official select persons might see it. The Island is 
calhd CawiWg’ (n Vienna, I conclude), in the middle of the 
Donau Rivm: : there Ottocar accordingly knelt ; he in great 
* 1276 (Kohler, p, 253), 
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That is the glimpse we can give of Eriedrich first Hereditary 
Burggraf, and of his Cousin Rudolf first Hapsburg Kaiser. 
The latest Austrian Kaisers, the latest Kings of Prussia, they 
are sons of these two men. 


CHAPTER VIII 

ASCANIER MAB.KGEAVES IN BKANDENBUEG 

We have said nothing of the Ascanier Markgraves, Electors 
of Brandenburg, all this while ; nor, in these limits, can we now 
or henceforth say almost anything. A proud enough, valiant 
and diligent line of Markgraves ; who had much fighting and 
other struggle in the world, — steadily enlarging their border 
upon the Wends to the north ; and adjusting it, with mixed 
success, against the Wettin gentlemen, who are Markgraves 
farther east (in the LctttsUz now), who bound us to the south 
too (Meissen, Mhnia), and who in fact came in for the whole 
of modem Saxony in the end. Much fighting, too, there was 
with the Archbishops of Magdeburg, now that the Wends are 
down: standing quarrel there, on the small scale, like that of 
Mser and Pope on the great; such quarrel as is to be seen 
in all places, and on all manner of scales, in that era of the 
Christian world. 

None of our Markgraves rose to the height of their Pro- 
genitor, Albert the Bear ; nor indeed, except massed-up, as 
‘Albert’s line,’ and with a History ever more condensing itself 
almost to the form of label, can they pretend to memorability 
with us. What can Dryasdust himself do with them ? That 
wholesome Dutch cabbages continued to be more and more 
planted, and peat -mire, blending itself with waste sand, 
became available for Christian mankind,— intrusive ChaoS, and 
especially Kvine Triglapk and his ferocities being wfeB Bald 
aloof: this, after all, is the real History of our Markgraves ; 
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How the Dutch and Wends agreed together, within their 
rampart, inclusive of both, is not said. The river lay between; 
they had two languages ; peace was necessary : it is probable 
they were long rather on a taciturn footing ! But in the oily 
river you do catch various fish ; Coin, amid its quagmires and 
straggling sluggish waters, can be rendered very strong. Some 
husbandry, wet or dry, is possible to diligent Dutchmen. 
There is room for trade also ; Spree Havel Elbe is a direct 
water-road to Hamburg and the Ocean ; by the Oder, which 
is not very far, you communicate with the Baltic on this hand, 
and with Poland and the uttermost parts of Silesia on that. 
Enough, Berlin grows; becomes, in about 300 years, for one 
reason and another. Capital City of the country, of these 
many countries. The Markgraves or Electors, after quitting 
Brandenburg, did not come immediately to Berlin ; their next 
Residence was Tangermiinde (Mouth of the TangeTy where 
little Tanger issues into Elbe) ; a much grassier place than 
Berlin, and which stands on a Hill, clay-and-sand Hill, like- 
wise advantageous for strength. That Berlin should have 
grown, after it once became Capital, is not a mystery. It has 
quadrupled itself, and more, within the last hundred years, 
and I tibink doubled itseK within the last thirty. 


MarTcgrqf Otto JF., or Otto with the Arrow 

One Ascanier Markgraf, and one only, Otto iv. by title, 
was a Poet withal ; had an actual habit of doing verse. There 
are certain so-called Poems of his, still extant, read by Dryas- 
dust, with such enthusiasm as he can get up, in the old 
Collection of Minne-migerSy made by Mamsse the Zurich 
Biirgermeister, while the matter was much fresher than it now 
is.^ Madrigals all; Jfim^i^^^ongs, describing the passion of 

^ Riidiger von Manesse, who fought the Austrians, too, made his Sammtung 
(CollectioE) in the latter half of the fourteenth century ; it was printed, after many 
narrow risks of destruction in the interim, in 1758,— Bodmer and Breitinger 
editing -at Zurich, 2 vols. 4to. 
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love ; how Otto felt under it, — ^well and also ill ; with little 
peculiarity of symptom, as appears. One of his lines is, 

Ich wunsch ich wcire tot, I wisli that I were dead : 

— ^the others shall remain safe in Manesse’s Collection, 

This same Markgraf Otto iv.. Year 1278, had a dreadful 
quarrel with the See of Magdeburg, about electing a Brother 
of his. The Chapter had chosen another than Otto'’s Brother ; 
Otto makes war upon the Chapter. Comes storming along ; 

will stable my horses in your Cathedral,” on such and such 
a day 1 But the Archbishop chosen, who had been a fighter 
formerly, stirs-up the Magdeburgers, by preaching Horses 
to be stabled here, my Christian brethren”), by relics, and 
quasi-miracles, to a furious condition ; leads them out against 
Otto, beats Otto utterly ; brings him in captive, amid hooting 
jubilations of the conceivable kind : ^ Stable ready ; but where 
are the horses, — Serene child of Satanas 1 ’ Archbishop 
makes a Wooden Cage for Otto (big beams, spars stout 
enough, mere straw to lie on), and locks him up there. In a 
public situation in the City of Magdeburg ; — ^visible to man- 
kind so, during certain months of that year 1278. It was in 
the very time while Ottocar was getting finished in the 
Marchfeld; much mutiny still abroad, and the new Kaiser 
Rudolf very busy. 

Otter’s Wife, all streaming in tears, and flaming in zeal 
what shall she do ? ‘ Sell your jewels,’ so advises a certain 

old Johann von Buch, discarded Ex-oflicial : ^ Sell your jewels, 
Madam ; bribe the Canons of Magdeburg with extreme secrecy, 
none knowing of his neighbour ; they will consent to ransom 
on terms possible.’ Poor Wife bribed as was bidden ; Canons 
voted as they undertook ; xmanimous for ransom, — ^high, but 
humanly possible. Markgraf Otto gets out on parole. But 
now, How raise such a ransom, our very jewels being sold? 
Old Johann von Buch again indicates ways and means,— 
mimetdous old gentleman : — ^Markgraf Otto returns, money 
in hand ; pays, and is solemnly discharged. The title of the 



116 THE HOHENZOLLERNS [book il 

[1278 

sum I could sdve exact ; but as none will in the least tell me 
what the value is, I humbly forbear. 

‘We are clear, then, at this date?’ said Markgraf Otto 
from his horse, just taking leave of the Magdeburg Canonry. 
‘Yes,’ answered they. — Pshaw, you don’t know the value of 
a Markgraf I’ said Otto. ‘What is it, then?’ — ‘Rain gold 
ducats on his war-horse and him,’ said Otto, looking up with, 
a satirical grin, ‘ till horse and Markgraf are buried in them, 
and you cannot see the point of his spear atop ! ’ — ^That 
would be a cone of gold coins equal to the article, thinks our 
Markgraf ; and rides grinning away.’- — ^The poor Archbishop, 
a valiant pious man, finding out that late strangely unanimous 
vote of his Chapter for ransonoing the Markgraf, took it so ill, 
that he soon died of a broken heart, say the old Books. Die 
he did, before long ; — and still Otto’s Brother was refused as 
successor. Brother, however, again survived ; behaved always 
wisely ; and Otto at last had his way. ‘ Makes an excellent 
Archbishop, after all ! ’ said the Magdeburgers. Those were 
rare times, Mr. Rigmarole. 

The same Otto, besieging some stronghold of his Magde- 
burg or other enemies, got an arrow shot into the skull of 
him ; into, not through ; which no surgery could extract, not 
for a year to come. Otto went about, sieging mnch the 
same, with the iron in his head ; and is called Otto mit dem 
Pfeile^ Otto Sagittarius^ or Otto with the Arrow, in conse- 
quence. A Markgraf who writes Madrigals ; who does sieges 
with an arrow in his head ; who lies in a wooden cage, j eered 
by the Magdeburgers, and proposes such a cone of ducats : I 
thought him the memorablest of those forgotten Markgraves ; 
and that his jolting Life-pilgrimage might stand as the general 
sample. Multiply a year of Otto by 200, you have, on easy 
conditions, some imagination of a History of the Ascanier 
Markgraves. Forgettable otherwise $ or it can be read in th© 
gross, darkened with ©adless details, and thrice-dreary, half- 
intell^hle! traditions, in Pauli’s fatal Quartos, and elsewhere, 

V I Michaelis, i. 27X ; Pauli, i, 316 ; Kloss ; etc. 
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if any one needs. — ^Tlie year of that Magdebxirg speech about 
the cone of ducats is 1278 : King Edward the First, in this 
country^ was walking about, a prosperous man of forty, with 
very Long Shanks^ and also with a head of good length. 

Otto^ as had been the case in the former line, was a 
frequent name among those Markgraves : ^ Otto the Pious ’ 
(whom we saw crusading once in Preussen, with King Ottocar 
his Brother-in-law), ‘Otto the Tall,’ ‘Otto the Short (Parvicsy; 
I know not how many Ottos besides him ‘with the Arrow.’ 
Half a century after this one of the Arrow (under his Grand- 
Nephew it was), the Ascanier Markgraves ended, their line 
also dying out. 

Not the successfulest of Markgraves, especially m later 
times. Brandenburg was indeed steadily an Electorate, its 
Markgraf a Kurfurst^ or Elector of the ]Empire; and always 
rather on the increase than otherwise. But the Territories 
were apt to be much split-up to younger sons ; two or more 
Markgraves at once, the eldest for Elector, with other arrange- 
ments ; which seldom answer. They had also fallen into the 
habit of borrowing money ; pawning, redeeming, a good deal, 
with Teutsch Ritters and others. Then they puddled con- 
siderably, — and to their loss, seldom choosing the side that 
proved winner, — in the general broils of the Reich, which at 
that time, as we have seen, was unusually anarchic. None of the 
successfulest of Markgraves latterly. But they were regretted 
beyond measure in comparison with the next set that came ; 
as we shall see. 


CHAPTER IX 
BURGGKAF FRIEBBICH IV 

Beakdenburo and the HohenzoUem Family of Numberg 
have hitherto no mutual acquaintanceship whatever : they go, 
eadh its own course, tvide enough apart in the world ; — littlo 
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dreaming that they are to meet by and by, and coalesce, wed 
for better and worse, and become one flesh. As is the way in 
all romance. ^ Marriages,’ among men, and other entities of 
importance, ^ are, evidently, made in Heaven.’ 

Friedrich iv. of Niomberg, Son of that Friedrich m., Kaiser 
B-udolfs successful friend, was again a notabler increaser of 
his House; which finally, under his Great-grandson, named 
Friedrich vi., attained the Electoral height. Of which there 
was already some hint. Well ; under the first of these two 
Friedrichs, some slight approximation, and under his Son, a 
transient express introduction (so to speak) of Brandenburg 
to Hohenzollem took place, without immediate result of con- 
sequence ; but under the second of them occurred the wedding, 
as we may call it, or union ^for better or worse, till death do 
us part.’ — ^How it came about ? Easy to ask. How ! The 
reader will have to cast some glances into the confused 
iZ^AiS-History of the time ; — ^timid glances, for the element 
is of dangerous, extensive sort, mostly jungle and shaking 
bog ; — and we must travel through this corner of it, as on 
shoes of swiftness, treading lightly. 

Contested Elections in the Reich : Kaiser Albert /. ,* after 
whom Six NonnHapshurg Kaisers 

The Line of Budolf of Hapsburg did not at once succeed 
continuously to the Empire, as the wont had been in such 
cases, where the sons were willing and of good likelihood. 
After such a spell of anarchy, parties still ran higher than 
usual in the Holy Roman Empire ; and wide-yawning splits 
would not yet coalesce to the old pitch. It appears too the 
posterity of Rudolf, stiff, inarticulate, proud men, and of a 
turn for engrossing and amassing, were not always lovely to 
the public. Albert, Rudolfs eldest son, for instance, Kaiser 
Albert i., — ^who did succeed, though not at once, or till after 
killing Rudolfs immediate successor,^ — ^Albert was by no 

1 Adolf of Nassau; slain by Albert’s own hand; ‘Battle’ of Hasenbiihel 
near ‘WomiSj 2d July 1298 ’ (Kohler, p. 265). 
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same one-eyed, loose-lipped unbeautiful Albert i., a Kaiser 
dreadfully fond of earthly goods, too. Who indeed grasped 
all round him, at property half his, or wholly not his : Rliine- 
tolls. Crown of Bohemia, Landgraviate of Thiiringen, Swiss 
Forest Cantons, Crown of Hungary, Crown of France even : 
— ^getting endless quarrels on his hands, and much defeat 
mixed with any victory there was. Poor soul, he had six- 
and- twenty children by one wife ; and felt that there was 
need of apanages ! He is understood (guessed, not proved) to 
have instigated two assassinations in pursuit of these objects ; 
and he very clearly underwent one in his own person. Assas- 
sination first was of Dietzman the Thiiringian Landgraf, an 
Anti-Albert champion, who refused to be robbed by Albert, — 
for whom the great Dante is (with almost palpable absurdity) 
fabled to have vratten an Epitaph still legible in the Church 
at Leipzig.^ Assassination second was of Wenzel, the poor 
young Bohemian King, OttocaFs Grandson and last heir. Sure 
enough, this important young gentleman ^was murdered by 
some one at Olmiitz next year’ (1306, a promising event for 
Albert then), ^ but none yet knows who it was.^ 

Neither of which suspicious transactions came to any re- 
sult for Albert ; as indeed most of his unjust graspings 
proved failures. He at one time had thoughts of the Crown 
of France ; ^ Yours I solemnly declare ! ’ said the Pope. But 
that came to nothing; — only to France’s shifting of the 
Popes to Avignon, more under the thumb of France. What 
his ultimate success with Tell and the Forest Cantons was^ 
we all know ! A most clutching, strong-fisted, dreadfully 
hungry, tough and unbeautiful man. Whom his own Nephew, 
at last, had to assassinate, at the Ford of the Reuss (near 
Windisch Village, meeting of the Reuss and Aar; 1st May 
1 308) : ^ Scandalous Jew pawnbroker of an Uncle, wilt thou 
flatly keep from me my Father’s heritage, then, intrusted to 
thee in his hour of death ? Regardless of God and man, and 

1 Menckemi ScriptoreSf i. § Fredericus Admorsm (by Tenteel). 

* KoUer, p. 270, 
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of the last look of a dying Brother ? Uncle worse than 
pawnbroker ; for it is a heritage with no pawn on it, with 
much the reverse ! ’ thought the Nephew, — and stabbed said 
Uncle down dead ; having gone across with him in the boat ; 
attendants looking on in distraction from the other side of 
the river. Was called Johannes Parrkida in consequence; 
fled out of human sight that day, he and his henchmen, never 
to tum-up again till Doomsday. For the pursuit was tran- 
scendent, regardless of expense ; the cry for legal vengeance 
very great (on the part of Albert’s daughters chiefly), though 
in vain, or nearly so, in this world.^ 


Of Kaiser Henry VII. and the Luxemhirg Kaisers 

Of the othCT six Kaisers not Hapsburgers we axe bound to 
mention one, and dwell a little on his fortunes and those of 
the family he founded ; both Brandenburg and our Hohen- 
zollems coming to be much connected therewith, as time 
went on. This is Albert’s next successor, Henry Count of 
Luxemburg ; called among Kaisers Henry vii. He is founder, 
he alone among these Non-Hapsburgers, of a small intercalary 
line of Kaisers, ‘ the Luxemburg Line ’ ; who amount indeed 
only to Four, himself included ; and are not otherwise of 
much memorability, if we except himself ; though straggling 
about like welbrooted briers, in that favourable ground, they 
have accidentaJJy hooked themselves upon World-History in 
one or two points. By accident a somewhat noteworthy line, 
those Luxemburg Kaisers ; — a celebrated place, too, or name 
of a place, tlpit ^ LMwembovrg'' of theirs, with its French 
Marshals, grand Parisian Edifices, lending it new lustre : 
what, thinks the reader, is the meaning of Liizzenburg, 
Luxemburg, Luxembourg ? Merely LfiteZburg, wrong pro- 
nounced ; and ^t again is nothing but iittfeborough : such 
is the luck of names 

^ Kohler, p. 272. Itormayr, CKst^rrdcMscher Plutarch, oder tehn und Bild” 
nisse, etc. (tz B*^dciheii ; Wien, 1807,— a superior Book), i. 65. 
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Heinrich Graf von Lnxembtirg was, after some pause on 
the parricide of Albert, chosen Kaiser, ^ on account of his 
renowned valour,’ say the old Books, — and also, add the 
shrewder of them, because his Brother, Archbishop of Trier, 
was one of the Electors, and the Pope did not like either the 
Austrian or the French candidate then in the field. Chosen, 
at all events, he was, 27th November 1308 ; ^ clearly, and by 
much, the best Kaiser that could be had. A puissant soul, 
who might have done great things, had he lived. He settled 
feuds ; cut-oif oppressions from the Rekhstddte (Free Towns) ; 
had a will of just sort, and found or made a way for it. 
Bohemia lapsed to him, the old race of Kings having perished 
out, — ^the last of them far too suddenly ^ at Olmiitz,’ as we 
saw lately! Some opposition there was, but much more 
favour especially by the Bohemian People ; and the point, 
after some small ^ Siege of Prag ’ and the like, was definitely 
carried by the Kaiser. The now Burggraf of Niirnberg, 
Friedrich rv., son of Rudolfs friend, was present at this Siege 
of Prag ; ^ a Burggraf much attached to Kaiser Henry, as all 
good Germans were. But the Kaiser did not live. 

He went to Italy, our Burggraf of Niimberg and many 
more along with him, to pull the crooked Guelf-Ghibelline 
Facts and Avignon Pope a little straight, if possible ; and was 
vigorously doing it, when he died on a sudden ; ^ poisoned in 
sacramental wine,’ say the Germans ! One of the crowning 
summits of human scoundrelism, which painfully stick in the 
mind. It is certain he arrived well at Buonconvento near 
Sienna, on the 24th of September 1313, in full march 
towards the rebellious King of Naples, whom the Pope much 
countenanced. At Buonconvento, Kaiser Henry wished to 
enjoy the communion and a Dominican monk, whose dark 
rat-eyed look men afterwards bethought them of, administered 
it to him in both species (Council of Trent not yet quite 
prohibiting the liquid species, least of all to Kaisers, who are 
by theory a kind of ^Deacons to the Pope,’ or something 
^ Kohler, p. 274. 2 (Rentsch, p. 311). 



CHAP. IX. ] JOHANN KING OF BOHEMIA 12S 

t3l3) 

else ; — administered it in both species : that is certain, and 
also that on the morrow Henry was dead. The Dominicans 
endeavoured afterwards to deny; which, for the credit of 
human nature, one wishes they had done with effect.** But 
there was never any trial had; the denial was considered 
lame; and German History continues to shudder, in that 
passage, ahd assert. Poisoned in the wine of his sacrament : 
the Florentines, it is said, were at the bottom of it, and had 
hired the rat -eyed Dominican; — ‘O Italia, 0 Firenze V 
That is not the way to achieve Italian Liberty, or Obedience 
to God ; that is the way to confirm, as by frightful stygian 
oath, Italian Slavery, or continual Obedience, under varying 
forms, to the Other Party ! The voice of Dante, then alive 
among men, proclaims, sad and loving as a mother’s voice, and 
implacable as a voice of Doom, that you are wandering, and 
have wandered, in a terrible manner ! — 

Peter, the then Archbishop of Mainz, says there had not 
for hundreds of years such a death befallen the German 
Empire ; to which Kohler, one of the wisest modems, gives 
his assent : ‘ It could not enough be lamented,’ says he, ‘ that 
so vigilant a Kaiser, in the flower of his years, should have 
been tom from the world in so devilish a manner : who, if 
he had lived longer, might have done Teutschland unspeakable 
benefit.’ * 

Henry's Son Johann is King of Bohemia ; and Ludwig the 
Bavarian, with a Contested Election, is Kaiser 

Henry vxt., having thus perished suddenly, his Son Johsum, 
scarcely yet come of age, could not follow him as Kaiser, 
according to the Father’s thought; though in due time he 
prosecuted his advancement otherwise to good purpose, and 


» Voltttii*, BuaimrUs Metun, c. 67, § Henry vn. {(Euvres, xxi. 184). 

* K8M«f, p. a8l (Ptolomey of Lucca, himself a Dominican, is one of the 
ocfWffwij' spirits.: Muratori, 1 . ri. § Ptolonueus Luceusis, a.d, 1313). 

* Kdhier, pp> a&i*S* 
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proved a very stirring iimii m liu* Uy hi* i«lhir‘« 

appointment, to whom le* KiiiM’r lii> vh«iiiv IwJ 
was already King of Bolu'iiiia* strong in Hi* right himI in tin* 
favour of the natives; tiKUigh n tilidar <'■ Henry 

of tlie Tyrol, heideu-off Hy the late KaiM-r, w«m utill rttant ; 
whom, however, imil all other fwriH Jutiwm 
weather; growing up to lie n fnr sightiil •ioot-hi^wrtel mnn, 
and potent Bohemian King, wjiJely nnowinsl in hi» ilay. He 
hful a Son, anti then two flniiMlMina, who winrw «H«*rmivtiSy 
Kaisers, after a sort; nmkiiig tip the • I - ; luinr’ w» 

spoke of. He liid ( Vusmltm one nr morn, for lliw 
Bitters, in a shining manner : tiuH »it.H tim |i»mi of 


an eye; nay ultimately, by the aid of ipimrls neiiJwlii, with 
loss of both eyes. An ambitimw man. iint l« he tpielW by 
blindness; man with much n.-gnti.di.-t, in him; with m heavy 
stroke of fight too, ami lemjier iiotliing hiath at it ; id* which 
we shall see some gliinp.se hy anti by. 

The pity was, for the Hcich if not for him, Im ornty not 


himself become Kaiser. rerlui|M we had not tlmii wiwti 
Henry vin’s fine cnlrrpri.ses, like a fleet of hdr-biiilt *Ih|W, 
go mostly to planks again, on the waste sea* hml his Bon 
followed him. But tliero was, on tlii! eontiwy, • U-d 
election; Austi-k in again, ns usual, nial afpin wiisik 
T he late Kaiser’s Austrian rolupri: 5.'!. ‘EiMHeh the Fair, 
Duke of Austria,’ the parridtkd Allwrt's Son, wwi again tww 
of the parties. Against whom, with real bit not ipilte 
indisputable majority, stood Ludwig Ihike «f llacaria ; 
* Ludwig IV./ * Ludwig ifer (Utii ^ lliwt mil 

him among Kaisera. Contont nttmaidl with tbi nwial 
election ^penses; war- wreslh-, namely, between the oniiiiw 
till one threw the otlier. ni«t« wai mudh . uufr.. ,! wttwilliug 
rad throttling for seven yeam m mow (I;;!;. 

Nuroberg Burgpaf, bViedrich iv., bay with did 

the red majonty, though in a In^uid m.uuw r. .usdT* r, bwif 

Austrian Hafwlnifga also (hdiig tMr 
best, now under, now above, dohann King id* Ihihcinia ww 
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|>ll Llliiwig'^ ii% )I‘|. inui Itl'u|lir|% fiiir'rfkl/, 

Ilf lilt llir l^!rii»*r’s tlirir ittiiin‘nitt‘4 ilritiii'!ir.?»i 
iilirtt iliriiill tlirrr'K fill I'/Jrr lliiitlii'r* * filil. tif fi|nl4S^ IW 

IIIWl * lir'iiiiitili iigsiiliHt Liiiliiig, 

III Itir rigttili 1 4IU*’ II Figtil thut jiniVHl tin't>*tvr. 

1‘lgllt. Ill III! I!ir hui, f*Hfh N'Jilriiilirr l*i*i*i» ■ fitr 

tiiiwii ill liilw I iii’VimiJ iirhrrt* 

i5Wr Wfi.%, lUirrr llirr'r inH4'!i figlililig iiiiil IiiaI ; 

Frirtirirh »aAi rtiii»jiiriitm.nly tlii’rr. h wty giriit 
Ilitllitt, wit tilt* iilit tlimiH*' II»u-jrut\r, ill ii firw rrmirtltltf 

gi^itig liiiinil*^ iii-riiiiid «if if* !4Hhiig ffltlirr lirlil 
iiliiitf mirmiiril ; wiiiiiiillril iii»i lit ilir ! Iniirii/.iillrrij 

liiirggriif »ii4 Iw i^iir hr%v-. by ii iiiilili* liinl 

m!i©it I* I till itini by iitJirr^ 

riiijH-rirhr* *! lit ?»iir!i H'lirk, ijif-’ilrtrli thi5 Hrtj»4iiirgrr lirr 

ArAiifiri tliikr i»f Atr^lriii, iiint wIFfttvtw't » giilkiit 

ItiiiiitMiiiw tirrsilhwl iiirrr lunrlitil lury» tliry wiy , Iw 

kiiw tlifti ins llriithrr unit m% willi a 

fottiittiwil tii Itiiii frttiri lilt** Mriinljurfi t|tt«rlrr» niiit iiiiglit 
arritit any iiiniiivni ; but. tut nnilit rail H'liil, iilmisi 

I+ililwtg liliglii run ; In* ranlily ilnlrrittiftrtl In Lintwig 
'willwmt rriiifiirrmiiiiL tlnr rtiggitl fitnitl fifimtgti 

Ikritli# anti Jnlniiiitw vni$ Mnllrr nairli) will 
fiiliy fiiiy tlnit k ritri*»nii tliii lilg 

IMtIe : wii/iil fiiritiiw iu.v.-. hi ■, Hfiirryiiig; Itnw it * lniilisii im 
boiir*,'' liiiw tlin liliiiiiig Ilfiitilnisiiir ^'rir*!rirli »liiriii«i abiiiiii 
and atiiitif fifty willi lii# nan tnind/ *rii iii llib ii liiti 



ii|Miiii !il» rimf. Apttriitito and Frinlrirli itiinlitiMl tint il 
wm Ilrnllw^r Jiiii pittiiig eiti tlsa grwiiiitl ; and riidiwt 

fnrwtiti liiiiililj Ikiiilily fitw; and mw iloiilii| 

* Itemyt* iMtimmS^kisihr H* |i*|* 
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astonished when it plunged in upon them, sharp -edged, as 
Burggraf Eriedrich of Niirnberg, — and quite ruined Austrian 
Friedrich I Austrian Friedrich fought personally like a lion at 
bay; but it availed nothing. Rindsmaul (not lovely of lip, 
Cowmouth so-called) disarmed him: will not surrender 

except to a Prince 1 ’ — so Burggraf Friedrich was got to take 
surrender of him; and the Fight, and whole Controversy 
with it, was completely won.^ 

Poor Leopold, the Austrian Brother, did not arrive till the 


morrow ; and saw a sad sight, before flying off again. Fried- 
rich the Fair sat prisoner in the old Castle of Traussnitz 
(Ober Pfalz^ Upper Palatinate, or Niirnberg country) for three 
years; whittling sticks : — ^Tourists, if curious, can still procure 
specimens of them at the place, for a consideration. There 
sat Friedrich, Brother Leopold moving Heaven and Earth, — 
and in fact they said, the very Devil by art magic, ^ — to no 
purpose, to deliver him. And his poor Spanish Wife cried 
her eyes, too literally, out ^ — sight gone in sad fact. 

Ludwig the Bavarian reigned thenceforth, — ^though never 
on easy terms. How grateful to Friedrich of Niirnberg we 
need not say. For one thing he gave him all the Austrian 
Prisoners ; whom Friedrich, judiciously generous, dismissed 
without ransom except that they should be feudally subject 
to him henceforth. This is the third Hohenzollem whom we 
mark as a conspicuous acquirer in the Hohenzollem family, 
this Friedrich rv., builder of the second story of the House. 
If Conrad, original Burggraf, founded the House, then (figura- 
tively spiking) the able Friedrich in., who was Rudolf of 
Hapsburg s friend, built it one story high ; and here is a new 
Friednch, his Son, who has added a second story. It is 
astonishing, says Dryasdust, how many feudal superiorities the 
Anspach and Baireuth people still have in Austria ^they 


1 Jtd&m Mann dn Ey (One egg to every man), 

Dtmfrommm Schweppermann zwey (Two to the excellent Schweppemann) : 
Traton stm repeats this old rhyme, as the Kaiser’s Address to his Army, or his 
aptams. at sapper, after such a day’s work,-.in a conntiy already eaten 
tothehone. * Kdhie^/p. 288. 
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iiiiiinliyii i!it4r tiw'ii ! tHliviu! fur 

fiwiitillirM^ ill I tint ruiititry till witirh prumi! fruiii Uiih 

lliilllv i4* itiiitlu fought oil tlio2Hth of S'r|ilintilior 

liSiM : ' right vrnrn iifitn* iimmM*kimrn i wliilr cnir jHwir 
Kilwiint It, aiitl Eiigliiiiit with him wrro iit a wrllrr 

witJ'i llirir Sg«’iH'i’r'. iitiil titrir <tiivr4oiiH: right jriim lifirr 
tiiiil liiiir-iiiHt-lwriity Tlinl will 

chill! it for iviictn*^. 

Kiiinrr Liiilwig rcngiinl Miitm twriiiy-fw ymm litiircf'^ in ii 
hmy iiitti rwii hyt licit ti icum!itf*ful waj* Hr hiwl 

giioil wiiHlfiiib* Imi ; for IlriiiHlroliiirg, im wr dmW 

mi» Hr mmh fririwk ; twoii«41c*ci liiiiimtif In !ii» Broihrr 
Kur^lTiit^* mill junior \ur% ihm% trilling iuuicimisiirlv, niul 

witlt Ihr ilrlmlriiiilr |iihrii« la^lwriii lliriin hhiciiiirH, 

tcHif Ii« ttiiulit ; Jithiiitii ihr I /oHtMul nngrr. King of 

Biihi'inh'i., mt wlmt gniiiiici will Iw hihiii tiiiortlji who hrrniur at 
iii%t iiiviflrnitr to a liigli clrgrw* lint Ihm* waHoiir .r-Tiprmn/ly 
iort iitriiiiint in liin lot : a ihijat at Avignon to wlioin hr 
cotihl liy nil iitrlliiMi iiiiikr iiitiw4f iigiwiihtr* Fojn* who fiul 
Iiiin iitiibr Imii, not tong iiflrr Ihiil Miihltloif virtory; mul 
kitfit liiin Kt jnmr Iwiclwig liirn m hr iiiighh 

Liitiwigi Cirrtiiiiii iViiicw jitomi tnit to him; ctrrlnrrth in 
»l«tiit IMrK iliii linn to Im inrrr h|)riit ahoii of no 

ftviii! ill Btilitirn. Litilwig wriit vigori,iii?ily to llitly; 

triwt Mitlliig-iifi II Ihifaj of Im own ; Imi tlml iliil not iiniwrri 
nor Ilf rotwr triiil to ittnllify llm Ilolinrii^ iit 

111 filial Iwiilwig liiiil 'to mrry tlib rrosn on liiit tiiirki in a 
writiwiil iiiAiiiirr* iitl liw ilaya, 'rint Bo}Ht at hmt, tiiicliiig 
♦loltiOiii of lifilirriilii ill ii duly irritatiMl imriUiiiilrd liiin 
inlii »ttil"ig"4l|i iiii Anti fsAh -^r, Julutnn*A m*oiid ;iiii ii« Anti* 
Kfiiw*~wliO| tlioiigli of iittlo m^miltitf ninl mlird if/c|//rii- 
Ktiiier) by Iti© fiuhlirs might liiivo liroiight 
ii©w tiwibl«i l»ci tliii't liiitei* Wo slmll mm mtm iilliiiiiite 
g!iiti|wrii of it fmtlitr or. 

'* p* |i| I l%uih j 
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CHAPTER X 

BEANDENBUEG LAPSES TO THE KAISER 

Two years before the victory at Miihldorf, a bad chance 
befell in Brandenburg : the Ascanier Line of Markgraves or 
Electors ended. Magniloquent Otto with the Arrow, Otto the 
Short, Hermann the Tall, all the Ottos, Hermanns and others, 
died by course of nature ; nephew Waldemar himself, a stir- 
ring man, died prematurely (a.d. 1319), and left only a young 
cousin for successor, who died few months after the Line of 
Albert the Bear went out in Brandenburg. They had lasted 
there about Two-hundred years. They had not been, in late 
times, the successfulest Markgraves ; territories much split-up 
among younger sons, joint Markgraves reigning, which seldom 
answers; yet to the last they always made stout fight for 
themselves ; walked the stage in a high manner ; and surely 
might be said to quit it creditably, leaving such a Branden- 
burg behind them, chiefly of their making, during the Two 
Centuries that had been given them before the night came. 

There were plenty of Ascanier Cousins still extant in those 
parts, Saxon dignitaries, Anhalt dignitaries, lineal descendants 
of Albert the Bear ; to some of whom, in usual times, Albert’s 
inheritance would naturally have been granted. But the times 
wer^ of battle, uncertainty, contested election : and the 
^earners, I perceive, had rather taken Friedrich of Austria’s 
side, which proved the losing one. Kaiser Ludwig der Bakr 
would appoint none of these ; Anti-Kaiser Friedrich’s appoint- 
ments, if he made any, could be only nominal, in those distant 
Northern parts. Ludwig, after his victory of Muhldorf, pre- 
feed to consider the Electorate of Brandenburg as lapsed, 
l:^g vacant, ungoverned these three years; and now become 
the Kaiser’s again, Kaiser, in consequence, gave it to his Son ; 
nAose name also is Ludwig : the date of the Investiture is 
* Septober (FauH i. 391). MichacHs, i. 860-277. 
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must have had; little dn-ninitiji that it wiw intriusimlly for a 
ffmiuhon of hi« own, and long Unt* of ;';r;ou!si)iis. I'lie iwntK* of 
this temporary Staltlmilter, tlie first llohenzolk-rn who had ever 
the least concent with Hrandfiihorg, is Knrg'jnif Johann a., 
eldest Son of onr disiinguishwl Miihldorf frientl Friwlrich jv.; 
and Grandfather (through another Friodruh) of Ihsrggraf 
I'Viedrich vi., which last gotilh uum. m wilt Ije seen, did 
douhllm reap the sowings, good and had, of all manner of 
men in Braudenhurg. 'I'he winie Johaim u. it was who ptir- 
ehaswl PlasHcnbnrg Owtl© and Territ«}ry (cheap, ftjr money 
down), where the Family afterwards hml its chief residence. 
J lof, Town and Territory, had fallen to hi* Father in those 
parts; a gift of gratitude fnnn Kaiser I,udwig nuist of the 
Voigtland is now Hohcnzoilcra. 

Kaiser laidwig the Bavarian left his sons KIccton* of 
Braudenhurg Rltwtors, now iMs-omes the com- 

moner term for so important a Country ; — Kha-tors not in easy 
circumstances. But no son of his snccmhal Ludwig ns Kaiwir, 
— successor in the Heich wiw that Ffaflcn- Kaiser, Johann of 
Bohemia’s son, a Luxcmhnrgi r once more. No son of 
laidwig’s; nor did any deswtHhmt,- -exci'pt, after four hun- 
dre<i years, that unfortunate Kaiser Karl vn,, in Maria 
IKorcsa’s time. He was a descendant. Of whom we sliall 
hear more tlian enough. Tlie nnluckiest of all Kaiscin, tlmt 
Karl vn. ; less a Sovereign Kaiser than a hone tlirewn into 
the ring for certain royal d«^ Ixjuis xv., Gcmrge it. and 
olhow, to worry about ;■ — watch-dogs of the gods ; apt some- 
times to run into hunting irwt^ of warding.— W® will say 
nothing more of tadwig the Baier, or hi* |}wterity, at pre- 
sent. we will glmnce acrow to Pr<ni.aseti, arid mse, for one 
moment, what the Tcutsch Hitters are doing in H»eir new 
Century. It is tlie y«air 1880} Joliams lu at N'iirnls rg, as 
yet only wming to he Burggraf, by no in»n* yet administer- 
ing in Brandenhuig ; and laidiwig Junior Mven yean old in 
his new dignity there. 
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*^Thc 'I'eutMt’Ii lliltow, after infinite Imvail, have anlxlnwl 
leathen FreusHen ; <'«5t>nints<i the mintry with imiustriouB 
Sennan iintnii^ranlB ; Irnnked the Weit’hHel and the Nogat, 
tulKiuing their tiuagndres into niemUw.s, and titeir waate 
itreatuH into «iw{> Nlilji eoursi-a. Towns are hnilt, Kiinigsljerg 
‘Xinff Oltocar’s /wen), 'I'iKW'M (Tiionu €Ut/ of the Gates), witii 
t)nu>y others : so that the wilti jH>}nilation aiui the tame now 
lived tolemhly togetJier, umh-r (Jospel and liibeck Ijiw; and 
dl wjw pltnighing nn<i triwliug, mad a rich country ; wliich had 
inarlu the IVutseh Hitters rich, luni victoriously at tlieir ease 
in conij)ari:.iMi. But along with riches and the ease of victory, 
the common Iwl conswiucnws had ensued. Ritters given up 
to luxuries, to secular ambitions ; Ritters no longer chid in 
Mjstere mail and prayer ; Rittem given up to wantonncas of 
mind and conduct ; solcnmly vowing, and quietly not doing ; 
without remarso or amsciousnoMi of wrong, daily eating for- 
bidden fruit; Billcni swidling more and mows into tl»e 
fatted ox conilition, for whom there is hut one doom. 
How far they had carried it, here is one symptom tiiat 
may tench us. 

In the year 1880. one VVensor von Orscln was Grandmaster 
of these ifcttent. The (Immlmaster, who is still usually the 
best man they can gtd, and who by tlicoiy is sacred to them 
as a Grand-lama or Fop© among Cordinal-Ijimaa, or as an 
Ahbot to his Monks, Gmndmastear Werner, we say, had lain 
down in Mfuit nhurg one afternoon of this year 1S.80, to take 
his siesta, and waa divmulng pwoeably after a moderate repast, 
when a certain devil-ridtlcn. mortal, Johann von Endorf, one of 
his Eitteia, long grombSing about severity, want of promotion 
and die like, roshtd in u|K«t the good old man; ran him 
through, dead for a ducat and consummated a jiarrhUk 
at which the vwy cross on one’s white cloak shudders ! Parri- 
cide ironic, a great d«l, Rian that at the Ford of Reu»» upon 
one tycd Albert 

We Imve the aluiddering Ritters to settle it, sternly 

* ¥c»lgt, iv. 474, aS*- 
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vengeful; whom, for a monieiit, it l»w stnu'k iiw.-ikf to 

some sense of the very quest itmahlc coiulitioii they an? getting 
into. 


CHAPTEE XI 

BAVAKIAN KllKKiniST.S IN 15H.V N'1)KNIH'H<J 

Youns Ludwig Kurfurst of Br.m.ltnt)arg, Kaiwr Ludwig’s 
eldest son, having come of yeaw, the l\itor» or Statthalters 
went home, — not wanted except in of abwnoe 

henceforth ; — and the young mim emkavoumi to man«|Ee on 
his own str^igth. His success was but indifferent ; lie held 
on, however, for a sjiace of twenty yrnrs, better or wow®, 
‘ He helped King Edward m. at the 8i^ of L’ambmy (a.d. 
13S9) ’ ; ^ whose French politics were often comitt fid witli the 
Kaiser’s: it is certain, Kurfdnit laidwig * served pi-r.imHlly 
with 600 horse’ (on good iiaymcnl. I cnm-lndi ) « at that Siig;e 
of Cambray ’ ; — and proliablv saw Umj actual Black IMnoe, and 
sometimes dined with him, as English reader* mn inline. 
In Brandenburg he had many check* and difficult prt^:^agl^s, 
but was never quite beaten out, which it wu Msy to have 
been. 

A man of some ability, as w« tmi fatlier, tbou^ not of 
enough, he played his game with ivfwdtdioti, not without 
skill; but trom tihe first the cards wwo ai^nst bini. HI* 
Father's affairs gdmg mostly B1 wore no help to bis, which of 
themselves wmst not well. Hi® Bt uidi sdiiug. i mindfhi of 
their old Ascanimr sovereigns, w«e ill-aibetwt to laiiiwig and 
the new Bavarian wjrt, Hbe Anhdit roudnry jdinmied 
irrecondlablo ; wme nevmr M!% digging pitfalls, raising 
troubles, Rom them amd oth» Kurrur«.t Ludwig iiad 
troubles enough; whldb were fronted by him mlly not 
amiss; which w® wholly, or all but wholly, omit in tbti 
bIm#* ' 


^ |lldb«t% I* •!§» 
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A Resmciiated Ascanier ; the False Waldemar 

The wickedest and worst trouble of their raising was that 
of the resuscitated Waldemar (a-d. 1346) : ‘False Waldemar,’ 
as he is now called in Brandenburg Books. Waldemar was 
the last, or as good as the last, of the Ascanier Markgraves ; 
and he, two years before Ludwig ever saw those countries, 
died in his bed, twenty-five good years ago ; and was buried, 
and seemingly ended. But no ; after twenty-five years, 
Waldemar reappears ; ‘ Not buried or dead, only sham-buried, 
sham-dead ; have been in the Holy Land all this while, doing 
pilgrimage and penance; and am come to claim my own 
again, — ^which strangers are much misusing ! ’ ^ 

Perkin Warbeck, PosUviortem Richard in, Dimitri of 
Russia, Martin Guerre of the Carnes CSUbres : it is a common 
story in the world, and needs no commentary now Post- 
mortem Waldemar, it is said, was a Miller’s Man, ‘ of the 
name of Jakob Rehback ’ ; who used to be about the real 
Waldemar in a menial capacity, and had some resemblance to 
him. He showed signets, recounted experiences, which had 
belonged to the real Waldemar. Many believed in his pre- 
tension, and took arms to assert it ; the Reich being in much 
internal battle at the time; poor Kaiser Ludwig, with his 
Avignon Popes and angry Kings Johann, wading in deep 
waters. Especially the disaffected Cousinry, or Princes of 
Anhalt, believed and battled for Post-mortem Waldemar; 
who were thought to have got him up from the first. Kur- 
flirst Ludwig had four or five most sad years with him ; — - 
all the worse when the Pfaffm-Kakmr (Bang Johann’s son) 
came on the stage, in the course of them (a-d. 1846), and 
Kaiser Lddwig, yielding not indeed to him, but to Death, 
vanished i&om it two years after leaving Kurfurst Ludwig 
tO' hia''bwn-'ShiltS'^^^^^ the PfaJfem-Eaiser. Whom he could 
not now hinder from succeeding to the Rdeh. He tried 

* Micbaelis, i. 279. 

® Elected, 1314; Mtthldorf, und Election 1322; died, 13471 age 6a 
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himh net Hp, 111* miii othew, ini Anti KaistT {(fiint/iir'nf 
mfhn'ttrixbur^, ti'iiiiKimry Anti-KfiisiT, tthimi l‘;«i^li.sh muU>rH 
cwi forgi't again): he buntW, tmllliii, up and 

down ; and ran iutus^, at one linit*, to I’rfii.sst'u to tlu* 'i'eutsch 
Kilim,- 'jm'MHiiifdih to iairrow money : Jnif il all would not 
do. The Pfatfen- Kaiser earned it, in Uie Diet and out of the 
Diet- Karl iv. hy title; a sorry emnigh Kaiser, and by nature 
jm enemy of Ludwigs. 

It wiw ill this whirl of intrieate niisveniurea that Kurffinit 
I.udw'ig had to deid witli his Fat e Waldemar, conjured from 
the dw‘{m upon him. like a new gohiiti, where aheady there 
wm* plenty, in the dance round poor laid wig. Of which 
iiccirly iiieictrieahle goldin-daiiee ; thmilening Hmmleidmrg, 
for one tiling, with aniiihilation, and yet leiuling Braudenhiirg 
aWniaely towanin new tjirfh and higher ilentiiiieH,-. how will 
it be jxawihle |witlunit misitig new ghosta, in a fieuw) to give 
rwdors any inteiligihle notion ?—llfre, jlii keriiig on the etlge 
of conflagration after duty tlone, is a poor Note which iK'diaps 
the reittler l»wl Indler, at tlie risk of »u|)ci'lluitys atilt in part 
take along with him ; 

«K»i*w Henry v»., wt'o dW «f saersmenta! wine, Mrst of Urn huaam* 
hurK K*dsfiri, left Jnliaim still a hoy «f ftftiwii, wtn* erndtl not itmniie 
tJw, of them, fmt did to tlm» jiroiluro tlio Hocond, who agaia 
produced the lldrd and Finirlh. 

*Jtihiumw«» alrendy King of ttohemUj the imjMirlmil ymmg gentta. 
man, tHto*'**''* |{r«*d«m whom »« mm “mitrder**d at Hhniit* none yet 
knows Ity whom," had toft tliat throne vaeant, and it topneit to the KaUiw } 
who, th« Nation also favouring, duly put to hia aott dwhonn. There waa 
a competitor, *’ Ihiko of the Tyrol," who claimed on loose grounds; 
“My wife*** ^*”*t of the young murdered King," wild he; •* where- 
— Kaiwr, and .Miaiin after W», rehutteil this competitor j hut 
he long gave aome troutde, having gMt wealth and mmaa. He pro* 
duod a Itougbter, .Marpret lleirMi of the Tyrol,— with a terrihto mu(k 
lo her tm, and none of the ganttoat hearta to her hodys— that wae 
p^hapa hla pdnctpal feat to toe world. He died tdftl ; had atyled 
« King of liohenito * for twenty yearn,— ever aJnea 1308 {-"hat to 
toe toat to* y*®** ***• *t up, «id ceaaed from towuhUnf, 

to a totauhfttl agreement with doiuuut* 
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»u«uH‘ly, wwlUiul hi* M»n to Ifti* fiwmjiptitorV fmi’ 

ItoKiitor wit!» iHwilh (V«r 13581) i In tltl* niwitii'r •!» HtAwinia 
«iitl tlm 'ryf**! ‘''*'**'* togntiirr in my WikhI «idl in yuum, »ml ImUi «f' »» iii>* 
mink ini‘« ?” t*‘» tww «'ittttr«rUnK piurtlwi.— A!m. >in : iim 

Dukp, fi»tin*r nf t>»« MrUto, diwl nmm® tww yo^w wttor, pruhnWy wUit 
dimlfiitihiNl hiij»Wi »f It ; *m! Kin«; Mnwin Hve4 to im tli» hoinp 

tlifiinjilly «U<iu*tlln»r. Ilmrw ram# nit ehiWwn, ewm* iii> -4»i fort 
Miirgiiri't, iitii'f f» ilown yrarn *»f wwllnrk, In : mt i jn-mii’.f .ni. , 

broko it ftf a* If l*y rii»l..Hioii ; ttmk hftrwiif and her Tyrol lrr«vwi»lily 
ovi'f to KRiurr I.tniwift, tittlto away from Kln^ Johann,- who, hi* hop* 
of thal’yrol onjdrinK la *«ch diamal maimer, waa thenoeforth tli* Wttor 
enemy of l*u<lwi|E ami what held of him/ 

Tyrol I 'iitlu tciii wfw Jn 184S, Aw! now, kwjnng tlipsto 
jinliminm v tiiitw anti fnitlin«t in iiilnt!, we ahaJ! tiitiii*r»l«ii»l 
the l)ig«mouUj«l Imltcr, awl tl»e of }u?r in 

tlje world. 


.Uiif^-'arrt with iki Pmu-h-rntmth 

What [iru«t l|tiny mimd tiiia tinnre of the devila rnttitti |KK»r 
Ltitlwig, I itf, wfta a maritnof he hail itiaih', Ihnte yeoto 
lK‘ft>re Wnltli’itiar omoty,. t! ; of whitsb, were it only for ilm «»ihe 
(if the Mridfa name, »«ine mention la pmniiwible. Margun l 
of Ihe 'ryrol, nminutHty cmUediy by eontemjRMarie* and |Hj ,t rity. 
Muuihm'hr (.\ltntth|Mike, Bocket-inouUi), »he waa tl»e hriilf : 
man'Uigo doiui at Inir.pni* K, IS4S, under furlherMit* of fatlwr 
Ludwig the Kaiser -such a nioutb m w« «iii ftncy, ami « 
chamtitT <.in<?>i«»ml!n;; to it. 'I’bis, which swnfd tt» the 
two Ludwigs A vei^f eotajueat of Uie guhlt u flr* ic under eon* 
ditions, jirovwl the In 'dttuing of their worst days to IsoUi of 
them. 

Not a lovely hride at ail| this MattltMclM { wito ts vrrging 
now towania mtddb life witlta!, wnd Imw had mough to met* 
her in the world. Waa idiwudy nimWi thirt*«« years «g« ; 
not wisely nor by any main too weli A twrible dri^n »»f 
a woman. Hm been lit iuuiwImi doiwMtie quaimis i in war* 
and aitgoi with rebellioua WMMli t cla^ you an bwa cap on 
her ht^y and takoi toe ftthi wh^n need is ; toiio'ua 'too>bw of 


1 il<> 1’ H E H ( H I E N Z <J L L K U N S f »< ,< « n. 

Iht; 'ryral Uul him h«s iiniitciihc jKWM»ftioiw, if wniitingln 
I'fiimic cliitnijs. Him mint* by nititimrs from tfuit, Ihikc of 
Momii whom wo hhw gft lus timth (for in tin* Pliuinen- 

Inifg n himtimi yrnra iigo.* Oor uinvstor wjw Iluhhuutl to an 
Aunt of that homichifti Dnkt* : from him, jtrincijmUy from 
him, «h<! iniuTita the 'IVrol, Earintiiia, Htyria ; is lierholf an 
only child, the hist of a line: hugcnt lIcirtM now going. So 
that, in Kpitt' of the mouth ami htunoitr, niie iiiw not wnnhtl 
for wooers, - e.*4j)eciallj pnitient Falhent wooing iter for their 

MOHH. 

In her Father’H lifetime, .lohium King of Iloitemia, always 
awake to such symptoitiH of titings, ami having very {lecuiiar 
iulerchtH in IhiM caw, «>urt«i ami gtil Iter for hi* (Irown. 
Frinee (as we just saw), a yoiitlt of great otithatks, onllmika 
towards Kaisemhip itself jmriiap ; to whom she was wwhktl, 
thirteen years ago, ami tluly Imtughl the 'Fyn)! for Heritage j 
but with the worst rt'sull*. Ilerilage, namely, ctmlii not be 
Imd witliont strife with Austria, which likewise hnti claims. 
Far worse, tlie marriage itself went awry : Joiiann’s Crown- 
Prince was ‘a sofl-natimal Herr,’ say the Ihmk* ; wJty bring 
your big shc-bear into a jaatr clwr’s tk*n ? Kncmgb, the miur- 
riaga came to nothing, except to huge limwling* far enough 
away from ua s and Margaret Pouch mouth iias now divorced 
her Bohemian Crown- Prince a* a Nuilityi «id again wwls, on 
similar terms, Kaiser iaidwig'a son, our Brandenburg Kurfl'irat, 
.—who hofie* i»«»ibly that he now may suowesl m Kaiwr, on 
the strengUi of hi* Father wsd of the Tyrol. Which tuniwi 
out far otherwise. 

Thti marriagi* was done in the Church of Innsjinick, lOft 
February 134JS5 (for w« love to be jjurtieular), ‘ Kaiser Ludwig,’ 
happy man, ‘and many I’rinosa of the Empire, looking on ’| 
little thinking what a coil it would prom » At tli« high altar 
she *tript-ofr h«r veil ’ (aymbol of wifehocal or widowhood), 
*«ad put on ft>f«A’"^»"«»'*(«9*»denVgarl«idV symboliadly 
testl^ng how happy Ludwig junior atlU was. They Iwl a 

* immf p* i§|* 


CHAP. XI.] BAVARIAN KtJRFURSTS 1^7 
*345] 

son by and by ; but their course otherwise, and indeed this- 
wise too, was much chequered. 

King Johann, seeing the Tyrol gone in this manner, gloomed 
terribly upon his Crown-Prince ; flung him aside as a Nullity, 
‘ Go to Moravia, out of sight, on an apanage, you ; be Crown- 
Prince no longer!’ — ^And took to fighting Kaiser Ludwig; 
coUeagued diligently with the hostile Pope, with the King of 
Prance ; intrigued and coUeagued far and wide ; swearing by 
every method everlasting enmity to Kaiser Ludwig ; and set- 
up Ids son Karl as Pfaffen-Kaiser. Nay, perhaps he was at 
the bottom of Post-obit Waldemar too. In brief, he raised, he 
xnainly, this devils’-dance, in which, Kaiser Ludwig having 
died, poor Kurfurst Ludwig, with Maultasche hanging on him, 
is sometimes near his wits’ end. 

Johann’s poor Crown-Prince, finding matters take this turn, 
retired into MBiren (Moravia) as bidden; ^Margrave of 
Mahren’ ; and peaceably adjusted himself to his character of 
Nullity and to the loss of Maultasche ; — chose, for the rest, a 
new Princess in wedlock, with more moderate dimensions of 
mouth; and did produce sons and daughters on a fresh score. 
Produced, among others, one Jobst, his successor in the apanage 
or Margrafdom ; who, as Johst, or Jodocus, of Mahren^ made 
some noise for himself in the next generation, and will tum-up 
again in reference to Brandenburg in this History. 

As for Margaret Pouch-mouth, she, with her new Husband 
as with her old, continued to have troubles, pretty much as 
the sparks fly upwards. She had fierce siegings after this, and 
explosive procedures, — ^little short of Monk Schwartz, who was 
just inventing gunpowder at the time. We cannot hope she 
lived in Elysian harmony with Kurfurst Ludwig ; — ^the reverse, 
in fact; and oftenest with the whole breadth of Germany 
between them, he in Brandenburg, she in the Tyrol. Nor did 
Ludwig j unior ever come to be Kaiser, as his Father and she 
had hoped; on the contrary, King Johann of Bohemia’s people, 
— ^it Was they that next got the Kaisership and kept it; a 
new provocfittion to Manltasche. 
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Ludwig and she had a son, as we said ; Prince of the Tyrol 
and appendages, titular Margraf of Mahren and much else, by 
nature : but alas, he died about ten ; a precocious boy, -fancy 
the wild weeping of a maternal She-bear ! And the bather 
had already died a malicious world whispering that perhaps 
she poisoned them both. The proud woman, now old too, 
pursed her big coarse lips together at such a rumour, 
and her big coarse soul, — ^in a gloomy scorn appealing 
beyond the world ; in a sorrow that the world knew not of* 
She solemnly settled her Tyrol and appendages upon the 
Austrian Archdukes, who were children of her Mothers Sister ; 
whom she even installed into the actual governtnent, to make 
matters surer. This done, she retired to Vienna, on a pension 
from them, there to meditate and pray a little, before Death 
came ; as it did now in a short year or two. Tyrol and the 
appendages continue with Austria from that hour to this, 
Margaret’s little boy having died. 

Margaret of the Pouch-mouth, rugged dragoon-major of a 
woman, with occasional steel cap on her head, and capable of 
swearing terribly in Flanders or elsewhere, remains in some 
measure memorable to me. Compared with Pompadour, 
Duchess of Cleveland, of Kendal and other high-rouged 
unfortunate-females, whom it is not proper to speak of with- 
out necessity, though it is often done, — Maultascha rises to the 
rank of Historical. She brought the Tyrol and appendages 
permanently to Austria; was near leading Brand<mbui*g to 
annihilation, raising such a goblin-dance round Ludwig and 
it, yet did abstrusely lead Brandenburg towards a f«r other 
goal, which likewise has proved permanent for it 

1 In 1361, died Kurfiirst Ludwig ; 1363, the Boy ; 1366, Mwltedbi hemE 
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CHAPTER XII 

BRANDENBURa IN KAISER KARL’s TIME; END OF 
THE BAVARIAN KTJRFURSTS 

Kaiser Ludwig died in 1347, while the False Waldemar 
was still busy. We saw Karl iv., Johann of Bohemia’s second 
son, come to the Kaisership thereupon, Johann’s eldest Nullity 
being omitted. This Fourth Karl, — other three Karls are of 
the Charlemagne set, Karl the Bald, the Fat, and suchlike, and 
lie under our horizon, while Charles Fyfth is of a still other set, 
and known to everybody, — ^this Karl iv. is the Kaiser who 
discovered the Well of Kcurlshad (Bath of Karl), known to 
Tourists of this day ; and made the Golden Bull^ which I forbid 
all Englishmen to take for an agricultural Prize Animal, the 
thing being far other, as is known to several. 

There is little farther to be said of Karl ia Reichs-History. 
An unesteemed creature ; who strove to make his time peace- 
able in this world, by giving from the Holy Roman Empire 
with both hands to every bull-beggar, or ready-payer who 
applied. Sad sign what the Roman Empire had come and 
was coming to. The Kaiser’s shield, set up aloft in the 
Roncalic Plain in Barbarossa’s time, intimated, and in earnest 
too, ^ Ho, every one that has suffered wrong 1 ’—intimates now, 
‘ Ho, every one that can bully me, or has money in his pocket ! ’ 
Unadmiring posterity has confirmed the nickname of this 
Karl IV.; and calls him PfmffmnKamr. He kept mainly at 
Prag, ready for receipt of cash, and holding well out of harm’s 
way. In younger years he had been much about the French 
Court ; in Italy he had suffered troubles, almost assassinations ; 
much blown to and fro, poor light Wretch, on the chaotic 
winds of his Time, — steering towards no star. 

Johann, King of Bohemia, did not live to see Karl an 
acknowledged Kaiser. Old Johann, blind for some time back. 
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had ponslicd two vears Ih foj'c Uiai ; la'quradilno* a 

Heraldic Svnihul io the World's Ilisiorv atu). i<> Miifd'i^id s, if 
nothin<r more. l\)i)r man, he hati em-adrd in IVrus.scai in a 
brilliatii; maiim'ts fond of hiddiru^. H(‘ wnin*; Silr.sia, 

gradually by pun^liaso and (adrc'aty (/vv//o nr /evv*. ), from the 
Polish King;' jt)ined ti firndy hi Ihds'mia and Hermanv, ■ . 
unconseionsly wailing ft>r whai hi;'her di*.s{lriies Silosia, might, 
liave. For IMaultaselu* and iht‘ 'Tyrol ht* hroughl sa<i wotss on 
Urandenbtirg ; and yet: was unetmsriourvly h-uiing Praiidenhurg, 
by abstruse^ e<)urst‘s, wliiilua* it had to go. A rrsfless, o.sleu- 
latious, far-gra.sj)ing, strong' handed nniTi ; who k<‘p| the w'orld 
in a stir whenwea* lie w‘as. All wliieh has provt-tl xoirrless in 
Uie WorhTs nuanoiy; whihr tlu'ea -ual Shatlow of a T'eatlua’ h(‘ 
once wore has prob’d \ueai there. Worlil s meuiory is very 
whimsical now and tluau 

Iking much iinpIieattHl with tlie King of l‘'rane<\ who with 
the Pope was his eiiu‘f stay in the^^e tlnal Anti- Ludwig opera- 
tions, rfohann, in lo4(h Pfaflen-Kaist r Karl just st‘l on foot, 
- had led his chivulrv into TVune(\ to h<*lp ngfiinst the iCuglish 
Kdw^anis, wjio were tlam very intrusive (hens .Johanu was 
bliml, but he had good i<leas in war. At- the Battle of Crecy, 
i34th August IB ldi, he advised we know not wliut ; )nit he 
actually fought, though stone4)Iimi. ‘'Tied ids bridle {<> that: 
of the Knight m‘xt him ; ami charged in,‘ Hke an okl blind 
war-horse kindling madly at tlie souml of the trumjiet; aiul 
w;us there, hy some lOnglish lanee or yew, laid low. 'liny 
iound him on that field of carnage (field of Inmuur, ttm, in a 
sort); his old hlind face looking, very blindly, to the stars ; on 
his shi(*ld was blu/mual a Plume of thri’e ledrieh featluiA with 
‘ Ick dmi (I serve) ^ written undtT : with whieh mnbh'in <*vfa‘y 
English r<jad(?r is familiar ever since ! 'This Editor UimstdL in 
very tender years, lujliccti it on the Britiinnic .Majesty s war- 
drums; and had to inijuirti of (diihlren of a larger growth 
wliat the m(*aniiig might bi% 

That is all I hml io Mty of King Johann and ins ‘ iih dkiC 
* * 3 * 7 '' 4 * (Kubter^ p. 30 s). 
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of th« 1,11 .. tiitiai Knin^rs {four in ntimlHT, !.w» mnw t»f Kurl 
Ktill to om'pt hUn of U»« rn’mitH aOil wjnr, witk 

‘ dicti ' for woi, jnwHl for iittlo ; miitl no tiieiuory 

from numkiiHl osw}**, a* Ui«y imty «tk:k, not eiwily 
to Ute lt!sl«>ry of snibliT men : of Uions iiJ»o I cuuhl witih to 
bo tml lotwi. not. MuMint Iriuit itxpljuH how Ua-yitnnje 

in, m ‘ iiiliur;; Knrfur^to * in ; itml l«ow Umy 

wont out, h'ltving !hiu»!« nliiiv|j not annihilutid, but vory 
»mr it 


f,ml qf lirmmMrit Wtdikmar ; Wnrfilrxt fAtdndff nftb out 


Wnliknnttr t»ing atill busy in Brimdonlturg, it 
WM tuitumS for Knisw Karl to liiidi httn •'•■nuiiH*. anti ktt}j>-up 
that goi'Hii (t our rtHjmi pwr KurTurst latdwig, tJIto Into 
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and that devils’-dance, which had raged five years and more 
round Ludwig, was fairly got laid or lulled again. 

Imaginary Waldemar, after some farther ineffectual wrig- 
glings, retired altogether into private life, at the Court of 
Dessau; and happily died before long. Died at the Cotirt 
of Dessau; the Anhalt Cousins treating him to the last as 
Head Representative of Albert the Bear, and real Prince 
Waldemar ; for which they had their reasons. Portraits of 
this False Waldemar still turn-up in the German Print- 
shops ; ^ and represent a very absurd fellow, much muffled in 
drapery, mouth partially open, eyes wholly and widely so, — 
never yet recovered from his astonishment at himself and 
thin gs in general ! How it fared with poor Brandenburg, in 
these chaotic throttlings and vicissitudes, under the Bavarian 
Kurfiirsts, we can too well imagine; and that is little to 
what lies ahead for it. 

However, in that same year 1349, temporary quietus having 
come, Kurfurst Ludwig, weary of the matter, gave it over 
to his Brother: ‘Have not I an opulent Maultasche, Gorgon- 
Wife, susceptible to kindness, in the Tyol ; have not I in 
the Reich elsewhere resources, appliances ? ’ thought Kurfiirst 
Ludwig. And gave the thing over to his next Brother. 
Brother whose name also is Ludwig (as their Fathers also had 
been, three Ludwigs at once, for our dear Germans shine in 

nomenclature) : ‘ Ludwig the Roman this new one ; the 

dder Brother, our acquaintance, being Ludwig simply, dis- 
tinguishable too as Kwrfurst Ludwig, or even as Ludwig 
Senior at this stage of the affair. Kurfurst Ludwig, there- 
foj^ Year 1349, washes his hands of Brandenburg while the 
quietus lasts ; retaining only the Electorship and Title ; and 
goes his ways, resolving to take his ease in Bavaria and the 
thenceforth. How it faxed with him there, with his 
lovii^ Gorgon and him, we will not ask farther. They had 
alwkys separate houses to fly to, in case of extremity ! They 


GcniSldi, ii. 29), a sorry Compilation, above referred 
to, without value except for the old Excerpts, etc., there Is a Copy of it. 
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held only better or worse, twelve years more; and Lndwig 
left his little Boy still surviving him, in 1361. 


Second^ and then Third and last^ of the Bavarian Kurfwrsts 
in Brandenbwrg 

In Brandenburg, the new Markgraf Ludwig, who we say is 
called ^the Roman’* (Ludwig der J?owr, having been in Rome) 
to distinguish him, continued warring vdth the Anarchies, 
fifteen years in a rather tough manner, without much victory 
on either side ; — made his peace with Kaiser Karl however, 
delivering-up the Reichs-Insignia ; and tried to put down the 
domestic Robbers, who had got on foot, ^ many of them per- 
sons of quality’;^ — ^till he also died, childless, a.d. 1365; 
having been Kurfiirst too, since his Brother’s death, for some 
four years. 

Whereupon Brandenburg, Electorship and all Titles with 
it, came to Otto, third son of Kaiser Ludwig, who is happily 
the last of these Bavarian Electors. They were an unlucky 
set of Sovereigns, not hitherto without desert ; and the un- 
lucky Country suffered much under them. By far the 
unluckiest, and by far the worst, was this Otto ; a dissolute, 
drinking, entirely worthless Herr; under whom, for eight 
years, confusion went worse confounded; as if plain Chaos 
were coming ; and Brandenburg and Otto grew tired of each 
other to the last degree. 

In which state of matters, a.d. 1373, Kaiser Karl offered 
Otto a trifle of ready-money to take himself away. Otto 
accepted greedily; sold his Electorate and big Mark of Bran- 
denburg to Kaiser Karl for an old song, — £00,000 thalers 
(about 80,OOOZ., and only half of it ever paid) ; ^ — withdrew 
to his Schloss of Wolfstein in Bavaria ; and there^ On the 
strength of that or other sums, * rolled deep as possible in 
every sort of debauchery.’ And so in few years puddled him- 
self to death; fouly set of Kurfursts. 

^ Michaelis, L 282; * ^ ^^ 3 * 
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They hwl lastcti fifty year*} wiU» wwlltwi trouhle to the 
Covratry and to theiwuelves ; «jd witli iudi tautual profit 
as m have seen. 


CHAPTER Xin 


I H yfti I It 11 ICi 


I Imil If Mil lf\s tf 




If Bmmlcnhurg suffemi much under the Ravarian Kuin 
fUrsts for fifty yisara, it was won«, ami approaelwal to the 
state of worst, under the lanceinburgeiii, who laated for some 
Forty more. Ninety y«OT of awirdiy in all ; which at leng:th 
brought it to ^feat need of help from fire Fatal 1"— 

Karl iv. made his didwt Boy Wmtiel, still only aboot twdioo^ 
Elector of Bmndenbaig;* Wenjeel shall l» Kdser and King 
of Bohemia, one day, Kturi )— whldh aotoally eamei to 

pass, and little to Wenzel's {Hrafih by and by. In tlm nmua 
while Kiur! accompanied Mm to Brat^ibufg i wbidh country 
Karl liked much at the mcmey, and IndMd meet altar, in his 
old days, he seemed rather to busy Mmixtlf with it. He 

iiAftAmlilMl ftfirtia I# iwiM mmmi mi:#* 
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not but be futile 1 In five-years time be died ; ^ and doubt- 
less was regretted in Brandenburg and even in the Reich, in 
comparison with what came next. 

In Brandenburg he left, instead of one indifferent or even 
bad governor steadily tied to the place and in earnest to 
make the best of it, a fluctuating series of governors holding 
loose, and not in earnest ; which was infinitely worse. These 
did not try to govern it ; sent it to the Pawnbroker, to a 
fluctuating series of Pawnbrokers ; under whom, for the next 
Five-and-thirty years, Brandenburg tasted all the Suits of 
Non-government, that is to say. Anarchy or Government by 
the Pawnbroker ; and sank faster and faster, towards anni- 
hilation as it seemed. That was its fate under the Luxem- 
burg Kurfiirsts, who made even the Bavarian and all others 
be regretted. 

One thing Kaiser Karl did, which ultimately proved the 
saving of Brandenburg: made friendship with the Hohen- 
zollem Burggraves. These, Johann n., temporary ^ Statt- 
halter ^ Johann, and his Brother, who were Co-regents in the 
Family Domain, when Karl first made appearance, — ^had stood 
true to Kaiser Ludwig and his Son, so long as that play 
lasted at all ; nay one of these Burggraves was talked of 
as Kaiser after Ludwig’s death, but had the wisdom not to 
try. Kaiser Ludwig being dead, they still would not recog- 
nise the PJhffen-Kaiser Karl, but held gloomily out. So 
that Karl had to n^arch in force into the Niimberg country ; 
and by great promises, by considerable gifts, and the ^ex- 
ample of the other Princes of the Empire,’^ brought them 
over to do homage. 

After which, their progress, and that of their successor 
(Johann’s son, Friedrich v.), in the grace of Karl, was some- 

^ Kling of Bohemia, 1346, on his Father’s death; Kaiser (acknowledged on 
Ludwig the Barnes death), 1347 ; died, 1378* aged 62. 

^ * Hallow-eve, 1347, on the FMd Of Nhmberg,’ Agreement was come to 
(Rentsch, p. 326). 

VOL. I. K 
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thing extraordinary. Karl gave his Daughter to this Fried- 
rich v.’s eldest Son ; appoint a Daughter of hViedrich’s for 
his own Second Prince, the fani«l Sigisniund, fMned that is 
to be, — which latter match did not take offctTt, owing to 
changed outlooks after Karl’s death. Nay there is a lieed 
still extant about luarrviug children not yet Ijora ; Karl to 
produce a Princess within five years, lUid Biirggmf Fi iwlrich v. 
a Prince, for tliat purpose 1 * But the ilutm^raf never had 
another Prince ; though Karl produced tire due IVinccss, and 
was I’eady, for his share. Unl<» ind«d this strange eager- 
looking Document, not dated in the old Books, may itself 
relate to the above wedding whi<h did coma to psM f—Yeiu* 
before that, Karl had made his much-wteemedi Butgfpaif 
Friedrich v. ‘ Captain - General of the IteWh * ; * Imperial 
Vicar’ (Subsiitnte, if need were), and much beside; nay, had 
given him tire I^ndgraviate of Eiw« ( Ahutr), >»» far as 
lay with him to give, — of which valuaUe ccmntty this hVied- 
rich had actual possowion so long as the Kmwr lived. 
‘Best of men,’ thought the poor light Kwiwi ‘never saw 
such a man ! ’ 

Which proved a salutary thought, aftwr id!. Tite man 
had a little Boy Frits (not the betrotlmd to Kati’s Frin<»s), 
still chasing butterflies at Culmbadb, when £jud died. In 
this Boy lie new destiniei for Bnmdenhmg; towtupda him, 
and not towards annihilation, ant Karl imd tlM I^ixcuilmrg 
Kurfiirsts and Fawnbrokos uuct)n:.c!i>ti:.Iy gtddii^ li 


CHAPTEE XIV 

BURGGEAF F«tKJ)Ktt71l VI 

Karl left three young Sons, Wemml, Slgfemuml, Johann i 
and also a certain N^ew miteh oM« t aU «f «fh©m now 
more or less concern us in this unfortunate* HIstorv. 

‘ Reatich, p. 3^ 
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CHAP. Siv.j HflltCHIMAF FlUKOniCH VI 

Uh? hwitftble KurfiirHl »»f I>r.iiuicn!)ui«i; 

as well w* »«« w* yet only tH'vt-tsltNtni, who 

iievertheltw |4«t bi Iw 'Kaiser,*-— ««tl went widely iistmy, poor 
soul 'Wm* Nejthew wm tio other Uiai» Margrave Jolwt of 
Momvia («>n of l^taultawcheV late Nttllity Uicw), mow in tlie 
vigour of hi* « slimng «»a« : to !««», for • time, 

the ehief ii>;ui;i:'.<'5i!!id in IJviUjdruhuj':' fell, in thisne cireum- 



defeiiive in oth«f thin|p, Weiiael Iml «i» eminent talent. He 
vtu mm of the wowt Kiiiaisr*, and Ute h»t victoriou* on 

** -- ‘ * “ ’ ’ t*-" 



& kind of Imman i1diiM.T»os w»d. had rwen trot of thi 


* ISftt ^ I* ilwiti. " 

• iS^ Mjf 


i 1410 (i», p. JJ«h 
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<whc 8 of nmnkwti lltiss, niui other hud Piijiistic duiiigH, iu 
tlie interim ; and wiw tearing-up tlie wtirhi at a huge rale. 
llhinoceroK ZiHca wits on Ilut WeiHMenherg, or a .still nearer 
Hill of Prag .since ealksi Zkea-Herff C/ahvii Hill); and none 
dur«t whi.spcr of it to the King. A servant waiting at liinner 
inadvertently hd-.slip the wo«l : — ‘ Zisea Ihejv ? Deny it, 
slave ! ’ crial Wenzel frantic. Klave ilurst nt>t deny. Wenzel 
drew his sword to run at him, hut felt ilown dead : that was 
the last pot broken by Wenzel. 'J'ht* hapless royal <fx-imperifil 
Phantasm self-brokwi in t!si.s manner.* Poor soul, he eame 
to the Kaisership loo early ; was a thin violent er»*atim*, 
sen.sible to the charms and horrors of en;atwl ohjeets; and 
had terrible rhiii«K*ero» Ziseas and unruly hormsi-eatlk* to 
drive. He was one of the worst Kiiiscrs ever known, .—could 
have done Opera- singing much Iniiter ;-'-aiul a wwl sight 
to Bohemia. Let m leave him there : he was never actual 
Elector of Brandenburg, having given it up in time ; never 
did any ill to that jKK»r Country. 

Siffimtund w A'tir/'ilmt nf hut it A'kiig y 

Hungartf nlm 

'ilie real Knrfurst (»f Brandenburg ail tins while wiw Sigis- 
mund Wenzel's next Brother, under tutelage of C-ousin tlolwt 
or otlierwisfi ; — real and yet imaginary, for he never himself 
governed, but always had Jfohst of MHhren or wuno other in 
hi.H place there. Sigismund, as almve sai«l, was to have 
married a Datighter of Burggraf Friislrich v. ; imd he was 
himself, f» was tl>e young hwly, well IncHnwi to tins ammge- 
roeni But the ok! jHiople being dead, and some ofi'er of a 
King’s Daughter turning-up for Sigismund, Higismuml broke 
off; and took the King’s Daughter, King of I lungary ’s,-™ 
not without regret then and aiWwaitis, as is believetl. At 
any rate, the Hun|!^ian charmer proved a wife of small merit, 
and a Hungarian sucoessor she had was a wife of light con- 
’ Jothjnlv 1419 (tlonaspfVii 119 ). 
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duct' even ; Hungarian chaxmers, and Hungarian affairs, were 
much other than a comfort to Sigismund. 

As for the disappointed Princess, Burggraf Friedrich'’s 
Daughter, she said nothing that we hear ; silently became a 
Nun, an Abbess : and through a long life looked out, with 
her thoughts to herself, upon the loud whirlwind of things, 
where Sigismund (oftenest like an imponderous rag of con- 
spicuous colour) was riding and tossing. Her two Brothers 
also, joint Burggraves after their Father’s death, seemed to 
have reconciled themselves without difficulty. The elder of 
them was already Sigismund’s Brother-in-law;' married to 
Sigismund’s and 'Wenzel’s sister, — ^by such predestination as 
we saw. Burggraf Johann m. was the name of this one: 
a stout fighter and manager for many years ; much liked, and 
looked to, by Sigismund. As indeed were both the Brothers, 
for that matter ; always, together or in succession, a kind of 
rigRt-hand to Sigismund. Friedrich the younger Burggraf, 
and ultimately the survivor and inheritor (Johann having left 
no sons), is the famed Burggraf Friedrich vi., the last and 
notablest of all the Burggraves. A man of distinguished 
importance, extrinsic and intrinsic ; chief or among the very 
chief of German public men in his time ; — and memorable to 
Posterity, and to this History, on still other grounds ! But 
let us not anticipate. 

Sigismund, if apanaged with Brandenburg alone, and wedded 
to his first love, not a King’s Daughter, might have done 
tolerably well there ; — better than Wenzel, with the Empire 
and Bohemia, did. But delusive Fortune threw her golden 
apple at Sigismund too ; and he, in the wide high world, had 
to play strange pranks. His Father-in-law died in Hungary, 
Sigismund’s first wife his only child. Father-in-law bequeath^ 
Xlungary to Sigismund ; ^ who plunged into a strange sea 
thereby; got troubles without number, beatings not a few, 
— and had even to take boat, and sail for his life down 
to Constantinople* at one time. In which sad adventure 

* 1387 (Siigismtmd’s age then twenty). 
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Burggraf Johann eacorted him, aiul im it tow hhu 
by the hair of the head. Thmt tetublw ami adventures 
lasted many years; in the mirwiof which, uunul, trying 
all manner of friends and ev|« i!ii ti! , found in the Wiirggraves 
of NiirnlH'ig, Johann and Friedrich, with their tnlents, jiosscs. 
sions and reHourcea, the main or idmwit only burs support 
he go t 

No end of trouhlRi to Sigismund, and to lirandenhttrg 
through him, frenn this suhlimt* I lung, u ion legacy! IJije a 
remote fabulous golden -Htw, which you Imve to ga and 
conquer lirst, and whidi is Wijrth little when con.picrti). 
Before ever setting out (a.b. 18a7),.SigisiiiMiKl saw too dearly 
he would have cash to ramie; an ojwratioii be bwl never done 
with, all his life afterwards. Ht- {mwiied Jlmndenbuig to 
Cousin Jotet of Miihrea; got *ad,000 Hohomian pkien; 
-—I gam, a most slender sum, if Drya-Mlud would but interpret 
it. This was the la-ginning of Pawning-, to Bnin.h-idHirg ; of 
which when will tlie end !«? Jolwt ttereby own® into 
Brandcnhurg on his own right for the time, not as l^tor or 
Guardian, which ho had hitherto Iwn. Into lirwnlenbiitg; 
and there was no chance of rcp.iyuu nl to got Ww out ugain. 

Coiwn Jdbtt hits JSfantl4‘nlnit’g‘ m Pttwft 

Jobst tried at first to do sonn- govt inim; ; !»t folding all 
very ^archie, grew uah^ftd ; t.H.k to m i'king matters easy 
for himself, look, in foot, to turning a HMmy on hla |^wn- 
ticket; aliennting crown domains, winking hand at rebbw- 
baroBB, and the like ; — ami aftw a few wari^ went home to 
Moravim leaving Brandenburg to shift for itself, under a 
Stattholter tVhnr^mf, more like a hunpy l«Brf.gtewi«dk 
whom nobody took the trouble of iv-.p. cti«.'. l©bb«ma»tle« 
flourished ; dl else decays. No highway tmt ; many 

a.,Ttnipte with sixtean tpmrb-rs, tmd styling hinMelf jy&r Men 
Ihoble Gentieman), took to ‘living from the saildl«‘&— what 
are Hamburg pedlars mode for but to be robbed f 
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The Towns suffered much ; any trade they might have had, 
going to wreck in this manner. Not to speak of private feuds, 
which abounded ad libitum. Neighbouring potentates. Arch- 
bishop of Magdeburg and others, struck-in also at discretion, 
as they had gradually got accustomed to do, and snapped 
away (abzzvacJcten) some convenient bit of territory, or, more 
legitimately, they came across to coerce, at their own hand, 
this or the other Edler Herr of the Turpin sort, whom there 
was no other way of getting at, when he carried matters quite 
too high. ‘Droves of six-hundred swine,’ — have seen (by 
reading in those old Books) certain noble Gentlemen, ‘of 
Putlitz,’ I think, driving them openly, captured by the 
stronger hand; and have heard the short querulous squeak 
of the bristly creatures : ‘ What is the use of being a pig at 
all, if I am to be stolen in this way, and surreptitiously made 
into ham ? ’ Pigs do continue to be bred in Brandenburg ■ 
but it is xinder such discouragements. Agriculture, trade, 
well-being and well-doing of any kind, it is not encourage- 
ment they are meeting here. Probably few countries, not 
even Ireland, have a worse outlook, unless help come.^ 

Jobst came back in 1398, after eight-years absence; but 
no help came with Jobst. The Neumarh part of Brandenburg, 
which was Brother Johann’s portion, had fallen home to Sigis- 
mund. Brother Johann having died : but Sigismund, far from 
redeeming old pawn-tickets with the Newmark, pawned the 
Newmark too, — ^the second Pawnage of Brandenburg. Pawned 
the Newmark to the Teutsch Ritters ‘for 63,000 Hungarian 
gold gulden’ (I think, about 80,000Z.) ; and gave no part of 
it to Jobst ; had not nearly enough for himself and his Hun- 
garian occasions. 

Seeing which, and hearing such squeak of pigs surreptitiously 
driven, with little but discordant sights and sounds everywhere, 
Jobst became disgusted with the matter; and resolved to 
wash his hands of it, at least to have his money out of it 
again. Having sold what of the Domains he could to persons 
^ Pauli, i. 541-613. Miehaelis, i. 283-285. 
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of (jnality, at m iniconmiotily vmy rate, m»I «» {XHiftfiJ wllat 
muiy-cash there vm mmng tfienu he miuU-.ovor hix 
ticket, or projH'rly he !}ri»i<lon!»ur^r (t> the 

Haxon Potentate, a «|HHnjiative iHt«ieywt iniui, Markgiaf of 
MeisHeii, ‘ WiHielm the Jlieh ’ P«wne*l it to WiHu^hu 
the Ilieli,-— Kun» not imtiiwt ; amt went tioine to Momviu 
there to wait events. 'Hiis is the (hini Hmndenhuix pawn- 
iiiji : k‘t us hojHf there may Iw a fanrtii ami last. 


Bmittlmburfr in iAr A/ml* of thf P/nmhroker.* ; Mn/r/i /f 

ifw If It lit h Arti*T 

Ami 80 we have now «*aeh«-<i that jK»itjt in HnimJenhurff 
History when, if «>me help tio not eonte, llramlenburg will 
not Jong he a country, but will either g«*t <liit*ijM»t«sl in pieces 
and stuck to the edge of othern whcrt* soimf govermncnt 
is, or else go waate again, mid fall to the bisoiw am! wild 
buanis 

Who now is Kurfurst of limndcnhurg, might he a ijm*licm. 
<I WMiuestionahly r Higisimind would answtfr, with astonish- 
ment ‘l^ft, your Hungarian Majesty,’ thinks Jolwl ; ‘till 
my cash is jmid, may it not prolmhly Ik* another ? ’ 'Hii# 
ilucHtion has its intent: tlie Electors just now (a.m HOC) 
are about deposing Weisr^'l ; must chmw® sonm Imtter Kaiser. 
If they wanted another scion of the Ilomw of Lusemhurg; a 
mature old | 5 entieman of sixty; full of plans, ptausihilithw, 
preUtuKions,-- .lolwt is tlieir man. Jfobt and SigismumI were 
of one mind as to Wenxel’s ^ing ; at l«»t SigisimiiMi vote! 
clearly so, mid Jolwt said nothing oouoter i but tlie Kurflirets 
did not tliink of iolwt for suoeeiisor. After mime stumbling, 
they fixed upon Ilujicrt Kur-PJak (Elector Palatine, MttprecM 
von dtr Pfak) as Kaiser. 

Kupert of the Wal* proved a highly rwjiectabb Kaiser; 
lasted for ten yeaw {1400-1410), with honour to himself and 
the Eel*. A strong heart, strong h»dl, but short of mean*. 
He dhastised |>etty mutiny with vigour j ojuld not bring down 



ciiAp.xiv.i uvvmr ami iiifitGc,;EAF i8s 

tli0 hiwl j*f*rrluHl m Iiigli 

011 rtHiltl iinl ht%l llic tif tli0 

Cliiirrfi nr 'tVifiln Hntin* A%lgmm iil!kir)» nr 

gwfikttii ii«^' Ei*n'*li til fi af nld digiitly iiiiii 

}o£»^ rniiiitlinii. In tin-* lutn linw liiiir% m AtilkfiiArim 
raiiiark,^ innf^l »\li*intirr^ i*f thr Hinjiins Tr'lly Friiirrs ttid 
IiiiprWTmiitH, liml Irwn -.ft In »rt‘4i|» for iteiiirlvw ; 
tml wrrr iinw rniii'rriinfl «liiHly tr* InTninn HnvwTign in ilitir 
0 WII IVrriInrirw. Aiitl Srhilirr iiifnriii^ n«, it w» iikwt llii« 
{ 3 €ri«l iktti tni»t nf tliriii muli rnllirr con- 

siiiiimiitinii ; ltii}«*rl nf IiiiiiM^tf ant atilr tn liri|i it| wtlli nit iii,ii 
willirign.'VK ^I1in Fwjiln rnllwl hint * liyjirrt Xlmm ptiiiiert 
SmUh^x^vkY'V front lik rowilnlir ^iiyt; wliirli nj<’lufiiiu% ■ giv<-n 
hitii rint iti iitiiwtf hut jmrtly in wdiriml 
kiiicl nf From nf t!i« IfrirA liis 

honnumlitn iimtitinm 

He tiiwl for Knijirow n, Si»trr tif Friwlrirlik ; wliirli 

high !«lyi tiiiktiyti’ii tii im iiihrrwi^% n3iro|ii hy Imi,? Toiitli nt 
Hffidelkrg, rumritiksr fnr tit?r ilrotiinr'i nnkt-. Kmm?r 
llupi-rt, -griimlfinii cif ihnt Enr4*foli whn wnn .K««?r 

Lmiwig'i ^lilnr hrotlirr^- ■ i» Ihr rohiiiitfiling nf ili« 


IS slJli *« chtmhyim! io Im mni,’ if liUlr muri*, tH«* 'IVuM 
Eittew hiul, tuu'xjHHittlly, a turfihir ik iVat ; ^ 

Ihinr PoHah MiK’fliiijuHKw ijUttrn'U of Umg »t«iHiijig ; and IIm 
ml of thfir high itnimen in wurhi. A ruinitl 'iVtitm'l 
Eittmiom, jw gotwl iw niinwl. vwr hfiiwfarth. K«iwr Et«fH*r| 
di«l iNUi Miiy; ««ni «» Um IStii July, within two montb. 
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of the husin(!.s,s, tlie actual iHoney for JobHt, to close his 
Brniitlcnhur*' pretension. 

Both w€sn electail (majority conteitecl in tliis manner) ; and 
old JoW* then above seventy, was like to have given much 
trouble ; but happily in three months he died ; * and Sigismund 
became indisputable. Jobst wa* the son of Maultasche’s 
Nullity ; Wm too, in an involuntary sort, she was the cause of. 
In his day Jobst matle much noise in the world, hut did little 
or no good in it. * He was thought a great man,’ says one 
satiriwJ oM Chronicler; *and thei’e was nothing great about 
him but the bwd,’ 

♦The csuse of Sigismumrs success with the Electors,’ says 
Kiihler, «f his having any party among them, wm the 
faithful surd unvmuiid, diligence which had been used for him 
by the above-named Burggwif hriodrich vi. of NHmkaig, who 
took extreme pains to forward Sigisuiund to the Empire; 
pleading that Sigismund attd Wensel would be sure to agree 
well hencseforth, and that .‘'igi.snuiml. having already sudh 
extensive temdtories (Iluagmy. Brawkmhurg and so forth) by 
inheritance, wmrld not be m exact about the JMcHm-ToUs and 
othmr Tiu]icri.nl Mimm. This tame Friedrich also, when 'Ae 
Eleetioo fell out douWtal, wm SigisumiMrs beet nupfxwrt in 
Ch riiinuy, nay almori: Us rig^bhAnd, through whom In dUd 
whatever was done.’ * 

Sigmnund is l^usw, then, in spite of Weneri. King cf 
ITvingury, Ulw unhwrd-df trouble and advnatorei, eidliig 
some ymvi ago In a kind of peace end he hm long 

been. King of Bohemia, t^ he at kst having 

Mwvived Weiuiel, who was dhlldless. BW*r of the KUy 
Hainan and so mudh eliwrfo '^not Bigi.snmnd 'forwa 

great man? Truly tim tem® he wi'aves tipon, in this world, i# 
ver}' hirgit. Biit (he w*'!ivcr was <»f bisidlojig, high-ftticing, 
llim«y roittin- ; mul botli v»nrp and woof wore gone drctulfully 
i‘ut<i»glnl 1 - 

Thil !« the Kaiser Sigismund who held the Council of 
* • JmlttCB* fim-htnh* atO Jsfy 1411. * Ki>hkr, p. 337. 
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VAmtmtmi ami i4hhj! t*i 

iilliitimi t4i tlie of gmnl-r*! Ihpi, ttiiirii 

iiiiiing in b!tp4irf| , hut r'tnilii msf 

miveoif^tly iiiriid iHt* lirr-wifil*' cin 

him jiiit flow, Ab tlirf 4*sri«p An 

alu'ii\,s }j(»|uui% ur^#-r ?i ■■; h’:.% im.tiirrr%^fiil», t'an'i riiijily 

Kmmr, Sjnriuus ^ III -■*■ .-■ . 4 

lind Iht 'wimiy of tim m4ul «t» ; s^iwr! itf 

money for one tiling.. ilr ninirirti aoiI l#lir»l 

eliMjuonilv ; ruinh;;.^ high, aiiil gnirmlli' hiiw ti# 

went to ronqiirr Hiiiigiiry, ami Imi In fiiwit lin^ti llw iteiiti 
liiitiswii with mi ilteiidani or two, in a iiiwt |iriiwtr itmtiiirr* 


and take wfiige with the ftrainl l*mk : thk m wo, witil 
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the lloniiiUH, luid above Grammar) !’ * For which mison 1 
call him in my Note-hook« Sigiwiiuuul au[m (Immvtutimm, to 
distinguish him in the imi»r<»glio of Kaisers. 


ftninilnifnir'f u pnmtftl Jitr tfm hsi thm 

How .Tolist’s pawn-ticket was settled I never dearly heanl { 
but can guw it was by Burggraf Friedrich’s .ndv.-indng the 
money* in the pindi above indicated, or paying it afterwmh to 
Jobst’s iicirs whoever they were, lltus much is certain : Burg- 
graf Friedrich, tiim thwe years and more (ever sine® 8th duly 
1411) holds Sigisnmnd's Heed of a<‘kn«w'l*-dguu*nt ‘for 1 00,000 
guldtm lent at voriow tim«’ : and htis likewise got tlie Elec- 
torate of Brandenburg in pledge for that sura; and do^ 
himself administer the said El^d^rate till he be paid. This 
is the important news ; but this to not all. 

Tlie new jomnaey into Spain recjuiiw new nxmep; this 
Coundi itself, with sudi a pomp jis suited Sigismund, has (rant 
him endless moneys. Bnmdfnlmrg, tana to ruins in the way 
we saw, to a soiroiirtMl mattac ; and, ramept the title of it, as a 
feather in one's cap, to worth nothing to Sigi.snitmd. And he to 
still short of money ; and will forev®: be. Why could not he 
give up Brnudctthui'g Altogether ; since, instead of paying, he 
is still making new itrans from Buxggmf Eriodridhi ; and the 
hope of ever payb^ w«* mere lunacy! Sigl,;muu«l revolvoi 
these sad thoughbi too, amid his world-wide diplomade% and 
eflPorts to h«»l tihe Church. ‘Pledged for 100,000 guldsn,’ 
sadly mmlnatos Slgi-.miiml ; * Mid 50,000 mm® borrow^ sinee, 
by little Mid little ; and more em needed, (Mpedalij fmr tidi 
grand Spanish jimmey T tiiM wm SigiKinumfs sad thm^to : 
— * Advance m% in a round sum, 850,000 gtdd«a mm®,’ mM 
he to Burg^pn^ Friedridh, * .*250,000 nunc, for my ia«nltold 
ocrasimri in this Wine I-— ^t wtOII be 400,000 in whole ; *— 
Mod take the KlectoRate oi Brandenburg to yourself, Land, 

‘ W.tii, Ms'iitui'l, (itieUti^itrDm^Kkmt 1.47?. 

» Keutaii, |»p. 75 , 3S7. 
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Titles, Sovereign Electorship and all, and make me rid of it 
That was the settlement adopted, in Sigismnnd’s apartment at 
Constance, on the 30th of April 1415; signed, sealed and 
ratified, — and the money paid. A very notable event in 
World-Histoiy ; virtually completed on the day we mention. 

The ceremony of Investiture did not take place till two 
years afterwards, when the Spanish journey had proved fruit- 
less, when much else of fruitless had come and gone, and 
Kaiser and Council were probably more at leisure for such a 
thing. Done at length it was by Kaiser Sigismund in utmost 
gala, with the Grandees of the Empire assisting, and august 
members of the Council and world in general looking on ; in 
the big Square or Marketplace of Constance, 17th April 
1417 ; — ^is to be found described in Rentsch, from Nauclerus 
and the old Newsmongers of the time. grand indeed : 

much processioning on horseback, under pow^ul trumpet- 
peals and flourishes; much stately kneeling, stately rising, 
stepping backwards (done well, zierlichy on the Eurftirsfs 
part); liberal expeniture of cloth and pomp; in short, 
‘above 100,000 people looking on from roofs and windows,’^ 
and Kaiser Sigismund in all his glory. Sigismund was on a 
high Platform in the Marketplace, with stairs to it and from 
it ; the illustrious Kaiser, — ^red as a flamingo, ‘ with scarlet 
mantle and crown of gold,^^ — treat to the eyes of simple 
mankind. 

What sum of modem money, in real purchasing power, 
this ‘400,000 Hungarian Gold Gulden’ is, I have inquired 
in the likely quarters without result; and it is probaWe no 
man ^ctly knows. The latest existing represenf^ve of 
the ancient Gold Gulden is the Ducaiy wcnrth g^d^sdly aboOt 
a Half-sovereign in English, Taking the suih at that latest 
rate, it amounts to 300,^00/. ; and the reader can use that 
as a note of memory for the sale-price of Brandenburg with 
all its lands and honours,— multiplying it parhaps by four or 

^ PotB, All^tndne FrmsHsche Stoats^ Geschich^e, £u 74, Reatsdi, pp. 76-78. 
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six to bring mil ib rfllxlive aiiitiunt in eiimfiil coin. Dog. 
cheap, it unisit Iw ciwriwl, for sise mid cajmbihty ; but in the 
most waste wjiuhtien, full wf rimtin)’, it*.’ aimrthy and 
highway mlds-ry ; n i.uivlt.t .• ihitt might have proved dew 
enough to Biiolhrr irian thsai ihirggmf FriiHlrich. 

But »o, at any r«!c, iiiorihutui Brandenburg haa got it* 
IltihMizolleni Ktirriirst ; and storteti on a new aimer it little 
dreamt of ; -and we tan now, right willingly, ijuit Si|-; tmmd 
and the lleieh*>IIistory j leave Kmim Si>d' nnmt! to sink or 
swim at his own will benwforUi. Hi* gi^md fmt in life, tim 
wonder of hi* ; 10 i dimt, wa* Uik name Ckiundl of tkwwtana? ; 
which |>hjvih! eiiti«-ly a fttiture { one of the largest 
over dropjwtl with noiso and travail in this world. Two- 
himdm! thoumnd hnwnn es. I'lnv., «jckon«l and reekoning 
Diemselvw the elixir of the Iiitellwt and Diirnitv of Eunifw ; 
Twodnnidrtai thou i.uHl, nay sonui, eoutiling {hr h.xu r menials 
and numeroiMi unfeHisj* f< t, A. ,, my Fonr-hundred thou- 
Nuul, got « ..(*> ). r.,?, ,! into lljiit little Swiim Townj 

and there a* an Ketinienie Connell, or imlemnly distillini elixir 
of what pious Intollwt «kI Valour amW la* scmjKxl togetlicr 
in the world, they klwured with all thrir aelojt might for 
four yt ur . npem, llrnt was tlm Counell of CJonstaiKse. And 
eatcept tihis trwwfer of rh-H.drrd.urr t© fVi«Weh of Hohen- 
jwllem, flnow said Cbundl in the quit® reverse and 

invohmiury way, mi* mm not wl»t gaotl result it bad. 

They did ludi^ hum lluMi bit Uiat mold not lie called 
a Inmetlcial iimident} that seenMed to and tl« 

Coundl a newt amiil! and !t!d;,pdfieiU)t one." And It kindled 
TIolH-iuifi, and kMlkd rhiooeefos IHim, Into 
flame of %vnii*‘mtn*i 'ImjMfht were tlisaaler, disgma),"' and 
dtefwt on doftwt to Mjd ..u.:..!, ami k*i»t, his hands full for 
llw rest of hhi lif--. lumi ver tmall he had thought it. A* 
for the anhliin# fiiur^ymrw dMIhnwitei and delmtea of this 
Sjinhcilrhii of tta* t ■ idi«rM!, ■ - i'l«»|MWtt dcliati's, ♦♦omiucteil, we 
inay^aay, «n*h'r anrh cvtcid of a% at wat iwv«r seen hafore 
w. .siiuv, they have fidfeu wholly to the donuda of Dryaa- 



160 


T H E H O H E N X O 1. 1. K K N S f imick n. 

imi 

du«t; and atnount, for mankind at tin* tiiiir, tn xt rw pita fht* 
Burning of Hush. On the whole, Mur^rof Frinlrirh’s 
Electorship, and the first Hoheiixalleni la I? nii!> J u! -;, is the 
one good result. 

Adieu, then, to HiLdsmund. I^^t us Itwie httit nt this his 
culminating point, in Uie Miurketplat^o of t'ornlminc i n-ii «.» h 
flamingo ; doing one act of impoi tsincr, Uttttigh itnrorw imisly 
and against his will.,~I subjoin here, for rtjfrwliuiifiit »»f th«* 
reader’s memory, a Synojisis, or bare iMrithntetirnl li#l, of 
those Intercalary Non llap liurg KiMser*, which, now that it* 
original sinali duty is done, may m well be {irinl«i mi burnt ; 

The Smm Intermtar^ sr Xm f'-iji tCeiinmre. 

Rudolf of Ilapiliurg died a.o. lS8i, after a reipi of »iglit(s#<i rignru«i« 
year*, very useful to th« Kinpira after if* Anarehie ^errejfmum He *«• 
succeeded, not by any of hla own eons wr Wndred, Nl by 

1*. Adolf of Naasau, A iMdirart b«l innseiwltoM* llerrj 

much coneenied la the Fewaoh projeel* of o«r Wward twi«iriduMili« ; 
wife* etipendlarimMuetrtii, m the Oppiwition party si .i!ii.f=:!*v temus! bim. 
Slain in battle by the Aad*Kaia«r, Aihrwht mr Alhorl oMiwt •»» «f 
Rudolf, who thereupon became KaJaer. 

Albert i, (of napsliuiij, he), U^Uit t.'itwt. Farrlalded, In that latter yiwr, 
at the Ford of the Keuae. 

2* (a). Henry to. of I.usomhnnr. )ni*« pi^mnMl (ISia) in 

aaoramentid wine. Ihe flrat of the aur* marM 

here, in their order, hy the addition of mi wljiJut t tir i. ur r 

3*. Lndwif dfflf Wer, 1314-1317 (Ihilioof ft. Hpimr Haearl* : 
progenitor of the snhaeqittent Kniffinto of tWem, who mm t^eim of the 
P£ila Family). 

4” (S). Karl iv., 1347-1378, tha of dt^mo Ibiiemla (Johann M- 
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wliither^ Burg^raf J oliann the elder Brother-in-law being then offcenest 
in Hnngaiy with Sigismund^ Karl iv/s second Son. 

7“ (d). Sigismund, 1410-1437^ Wenzels younger Brother ; the fourth 
and last of the Luxemburgers, seventh and last of the Intercalary E^isers. 
Sold Brandenburg, after thrice or oftener pawning it. Sigismund super 
Grammaticam, 

Super-Grammaticam died 9th December 1437 ; left only a Daughter, 
wedded to the then Albei’t Duke of Austria ; which Albert, on the 
strength of this, came to the Kingship of Bohemia and of Hungary, as 
his Wife's inheritance, and to the Empire by election. Died thereupon 
in few months : ^ three crowns, Bohemia, Hungary, the Reich, in that 
one year, 1488,' say the old Historians ; ‘ and then next year he quitted 
them all, for a fourth and more lasting crown, as is hoped.* Kaiser 
Albert ii., 1438-1439 : After whom all are Hapsburgers, — excepting, if 
that is an exception, the unlucky Karl vii. alone (1742-1745), who 
descends from Ludwig the Baier. 
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THE HOHENZOLLERNS IN BRANDENBURG 
1412-1713 


CHAPTER I 

KUIIFUR>ST FRIEDMCH I 

BuEaGBAF Feiedrich, on his first coming to Brandenburg, 
found but a cool reception as Statthalter.^ He came as the 
representative of law and rule; and there had been many 
helping themselves by a ruleless life, of late. Industry was 
at a low ebb, violence was rife ; plunder, disorder everywhere ; 
too much the habit for baronial gentlemen to ‘ live by the 
saddle,^ as they termed it, that is, by highway robbery, in 
modem phrase. 

The Towns, harried and plundered to skin and bone, wei’e 
glad to see a Statthalter, and did homage to him with all 
their heart. But the Baronage or Squirearchy of the country 
were of another mind. These, in the late anarchies, had 
set-up for a kind of kings in their own right : they had their 
feuds ; made war, made peace, levied tolls, transit-dues ; lived 
much at their own discretion in these solitary countries ; — 
rushing out from their stone towers walls fourteen feet 
thick’), to seize any herd of ^ six-hundred swine,’ any convoy 
of Liiheck or Hamburg merchant-goods, that had not con- 

^ {24 Jxme) ‘ 1412,’ lie first set foot in Branden'bttrg, with due 

escort, im Uue state 5 only Statthalter (Viceregent) as yet : Pauli, i. 594, ii. 58 ; 
StoMd, dfis FrcmstscAen Sfaats {MAmhwg, 1830-1851), i. 167- 169^ 
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tented them in passing. What were pedlars and mechanic 
fellows made for, if not to be plundered when needful? 
Arbitrary rule, on the part of these Noble Robber-Lords ! 
And then much of the Crown-Domains had gone to the 
chief of them, — ^pawned (and the pawn -ticket lost, so to 
speak), or sold for what trifle of ready-money was to be had, 
in Jobst and Company'^s time. To these gentlemen, a Statt- 
halter coming to inquire into matters was no welcome 
phenomenon. Your Edler Herr (Noble Lord) of Putlitz, 
Noble Lords of Quitzow, Rochow, Maltitz and others, supreme 
in their grassy solitudes this long while, and accustomed to 
nothing greater than themselves in Brandenburg, how should 
they obey a Statthalter ? 

Such was more or less the universal humour in the Squire- 
archy of Bi'andenburg ; not of good omen to Burggraf 
Friedrich. But the chief seat of contumacy seemed to be 
among the Quitzows, Putlitzes above spoken of ; big Squires 
in the district they call the Priegnitz, in the Country of the 
sluggish Havel River, north-west from Berlin a fifty or forty 
miles. These refused homage, very many of them ; said they 
were ^ incorporated with Bohmen’ ; said this and that ; — 
much disinclined to homage; and would not do it. Stiff 
surly fellows, much deficient in discernment of what is above 
them and what is not : — a thick-skinned set ; bodies clad in 
buff leather; minds also cased in ill habits of long continuance. 

Friedrich was very patient with them ; hoped to prevail by 
gentle methods. He ^ invited them to dinner ’ ; ^ had them 
often at dinner for a year or more’: but could make no 
progress in that way. ‘ Who is this we have got for a 
Governor?’ said the noble lords privately to each other: ^ A 
Number ger Tcmd (Niimberg Plaything,-— -wooden images such 
as they make at Niimberg),’ said they, grinning, in a thick- 
skinned way : ^ If it rained Burggraves all the year round, 
none of them would come to luck: in this Country’ ; — and 
continued their feuds, toll-levyings, plunderings and other 
contumacies. 
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Seeing matters come to this pass after waiting above a 
year, Biu’ggraf Friedrich gathered his Frankish men-at-arms ; 
quietly made league with the neighbouring Potentates, 
Thiiringen and others; got some munitions, some artillery 
together, — especially one huge gun, the biggest ever seen, 
^ a twenty-four pounder’ no less ; to which the peasants, 
dragging her with difficulty through the clayey roads, gave 
the name of Faule Grete (Lazy, or Heavy Peg) ; a remark- 
able piece of ordnance. Lazy Peg he had got from the 
Landgraf of Thiiringen, on loan merely ; but he turned her 
to excellent account of his own. I have often inquired after 
Lazy Peg’s fate in subsequent times ; but could never learn 
anything distinct : — the German Dryasdust is a dull dog, 
and seldom carries anything human in those big wallets of 
his!— 

Equipped in this way, Burggraf Friedrich (he was not yet 
Kurfiirst, only coming to be) marches for the Havel Country 
(early days of 1414) makes his appearance before Quitzcw’s 
strong-house of Friesack, walls fourteen feet thick : ^ You 
Dietrich von Quitzow, are you prepared to live as a peace- 
able subject henceforth : to do homage to the Laws and me ?* 
— ^ Never 1’ answered Quitzow, and pulled-up his drawbridge. 
Whereupon Heavy Peg opened upon him. Heavy Peg and 
other guns; and, in some eight -and -forty hours, shook 
Quitzow’s impregnable Friesack about his ears. This was in 
the month of February 141 4,/ day not given: Friesack was 
the name of the impregnable Castle (still discoverable in our 
time); and it ought to be memorable and venerable to 
every Prussian man. Burggraf Friedrich vi., not yet quite 
become Kurfiirst Friedrich i., but in a year’s space to become 
so, he in person was the beneficent operator; Heavy Peg, 
and steady Human Insight, these were clearly the chief im- 
plem^ats. 

; Quitzow bemg settled^— ^for the country is in military 

^ Michaelis, i. 2S7 5 Stenzil, i, 168 (where^^ contrary to wont, is an insignifi- 
cant error or two). Panli (ii. 58) is, as usual, lost in water. 
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occHijintion of F’ricdnch and his nlHcs, and except in some 

.stoiK! castle a niau has no <hanc<‘, strai^'liLwHy Putliti! or 

niiolher mutineer, with his drawbridge up, wm battered to 
pieces, an<l his drawbridge brought slamming down. After 
thi.s manner, in an incredibly short period, mutiny was 
(pienched ; and it btscarne apparent to Noble Lords, and to 
all men, that here at length was a man conic who would 
have the I.awa obeyed again, and could and would keep 
mutiny down. 

Friedrich showed no cruelty; far the contrary. Your 
mutiny once ended, and a little repented of, he is ready to 
be your gracious Prince again : Fairplay and tlie social 
wiu(‘-cup, or inexorable war and Lazy Peg, it is at your dis- 
cretion which. Hrandenhurg submitted ; liardly ever rebelled 
more. Brandenburg, under the wise Kurfiirst it has got, 
begins in a small degree to lie cosmic again, or of the domain 
of the gods ; ceases to be chaotic and a mere cockpit of the 
devils. 

There is no doubt but this Friedrich also, like his ancMtor 
FViedrich ni., the First Hereditary Burggiaf, was an excellent 
citizen of his country ; a man conspicuously important in all 
German business in his time. A man setting up for no par- 
ticular magnanimity, ability or heroism, but unconsciously 
exhibiting a good deal ; which by degrees gained universd 
rw'ognilion. He did not shine much as Ilinchs-Gcncralissimo, 
under Kaiser Sigi.s»mu«l, in his expeditions against Zisca ; on 
the contrary, he presided over' huge defeat and rouL once 
and again, in that capacity ; and indeed had represented in 
vain that, with sudh a species of militia, victory was impos- 
sible. He represented and again tx'pn'sented, to no puriiose ; 
whereu|K)n he declined the oHicc iarthtar; in whi^ others 
fitted no better.* 

The offer to be Kaiser was atad# him m his old days ; hut 
he wisely declined that too. It was in Brandenburg, by what 

^ Hotamys *®9**S% I 
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he silently founded there, that he did his chief benefit to 
Germany and mankind. He understood the noble art of 
governing men ; had in him the justice, clearness, valour and 
patience needed for that. A man of sterling probity, for one 
thing. "Which indeed is the first requisite in said art : — ^if 
you wiU have your laws obeyed without mutiny, see well that 
they be pieces of God Almighty’s Law : otherwise all the 
artillery in the world will not keep down mutiny. 

Eriedrich ‘ travelled much over Brandenburg’ ; looking into 
everything with his own eyes; — ^making, I can well fancy, 
innumerable crooked things straight. Reducing more and 
more that famishing dogkennel of a Brandenburg into a fruit- 
ful arable field. His portraits represent a square -headed, 
mild-looking solid gentleman, with a certain twinkle of mirth 
in the serious eyes of him. Except in those Hussite wars for 
Kaiser Sigismund and the Reich, in which no man could 
prosper, he may be defined as constantly prosperous. To 
Brandenburg he was, very literally, the blessing of blessings ; 
redemption out of death into life. In the ruins of that old 
Friesack Castle, battered down by Heavy Peg, Antiquarian 
Science (if it had any eyes) might look for the taproot of the 
Prussian Nation, and the beginning of all that Brandenburg 
has since grown-to under the sun. 

Friedrich, in one capacity or another, presided over Bran- 
denburg near thirty years. He came thither first of all in 
1412; was not completely Kurfurst in his own right till 
1415; nor publicly installed, ‘ with 100,000 looking on from 

the roofs and vrindows, in Constance yonder, till 1417, age 

thai some forty-five. His Brandenburg residence, when he 
happened to have time for reading or sitting still, wds Tan- 
genniinde, the Castle huilt by Kaiser Karl iv. He died there, 
21st September 1440; laden tolerably with years,. and still 
beftte with memories of hard work done. Rehtsch guesses 
by good iirference he was bom about 1372. As I count, he 
is «venth in descent from that Ccmrad, Burggraf Conrad 1 ., 
C^^ o£ Hifiimrzcfilen, wh# came ^down froin. the Fnnbo Alp , 
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seeking service with Kaiser Redbeard, above two centuries 
ago : Conrad^s generation and six others had vanished suc- 
cessively from the world-theatre in that ever-mysterious 
manner, and left the stage clear, when Burggraf Friedrich the 
Sixth came to be First Elector. Let three centuries, let 
twelve generations farther come and pass, and there will be 
another still more notable Friedrich, — our little Fritz, destined 
to be Third King of Prussia, officially named Friedrich ii., 
and popularly Frederick the Great. This First Elector is his 
lineal ancestor, twelve times removed.^ 


CHAPTER II 
MATINEES DU ROI DE PRUSSE 

Eleven successive Kurfursts followed Friedrich in Bran- 
denburg. Of whom and their births, deaths, wars, mar- 
riages, negotiations and continual multitudinous stream of 
smaller or greater adventures, much has been written, of a 
dreary confused nature ; next to nothing of which ought to 
be repeated here. Some list of their Names, with what 
rememberable human feature or event (if any) still speaks to 
us in them, we must try to give. Their Names, well dated, 
with any actions, incidents, or phases of life, which may in 
this way get to adhere to them in the reader’s memory, the 
reader can insert, each at its right place, in the grand Tide 
of European Events, or in such Picture as the reader may 
have of that. Thereby with diligence he may produce for 
himself some faint twilight notion of the Flight of Time in 
remote Brandenburg, — convince himself that remote Branden- 
burg was present all along, alive after its sort, and assisting, 
dumbly or otherwise, in the great World- Drama as that 
went on. 

We have to say in general, the history of Brandenburg 
^ Rentsch, pp. 349-372 ; Hiibner, t. 176. 
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under the Hohenzollerns has very little in it to excite a 
vulgar curiosity, though perhaps a great deal to interest an 
intelligent one. Had it found treatment duly intelligent ; — 
which, however, how could it, lucky beyond its neighbours, 
hope to do ! Commonplace Dryasdust, and voluminous 
Stupidity, not worse here than elsewhere, play their part. 

It is the history of a State, or Social Vitality, growing from 
small to great ; steadily growing henceforth under guidance : 
and the contrast between guidance and no-guidance, or mis- 
guidance, in such matters, is again impressively illustrated 
there. This we see well to be the fact ; and the details of 
this would be of moment, were they given us : but they are 
not ; — ^how could voluminous Dryasdust give them ? Then, 
on the other hand, the Phenomenon is, for a long while, on 
so small a scale, wholly without importance in European 
politics and affairs, the commonplace Historian, writing of it 
on a large scale, becomes unreadable and intolerable. Witness 
grandiloquent Pauli our fatal fdend, with his Eight watery 
Quartos; which gods and men, unless driven by necessity, 
have learned to avoid ! ^ The Phenomenon of Brandenburg 
is small, remote; and the essential particulars, too delicate 
for the eye of Dryasdust, are mostly wanting, drovmed deep 
in details of the unessential. So that we are well content, 
my readers and I, to keep remote from it on this occasion. 

On one other point I must give the reader warning. A 
rock of offence on which if he heedlessly strike, I reckon he 
wiU split; at least no help of mine can benefit him till he 
got off again. Alas, offences must come ; and must stand, 
like rocks of offence, to the shipwreck of many I Modern 
Ihyasdust, interpreting the mysterious ways of Divine Provi- 
d®ce in ^bis Universe, or what he eaUs writing I^i^tory, has 
uncountable havoc upon the best interests^ ^ 

godless duUard that he Is ; driten and driving on 

^ ^ PrmssUchc Stoats Geschuhte, dftfen 
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courses that lead only downward, for him as for us ! But 
one could forgive him all things, compared with this doctrine 
of devils which he has contrived to get established, prettj^ 
generally, among his unfortunate fellow - creatures for the 
t\me ! — I must insert the following quotation, reade rs guess 
from what author : f \ 

^ In an impudent Pamphlet, foi’ged by I know not whom, and published 
in 1766, under the title of Matinees du Eoi de Prusse, purporting to be 

Morning Conversations ” of Frederick the Great with his Nephew the 
Heir-Apparent, evei-y line of which betrays itself as false and spuiuous to 
a reader who has made any direct or effectual study of Frederick or his 
manners or affairs, — it is set forth, in the way of exordium to these pre- 
tended royal confessions, that noire maison/* our Family of Hohenzollern, 
ever since the first origin of it among the Swabian mountains, or its first 
descent therefrom into the Castle and Imperial Wardenship of Niimberg, 
some six-hundred years ago or more, has consistently travelled one road, 
and this a very notable one. We, as I myself the royal Frederick still 
do, have all along proceeded," namely, in the way of adroit Macchia- 
vellism, as skilful gamblers in this world's businesns, ardent gatherers of 
this world's goods ; and in brief as devout worshippers of Beelzebub, the 
grand regulator and rewarder of mortals here below. Which creed we, 
the Hohenzollerns, have found, and 1 still find, to be the true one; 
learn it you, my prudent Nephew, and let all men learn it. By holding 
steadily to that, and working late and early in such spirit, we ar^fe come 
to what you now see; — and shall advance still farther, if it please 
Beelzebub, who is generally kind to those that serve him well.” Such 
is the doctrine of this impudent Pamphlet ; original Manuscripts " of 
which are still purchased by simple persons, — who have then nobly 
offered them to me, thrice over, gratis or nearly so, as a priceless 
curiosity. A new piunted edition of which, probably the fifth, has 
appeared within few years. Simple persons consider it a curious and 
interesting Document ; rather ambiguous in origin perhaps, but probably 
authentic in substance, and throwing unexpected light on the character 
of Frederick whom men call the Great. In which new light they ai-e 
willing a meritorious Editor should share. 

^ wrote that Pamphlet I know not, and am in no condition to 
guess. A certain snappish vivacity (very unlike the style of Frederick 
whom it personates) ; a wearisome grimacing, gesticulating malice and 
smartness, approaching or reaching the sad dignity of what is called 
‘^^wit'^ in modern tiin^ ; in general the rottenness of matter, and 
the epigrammatic unquiet gpraoiosity of manner in this thing, and its 
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elaborately mbuman tiixa botb of expression and of tbought, are visible 
cbaracteristics of it. Thought^ we said^ — if thought it can be called: 
thought aU hamstrung, shrivelled by inveterate rheumatism, on the 
part of the poor ill-thriven thinker ; nay tied (so to speak, for he is of 
epigrammatic turn withal), as by cross ropes, right shoulder to left foot ; 
and forced to advance, hobbling and jerking along, in that sad guise : 
not in the way of walk, but of saltation and dance ; and this towards 
a false not a true aim, rather nowhither than somewhither : — Here were 
features leading one to think of an illustrious Prince de Ligne as perhaps 
concerned in the affair. The Bibliographical Dictionaries, producing 
no evidence, name quite another person, or series of persons,^ highly 
unmemorable otherwise. Whereupon you proceed to said other person’s 
acknowledged Works (as they are called) ; and find there a style bearing 
no resemblance whatever ; and are left in a dubious state, if it were of 
any moment. In the absence of proof, I am unwilling to charge his 
Highness de Ligne with such an action ; and indeed am little careful to 
be acquainted with the individual who did it, who could and would do 
it. A Prince of Coxcombs I can discern him to have been ; capable of 
shining in the eyes of insincere foolish persons, and of doing detriment 
to them, not benefit; a man without reverence for truth or human 
excellence ; not knowing in fact what is true from what is false, what is 
excellent from what is sham-excellent and at the top of the mode ; an 
apparently polite and knowing man, but intrinsically an impudent, dark 
and merely modish-insolent man ; — ^who, if he fell-in with Ehadamanthus 
on his travels, would not escape a horse-whipping. Him we will willingl;^ 
leave to that beneficial chance, which indeed seems a certain one sooner 
or later ; and address ourselves to consider the theory itself, and the facts 
it pretends to be grounded on. 

^As to the theory, I must needs say, nothing can be falser, more 
heretical or more damnable. My own poor opinion, and deep conviction 
on that subject is well known, this long while. And, in fact, the 
summary of all I have believed, and have been trying as I could to teach 
mankind to believe again, is even that same opinion and conviction, 
applied to aU provinces of things. Alas, in this his sad theory about 
the world, our poor impudent Pamphleteer is by no means singular at 
present ; nay rather he has in a manner the whole practical part of 
mankind on his side just now ; the more is the pity for us all I — 

^ It is very certain, if Beelzebub made this world, our Pamphleteer, 
and the huge portion of mankind that follow him, are right. But if God 

^ A certain * N. de Bonneville * (afterwards a Revolutionary spirituaI*mounte- 
bank, for some time) is now the favourite Name ; — proves, on investigation^ to be 
an impossible one. Barbier {Dicticnnaire des Anonymes)^ in a helpless doubting 
manner, pves still others. 
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made tlie world ; and only leads Beelzebub, as some ugly muzzled bear 
is led, a longer or shorter temporary dance in this divine world, and 
always draws him home again, and peels the unjust gains off hina, and 
ducks him in a certain hot Lake, with sure intent to lodge him there to 
all eternity at last, — ^then our Pamphleteer, and the huge portion of 
mankind that follow him, are wrong. 

^ More I will not say ; being indeed quite tired of speaking on that 
subject. Not a subject which it concerns me to speak of ; much as it 
concerns me, and all men, to know the truth of it, and silently in every 
hour and moment to do said truth. As indeed the sacred voice of their 
own soul, if they listen, will conclusively admonish all men ; and truly 
if it do not, there will be little use in my logic to them. For my own 
share, I want no trade with men who need to be convinced of that fact. 
If I am in their premises, and discover such a thing of them, I will quit 
their premises ; if they are in mine, I wiR, as old Samuel advised, count my 
spoons. Ingenious gentlemen who believe that Beelzebub made this 
world, are not a class of gentlemen I can get profit from. Let them keep 
at a distance, lest mischief fall out between us. They are of the set 
deserving to be called, — and this not in the way of profane swearing, but 
of solemn wrath and pity, I say of vixtuous anger and inexorable reprobation, 
— ^the damned set. For, in very deed, they are doomed and damned, by 
Nature’s oldest Act of Parliament, they, and whatsoever thing they do or 
say or think ; unless they can escape from that devil-element. Which I 
still hope they may ! — 

^ But with regard to the facts themselves, noire maison/* I take 
leave to say, they too are without basis of truth. They are not so false 
as the theory, because nothing can in falsity quite equal that. JS^otre 
Tnaison/* this Pamphleteer may learn, if he please to make study and 
inquiry before speaking, did not rise by worship of Beelzebub at all in 
this world ; but by a quite opposite line of conduct. It rose, in fact, by 
the course which all, except fools, stockjobber stags, cheating gamblers, 
forging Pamphleteers and other temporary creatures of the damned sort, 
have found from of old to be the one way of permanently rising : by 
steady service, namely, of the Opposite of Beelzebub. By conforming to 
the Laws of this Universe ; instead of tiying by pettifogging to evade and 
profitably contradict them. The HohenzoUerns too have a History still 
articulate to the human mind, if you search sufficiently; and tiis is 
what, even with some emphasis, it wOl teach us concerning their adven- 
tures, and achievements of success in the field of life. Resist the Devil, 
good reader, and he will flee from you T — 

So ends onr indignant friend. 

How the HohenzoUerns got their big Territories, and came 
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worst war was with Pommern, — just claims disputed therCs 
and much confused bickering, sieging and harassing in con- 
secjuence : of which quarrel we must speak anon. It was he 
who first built the conspicuous Schloss or Palace at Berlin, 
having got the ground for it (same ground still covered 
by the actual fine Edifice, which is a second edition of Fried- 
rich'’s) from the repentant Burghers; and took up his chief 
residence thered 

But his principal achievement in Brandenburg History is 
his recovery of the Province called the Neumark to that Elec- 
torate. In the thriftless Sigismund times, the Neumark had 
been pledged, had been sold ; Teutsch Ritterdom, to whose 
dominions it lay contiguous, had purchased it with money 
down. The Teutsch Ritters were fallen moneyless enough 
since then ; they offered to pledge the Neumark to Fried- 
rich, who accepted, and advanced the sum . after a while the 
Teutsch Ritters, for a small farther sum, agreed to sell Neu- 
mark.^ Into which Transaction, with its dates and circum- 
stances, let us cast one glance, for our behoof afterwards. 
The Teutsch Ritters were an opulent domineering Body in 
Sigismund’s early time ; but they are now come well down 
in Friedrich ii.’s ! And are coming ever lower. Sinking 
steadily, or with desperate attempts to rise, which only in- 
crease the speed downwards, ever since that fatal Tannen- 
berg Business, 15th July 1410. Here is the sad progress 
of their descent to the bottom ; divided into three stages 
or periods : 

" Period First is of Thirty years : 1410 - 1440 . A peace with Poland 
soon followed that Defeat of Tannenberg; humiliating peace, witli 
mulct in money, and slightly in territory, attached to it. Wliich. again 
was soon followed by war, and ever again ; each new peace more Immili- 
ating than its foregoer. Teutsch Order is steadily sinking,— into debt, 
among other things ; driven to severe finance-measures (ultimately even 
to debase its coin”), which produce irritation enough. Poland is 
gradually edging itself into the territories and the interior troubles of 
Freussen ; prefatory to greater operatio ns that lie ahead there. 

1 1442-1451 (Nicolai, i. 81). ^ Michaelis, i. 301. 
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^ Second Fenod, of Fourteen years. So it had gone on^ from had to 
worse, till 1440 ; when the general population^ through its Heads, the 
Landed Gentry and the Towns, wearied out with fiscal and other op* 
pressions from its domineering Ritterdom brought now to such a pinch, 
began eyerywhere to stir themselves into vocal complaint Complaint 
emphatic enough: “Where will you find a man that has not suffex'ed 
injury in his rights, perhaps in his person ? Our friends they have 
invit^ as guests, and under show of hospitality have murdered them. 
Men, for the sake of their beautiful wives, have been thrown into the 
river like dogs," — and enough of the like sort.^ No want of complaint, 
nor of complainants : Town of Thorn, Town of Dantzig, Kulm, all 
manner of Towns and Baronages, proceeded now to form a JBund^ or 
general Covenant for complaining; to repugn, in hotter and hotter 
form, against a domineering Ritterdom, with back so broken ; in fine, 
to colleague with Poland, — ^what was most ominous of all. Baronage, 
Burgherage, they were German mostly by blood, and by culture were 
wholly German ; but preferred Poland to a Teutsch Ritterdom of that 
nature. Nothing but brabblings, scufdings, objurgations ; a great out- 
break ripening itself. Teutsch Ritterdom has to hire soldiers ; no money 
to pay them. It was in these sad years that the Teutsch Ritterdom, 
Mien moneyless, offered to pledge the Neumark to our Kurfurst ; 1444, 
that operation was consummated. ^ All this goes on, in hotter and hotter 
form, for ten years longer. 

^Period Third begins, early in 1454, with an important special cata- 
strophe; and ends, in the Thirteenth year after, with a still more 
important universal one of the same nature. Prussian Bund, or Anti- 
Oppression Covenant of the Towns and Landed Gentry, rising in tem- 
perature for fourteen years at this rate, reached at last the igniting 
point, and burst into fire. February 4th, 1454, the Town of Thorn, 
darling first-cluld of Teutsch Ritterdom,— child 223 years old at this 
time,3and grown very big, and now very angry,— suddenly took its old 
parent by the throat, so to speak, and hurled him out to the dogs ; to 
the extraneous Polacks first of all. Town of Thorn, namely, sent that 
day its “Letter of Renunciation ” to the Hochmeister over at Marien- 


express manifesto, but one 


1 Yoigt, vii. 747 ; quoting, evidently, not an 
maiffifecttued by the old Chroniclers. 

* Pauli, ii 187 ,— -does not name the sum, 

» < Fended 1231 , as a wooden Burg, just across the river, on the Heathen 
n^y roTOd the stem of an immense old Oak that grew handy there,-^ 
Sr (Wdchsel). to fly to our own side if iite ovi*. 

** Town’srAnns of Thom. See 
107 ; quoting Dusbuig (a Priest of the Order) 
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burg* ; seized in a day or two more tbe Hoclimeister*s Official Envoys^ 
Dignitaries of tbe Order ; led tbem through the streets^ amid universal 
storm of execrations, bootings and unclean projectiles, straight to jail ; 
and besieged the Hocbmeister's Burg (Bastille of Thorn, with a few 
Bitters in it), all the artillery and all the throats and hearts of the place 
raging deliriously upon it. So that the poor Ritters, who had no chance 
in resisting, were in few days obliged to surrender ; ^ had to come out 
in bare jerkin ; and Thom ignominiously dismissed them into space 
forevermore, — ^with actual kicks,” I have read in some Books, though 
others veil that sad feature. Thorn threw out its old parent in this 
manner ; swore fealty to the King of Poland ; and invited other Towns 
and Knightages to follow the example. To which all were willing, 
wherever able. 

^ War hereupon, which blazed up over Preussen at large, — ^Prussian 
Covenant and King of Poland versus Teutsch Ritterdom, — and lasted 
into Ihe thirteenth year, before it could go out again ; out by lack of 
fuel mainly. One of the fellest wars on record, especially for burning 
and ruining; above ^^300,000 fighting-men ” are calculated to have 
perished in it ; and of towns, villages, farmsteads, a cipher which makes 
the fancy, as it were, black and ashy altogether. Ritterdom showed no 
lack of fighting energy ; but that could not save it, in the pass things 
were got-to. Enormous lack of wisdom, of reality and human veracity, 
there had long been ; and the hour was now come. Finance went out, 
to the last coin. Large mercenary armies all along ; and in the end not 
the colour of money to pay them with ; mercenaries became desperate ; 

besieged the Hochmeister and his Ritters in Marienhurg * ; — finally 
sold the Country they held ; formally made it over to the King of Poland, 
to get their pay out of it. Hochmeister had to see such things, and say 
li+tle. Peace, or extinction for want of fuel, came in the year 1466. 
Poland got to itself the whole of that fine German Country, henceforth 
called West Preussen ” to distinguish it, which goes from the left bank 
of the Weichsel to the borders of Brandenburg and Neumark would 
have got Neumark too, had not Kurfurst Friedrich been there to save it. 
The Teutsch Order had to go across the Weichsel, ignominiously driven ; 
to content itself with East Preussen,” the Konigsherg-Memel country, 
and even to do homage to Poland for that. Which latter was the bitterest 
danse of all : but it could not be helped, more than the others. In this 
manner did its revolted children fling out Teutsch Ritterdom ignomini- 
ously to the dogs, to the Polacks, first of all, — Thorn, the eldest child, 
leading off or setting the example.’ 


^ 8th February 1454, says Voigt (viii. 361) ; i6th, says Kohler {MumMusti* 
gungen^ xxii no). 
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And so the Teutsch Ritters are sunk beyond retrieval ; 
and West Preussen, called subsequently ^ Royal Preussen,’ 
not baling homage to pay as the ^ Ducal ’ or East Preussen 
had, is German no longer, but Polish, Sclavic ; not prosper- 
ing by the change.^ And all that fine German country, 
reduced to rebel against its unwise parent, was cut away by 
the Polish sword, and remained with Poland, which did not 
prove very wise either; till — ^till, in the Year 1773, it was 
cut back by the German sword ! All readers have heard of 
the Partition of Poland ; but of the Partition of Preussen, 
307 years before, all have not heard. 

It was in the second year of that final tribulation, marked 
above as Period Third, that the Teutsch Ritters, famishing 
for money, completed the Neumark transaction with Kurfurst 
Friedrich ; Neumark, already pawned to him ten years before, 
they in 1455, for a small farther sum, agreed to sell ; and 
he, long carefully steering towards such an issue, and dex- 
trously keeping out of the main broil, failed not to buy. 
Friedrich could thenceforth, on his own score, protect the 
Neumark ; keep up an invisible but impenetrable wall be- 
tween it and the neighbouring anarchic conflagrations of 
thirteen years ; and the Neumark has ever since remained 
with Brandenburg, its original owner. 


As to Friedrich’s Pomeranian quarrel, this is the figure of 
it. Here is a scene from Rentsch, which falls-out in Fried- 
rich’s time ; and which brought much battling and broiling 
to him and his. Symbolical withal of much that befell in 
Brandenburg, from first to last. Under the Hohenzollems as 
before, Brandenburg grew by aggregation, by assimilation ; 
ami we see here how difficult the process often was. 

Pommem {Ponieranm), long Wendish, but peaceably so 


^What lW had sunk to, out of its palmy state, see in Nanke’s Wan- 
durtk Preussen (Hamburg and Altona, 1800), ii. 177.200 -—a 

mmghcij and gemahly, to read with thanks whatever is i^t 
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since the time of Albert the Bear, and growing ever more 
German, had, in good part, according to Friedrich’s notion, if 
there were force in human Treaties and Imperial Laws, fallen 
fairly to Brandenburg, — that is to say, the half of it, Stettin- 
Pommern had fairly fallen, — ^in the year 1464, when Duke 
Otto of Stettin, the last Wendish Duke, died without heirs. 
In that case by many bargains, some with bloody crowns, it 
had been settled. If the Wendish Dukes died out, the country 
was to fall to Brandenburg ; — and here they were dead. ^ At 
Duke Otto’s burial, accordingly, in the High Church of Stettin, 
when the coffin was lowered into its place, the Stettin Biirger- 
meister, Albrecht Glinde, took sword and helmet, and threw 
the same into the grave, in token that the Line was extinct. 
But Franx von Eichsted,’ apparently another Burgher instructed 
for the nonce, ^jumped into the grave, and picked them out 
again ; alleging, No, the Dukes of JFbZ^a^if-Pommern were of 
kin ; these tokens we must send to his Grace at Wolgast, with 
offer of our homage, said Franz von Eichsted.’ And sent 
they were, and accepted by his Grace. And perhaps half-a- 
score of bargains, with bloody crowns to some of them ; and 
yet other chances, and centuries, with the extinction of new 
Lines, — had to supervene, before even Stettin-Pommern, and 
that in no complete state, could be got.^ As to Pommern at 
large, Pommern not denied to be due, after such extinction and 
re-extinction of native Ducal Lines, did not fall home for 
centuries more; and what struggles and inextricable armed- 
litigations there were for it, readers of Brandenburg-History 
too wearisomely know. The process of assimilation not the 
least of an easy one ! — 

This Friedrich was second son : his Father’s outlook for 
him had, at first, been towards a Polish Princess and the crown 
of Poland, which was not then so elective as afterwards : and 

^ Rentsch, p. no (whose printer has put his date awry) ; Steixzel (i. 233) calls 
the man ^ Lotem Eikstetteh, a resolnte Gentleman.* 

* 164S, by Treaty of Westphalia. 

VOL. L M 
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to liothiiig, thu y»«»n^ IVitKWW liatinjj ; ao ikta I’riwlrich 
caiimlttnin!; mrti'ly of ihi’ !S>5s»h muj ,|f 

what toiiaita llw Ik**! him, wliu Ji wm- r*«wii|rraliir, 
Aiid now, ill tlir himk alul*-, .tohmin. *»h*j *»! ii!h> li»«r j . ,| 
well ill fimrtiml lifr, iirnl l.alrii to AhlK inv . am! »«.» t«»r 
with fniiiiili** rihI »}ir*tila*imni, fo a dr-j-ni' tJi*l 
<jne»ti«iial*l«?, Fathi-f Frmiru h, (itmfon', )ut<i to mlrrfrrtr, ami 
d«l with t!»i» SIhImuhi tlw Ah-hnaiti * {Juh*iwy» Jlh/muitt, 
m thfl Ihwka atiil mtm Him); whii juyaUy rrmmum! tlw 
El«tor*»hi|», at hi# l*a!lirr’» hi«yin|«, in f«»osir nf f ! ; 

llaiiMitli (tattar lialf «f llw *1* ? ) far 

ajwmigi*; will tlww }»*•«*■ f-sSFi ami MiWimatwl at 

linwn'tittit i thi* • '..i ijirm Iwini; an watipr ami 

fitter fiir n t" Hw. A thmi llmihw, Altwrt 

by name, got A;;-,! .A., mt Uw Falimr'a ; vmv 

«}mhl« to do any lighting llitw might Iw mxmiuu tor, in 
Culmimdi, 

A» to the it waa now ihoMi. al3 Iwf ih,. ’FiUd, 

Hie Kwt hViiilrifli, i»mw ha waa g«»| in )n, i<;|r»'t,»r, wiimly 
fwrtmi witli it. Ilw rimt Friwirirh fmiml hi* ?" ‘ tiaii 
ifti‘itt!fiil!y n«J ilnltis* tor him, ami timt lht« of liw i: * 
riiip h«l WIeii iniwtly ohaolato ; m W whl it In tlw* Sofu- 
Imiffiwi toraiwiwdi •»«» : «miy ih# I* amj Tsrriliwtoi 

aw twtoiiiadi In that Ahtmt whhli |<a*, ami their 

foutlaj diitiiw, hmiinkrim amt tolla, with a hUgwH# 

Hhrnl»rg for li- tlmiw at fanglh m« ■ 

ansagh. But Altort tim thin! Ilralher, m-wr at 

of idi that } ami noOiiiig of it toll iu 4n|»a«i • way, 
llm gtaal Alrlmwiat -f .. i 

poor niitn. m* tmm fmm Mmr hk FVtodWdhi 

^ t%U:hLh, with hii |f«,» ‘IWih md 

mil till in-.L 1*1 ^ ^ , ill I, 

* i#li HawMiMt l|% 
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The manner of his end was peculiar. In that War with 
Pommern^ he sat besieging a Pomeranian town, Uckermiinde 
the name of it : when at dinner one day, a cannon-ball plunged 
down upon the table/ with such a crash as we can fancy ; — 
which greatly confused the nerves of Friedrich ; much injured 
his hearing, and even his memory thenceforth. In a few 
months afterwards he resigned, in favour of his Successor; 
retired to Plassenburg, and there died in about a year more. 


CHAPTER IV 

KUEFURST ALBERT ACHILLES, AND HIS SUCCESSOR 

Neither Friedrich nor Johann left other than daughters ; 
so that the united Heritage, Brandenburg and Culmbach both, 
came now to the third Brother, Albert ; who has been in 
Culmbach these many years already. A tall, fiery, tough old 
gentleman, of formidable talent for fighting, who was called 
the ^Achilles of Germany'" in his day; being then a very 
blazing far-seen character, dim as he has now grown. ^ This 
Albert Achilles was the Third Elector ; Ancestor he of all the 
Brandenburg and Culmbach Hohenzollem Princes that have 
since figured in the world. After him there is no break or 
shift in the succession, down to the little Friedrich now born ; 
— ^Friedrich the old Grandfather, first Kmg^ was the Twelfth 
Kmfuret, 

We have to say, they followed generally in their Ancestors’ 
steps, and had success of the like kind, more or less ; Hohen-* 
zollems all of them, by character and behaviour as well as by 
descent. No lack of quiet energy, of thrift, sound sense. 
There was likewise solid fairplay in general, no founding of 
yourself on ground that will not carry ; — and there was instant, 
gentle but inexorable, crushing of mutiny, if it showed itself ; 
which, after the Second Elector, or at most the Third, it had 

^ Micfaaelis, i 303. f Bora 1414; Kurfurst 1471-86. 



1«0 IIOIIl'N^HJ.KUNH IN IIU W lU'AIH 'Ht; 

altogHher mwHl l« tj». Yutiiii* rni'iliuh u., ujuin ulmuj 
thowu Ifcrlin Biiri^ht-rs hml trird to ilo-,.- tln ir liil }»• 

should sign wtiiH' ‘ < 'ajutidMi ton ' (o (ii. u juin.l. ;:n) ii.nn tln-iii, 
and not »|uiio in ilMniiiioiir, thut iiiui.o • N,»t thu 

Iwtst 0 , NttM* oi'WftX, tliiH ! No ii *■ iHiH'.; hi ll, thi n !' — 
whifli, with tlio hitiiioti; (ilffirln’*l to i*. i. i' < ii 'viidtoiirnl *»f 
I'Vkdrirh anti thcsi* liohi-uAiih-i'u ■■ .>u o Aih il, h)< 

Brother, had ph'intv of lighting in hi-, tint*' init i! vm. ii, thi* 
NondiiTg and otin r didant ogtoin; no If'ht iig. or himlly 
liny, nml«! in lirmideidmrg h. nr. f.u ih. 

With NiindMTg, anti fin* IN llni ' ' > thi o-, iksw tvhi*n 

a new gfiifrnfioii In'giui to tug at the loi. i- i luoim nf Oi tt 
Bargain with Friwlrirh i„ ami all for ’tow n . w. n going high 
ujxin their [>rivi!cgi NDart had at onr tiin*' nnuh trotihle, 
luitl at length lU'tunt furiona War ; olhir I’na* 'iaiwns 
I'oniifeuaneing aiitl aasiatilig NurnU rg m tlm idfair ; iiMinertitia 
i»tty Frinaw, feudal lands of tiu- urinitv, doing the like l»v 
Albert. IVenly yeait. ago, all llii»; and i3 did im! las!, mj 
furious was it ‘ Kight lieioriw,* ti« v eouijt on Allart's jinrt, 
— furious suewsjsfitl skirinisln-., nd! tlii in ; m oin* of ahn h. I 
renieinhcr, Alfierl |dtingisi in nlonr, hi* Itillfi'* l» mg rather 
i*hy I and laid ahuut iiim hugely, hiOiging hy a staiHlaril he 
had taken, till his life wa« neailv la'iiU-n oul,‘ l■.ight eictorii's ; 
and also one defeat, whmnn AUmrt got * ’ ami hml to 

raiisoin hiiaself. 'llio cajdor wa» oi»< Kmw of K. T n. 
the Niimterg hirtsi (Jenrml at the inoe ; a man k„»wii hi 
some readers for his .Stealing of the .Saion Frio. - /• - nd, 

they odl it); a feat which taisl K iii« }ib Iswui.^ A 1 tort I 
lu>wevri\ ifi |to Elicit lyi Im wiw fi|i| Im iln ; mtd ||ii| 

Mi NlIrfilwrgiTi lh«J tci ■ ...t*;- fn, t,.,. y 

la hk mrl| \m Imd ftitiglil agiiln*! Jtiiliriiikiiw 

'iad 0tli®iW| iii Ht^ w&n mnrti t .sr •«. - a., a,|| 

Moiigi iti^ tliow atot4nii«j uniAtl lih Iff ilp^ .yliittriiiii 

Howe with it* detmaleitdea ; atai ddh-, heifa-d Dm 

* 1*49 {RentscJi, p. 399). 

• (Liwdos, ttt. i 
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Kaiser, — Friedricli iii., rather a weakish, but an eager and 
greedy Kaiser,^ — through most of them. That inextricable 
Hungarian-Bohemian-Polish Domiyhrook (so we may call it) 
which Austria had on hand, one of Sigismund^s bequests to 
Austria ; distressingly tumultuous Donnybrook, which goes 
from 1440 to 1471, fighting in a fierce confused manner; — 
the Anti-Turk Hunniades, the Anti- Austrian Corvinus, the 
royal Majesties George Podiebrad, Ladislaus PosthumuSy 
Ludwig Ohne Haut (Ludwig No-Shin)y and other Ludwigs, 
Ladislauses and Vladislauses, striking and getting struck at 
such a rate : — ^Albert was generally what we may call chief- 
constable in all that ; giving a knock here and then one there, 
in the Kaiseris name.’^ Almost from boyhood, he had learned 
soldiering, which he had never afterwards leisure to forget. 
Great store of fighting he had, — say half a century of it, off 
and on, during the seventy and odd years he lasted in this 
world. With the Donnybrook we spoke of ; with the Niirn- 
bergers ; with the Dukes of Bavaria (endless bickerings with 
these Dukes, Ludwig Beardy^ Ludwig SuperbuSy Ludwig 
Gihbosus or Hunchback, against them and about them, on his 
own and the Kaiseris score) ; also with the French, already 
clutching at Lorraine ; also with Charles the Rash of Bur- 
gundy; — lastly with the Bishop of Bamberg, who got him 
excommunicated and M'^ould not bury the dead. 

Kurfiirst Alberts Letter on this last emergency, to his 
Vicegerent in Culmbach, is a famed Piece still extant (date 
1481);^ and his plan in such emergency, is a simple and 
likely one : ^ CiiiTy the dead bodies to the Parson’s house ; 
let him see whether he will not bury them by and by ! — One 
must fence-off the Devil by the Holy Cross,’ says Albert, — 
appeal to Heaven with what honest mother-wit Heaven has 
vouchsafed one, means Albert. ‘ These fellows’ (the Priests), 
continues he, ^ would fain have the temporal sword as well as 

^ Hormayr, ii, 138, 140 (§ Bunyady Corvin ) ; Rentsch, pp. 389-422 5 
Michaelis, i. 304-13. 

^ Rentsch, p. 409. 
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Ihft Kjiirilutil. If.'ul CIihI wivlinl Un-tr -ImiiUt }n- <ni!v tit»* 
Bwoni, he «‘i>u!i! Iinvi- I'oiilriu-*! Jluit iw w»!! tlic t«ij. 
He mm*!y tiiil »»t wiuii for iiili'lliTt {#> tmr ^ttr riu tmjrr 
Mimn)'~-^mmi of hitelli'i't it rli-erly »»w not * {« sh«irt, 

they JhmI to l>nrv the th-mJ, mid d«» nitron ; «»itt AUm tI 
IwHtietl liinwlf well rlear of thi* broil, le* he hwl ibote of 
ownj. 

IMtle ejjoHj^h, j««jr iimn. with »t<e} mnl o!hri v.. 

we we be iliii it with «hiir|« in<iiji»h!, I'ootl foritrt,-4 ; 
HOW «i»l then in n wildly leonine or rO/io/mr nnunier. A 
tail hook-nuwri nnut, of lean, »tbarj«, mt her tni ilnin aBjwel ; 
HOW and hwk are very* «»jniline ; nnd there i« n rlondv 
aorrow in those obi eyi«*. whirh wmiw eajuddi? of sudden 
efTalgenre to a tlaneeroie. extent. He was n eon»i*ier«h!e 
dipkntmtist tt«) : very great with the Kaiwr, old hWierirh in. 
(Max's father, ('harles v.’« l»ifat41miMif«ther| ;* and uimun****! 
many things for him. Maiiagnl tn get the ’to ' r to',, ’v 
Heiras of tlie Netherlands and Ion/!;; It, ; i,f th,a 

dharles the Hrtsh, with her Smenteen l*ri»vinre!i, for ^Jax,* 
-—who was thought th»-i',‘!!j„,,, j,y h.ivb, t«» 1 m< the 
luckiest man alive ; thongli the ima> rontrailietwl it Iw'fiw 
long. 

ICmfuimt Aliwrt diwl in 1 4«fi. Mairh tl.agwl seventy- 
two. It was sjHjie months after ikiswortli I’ight, where wir 
Crookwl llichanl g«»l his quietus hew in I!:: d .nd ainl 

the Waw of the Hoses to their finale : a little rhnlihy liny, 

the son of poor fmreiil* at Kislelsen in Saxony, Martin 
Lutticr tte name of liini, wan looking into this alettrtna* Ifni, 
versrf, with those stmiigi- eyes of his, in wliat miigli wwollcn 
or Hnsey .woolM-y short'clothw we do not know.* 

* How sdnini^ AUwtt U, nta to mf • slmoM lUvsn*," m iH« KsOm’i o»#m 
S soretsry, o{I}>.ranuthec! Mne»M Sylvias, sAfrwitds «i« iwtily 

(pp, 401, sas) J ygnest's eul.’^m sad jj*iMj|al#s 

riei Tfuftfih'ru, I conclade, thmtKh no btsdf h imiwwl). Oily 
tn Ws own yming ytsr* and ia Alt-jn’s pnw#. Ii».| .d ««,,«« of ihls 

♦miracle* of Arms aw! Art,—‘a*«le* a»t| • sIb„„j djo«»/ u, ,,,r*s,. 

*47y» • lloia lelb tiowsab** * 10 $. 
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Alb rt’* luin-mt wjw vi ry jKirtiul ; I 5 m' Kiumt hiniht if, mu! 
nil Ihr cif tin* !}ii’! miii Uiitli liiiu from 

Frunkfuf ! 1 «* hi™ hw»t jiimt*, uimiy tiiili s t*f imil. For 

}ir liiit! i»t tl)i» IHi*!, ill Frmikfort oil Muyn ; finving fallrn i!I 
then’ wlii!i* t>H»v, ja-rtmjM t»«» luity for that, nff\ in !ho 
hiirnli njiriiijj »rnlhrr, olirtiiig IViint* Masimilinn f* liniy 
Mrtiij' win* will l»i’ Ktti«T tm» Imfom Ions, nnd in ttln'wly dii'p 
ill *// link, iiitgiiH! mnl olhrr!) to !»« King of tlie liomaiw. 
'riio nil! Knin'r h«i! • li«»kw! in on liim itt Omilidim’h' (Aiw- 
jKirh)* him! lirinight him along ; «ich a man «»ultl not 1 » 
wonting on »ui*h on iMmsion. A man who ‘jirrhiij^ did 
morn for tlw tliiriiwm F.iiijiiw thou for tho Fliwtorato of 
Jlrmid' Mltus'i.',’ hint i*om«. 'llw Koinor himwif, Fri«lrirh in., 
WAS now gutting old ; aritioMa to nw Miix netnim, and to wt 
hi# Iwrtt**' in onier. A jwmcwhat anjtioMu, mmky, flii .i- n.-li d, 
iiidrwUiAi old Kaiw;* di tin'*;!!! hn! by Id# lijcfe in gutting 
Ma* (to jtnividiil for. and lnii th« 8 uwnt»« Frovimt® of 
tilt* NVthrriHtid# tt» liit tlottw. Ho i# tlio tint of tin* 
burg KaWr* who bad what Imw ninut) t»wj« calhsl tho * Awtrian 
li|*'-.- plot', !i t juw. with hvAvy lip didticlinwl to abut. 

Ilo got it from hi# Moitwri and |}0(|UfiAth«tl it in a niiurkud 
niAnncr; hi# |io<it»*rily to thi* day huAring tm«i of it 
Moihur‘11 tiai«« wmi ( ‘ts(i!iui^d'‘» * F«li#h l*rin«*is, ‘Ihike of 
Maunnk’# d«»ightor‘s » Wy who liml ftomulhing of ti» 
MtmlitiM-ht in hur, in rlmntrluT «« woU «* mouth — In old 
Albert, tlw* jnior oh! Kaiiwr hn# lost Id* right lumti j and no 
donht mn#*» wtlly a# he ride# in the funemi jnoi >* . .i».)t. 

Altwrt i# lniri*#l at H«il»hrorm in Fmnkimlnnd, among hit 
Anri-#} or#, Iniriid In Mraiidenlang not yet <»mmon for th^ 
new ItirfUr*'!# '.-—hi* ukull, In an aftw-timt, imw! to li® ihoirn 
thero, laii! on tJbe lid of tho tomhj idtuil nmmlloiM for 
•trengtli, and ‘ tor having no vWye iutewm,’ *ay» Ifoo'tach, 
Fioiw Hrnndwditirg Oltiiidify at langth fw»t an ©ml to that 
iiiwl rwlordi thoakullto it* plaw,-- *imurv«lk»u* 

» SStwKnhkf iA I93*40t{ H. tie.) f« » 

icmitM of hlw. 
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enough, with what had once dwelt in it, whether it had 
sutures or not. 

Johann the Cicero is Fourth Kurfilrst, ami leaves Tteo 
notahh Sons 

Albert’s eldest Son, the Fourth Kurfiirst, was Johannes 
Cicero (1486-1499): Johannes was his natural name, to 
which the epithet ‘ Cicero of Germany (Cicero Germanice)' 
was added by an admiring public. He had commonly 
administered the Electorate during his Father’s absences ; and 
done it with credit to himself. He was an active man, nowise 
deficient as a Governor ; creditably severe on highway robbers, 
for one thing, — destroys you ‘ fifteen baronial robber-towers’ 
at a stroke ; was also concmned in the Hungarian-Bohemian 
DonnyhrooTc, and did that also well. But nothing struck a 
discerning public like the talent he had for .speaking. Spoke 
‘ four hours at a stretch in Kaiser Mas’s Diets, in elegantly- 
flowing Latin’ ; with a fair share of meaning, too ; — and had 
bursts of parliamentary eloquence in him that wore astonish- 
ing to hear. A tall, square-headed man, of erect, cheerfully 
composed aspect, head flung rather back if anything: his 
bursts of parliamentary eloquence, once glorious as the day, 
procured him the name ‘Johannes dcero' ; and that is what 
remains of them : for they are sunk now, irrctricviihlc he and 
they, into the belly of eternal Night ; the final resting-place, 

I do perceive, of much Ciccarmiian ware in this vrold. Ap- 
parently he had, like some of his Ifesceadants, what wwild 
now be called ‘ distinguished literary talents,’ — insignificant to 
mankind and us. I find he was 'likawise called Jer Ckom, 
‘John the Great' ; but on investigation it provw to be irwe 
‘ John the Big, a name coming frbia his taR stature and 
ultimate fatness of body. 

For the rest, he left his family well off, connected with 
high Potentates all around 5 and had increased his stow^ to a 
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fair degree, in liis time. Besides his eldest Son who followed 
as Elector, by name Joachim i., a burly gentleman of whom 
much is written in Books, he left a second Son, Archbishop 
of Magdeburg, who in time became Archbishop of Mainz 
and Cardinal of Holy Church,^ — and by accident got to be 
forever memorable in Church-History, as we shall see anon. 
Archbishop of Mainz means withal Kur-Mainz^ Elector of 
Mainz ; who is Chief of the Seven Electors, and as it were 
their President or ^Speaker.’ Albert was the name of this 
one ; his elder Brother, the then Kur-Brandenburg, was called 
Joachim. Cardinal Albert Kur-Mainz, like his brother 
Joachim Kur-Brandenburg, figures much, and blazes widely 
abroad, in the busy reign of Karl v., and the inextricable 
Lutheran-Papal, Turk-Christian business it had. 

But the notable point in this Albert of Mainz was that of 
Leo X. and the Indulgences.^ Pope Leo had permitted 
Albert to retain his Archbishopric of Magdeburg and other 
dignities along with that of Mainz ; which was an unusual 
favour. But the Pope expected to be paid for it, — to have 
30,000 ducats (15,000Z.), almost a King’s ransom at that 
time, for the ^Pallium’ to Mainz; Pallium^ or little Bit of 
woollen Cloth, on sale by the Pope, without which Mainz 
could not be held. Albert, with all his dignities, was dread- 
fully short of money at the time. Chapter of Mainz could 
or would do little or nothing, having been drained lately ; 
Magdeburg, Halberstadt, the like. Albert tried various 
shifts ; tried a little stroke of trade in relics, — gathered in 
the Mainz district ‘ some hundreds of fractional sacred bones, 
and three whole bodies,’ which he sent to Halle for pious 
purchase; — but nothing came of this branch. The 15,000^. 
remained unpaid ; and Pope Leo, building St. Peter’s, ‘ fur- 

^ Ulrich von Hutten’s grand ‘ Panegyric ’ upon this Albert on his first Entrance 
into Mainz (9th October 1514), — * entrance with a retinue of 2000 horse, mainly 
furnished by the Brandenburg and Culmbach kindred,* say the old Books, — is in 
XJlrkhi ab Sutien Equitis G&rmani Optra (Milnch’s edition ; Berlin, 1821), i. 
276-310. 

^ Pauli, V. 496.499 ; Rentsch, p. 869. 
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iHslnn*^ a sister's ami duin;- \\i)V c th;:i ■, , ^ ..j** 

timl of il. Wlmi is to li»‘ <iohi' *l iw: !.] hw..;.r.i 

inoiioy iVuiu th<‘ Fu**;:;rrs nl A^;;; l':jr ■^ • llu- Ai-u 
hlshoj) Iiesilatiiif^iv ; M>u* tla^n - " 'I Ip I.‘ \ifn !<> 

ropay il!' saitl his { ; * (’ouKI it j tin* h ut ivt il, 
if onlv wu had (lait lh«‘y nlwny. iua!o* uuh < i 
lh<‘se llun«!;s) an huiui*i;t*tna‘ puh!i:-hf'd. iti ( i^'r^ua^l^ i Wud ; 
il; must he !"* aiisuensl Albert at. lu^h to f.iLr- He- 

(*Iaiu<nir on hiimelh aiul to do tho tVal ; 1?^ u. ^ ut h:;. u^! « uti 

for money* drawu tint his Ftdi Fovua, uhah^ au lu t 

Spiriltial Kurhird, he l>as tin* priuh-'u- {t» d^f ; luuuhud. ■. 
(151())om* Ttd/i'l t<ir (Ihir-f Sah ■nnin a Frit 1 uho .* Jj.ird 
lU'ss of mul shiitiat' ol head aurl li.oidv ^w‘ve I noun to 

him; and heri* is oia^ Ut»hen.atUrrn Ih'd he. a pUtu in 

History! Fotjr man, it was l^y necddvnf* a;e/l t'lom i’\.U^nir 
t ness for money* m» nn un^ u ^ioh n! I huvrli 

man; ho hat) himself inelinat'nmi ftnvard ■ [.udh r, < o n nf a 
praetieal sort, as tin* thinji;; went, on, Itui! tie r» uu n«* lt» lp 
for it, 

(nrdlnul Allua'l^ Kur'Main/* r.lune, Joimu-'f n eopituu.! 
dextrous ptihlie spt^nker at the Diets anti e:-., uln'r-e in hih'.-* 
times; a man intent; on avtridin.^j' \;nien! mf]l.u*d--. 
comfortably fat in his lati*ry ar., tt> jud.';e In flio Fwririul’'. 
K.ur-H>randt*n! HU’g, K nr- Main/., (the \ovni-:;--r iu»u **;!■. ! .div 
oven greater than the I’liha*), theN<* naue ^ ii.rre pu i j i*-t v 
turning uj) in the (iermnn Hidk-oirs of tifd iu:,d2on.. 

iVrital ; nlneni. on no great tas-auani ; and th+ v at Luu- 'do 
from ntnirl thr^ naanineh-sa lH*nd-roli of ,N,.uja ,. ue.-irr.uruirSv 
met with in such Books* emerge iota fur t-... m 

above* 
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CHAPTER V 

OF THE BAIEEUTH-ANSPACH BRANCH 

Albert Achilues the Third Elector had, before his acces- 
sion, been Margraf of Anspach, and since his Brother the 
Alchemist’s death, Margraf of Baireuth too, or of the whole 
Principality, — ‘Margraf of Culmbach’ we will call it, for 
brevity’s sake, though the bewildering old Books have not 
steadily any name for it.^ After his accession, Albert Achilles 
naturally held both Electorate and Principality during the 
rest of his life. Which was an extremely rare predicament 
for the two Countries, the big and the little. 

No other Elector held them both, for nearly a hundred 
years ; nor then, except as it were for a moment. The two 
countries. Electorate and Principality, Hohenzollem both, and 
constituting what the Hohenzollems had in this world, con- 
tinued intimately connected; with affinity and clientship 
carefully kept up, and the lesser standing always under the 
express protection and as it were cousinship of the greater. 
But they had their separate Princes, Lines of Princes ; and 
they only twice, in the time of these Twelve Electors, came 
even temporarily under the same head. And as to ultimate 
union, Brandenburg-Baireuth and Brandenburg- Anspach were 
not incorporated with Brandenburg-Proper, and its new 
fortunes, till almost our own day, namely in 1791 ; nor then 
either to continue; having fallen to Bavaria, in the grand 

1 A certain subaltern of this express title, ‘Mai^raf of Culmbach ’ (a Cadet, 
with some temporary apanage there, who was once in the service of him they 
call the Winter-King, and may again be transiently heard-of by ns here), is the 
altogether mysterious Personage who prints Mmself ‘Marquis de Lulenbach’ in 
Bromley’s ColUction of Royal Utters (London, 1787), pp. 52, etc. one of the 
most curious Books on the Thirty- Years War; ‘edited’ with a composed 
stupidity, and cheerful infinitude of ignorance, which still fartha distinguish it. 
The BromUy Originals, well worth a real editing, turn out, on inquiry, to have 
been ' sold as Autographs, and dispersed beyond recovery, about fifty years ago.’ 
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Congress of Vienna, within the next Five-and-twenty years. 
All which, with the complexities and perplexities resulting 
from it here, we must, in some brief way, endeavour to eluci- 
date for the reader. 


Two Lines in Culmhach or Baireuth-AnspcLch : The Gera 
Bond ^1598 

Culmhach the Elector left, at his death, to his Second Son, 
— ^properly to two sons, but one of them soon died, and the 
other became sole possessor; — ^Friedrich by name; who, as 
founder of the Elder Line of Brandenburg-Culmbach Princes, 
must not be forgotten by us. Founder of the First or Elder 
line, for there are two Lines ; this of Friedrich’s having 
gone out in about a hundred years; and the Anspach- 
Baireuth territories having fallen home again to Brandenburg ; 
— where, however, they continued only during the then 
Kurfiirst’s life. Johann George (1625-1598), Seventh Kur- 
fiirst, was he to whom Brandenburg-Culmbach fell home, — 
nay, strictly speaking, it was but the sure prospect of it that 
fell home, the thing itself did not quite fall in his time, 
though the disposal of it did,^ — ^to be conjoined again with 
Brandenburg-Proper. Conjoined for the short potential 
remainder of his own life ; and then to be disposed of as an 
apanage again ; — which latter operation, as Johann George 
had three-and-twenty children, could be no diflScult dhe. 

Johann George, accordingly (Year 1698), split the Territory 
in two ; Brandenburg-Baireuth was for his second son, iBranden- 
burg-Anspach for his third ; hereby again were two new pro- 
genitors of Culmbach Princes introduced, and a New Line, 
Second or ‘Younger line’ they call jt (Line mostly spUt in 
imOf as heretofore) ; which, — after complex adventures in its 
split condition, Baireuth under one head, Anspach under 
another,— continues active down to our little Fxite’s time and 

* ‘Disposal/ 1598 ; thing itself, 1603, in his Son^s time. 
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them one Province, lucky inheritance another : good manage- 
ment is always there, which is the mother of good luck. 

And so there goes on again, from Johann George down- 
w^ards, a new stream of Culmbach Princes called the Younger 
or New Line, — ^properly two contemporary Lines, of Bai- 
reuthers and Anspachers ; — always in close affinity to 
Brandenburg, and with ultimate reversion to Bi^andenburg, 
should both Lines fail ; but with mutual inheritance if only 
one. They had intricate fortunes, service in foreign armies, 
much wandering about, sometimes considerable scarcity of 
cash: but, for a hundred-and-fifty years to come, neither 
Line by any means failed, — ^rather the contrary, in fact. 

Of this latter or New Culmbach Line, or split Line especi- 
ally of the Baireuth part of it, our little Wilhelmina, little 
Fritz’s Sister, who became Margravine there, has given all the 
world notice. From the Anspach part of it (at that time in 
sore scarcity of cash) came Queen Caroline, famed in our 
George the Second’s time.^ From it too came an unmoment- 
ous Margraf, who married a little Sister of Wilhelmina’s and 
Fritz’s ; of whom we shall hear. There is lastly a still more 
unmomentous Margraf, only son of said Unmomentous and 
his said Spouse; who again combined the two Territories, 
Baireuth haying failed of heirs; and who, himself without 
heirs, and with a frail Lady Craven as Margravine, — died at 
Hammersmith, close by us, in 1806; and so ended the 
troublesome affair. He had already, in 1791, sold off to 
Prussia all temporary claims of his ; and let Prussia have the 
Heritage at once without waiting farther. Prussia, as we 
noticed, did not keep it long; and it is now part of the 
Bavarian pominion ;— for the sake of editors and readers, 
long may it so continue ! 

Of tHs Younger Line, intrinsically rather insignificant to 
mankind, we shall have enough to write in time and place ; 
we must at present direct our attention to the Eldar 
line. 

^ 3 ee a Synoptic Diagram of these Genealogies, infra, p. 318. 
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The Elder Lim of Culmhach : Friedrich amZ Ms Three 
notable Sons there 


Kxirfiirst Albert Achilles’s second son, Friedrich (1460- 
1536),^ the founder of the Elder Culmbach Line, ruled his 
country well for certain years, and was ^a man famed for 
strength of body and mind ’ ; but claims little notice from us, 
except for the sons he had. A quiet, commendable, honour- 
able man, — ^with a certain pathetic dignity, visible even in the 
eclipsed state he sank into. Poor old gentleman, after grand 
enough feats in war and peace, he fell melancholy, fell imbe- 
cile, blind, soon after middle life; and continued so for 
twenty years, till he died. During which dark state, by 
the old Books, it was a pleasure to see with what attention 
his Sons treated him, and how reverently the eldest always 
led him out to dinner.^ They live and dine at that high 
Castle of Plassenburg, where old Friedrich can behold the Red 
or White Majm no more. Alas, alas, Plassenburg is now a 
Correction-House, where male and female scoundrels do 
beating of hemp; and pious Friedrich, like eloquent Johann, 
has become a forgotten object. He was of the German 
Reichs- Array, who marched to the Netherlands to deliver Max 
from durance ; Max, the King of the Romans, whom, for all 
his luck, the mutinous Flemings had put xmder lock-and-key 
at one time.® That is his one feat memorable to me at 
present. 

He was Johann Cicero’s LTa^-brother, child by a second 
wife. Like his Uncle Kurfiirst Friedrich n., he had married 
a Polish Princess; the sharp Achilles having perhaps an eye 
to crowns in that direction, during that Hungarian-Bohemian- 
Polish Donnybrook. But if so, there again came nothing of 


^ Rentsch, pp. ^93-60^8. 

» 1482 (Pauli, ii. 389) : his beautiful young Wife, 
perished in a thxice-tragic way, short while before ; 
were unruly under the Guardianship of Max. 


* Rentsch, p. 612. 

* thrown from her horse,’ had 
and the Seventeen Provinces 
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a crown with it ; though it was not without its good results 
for Friedrich’s children by and by. 

He had eight Sons that reached manhood ; five or six of 
whom came to something considerable in the world, and Three 
are memorable down to this day. One of his daughters he 
married fco the Duke of Liegnitz in Silesia ; which is among 
the first links I notice of a connexion that grew strong with 
that sovereign Duchy, and is worth remarking by my readers 
here. Of the Three notable Sons it is necessary that we say 
something. Casimir, George, Albert are the names of these 
Three. 

Casimir, the eldest,^ whose share of heritage is Baireuth, 
was originally intended for the Church ; but indining rather 
to secular and military things, or his prospects of promotion 
altering, he early quitted that ; and took vigorously to the 
career of arms and business. A truculent-looking Herr, with 
thoughtful eyes, and hanging under-lip : — hat of enviable soft- 
ness; loose disk of felt flung carelessly on, almost like a 
nightcap artificially extended, so admirably soft; — and the 
look of the man Casimir, between his cataract of black beard 
and this semi-nightcap, is carelessly truculent. He had much 
fighting with the Niirnbergers and others ; laid it right terribly 
on, in the way of strokes, when needful. He was especially 
truculent upon the Revolt of Peasants in their Bauemhrkg 
( 1525 ). Them in their wildest rage he fronted; he, that 
others might rally to him ; ‘ Unhappy mortals, will you shake 
the world to pieces, then, because you have much to complain 
of?’ and hanged the ringleaders of them literally by the 
dozen, when quelled and captured. A severe, rather truculent 
Herr. His brother George, who had Anspach for heritage, 
and aright to half those prisoners, admonished tod forgave 
his half ; and pleaded hard with Casimir for toefiby to the 
others, in a fine Letter still extant ; ^ which prodto^d no effect 
OB Casimir. For the dog’s sake, and for all sakes, " let not the 
» 1481-1527- 2 inRentscb, p. 627. 
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dog learn to eat leather ’ (of which his indispensable leashes 
and muzzles are made) 1 That was a proverb often heard on 
the occasion, in Luther’s mouth among the rest. 

Casimir died in 15^7, age then towards fifty. For the last 
dozen years or so, when the Father’s malady became hopeless, 
he had governed Culmbach, both parts of it ; the Anspach 
part, which belonged to his next brother George, going 
naturally, in almost all things, along with Baireuth ; and 
George, who was commonly absent, not interfering, except on 
important occasions. Casimir left one little Boy, age then 
only six, name Albert ; to whom George, henceforth practical 
sovereign of Culmbach, as his Brother had been, was appointed 
Guardian. This youth, very full of fire, wildfire too much 
of it, exploded dreadfully on Germany by and by (Albert 
Alcibiades the name they gave him) ; nay, towards the end of 
his nonage, he had been rather sputtery upon his Uncle, the 
excellent Guardian who had charge of him. 


FriedricKs Second Son^ Margrqf George of ATispach 

Uncle George of Anspach, Casimir’s next Brother, had 
always been of a peaceabler disposition than Casimir; not 
indeed without heat of temper, and sufficient vivacity of every 
kind. As a youth, he had aided Kaiser Max in two of his 
petty wars ; hut was always rather given ^ to reading Latin,’ 
to Learning, and ingenious pursuits. His Polish Mother, 
who, we perceive, had given ^ Casimir ’ his name, proved much 
more important to George. At an early age he went to his 

Uncle Vladislaus, King of Hungary and Bohemia : for 

Alas, after all, we shall have to cast a glance into that 
unbeautifiil Hungarian-Bohemian scramble, comparable to an 
^ Irish Donnybrook,’ where Albert Achilles long walked as 
Chief-Constahle. It behoves us, after all, to point out some 
of the tallest heads in it ; and whitherward, bludgeon in 
hand, they seem to be swaying and struggling. — Courage, 
patient reader ! 
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ilcorge, llifii, at an iwlv Jifip ti» liw lUtdr \ !«4i»»!iii»s 
King i»f II»ni.:;.u‘y mui lluht'iiim ; for tiiargr’!* «» m* 

kn«w,'wft* of royal kin; daugUti^r of tlin I’olwli Kosg, i iwtniir iv, 
(late miuiler of IIk! Ti'Utech whirl* cimnnstiinre 

liwl fm (»twg«‘ and a*, liaughtrr of ('aojiiir iv, the 

l 4 wly wiw; and Uierefow of th« J«gi'Ur»it tilmwl t>y im fathiT, 
whirl! (nnoHiite to little; Unt by her molhrf «he mm tirniuh 
rhiughter of tlint KaiMT AIlHJrt u. who * g»*t 'Urn**' t ‘nm!*)* in 
one year, ami «iml the ne^tt*; whtw |to f. r i?y have ever %!««*, 
to tl» H|w< in Imuhb witli their mnifnmt . m,:,; ve 
iieetmipiinimenK Hminiadw, t'orviinw, tieorgis Ihaliehrwl and 
othcm, not to *{asak of tlragon 'I’orkR roiling eerr rhwr nttittd 
you on die flfontier,-— lawn Kings of II;n 4 <, «i«| Ihtheinia; 
iwo of the crown# (the htrUahk two) whirh were g«l by 
Kaiwer Albert in timt meoiorabi® year. He got them, m tJie 
reatlisr may n'menda'r, by lianwg the »*/■..:*;?.<!• of Kaiarr 
Slgbimnul to vvif<\ Piid timnd .V.-yur fj'r.i’ « : ;f: wbotli We 

left atanding, red as a ftiimingo, in the ty* of 

Ootwiance a hnnrlrttt years ago. 'rilin’ mils on in ita 

mutiy-colonird manner, wlnrioiw anil frrariinw. 

It is in till# way tlmt (twn^'s Ifmie, Vlndblana, Albert’s 
daiightisr's son, is now King of lliii j- iiv and llohenda ; the 
last King Vhuiislaui tliey had ; ami tlie Imt King but one, 
of any kind, aa w« aliall see anon. Vbiilislati* mm beir of 
Poliuid too, oouM he Iwve tniutirgrtl to it ; latt be gave 
up that to hi# brother, to variatt# younger bmthrr* in nuv 
owioa; Imvliig hi# hand# full with tin* l "1 and 

Bohemian diilirtilty. Ho »#» e®ry ftml df NVjdmw liwugo; 
well rrr*i‘»:ui*4ng the iii‘*i'mnHi-<. wine and toyml natiifw di the 
young man. He nppuinhil Georg® tutor of hi# poor ian 
l.udwig; whom he left at Uws early ago of ton, in an nvil 
world, ami eril jnniUon there. ‘ Bom without fikiri,* tli^ 
»y, dud In, bom In the #w««Ub month. I^ntwig- 

Mmi (JUidwig Afo>»ldn), on tlmt ^Bom 

iwftaialy, I «a pro-i-hr, mtto thin id’ skim mm) ho 
wordd haeee imeded one of a rhinoiwm tliirkoM ! 


CHAf. V.] BAIIII'UITII-ANSVACH BRANCH 195 

tUtl Ids fimctlon honi'sUy, and with success: 
I.uihvig f^ivw uj( a pillmii, niry, brisk young King, in spite 
of «{i(!it*«iUi‘s, cuiistiiulioual aiul other; got a Sister of the 
great Kaiser Karl v. to wife; — deterunned (a.d. 1526) to 
have a stmke at tin: I’lirk <lmgon ; which was coiling round 
his frontier, tuni spitting fire at an intolerable rate. Ludwig, 
a fine ytaiiig man of twenty, marched away with much 
Hungarian chivalry, right for the 'rurk (Summer 1626); 
Cieorgt^ meanwhile going busily to Bohemia, and there with 
all his strength levying troops for reinforcement Ludwig 
fought and fenewl, for some time, with the Turk outskirts; 
came at lost to a furious general battle with the Turk 
(SttUt August 1 526), at a place calleil Mohaez, far east in 
tho flats of the lAJWcr Donau ; and was there tragically beaten 
ami ended, tk'eing the Battle gone, and his chivalry all in 
flight, Imdwig too had to fly; galloping for life, he came 
«|»on hog which provtai Iwtlotnlcss, as good as bottomless ; 
and Ludwig, horse and man, vanishal in it straightway from 
tlds world. Ilapkisa young man, like a flash of lightning 
suddenly fining down there — and the Hungarian Sovereignty 
along with hint. Fttr Hungjufy is \mvt of Austria ever since; 
having, with Bohemia, fallen to Karl v.’s BroUier Ferdinand, 
as now llie nearest txmvtmient heir of Alltcrt witlr his Lhree 
Crowns. Up to the li{>8 in difilculties to this day ! — 

nteanwhile, with finely-appointed reinforcements, 
was in full march to join Ludwig; but the sad news of 
Mohaez met him ; he withdrew, as soon as might be, to his 
own let ciltirv, and tjintled Htinga.nitu politics. This, I 
think, was Gvurgf*; third and lost tnal of war. He by no 
uuniuH tlidighted in that art, or had cultivated it like Casimir 
and sewn® of hi* brothers.— 

CJwrg® by Ihi* time iiatl considerable property ; part of it 
Important to the reader* of this History. Anspach we 
already know ; hut the Duchy of .Tilgt:radorf, — ^that and its 
ploanant vallfgs, fine huuiing-groimd.s and larch-clad heights, 
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lutumg the Giant MtHmUuiw nf Sikwia, Ihnt i* tn iin tin* 
imanorahlc ItTnlnry. <»wrgi* gt»t it in tHi» : 

Somci ten or fifteen yetups i«ga« t!»e late King \ Lu!j 4««», nnr 
ITncle of bloHml memory, loving tiw>rg«% ami mil having royal 
moneys at conmiaml, jn-nniltcil him to mhann with hi» own 
ca»h certain Ihmganuu Ikmmitis, at a nunov; !v ehcaji 

nitej hut uimalwmnhle by VlwHshuw. (Jeorge ilkl mi ; yeaw 
ago, guess ten or fifteen. CJwirj^* dici not like the llu i .vi m 
Doinitins, witli their Turk ami other imuineniriurs ; he 
|no|iosi-(t to exehiutg^ them with King ViiMliwlanv f«*r the 
lk»hemian-Sili«ian Duchy of Jagi’rmhirf ; which bad jn»t then, 
by failure of heirs, ia|)mi to the King, 'riii* ai«» \ iMlislmm, 
the Imidicent nahlm Uiieie, liking mure ant! tttoiv, 

permitted to !>e done. And dtiiit it was ; { mm not in what 
year ; only tiial the ultimate in^asliture fiione, thi» imrt of the 
affair, by Ludwig Ohne Haut^ and duly naiurtiuinsl hy the 
Kaissr) dates 1524 , two ymm before Die fatal JVlohae* 
bmitiMi. 

hVom the time of Dus jini i h i * . and wi|m ially till llrother 
tJasimir’s death, which hapiwied in 1521, iirvirgw nwitled 
oftoner at .t-igemdorf Uiaii at Ansjaich. An*|»a*;h, hy the aide 
of Balreuth, nml«! no jhuh ij'i im td j aful in d ii** jit hof much 
proliiddy re(]uired the hand of a good (Jotwrnor to |mt it 
straight again, Ih® Caatle of Jigerodotf, which tower* up 
th« in a raDter grand mannw to Ihi* ihiy, Ckorge built : 
‘the okl Ckatle of the .'^fhrlli'uhrj-g'jiVf.-vtkii i }.r.'d<v.-- .i<f line) 
now gone to ruiiw, * stantia on a Hill with krrfifti on it, *i»me 
mile* off.’ Maigmf Georp wa« much mtermwl im Duke iff 
Jagerndorf. What hi* wetioni in that wgiim wite, I know 
not^ I but it neema be was m wbII thought *ff In Hiirwia, two 
smaller ncigldionrim!; Totentatwi, D»e Duke of <lp|(ijln and the 
Duke of Itutihor, wh(» had no helm of their body, Iwwiuttalhed, 
with the Kaiser's aasenti these town* and teritoiai to l 

* pp. §tj, Ity.sji, Kaiict (• Fsalliwiwt, giiti e.'* 5 * . •.» ^ t, . 4.5 yr? 

only K7rtg « J llftlwinii, ai!<l Italic, twi ta irfwwt l« wsA psaatt, IIW 

assent Is ilnied ‘ ryth jnnt ifS* ' la 
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in iiifii' !t>m ti» lljt'ir (UvuIm-Ij iiiliniuU'H), tlmt jK>or 

itw« iiiigltt l» ;;.»u Ity ii wiiic giMKl J)uki% in the time 
ciiitiiiig. 'Hus Kniser »nul«t have gttt the Dudura ollierwisc. 

Nttv the Kaiser, in sjhtf hi« jirdiiuiiim v tissent, proved 
extort itiitmle tntiwirgi' in this nmtter ; Kind exnctwl heavy aums 
for the minnl latasesNitin of Opjadn anti Kitliljor. George, 
going M* wjahHJsly atnwl in Prnti«iiutt nrtiiint, grew k'aa and 
kw a favouriti! with Kaisers. lint w), at any rate, on pojus'ahle 
uixjUi tii»n;kfi!<- s'louiu! , gnniiuis valid a» ImjaTinl Iaw and 
n udy imtin y, Ctwrge i» at l«»t I<tmi of these two little 
tVsunl '.it in ttto plain of South*Siima, m of .T.'igi nulorf among 
the Monntaiiw Haiti hy. Cicotge has and holtls the Duehy of 
Jilgerndorf, with th«« npj»i'jidfn>c. (.I.igi'nnlui-r aiiux* 155 ^ 4 , 
liatilHW aial Opjadn simti »t»m« yearn later) ; and lives con- 
•ianiiyi or at U»o due intrrvak, in his own strong Mounlain- 

Caatte of J i;:. t ndni f there, we have no doubt, to the markixl 

Iwtieflt of g««l men in tlwaio jmiis. Ilmjhy has .fugernduvf 
Jolmotl itself to the tJi mill nlniti' Territories : and the reatler 
cw* note Uto t 'n iisn .tiinif, for it will prove meinorahle one 
day. 

In the bttiliwwi of tlie thfioninUon, Margraf George was 
very noble. A Imp!, lx utid. Imth Itnlng, nuxlenUy valiant 
main rkitif nn.. >.>;■, i-x.si-.ly, in Umt great dement, into the 
berob flfur*. *C*«wge the .l*iou« fdw FjomwrV ‘George the 
Ckwifonawr fit =■■■'• ).* wtsr® the name* he gsit from hi* country'- 

inen, Onw thhi i«i*in««« bail Iteeome priufteal, George 
iiitorforod » wow in the Cnlmhach Government ; his 

brothw riidmli, who hkewl»B liad Kefonnation tendencies, 
wtbw hiU(t,'h);' flack In to Geotge. 

In i.'p;:. tlx- T.txa }x,pu!xth.!is. in the Culmbach repon, 
big Mih iihi-rp, in lli« ean, Hmi gone quite dhMd in the new 
Iha'triiW} awl ww1‘- »“«th- 4 ', irivpr»~: Utly imjwtlent to clear- 
out tlw ©M »i»ent!f«dtlt“i. and btie the (hx.pd pi-eachfxl frtxdy 
to ttww. *tMi mm a tj»«itioiMibl« »top j fbasIWe perhajw for 
a p©al Klietor df t^nv.nty ; Init for a Maigmf of Amspmh F 
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George had come home from Jagerndorf, some three-hundred 
miles away, to look into it for himself ; found it, what with 
darkness all round, what with precipices menacing on both 
hands, and zealous, inconsiderate Town-populations threatening 
to take the bit between their teeth, a frightfully intricate 
thing. George mounted his horse, one day this year, day not 
dated farther, and ^ with only six attendants ’ privately rode 
off, another two-hundred miles, a good three-days ride, to 
Wittenberg ; and alighted at Dr. Martinus Lutherus’s door.^ 
A notable passage ; worth thinking of. But such visits of 
high Princes, to that poor house of the Doctor’s, were not 
then uncommon. Luther cleared the doubts of George ; 
George returned with a resolution taken ; ‘ Ahead then, ye 
poor Voigtland Gospel populations ! I must lead you, we 
must on ! ’ — ^And perils enough there proved to be, and 
precipices on each hand : Bauern-Kriegy that is to say 
Peasants’-War, Anabaptistry and Red-Republic, on the one 
hand; Reichs-Achty Ban of Empire, on the other. But 
George, eagerly, solemnly attentive, with ever new light rising 
on him, dealt with the perils as they came ; and went steadily 
on, in a simple, highly manful and courageous manner. 

He did not live to see the actual Wars that followed on 
Luther’s preaching : — ^he was of the same age with Luther, 
bom few months later, and died two years before Luther — 
but in all the intermediate principal transactions George is 
conspicuously present ; ^ George of Brandenburg,’ as the Books 
call him, or simply ^ Margraf George.’ 

At the Diet of Augsburg (1530), and the signing of the 
Augsburg Confession there, he was sure to be. He rode thither 
with his Anspach Knightage about him, ^four-hundred 
cavaliers,’— Seckendorfs, Huttens, Manses and other known 
kindreds, recognisable among the lists ; and spoke there, not 

^ Rentsch, p. 625. 

* 4th March 14^4— 27th Dec. 1543, George. loth November 1483 — l8th 
February 1546, Luther. 

^ RehtsdJi 633. 
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IJ0I Jmt» 

l»ur!*l» Ilf j-.iiTwiiH-ht.in i !iii|iu‘ncf, hut that had iiieau- 

ing ill Utejii. f Jnu rjrwIj «tf hin, «»l in Uwi Dift, Imt in Ihc 
Kiu«ir'» l.iiilj’hij; (16th Jun« 1630; no tlonbt, in Anton 
FnggcT‘8 hmw» whrro tin* Kniimr * Uulgwl for year and day ’ 
lltim tiin«, hilt mtfuiut tin* * tiws of oijtnannm ’ they talk of on 
other o««a»ioiiH in still very celehmtnl. It was the evening 
of the Kaiser Karl l‘'iflhV anival at tlie Diet ; which was then 
alnfwly, «mi« tifiw ainw, a«iemhl«! then;. And great had 
Imm the Kai«*r'» aavjitiim that nmniing; the flower of 
(■.n ittain, all the I’niirc* of the Empire* I*roleHlant mid Papal 
alike* riding out to nif*t him, In Die ojnm country, at the 
Itridge of the I^adi. With tiig.hflowu spweht'H and henignities, 
on both *idi» only that the Kaiser wilietl all men, FroUwtwit 
8 Im 1 utlier, tiliuuhl in Uie mean while do tilie Popish litanyings, 
u<i'* li.-ht i 'tisisu:- . mtal klohitrous stage pcTfonnmiceH with 
him on tlm morrow, which was f lo/ms Chnati Day ; and the 
l*mt»tantt «aild not nor would. Imperial hints tlicre hail 
already h«n, from Inn .pMu-l ; landgn hojK*8, of the nature of 
eotniuHttil , 'lliat loyal Protestant Princes would in the interim 
avoid Ojmn dl rn ji iurl.- ., perliaps Iw no loyal a« keep their 
rhaplaina, jrecuUar divine*8ervitt«, private in the interim? 
'Hiiwe w«!pB hint* anti now tbl« of the Otrjnu-Christif a still 
mow ph s'Jiimt hint f laiyal Protestants refused it* therefore; 
flatly deeliinii, though bidden and again bidden. They 
attwwW in a litaly, old doimnn of Saxony, young Philip of 
Iliwwii, ami the rwti Maigraf George, m .spokeMnan, with 
©limnent majda t!y itati*^ th^ nuKons. “ “to somewhat this 
efleet ! 

Itwineihl«d: »dl gnu a*U’. Kaiaer, loyal are we to your high 
llii^«ity, fudij to do your bidding by ni^t md by day. But 
it i» your bidiling ui«!«r God, not agirinst God. Ask us not, 
D giJtt'Mfs KaJser! I oanrrot, wd we «anot; and we must 
not, atnl dare not. Ami * befinw I would deny my God and 

« i«t f"3. t9en.k Tfce H«e to at prwent »n t««» 

•CtMimn s» .*« .>'’.*» wtMWi taaitott Wge, sBd are still shown U»e 

fM» wW«i ibt Ealiiier >» ? -h sw^ 
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his au‘(h'u^;;r\ x^uvd'-, M i 

kuiH’l (Ithvji lui’t* \utU’ t "i s. :iLs.i Iils.!- in*!, hii*! -.tvUi'L- 

ollV ■■■hitiiti’X his hiiui hi'a-*h «n* fhr hit 

Imiul, hy wny of ; n mJkinrr irt tii-.* 

ryts ul' him, x'u.tu* tT:i'U iiUu uu; WaI nit : ‘ Idhr i,'h 

infhuii nn^l ; ■nnr,, t'hi" hh 

fiiiT ’Vi>r Fjnvr und <£.71 n- ■: 

-Xk iif\ !^-, rr /»■?;,/, '' iUssurrrtl 

CharlrN in hi.» i'’[*nni-Ji i imnnii ; * \u! h. ivi ulf, ifnnr I kir 
not lu’Hii oiK!' /raiJ thr K U' t-r, a taint Iho-v* 

wei|.;;hl.y ‘i:ri*y oyo> t»f Ui;., nud itnjivj\sjitihlv aniiaa! ii,.' 
AustnuTi uiutrrlijn^ 

'SjH‘nkor niui inanpan^ t.l ii'yiin on H'a'- ; M ],}"■.« 

,*^rat (.#i‘t)r*4o still nn'»ro rt'h i]< o*.rr 

(trnnuny, Uko tlu* iiry t!,t\ ; ami st;!} 

SjHHTlU'S UiJW i>fi,rtM‘--t f*'»lh'4 iulu oiu‘ hy ri?n,.r*.'::iratr r4i'! lU 
And UmM ' oqntN ( ’hu'.li hhdal n* *» \vrr<‘ t.'u;.!'iia.,nr ffa* M usjjaf 
and his company this tim»‘ ; liu* K:>i-.*'r hntr.rUk 
WHlkin[ 3 j, nearly roastiai in the sun. in h^.u) {cu-ph- wiwi 
clonk, with a wa% candle, srt\ sup^ idmca pyipp. irse:': nnd 
IdvihUcrin;:!; in the rhpUt hiud i.tf hiju, fin- sfeo'’"r> oi* 

Aui^dan^:, Kur- Itrandenhui)^, Kur -Main;, hn.th ciunan: t4‘ 

(Jeorge, wriv nf this ol' .Aug-huiy,; » Knr l}iiainlcid»?.n,v^ 

(I.’*l<*cior ihiaclnm t., t jHna c»i H’liuai wc ha^s ‘'p'ui*'-n, 
Hiui tdndl sji«/al again) ledng aitvn fuml mi the ioa 

ficnailive si<lr ; and r|in|Ueni Kur Alain; nti Ihc 

concilinlory tnclv, Knr Jlmtidcnharg, in Ids .a- d, had. 
on in .lunajirnck, ti'> tin- Kar-^-T l}a''i'*\ ntiJ, li-ea* a lirr'- 
linunary wonl with him. IImII* thr s- hh:Ii i S|i+.4o'\ .ili'nl 

tlienmdvf-H, li goti^l deal, at thi% lhri.„ 'lhv\ had ta«d 
Urn Kaiser or* the pkiici of the bain thi^ uu.raing , and, no 
iiouhi^ gloomed nnnt.teraldc things on Clci*rgr aiid Id:^ 

(iiiorg*; iaiidd tmt h* jj> it, 

® Aii hy gisnifeli, itl4 
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Till his death in IS^S, George is to be found always in 
the front line of this high Movement^ in the line where Kur- 
Sachsen, John the Steadfast {der Bestdndige% and young 
Philip the Magnanimous of Hessen were, and where danger 
and difficulty were. Readers of this enlightened gold-nugget 
generation can form to themselves no conception of the spirit 
that then possessed the nobler kingly mind. ‘ The command 
of God endures through Eternity, Verbum Dei Manet In 
JEternvmy was the Epigraph and Life-motto which John the 
Steadfast had adopted for himself ; ‘ V.D.M.I.iE.,’ these initials 
he had engraved on all the furnitures of his existence, on his 
standards, pictures, plate, on the very sleeves of his lackeys, 
— and I can perceive, on his own deep heart first of all, 
V.D.M.I.E. : — or might it not be read withal, as Philip of 
Hessen sometimes said (Philip, still a young fellow, capable 
of sport in his magnanimous scorn), ^ Verbum Dlaboli Manet 
In Episcopisy The Devil’s Word sticks fast in the Bishops ’ ? 

We must now take leave of Margraf George and his fine 
procedures in that crisis of World-History. He had got 
Jagerndorf, which became important for his Family and 
others: but what was that to the Promethean conquests 
(such we may call them) which he had the honour to assist 
in making for his Family, and for his Country, and for all 
men ; — ^very unconscious he of ‘ bringing fire from Heaven,’ 
good modest simple man i So far as I can gather, there lived, 
in that day, few truer specimens of the Honest Man. A 
rugged, rough-hewn, rather blunt-nosed physiognomy : cheek- 
bones high, cheeks somewhat bagged and wrinkly ; eyes with 
a due shade of anxiety and sadness in them ; affectionate 
simplicity, jEaithfulness, intelligence, veracity looking out of 
every feature of him. Wears plentiful white beard short-cut, 
plentiful gold-chains, ruffs, ermines ; — a hat not to be ap- 
proved of, in comparison with brother Casimir’s ; miserable 
inverted-colander of a hat ; hanging at an angle of forty-five 
degrees ; with band of pearls round the top not the bottom 
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of it ; itnrcisn* upon !b»‘ ilu- *.:■;! nn 

lo itfi <‘uiht'lli:*luju-ut. 

One of hi.-i \u* oi tf/ ; 

a new link in thut t'rnn'>’N‘nn, il-»^ i- '■ (irMj-N* 

I’Vietirieh ; whi> mnn* ■' /' ' bi ^ H 

; Htui MUlrr-J nnu'h hv tii u r”»t ;.!.' ut indrrd 

chiefly Ijv his ovtn ivijs .p:rn*nf.lv ]'u^lr-A t-) 

which, tlu* Al(‘ihi‘nif . I > n j.v\ i v In. 

riper year;, (h*{»r;;':«‘ rric^drii’lx hr. i .h A-. ■: 
under; and !i\i'tl fu dij T-.C" ’ srd , xu 

the wnrkh I'o whit'h n>a\ ' v:n, I'hr 

lane t>f Mms»rnf Ha- i’rs- ' ;n th*; ir-. tH''d 

rich, who Irul no *'hilih‘ru ; tie- hrr.a t 'i M,v'.. 'M., J ( i-'ia, Mnd 

the Mhler ('ultuleu-h IJne ■’ilto »•- Hnrv f I hi'*d *, W- .-Je :,■>],■ ^ 

(■asimir’'s one nm, havin'^ likeHr*.' di*-d wr' ^ p... ■■ -u, 

^ Of the ytiunrer -..iva tuv A-ter*--. t:;j. * "la*,;.;' . . u 

(*htU‘*‘h ; two w hoto Vo*,#» S.o to- I'i fti’l'* ^ i v.ri-r »"■ ?'' : ■ *'■ •■.i 

* l'\ thie, M- ilholm ty w-.t-; l.“. ; */>!' -.j ti'iO 

PruN‘4a?j out'd^rrt^, nnd I’, ",, 4 

iVehUo'Mi^ho to»»t tJtfU Io‘fo?.Er.i'! ' r. ■*■,:■ ! ■ ■. » -v ''.7, 

to vast oat the v.n. i jVv>«,.s i*,/ ,, v j|... , ,, 

looluni^ mftn, w4lh io:3v^;utu-eiit ^.<.*54, ■ ,;• .r 

|KUh*»U'e in thlMoe»l.lo?:u* ,-■? hrii, ii.- I- v‘, ^ ’ A- a . l ') ?. ■:-'.i 

|H'(>ph% ivi unlroil n,4.’l •» », .k:;'- •■.= -■■?:■ r..'.). ■,« if t| 

then), of whatever erri^i he t . '1 to. 

* Th*' ofhi’i' Ihrhae he-il Jri t'!,r Ih’i! - ' ; -'i . ]*■■}.' f 

upon tht* hohier f»! pr«»?5tje'..i?^ .■' '■;■■,■ , ?■■'■ , .. fif :■?■,■, h:® 

<A»U5iin h‘ur the ehupo-nt j, i ,■, ,/; 

lii^ pUirnlitieji, hxi ho ru4, hTde lo h;5f v - ?..v4o; 

mUWinI ji «leal in iho •.?»•■, o-v i^?;4 trh, -i at ' : ?; *■?' ! ..^y 

hurfiers; who hy to.ieiciJvy ]vsi v.^. rv 4 r*‘: 4 ir,t 

themwlveii IVoUHtMiU, ni I'h- l■^.^ 

romphilnin|% mdiOtjsu: Aulu- c thr Uif, for *'!' lua 

life. 

* ,t . d he /VtC-.i*" m! {i‘. .■•■■;;*, |.,‘„5 o..'. ll.s ; 

UrthodlVlfi: I )o* too; an*-'! ,,'.*‘.0 »?:. I; t ir' -.’. J,-/’’ 

A i4iU itir*s»» orlhtnh>-:!( ap6-f*n-e"'.';, ■.■rh,Jw:r s;f t!;e 

fafXkU)% who k likowbe in orders ^ Ounihs*’N. ? **' i, ::,:.;,r.- ,,s, ^ t 
af '' or tuher, ii.ay the lloMosr)!, nl^.t mv^ni c.. i.i. mA 
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became one of bis Holiness Leo Tenth’s Chamberlains ; — stood the Sack 
of Rome” (Constable de Bourbon’s), and was captured there and ran- 
somed ; — ^but died still young (1528). These three were Catholics, he of 
Wurzburg a rather virulent one/ 

Catholic also was Johannes, a fifth Brother, who followed the soldiering 
and diplomatic professions, oftenest in Spain ; did Government-messages 
to Diets, and the like, for Karl v. ; a high man and well seen of his 
Kaiser; — ^he had wedded the young Widow of old King Ferdinand in 
Spain; which proved, seemingly, a troublous scene for poor Johannes. 
What we know is, he was appointed Commandant of Valencia; and died 
there, still little turned of thirty, — ^by poison it is supposed, — and left his 
young Widow to marry a third time. 

These are the Five minor Brothers, four of them Catholic, 
sons of old blind Friedrich of Plassenburg ; who are not, for 
their own sake, memorable, bnt are mentionable for the sake 
of the three major Brothers- So many orthodox Catholics, 
while Brother George and others went into the heresies at 
such a rate 1 A family much split by religion : — and blind 
old Friedrich, dim of intellect, knew nothing of it ; and the 
excellent Polish Mother said and thought, we know not what. 
A divided Time ! — 

Johannes of Valencia, and these Chief Priests, were all men 
of mark ; conspicuous to the able-editors of their day : but 
the only Brother now generally known to mankind is Albert, 
Hochmeister of the Teutsch Ritterdom ; by whom Preussen 
came into the Family. Of him we must now speak a little. 


CHAPTER VI 

HOCHMEISTER ALBERT, THIRD NOTABLE SON OF 
FRIEDRICH 

Albebt was born in 1490 ; George’s junior by six years, 
Casimir’s by nine. He too had been meant for the Church ; 
but soon quitted that, other prospects and tendencies opening. 
He had always loved the ingenuous arts ; but the activities 



in liiiANiiENiiritci fitic. m, 

toil li«l eliaritii for liiiti. II«* iii lii^ 

spiritiml Mid IkkIiIi ; gww lull lihuvr lii'i r^jMT'l iit 

art#i, ill iirm^ ; willi Eiitln^r tn 

Max^s (biirt ; wm jn-t- ^-ntrs! iiy ItiiiH m tii*^ lif^lil tif lii^ 
to Kidm*r Idax ; who thooglil liiiii a 'Vrri” likr'li' loiiitg follow ; 
and horn him in mimh whim tin? Ifa»trr»lii|» of iiip *iViit^»rli 
Eitfontom foil varmit^ 


Tlio IVulnrh Itilli-rdimii i*¥i*r it gtil il,» harlt tinitrii 
in tJbat Biitili* of l'iumtiifM*rg in 141CI| iiini wai* ilritni out of 
Wei«t4*itfiiHmai with mndi kirhn* lia^ l«ii Itiiig 

Wridi taliiig ihi trnmimm mTiiin^.^ nr '-v) ulaiiil in 
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iH'futv jUiJHg ttiHthiiifj; f*ir iiuliHit tlu> «iHt* wivs intrii-aUv 
l{»% liki* l«*« iinilifrwjjtr i« liiui uiuli'ilnkn» to rofust' 

iiiut If.Mii to I’tslftiui ; tli«' Itoich and Kaitior 

Max hitiwir, in a !wt»o way »if talk, «nri!Unsf in;' him: ‘A 
|di« «f Uif' Ih i» 1).* 'oihl Hmy all ; * 'IVutiich hnd no 

jwwer to glv«? it away in that luannrr.’ Which k a thing 
jftton? ettiily wid, IIwh iimiki giwai tit lt«) way of doing. 

Alt>«rl'« ['if.!, iv. (»r, rl«wit*n on Ihb {>nncljilf, was a Saxon 
Wn«, Friwirifh t»r of Saxony ; potently 

ttimigh coi it.it.d, he too; who, in like manner, hasl under- 
takisn to reftiw the {Itnnagv. Anti milously tiki R«fuse it, 
though til hb in»t, jawr man. From the Eeich, for all its 
big taikit^, lie got no manner of Bwiatance ; had to slave-off 
• Foiiitli War »» he eoidd, by fatr-«|>eaki!ig, by diplomacies 
Mill cimtrivaniiw ; and dital at niiddk ngi?, worn down by the 
SotTow* of that sail j J^iun. 

An klea itrevailn, in lll.lnrofmetl cirrliat, that our new 
Gmnd-Maater Allwrt wa* no Imtter tlian a kind of cheat; 
tliat ho took ttib tl» •!«! 'Ma:h f 4»i|t of I’Venssen ; and then, 
in gidety of hcmri, Mtsit piittmi-dy podkotol I*r«ji«en for his 
own tiehiMif. Which it an idle idoat imxmsistent with the 
leant inquiry, or real knowledpEO ho* the matter stood.* By 
m WMtM in gakty of twiMt did Albert pocket Preuason ; nor 
till alW m tiMtgb a stnsiqgk to do oilier with it m could 
hava h«ei» i-.v|»t-i't*’d of my man. 

(km^ tli:li^ wot stiqaadi^ii by tha Tontsdi Ritters, and least 
of aU by tibeir ymittf Ilodhunoistor, was, lltat the Teutsdh 
Illtteni haii well lifsaarved tliat terribk dawnmm^ at Tannea- 
bi*| 5 , ttet iipwmdniittw dimhmi «wt id W«it-Preu8#«i. with 
kids#. 'Ilirir hiMiii nri-, hixniy, . 1 . n.-ivn y had to great 
hioT dfai that bomiltotloB maod thwa at all ; the 
fatter. It waa dt»ply hiddm than the young Hoch- 
wtebte Ml from tltow, Itet pnilmbly ttey ware now at 
Iwiflb fwt t« tte •snd dt their cn|»diiljty : and ready to be 
aJlltdtawn ftw» Ih* iii!«ne, M aooo a» twy good way offwedl 
» Vdigk I*. y40>f48> b. 
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— Of course, they were reluctant enough to fulfil their bargain 
to Poland ; very loath they to do Homage now for Preussen, 
and own themselves sunk to the second degree. For the 
Ritters had still their old haughtiness of humour, their deep- 
seated pride of place, gone now into the unhappy conscious 
state. That is usually the last thing that deserts a sinking 
House: pride of place, gone to the conscious state; — as 
if, in a reverse manner, the House felt that it deserved to 
sink. 

For the rest, Albert’s position among them was what 
Friedrich of Sachsen’s had been ; worse, not better ; and the 
main ultimate difference was, he did not die of it, like Fried- 
rich of Sachsen ; but found an outlet, not open in Friedrich’s 
time, and lived. To the Ritters, and vague Public which 
called itself the Reich, Albert had promised he would refuse 
the Homage to Poland; on which Ritters and Reich had 
clapt their hands : and that was pretty much all the assist- 
ance he got of them. The Reich, as a formal body, had 
never asserted its right to Preussen, nor indeed spoken 
definitely on the subject : it was only the vague Public that 
had spoken, in the name of the Reich. From the Reich, or 
from any individual of it, Kaiser or Prince, when actually 
applied to, Albert could get simply nothing. From what 
Ritters were in Preussen, he might perhaps expect prompti- 
tude to fight, if it came to that; which was not much as 
things stood. But from the great body of the Ritters, 
scattered over Germany, with their rich territories {baileys^ 
bailliwicks), safe resources, and comfortable ‘ Teutschmeister ’ 
over them, he got flat refusal ; ^ ^ We will not be concerned 

^ 1 rhemQ&lIochmeisterB.ndi Teutsckmeister zxo. defined, in many Books and 
in all maimer of Dictionaries, as meaning the same thing. But that is not quite 
the case. Th^ were at first synonymous, so far as I can see ; and after Albert’s 
time, they again became so ; but at the date where we now are, and for a long 
whfle^ back, they represent different entities, and indeed oftenest, since the 
Prassian Decline began, antagonistic ones, f eutschmeister, Sub^president over 
the German affairs and possessions of the Order, resides at Mergentheim in that 
Country: Hochmeister is Chief President of the whole, but resident at Marien- 
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ill tin* HilvriitiiPii at all; wi* winh you wdl tlmnigh it!’ 
K»>vrr *(tM « injiiriM ytiwiig ffUow jilmnl in more impossible 
jwition. 

His Hmtlmr Cjuimir (Georj;® wa* then in Hungary), his 
Counin .Imihini Kor-Umndeninirg, Friedrich Duke of licg- 
nit/. H Silraimi connexion of the Family,’ cmisull«l, advised, 
ni’gotiidttl to all length* ; Allatrt'R own affort waa incessant 
•Agm» with King Ki»,i ilium?,’ aak! they; * Uncle Sigismimd, 
ymir gmal Mollier'a Brother ; a King soilly inclined to ns 
all ! * How agree ? ' atwwered Altwit ; ‘ He insists on the 
which I have prtmiisid not to give!’ Casimir went 
and came, In fC-biiti,- i!% to Braf-lln ; went once himself to 
Cmeow, to tW King, on thia ermml : hnt it was a case of 
* Yea inirf No ' ; not to 'he imived by Casimir. 

A* to King ^>:*i.muiul, he wa* patient with it to a degree; 
mniie the friewlliait imfeamal pmfeiwions ; testifying withal, 
That the claim was undeniable ; and could by him, Sigisjuimd, 
never lie with the least shadow of honour, and of 

eourie never would t * My dear Nephew can consider whether 
hi* dhfwdntr. vain - mindetl, half • heretical Ritterdom, nay 
whether this ftwiwian fmctitni of it, is In a ojndition to 
take Fohind by the lieard in an unjust quarrel; or can 
hop to do Tiuiu.-ubrt'g ov«r an^in in Uie reverse way, by 
Ifeeliiebuli’s tMPip f *— 

For seven yiMiw, Aiberl held out In ^ia Intermediate state, 
mithffir pMOB nor wai* ; moving Heaven and EartA to raise 
, tliat tm might to abb to defy Poland, and begin 
wwr, ’Hm Iloidh wn»w»-r#, ‘We have really nothing for yon. 
qVuts*hm» Licr answivps apitn imd apln, * I tell you we have 
nothing!' In ttm mid, pew iiuiialiunt; made 

(IJwwubft I u1 B) -'iMim* moweiwmts of a hostile nature. Albert 

l»wf !a sad Sil-.t-re tl* ^a^iti,~mach toe 

ifelwlis Ik* TwOsskSMtusi fai li‘>» v'fi lid iilii'in-ts, #t Mwgeatlitta in the 

» . .. -.ryu. di,-,.r...,nKwtoFrWridbJ.| mrriw 

nil*. »S19 (lialmrf, it. if9, lOO. loi). 
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did not yield ; eager only to procrastinate till he were ready. 
By snperhnman efibrts, of borrowing, bargaining, soliciting, 
and galloping to and fro, Albert did, about the end of next 
year, get-up some appearance of an Army ; ^ 14,000 German 
mercenaries horse and foot,’ so many in theory ; who, to the 
extent of 8,000 in actual result, came marching towards him 
(October 1520); to serve ^for eight months.’ With these 
he will besiege Dantzig, besiege Thorn ; will plunge, suddenly, 
like a fiery javelin, into the heart of Poland, and make 
Poland surrender its claim. Whereupon King Sigismund 
bestirred himself in earnest; came out with vast clouds of 
Polish chivalry; overset Albert’s 8,000 ; — ^who took to eating 
the country, instead of fighting for it ; being indeed in want 
of all things. One of the gladdest days Albert had yet seen, 
was when he got the 8,000 sent home again. 

What then is to be done? * Armistice for four years,’ 
Sigismund was still kind enough to consent to that : ^ Truce 
for four years : try everywhere, my poor Nephew ; after that, 
your mind will perhaps become pliant.’ Albert tried the 
Reich again : ‘ Four years, O Princes, and then I must do it, 
or be eaten!’ Reich, busy with Lutheran - Papal, Turk- 
Christian quarrels, merely shrugged its shoulders upon Albert. 
Teutschmeister did the like ; everybody the like. In Heaven 
or Earth, then, is there no hope for me? thought Albert. 
And his stock of ready-money — ^we will not speak of that ! 

Meanwhile Dr. Osiander of Anspach had come to him; 
and the pious young man was getting utterly shaken in his 
religion. Monkish vows. Pope, Holy Church itself, what is 
one to think, Herr Doctor ? Albert^ reigns to an eminent 
d^ee, was getting deep into Protestantism. In his many 
joumeyings, to Niimberg, to Brandenbm^^g, ^ and down, 
he had been at Wittenberg too: he saw Luther in person 
more than once there ; corresponded with in fine 

believed in the truth of Luther. The Culmbach Brothers 
were both, at least George ardently was, inclined to Pro- 
testantism, as we have seen ; but Albert was foremost of the 
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three in this course. Osiahder and flights of zealous Culmbach 
Preachers made many converts in Preussen. In these chcum- 
stances the Pour Years came to a close. 

Albert, we may believe, is greatly at a loss; and deep 
deliberations, Culmbach, Berlin, Liegnitz, Poland all called in, 
are held : — a case beyond measure intricate. You have given 
your word ; word must be kept, — and cannot, without plain 
hurt, or ruin even, to those that took it of you. Withdraw, 
therefore ; fling it up ! — ^Fling it up ? A valuable article to 
fling up ; fling it up is the last resource. Nay, in fact, to 
whom will you fling it up ? The Prussian Ritters themselves 
are getting greatly divided on the point ; and at last on all 
manner of points, Protestantism ever more spreading among 
them. As for the German Brethren, they and their com- 
fortable Teutschmeister, who refused to partake in the 
dangerous adventure at all ; are they entitled to have much 
to say in the settlement of it now ? — 

Among others, or as chief oracle of all, Luther was con- 
sulted. ‘ What would you have me do towards reforming 
the Teutsch Order ? ’ inquired Albert of his oracle. Luthef s 
answer was, as may be guessed, emphatic. ^ Luther,’ says one 
reporter, ^has in his Writings declared the Order to be «^a 
thing serviceable neither to God nor man,” and the consti- 
tution of it a monstrous, frightful, hermaphroditish, neither 
secular nor spiritual constitution.”’^ We do not know what 
Luther’s answer to Albert was ; — ^but can infer the purport of 
it : That such a Teutsch Ritterdom was not, at any rate, a 
thing long for this world; that white cloaks with black 
crosses on them would not, of themselves, profit any Ritter- 
dom ; that solemn vows and high supmmundane professions, 
followed by such practice as was notorious, are an afilicting, 
not to say a damnable, spectacle on God’s Earth ; -that a 
young Herr had better marry; better, have done with the 
wretched Babylonian Nightmare of Papistry altogether ; better 
shakes oneself awake, in God’s name, and see if there are not 
^ C J. Weber, Das Ritterwcsen (Stuttgart, 1837), iiL 20S. 

V 03 U I ® 
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still monitions in the eternal sky as to what it is wise to do, 
and wise not to do ! — ^This I imagine to have been, in modern 
language, the purport of Dr. Luther’s advice to Hochmeister 
Albrecht on the present interesting occasion. 

It is certain, Albert, before long, took this course ; Uncle 
Sigismund and the resident Officials of the Ritterdom having 
made agreement to it as the one practicable course. The 
manner as follows ; 1°. Instead of Elected Hochmeister, let us 
be Hereditary Duke of Preussen, and pay homage for it to 
Uncle Sigismund in that character. 2°. Such of the resident 
Officials of the Ritterdom as are prepared to go along with 
us, we will in like manner constitute permanent Feudal Pro- 
prietors of what they now possess as Liferent, and they shall 
be Subvassals under us as Hereditary Duke. 3*^. In all which 
Uncle Sigismund and the Republic of Poland engage to main- 
tain us against the world. 

That is, in sum, the Transaction entered into, by King 
Sigismund i. of Poland, on the one part, and Hochmeister 
Albert and his Ritter Officials, such as went along with him 
(which of course none could do that were not Protestant), on 
the other part : done at Cracow, 8th April 15^5.^ Whereby 
Teutsch Ritterdom, the Prussian part of it, vanished from the 
world ; dissolving itself, and its ^ hermaphrodite constitution,’ 
like a kind of Male Nunnery, as so many female ones had 
done in those years. A Transaction giving rise to endless 
criticism, then and afterwards. Transaction plainly not 
recondlable with the letter of the law ; and liable to have 
logic chopped upon it to any amount^ and to all lengths of 

^ Rentsch, p. 850. — Here, certified by Rentsch, Voigt, and otbers, is a wom- 
Ofut patch of Paper, which is perhaps worth printing ; 

1490, May 17, Albert is bom. 1520, November 17, give it up. 

1511, February 14, Hochmeister. 1521, April 10, Trace for Four Years. 

1519, December, Ring Sigismund^s first 1523, June, Albert consults Luther, 

hostile movements. 1524, November, sees Lutha:. 

1520, October, German Mercenaries 1525, April 8, Peace of Cracow, and 

arrive. Albert to be Duke of PrasMa. 

1520, Novemher, try Siege of Dantsig. 



211 


CHAP. VI.] HOCHMEISTER ALBERT 

1516-1553) 

time. The Teutschmeister and his German Brethren shrieked 
murder ; the whole world, then, and for long afterwards, had 
much to say and argue. 

To us, now that the logic-chaff is all laid long since, the 
question is substantia], not formal. If the Teutsch Ritterdom 
was actually at this time dead^ actually stumbling about as a 
mere galvanised Lie beginning to be putrid, — ^then, sure 
enough, it behoved that somebody should bury it, to avoid 
pestilential effects in the neighbourhood. Somebody or other ; 
— ^first flaying the skin off, as was natural, and taking that for 
his trouble. All turns, in substance, on this latter question i 
If, again, the Ritterdom was not dead — ? — 

And truly it struggled as hard as Partridge the Almanac- 
maker to rebut that fatal accusation ; complained (Teutsch- 
meister and German-Papist part of it) loudly at the Diets ; 
got Albert and his consorts put to the Ban {geac}htet\ fiercely 
menaced by the Kaiser Karl v. But nothing came of all that ; 
nothing but noise. Albert maintained his point ; Kaiser Karl 
always found his hands full otherwise, and had nothing but 
stamped parchments and menaces to fire-off at Albert. Teutsch 
Ritterdom, the Popish part of it, did enjoy its valuable 
bailliwicks, and very considerable rents in various quarters of 
Germany and Europe, having lost only Preussen ; and walked 
about, for three centuries more, with money in its pocket, and 
a solemn white gown with black cross on its back, — ^the most 
opulent Social Club in existence, and an excellent place for 
bestowing younger sons of sixteen quarters. But it was, and 
continued through so many centuries, in every essential 
respect, a solemn Hypocrisy ; a functionless merely eating 
Phantasm, of the nature of goblin, hungry ghost or ghowl (of 
which kind there are many) ; — till Napoleon finally ordered it 
to vanish ; its time, even as Phantasm, being come. 

Albert, I can conjecture, had Ms own difiiculties as Regent 
M Preussen.^ Protestant Theology, to make matters worse 

^ 1525-1568* 
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for him, had split itself furiously into 'doxies-^ and there 
was an Osianderism (Osiander being the Duke^s chaplain), 
much flamed-upon by the more orthodox ism. ^Foreigners,’ 
too, German- Anspach and other, were ill seen by the native 
gentlemen ; yet sometimes got encouragement. One Funccius, 
a shining Niirnberg immigrant there, son-in-law of Osiander, 
who from Theology got into Politics, had at last (1564) to be 
beheaded, — old Duke Albert himself ^ bitterly weeping ’ about 
him ; for it was none of Albert’s doing. Probably his new 
allodial Ritter gentlemen were not the most submiss, when 
made hereditary We can only hope the Duke was a 
Hohenzollern, and not quite unequal to his task in this respect. 
A man with high bald brow; magnificent spade-beard; air 
much pondering, almost gaunt, — ^gaunt kind of eyes especially, 
and a slight cast in them, which adds to his severity of aspect. 
He kept his possession well, every inch of it ; and left all safe 
at his decease in 1568. His age was then near eighty. It 
was the tenth year of our Elizabeth as Queen ; invincible 
Armada not yet built ; but Alba very busy, cutting-off high 
heads in Brabant ; and stirring-up the Dutch to such fury as 
was needful for exploding Spain and him. 

This Duke Albert was a profoundly religious man, as all 
thoughtful men then were. Much given to Theology, to 
Doctors of Divinity ; being eager to know God’s Laws in this 
Universe, and wholesomely certain of damnation if he should 
not follow them. Fond of the profane Sciences too, especially 
of Astronomy : Erasmus Reinhold and his TahulcB Prutenicce 
were once very celebrated ; Erasmus Reinhold proclaims 
gratefully how these his elaborate Tables (done according to 
the latest discoveries, 1551 and onwards) were executed upon 
Duke Albert’s high bounty ; for which reason they are 
dedicated to Duke Albert, and called ^PruUrmoe^ meaning 
Prusskm} The University of Konigsberg was already founded 
sevarf years before, in 1544. 

^ not failed to marry, as Luther counselled ; by 

^ lUntsch, p. 855. 
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lit*. fiiJii Wifi? ht> Iiim! only clmjght.*'r» ; by hw sfcond, one. son, 
AHrtI ErifsirWi, who, wiUiout opjKisition or (liUltnilty, suc- 
iiitioil his Falhfr. 'nuis was Prewsaon acijnired to the 
Ht!ij»‘n/.o!k*n> fnr»iily ; for, l>efore long, tlu? Electoral branch 
iiieurif'ril to gift MithMmung’ (€o*jnfeftnu*nt), that is to say, 
Kventiial SuctTS'tiim j anti l*rouHRcn Ijecame a Family Heritage, 
m Ansjwoh am! Ilnimuth were. 


CHAPTER VII 

AI.IU-UIT AECIBIABES 

Om won! wiwt l» sjwjit on poor AIl)crt, Caaimir’s son,^ 
iJrcfiuiy iiiontionocl. n»is jioor Albert, whom they call 
^fi#widbr, mmif) a noise in epoch ; l»ing what some 
define as th® ‘Failure of a Frit*’; who has really features of 
him we Wi to oaH * Friwlrlch the tlreat,’ but who burnt away 
his splendid tpmlitie* m a m«!Wi b iuponuy shine for the able- 
etlitiirs, and nerear came to anything. 

A high «m! gallant young fellow, left fatherless in child- 
hmxl . p* rh ij. . he mni® too »rly into power : — ^he came, at 
any »(*!«■. in very wlcsanic timai, when Germany was all in 
coimilslon ; tlw Old R< rj<»iou and the New having at length 
broken oiit into ojwn IrntUe* with huge results to be hoped and 
fiwredi the laigiwt game going on, in sight of an 

adventwrowii ymittu How Albert staketi in it ; how he 
pky«l to ioiinetwe hdghts of sudden gain, and finally to 
niter toikwphqf, I cannot exjdain hme*. some German 
deliimtornf human dettteies, ‘Artist’ worth the name, if 
lliw* w«m noy, might fiml In him a fine subject 

tie WMs ward of his Unde George; and the probable fact 
in, no gwiidkn «mld Imv# been nmre faitibful. Nevertheless, 
m iipprs.iuhu!:* tte y«» of mnjorllv, of majority but not 
dhwrotion, he law g«#od to tiunm l with his Unde ; claimed 

* tSM*issr. 
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this and that, which was not granted : quarrel lasting for 
years. Nay matters ran so high at last, it was like to come 
to war between them, had not George been wiser. The young 
fellow actually sent a cartel to his Uncle ; challenged him to 
mortal combat, — ^at which George only wagged his old beard, 
we suppose, and said nothing. Neighbours interposed, the 
Diet itself interposed; and the matter was got quenched again. 
Leaving Albert, let us hope, a repentant young man. We 
said he was full of fire, too much of it wildfire. 

His profession was Arms ; he shone much in war ; went 
slashing and fighting through those Schmalkaldic broils, and 
others of his time ; a distinguished captain ; cutting his way 
towards something high, he saw not well what. He had great 
comradeship with Moritz of Saxony in the wars : two sworn 
brothers they, and comrades in arms : — it is the same dextrous 
Moritz, who, himself a Protestant, managed to get his too 
Protestant Cousin’s Electorate of Saxony into his hand, by 
luck of the game ; the Moritz, too, from whom Albert by 
and by got his last defeat, giving Moritz his death in return. 
That was the finale of their comradeship. All things end, 
and nothing ceases changing till it end. 

He was by position originally on the Kaiser’s side ; had 
attained great eminence, and done high feats of arms and 
generalship in his service. But being a Protestant by creed, 
he changed after that Schmalkaldic downfall (rout of Miihl- 
berg, ^4th April 1547), which brought Moritz an Electorate, 
and nearly cost Moritz’s too Protestant Cousin his life as well 
as lands.^ The victorious Kaiser growing now very high in his 
ways, there arose complaints against him from all sides, very 
loud from the Protestant side ; and Moritz and. Albert took 
to arms, with loud manifestos and the other phenomena. 

This was early in 1662, five years after Muhlberg Rout 
or Battle. The there victorious Kaiser was now suddenly 
aliliost ruined ; chased like a paxtiMge iMtd Iimspruck 

^ Account of it in DeWette, lAhinsgeschichU<Ur Herzogezu Sachsen (Weimar, 
1770), pp. 32-3S- 
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Mutml ain't, cotjls! !iav«‘ Ihtu cmij'ljt, only Moritz would not ; 

* lm«l tu» riij'o to hold w> liif^ a bird,' he mdd. Ho thi; 'i'mdy 
of Faftsan was math', mai tht* Kaiwr rnim* mwh down from 
Im lofty ways. Fatmsl 'iWitlif af (22<1 Angiint 

ir>r»2), whifh was Iho fmah* tif thost* broils, ami hnsht'd them 
ujv for a Fotn'sfon* years to fomtf. 'Fhat wtw a meniorabk' 
year io (Jerman Hffinjiintion History. 

AHntI, iiH'HHwiijh*, ball Iwen btisy in the interior of the 
rtmutry ; blaring ahifl in Erankenimwl, his imtivt; tjnnrlcr, 
with a sufffss that astimishtsl all men. For seven months he 
w*w virttmlly King of (o rmany ; mnwjmed Bninbttrg, ransoiueti 
Wiitvinint, N'ilriduTg ({daotw he liad « grudge at); ransometi 
all manner of ttwns and jtlacf i, t'sja eially rich IMshoi)* ami 
their towns, with Vrtlnm l}kt^mU stieking in tiiena,^ — at 
enonnons stmw. King of tl»e worltl for a brief stsison . 
must lmv« ha<! wmie strange tlunights to hinmdf, had tiiey 
bet*n na’ortled fttr iw. A pious man, to<» ; not in Hit* h'ast 
like ' Alfibiiults,,’ eiwa'pt in the snthlen changes of fortime he 
nntlerwenl. His Mtdto, or olti rhymed Fmyer, wideh he 
wouhl fe}M*at on getting into tilts satitllts for military work,—" 
a rtaigh riiyme of his own eotnjto.ing, is still presenr'wl. 
I^t US give it, witll an Kitgli-h fnesimih', or roughfst 
nteehaniea! pi tuil tra» u hy way of glinijise itito the htsart 
of a vnnisbtHl 'riims and its Man-at-arms ; ' 

A»f tmtt rfer tf»tr Jm»i fhriit, (Johie it tlie fsird 
MU dem Vat»r, der utmr too hf: Amt the Ksther, whit over «• to: 

iror ifar*sr M sto dit-nfr Mann, lie tlist to stomger thsn tlmt M*n,* 
Jlkt komm utul ihu‘ pin li>id mif an. IM ttiin do me * hurt when he cwi. 

He was at the of Met* (cm! of timt tame lS3g), and 
a laior’tp.d figure tliere, Itemieni have heawi of the Sie^ 
of Mels: IIow Henry n. of l%HK» fished-«p th«e ‘llirtas 
ih hojti;.- . * (Metis, Toul, VeitUm, ronstitiient part of Izirraine, 
a tJovelable freetion of Tinitst idand) front the trouhhsd sea of 
(fCrman things, by aid of Morits now Kur-Sm-hmi^ and of 

* I#. i#4, 

♦ liMi • Clif li * m * Qirl«»* f«f tlit mSw* 
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they now call it) : outmanceuvred the French, retreated with 
success ; he had already captured a grand Due d’Aumale, a 
Prince of the Guises, — ^valuable ransom to be looked for 
there. It was thought he should have made his bargain 
better with the Kaiser, before starting ; but he had neglected 
that. Albert’s course was downward thenceforth; Kaiser 
Karl’s too. The French keep these ‘Three Bishoprics {Trms 
EvicMs)^ and Teutschland laments the loss of them, to tMs 
hour. Kaiser Karl, as some write, never smiled again ; — 
abdicated, not long after; retired into the Monastery of 
St. Just, and there soon died. That is the siege of Metz, 
where Alcibiades was helpful. His own bargain with the 
Kaiser should have been better made beforehand. 

Dissatisfied with any bargain he could now get ; dissatisfied 
with the Treaty of Passau, with such a finale and hushing up 
of the Religious Controversy, and in general with himself and 
with the world, Albert again drew sword; went loose at a 
high rate upon his Bamberg-Wurzburg enemies, and, having 
raised supplies there, upon Moritz and those Passau-Treatiers. 
He was beaten at last by Moritz, ‘ Sunday, 9th July 1553,’ 
at a place called Sievershausen in the Hanover Country, 
where Moritz himself perished in the action. — Albert fled 
thereupon to France. No hope in France. No luck in other 
small and desperate stakings of his : the game is done. Albert 
returns to a Sister he had, to her Husband's Court in Baden ; 
a broken, bare and bankrupt man ; — soon dies there, childless, 
leaving the shadow of a name.^ 

^ Here, chiefly from Kohler {Munzielusiigungmt iii- 4x4-416), is the durono- 
logy of Albert’s operations ; 

Seizure of Niimberg etc., llth May to 22d June 1552; Innsprack {with 
Treaty of Passau) follows. Then Si^e of Metz, October to December 1552; 
Bamberg, Wtirzburg and Niimberg ransomed again, April 1553 i Battle of 
Sievershausen, 9th July 1553. 'Wlirzburg etc. explode against him ; Ban of the 
Empire, 4th May 1554. To France thereupon? retnms, hoping to negotiate, 
end of 1556 ; aes at Pforzheim, at his Sister’s, 8th January 1557.— See Pa.uli, 
iii. 120-138. See also Dr. Erittnerungen an diejenigen MarJ^t^en;etc. 

(a reprint from the Archiv fOr GescMchU and AUerthamskunde in Ober-Franken, 
Year 1841). 
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indolent, impotent day-dreaming and tobacco-smoking, of 
poor Modern Germany) which has followed therefrom , — Ach 
Gott, he might have been a ‘ Sticcess of a Fritz ’ three times 
over ! He might have been a German Cromwell ; beckoning 
his People to fly, eagle-like, straight towards the Sun ; instead 
of screwing about it in that sad, uncertain, and far too spiral 
manner ! — ^But it lay not in him ; not in his capabilities or 
opportunities, after all : and we but waste time in such 
speculations. 


CHAPTER VIII 

HISTORICAL MEANING OF THE REFORMATION 

The Culmbach Brothers, we observe, play a more import- 
ant part in that era than their seniors and chiefs of Branden- 
burg. These Culmbachers, Margraf George and Albert of 
Preussen at the head of them, march valiantly forward in the 
Reformation business ; while Kitr-Brcmdmburg, Joachim i., 
their senior Cousin, is talking loud at Diets, galloping to 
Iimspruck and the like, zealous on the Conservative side ; and 
Cardinal Albert, Kw-Mainz, his eloquent brother, is eager to 
make matters smooth and avoid violent methods. 

The Reformation was the great Event of that Sixteenth 
Century ; according as a man did something in that, or did 
nothing and obstructed doing, has he much claim to memory, 
or no claim, in this age of ours. The more it becomes 
apparent that the Reformation was the Event then transact- 
ing itself, was the thing that Germany and Europe either did 
or refused to do, the more does the historical significance of 
men attach itself to the phases of that transaction. Accord- 
ingly we notice henceforth that the memorable points of 
Brandenburg History, what of it sticks naturaUy to the 
memory of a reader or student, connect themselves of their 
own accord, almost all, with the History of the Reformation. 
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That has proved to be the Law of Nature in regard to 
them, softly establishing itself ; and it is ours to follow that 
law. 

Brandenburg, not at first unanimously, by no means too 
inconsiderately, but with overwhelming unanimity when the 
matter became clear, was lucky enough to adopt the Refor- 
mation ; — and stands by it ever since in its ever- widening 
scope, amid such difficulties as there might be. Brandenburg 
had felt somehow, that it could do no other. And ever onwards 
through the times even of our little Fritz and farther, if we 
will understand the word ^Reformation,*’ Brandenburg so 
feels ; being, at this day, to an honourable degree, incapable 
of believing incredibilities, of adopting solemn shams, or pre- 
tending to live on spiritual moonshine. Which has been of 
uncountable advantage to Brandenburg : — ^how could it 
fail ? This was what we must call obeying the audible voice 
of Heaven, To which same * voice,’ at that time, all that 
did not give ear, — ^what has become of them since ; have they 
not signally had the penalties to pay ! 

^ Penalties’ ; quarrel not with the old phraseology, good 
reader ; attend rather to the thing it means. The word was 
heard of old, with a right solemn meaning attached to it, from 
theological pulpits and such places ; and may still be heard 
there with a half meaning, or with no meaning, though it has 
rather become obsolete to modem ears. But the thing should 
not have fallen obsolete; the thing is a grand and solemn 
truth, expressive of a silent Law of Heaven, which continues 
forever valid. The most untheological of men may still 
assert the thing; and invite all men to notice it, as a silent 
monition and prophecy in this Universe; to take it, with 
more of awe than they are wont, as a correct reading of the 
Will of the Eternal in respect of such matters ; and, in their 
modem sphere, to bear the same well in mind. For it is 
perfectly certain, and may be seen with eyes in aa^y quarter of 
Europe at this day. 

Protestant or not Protestant ? The question meant every- 
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where : ^ Is there anything of nobleness in you, 0 Nation, 
or is there nothing ? Are there, in this Nation, enough of 
heroic men to venture forward, and to battle for God'^s Truth 
versus the Devifs Falsehood, at the peril of life and more ? 
Men who prefer death, and all else, to living under False- 
hood, — who, once for all, will not live under Falsehood ; but 
having drawn the sword against it (the time being come for 
that rare and important step), throw away the scabbard, and 
can say, in pious clearness, with their whole soul : Come on, 
then ! Life under Falsehood is not good for me ; and we 
will try it out now. Let it be to the death between us, then! ’ 

Once risen into this divine white-heat of temper, were it 
only for a season and not again, the Nation is thenceforth 
considerable through all its remaining history. \\Tiat im- 
mensities of dross and crypto-poisonous matter will it not 
burn-out of itself in that high temperature, in the course of 
a few years ! Witness Cromwell and his Puritans, — ^making 
England habitable even under the Charles-Second terms for a 
couple of centuries more. Nations are benefited, I believe, 
for ages, by being thrown once into divine white-heat in this 
manner. And no Nation that has not had such divine 
paroxysms at any time is apt to come to much. 

That was now, in this epoch, the English of ^adopting 
Protestantism’ ; and we need not wonder at the results which 
it has had, and which the want of it has had. For the want 
of it is literally the want of loyalty to the Maker of this 
Universe. He who wants that, what else has he, or can he 
have ? If you do not, you Man or you Nation, love the 

Truth enough, but try to make a chapman -bargain with 

Truth, instead of giving yourself wholly soul and body and 
life to her. Truth will not live with you. Truth will depart 
from you ; and only Logic, ^ Wit’ (for example, ^ London 
Wit’), Sophistry, Virtu, the Esthetic Arts, and perhaps (for 
a short while) Book-keeping by Double Entry, will abide with 
you. You will follow falsity, and think it truth, you unfor- 
tunate man or nation. You will right surely, you for one, 
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stumble to tbe Devil ; and are every day and hour, little as 
you imagine it, making progress thither. 

Austria, Spain, Italy, France, Poland, — ^the offer of the 
Reformation v^as made everywhere ; and it is curious to see 
what has become of the nations that would not hear it. In 
all countries were some that accepted; but in many there 
were not enough, and the rest, slowly or swiftly, with fatal 
difficult industry, contrived to bum them out. Austria was 
once full of Protestants ; but the hide-bound Flemish-Spanish 
Kaiser-element presiding over it, obstinately, for two centuries, 
kept saying, ^No; we, with our dull, obstinate Cimburgis 
underlip and lazy eyes, with our ponderous Austrian depth of 
Habituality and indolence of Intellect, we prefer steady 
Darkness to uncertain new Light ! ’ — and all men may see 
where Austria now is. Spain still more ; poor Spain, going 
about, at this time, making its ^ pronurwiamientos'^ i all the 
factious attorneys in its little towns assembling to pronounce 
virtually this, ^ The Old is a lie, then ; — good Heavens, after 
we so long tried hard, harder than any nation, to think it a 
truth ! — ^and if it be not Rights of Man, Red Republic and 
Progress of the Species, we know not what now to believe or 
to do ; and are as a people stumbling on steep places, in the 
darlmess of midnight !’ — ^They refused Truth when she came ; 
and now Truth knows nothing of them. AH stars, and 
heavenly lights, have become veiled to such men ; they must 
now follow terrestrial ignesjhtm^ and think them stars. That 
is the doom passed upon them. 

Italy too had its Protestants; but Italy killed them; 
managed to extinguish Protestantism. Italy , put up silently 
with Practical Lies of all kinds; and? shmgging its shoulders, 
preferred going into Dilettantism and the Fine Arts. The 
Italians, instead of the sacred service of Fact and Performance, 
did Music, Painting, and the like : — ^till even that has become 
impossible for them ; and no noble Nation, sunk from virtue 
to virtif ever offered such a spectacle before, v He that will 
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prefer Dilettantism in this world for his outfit, shall have it ; 
but all the gods will depart from him ; and manful veracity, 
earnestness of purpose, devout depth of soul, shall no more 
be his. He can if he like make himself a soprano, and sing 
for hire ; — and probably that is the real goal for him. 

But the sharpest-cut example is France ; to which we con- 
stantly return for illustration. France, with its keen intellect, 
saw the truth and saw the falsity, in those Protestant times ; 
and, with its ardour of generous impulse, was prone enough 
to adopt the former. France was within a hairsbreadth of 
becoming actually Protestant. But France saw good to 
massacre Protestantism, and end it in the night of St. Bar- 
tholomew 157^. The celestial Apparitor of Heaven’s 
Chancery, so we may speak, the Genius of Fact and Veracity, 
had left his Writ of Summons ; Writ was read ; — and replied 
to in this manner. The Genius of Fact and Veracity ac- 
cordingly withdrew; — was staved-ofF, got kept away, for 
two-hundred years. But the writ of Summons had been 
served ; Heaven’s Messenger could not stay away for ever. 
No ; he returned duly ; with accounts run up, on compound 
interest, to the actual hour, in 1792; — and then, at last, 
there had to be a ^Protestantism’; and we know of what 
kind that was ! — 

Nations did not so understand it, nor did Brandenburg 
more than the others ; but the question of questions for them 
at that time, decisive of their history for half a thousand 
years to come, was, Will you obey the heavenly voice, or will 
you not ? 


CHAPTEE IX 
KUEFUEST JOACHIM I 

BnAOTTOBUEG, in the matter of the Reformation, was at 
first, ^with Albert of Mainz, Tetzel’s friend, on the one side. 
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and Pious George of Anspach, ‘ Nit Kob db^ on the other, — 
certainly a divided house. But, after the first act, it conspicu- 
ously ceased to be divided ; nay, Kur-Brandenburg and Kur- 
Mainz themselves had known tendencies to the Reformation, 
and were well aware that the Church could not stand as it 
was. Nor did the cause want partisans in Berlin, in Branden- 
burg, — hardly to be repressed from breaking into flame, while 
Kurfiirst Joachim was so prudent and conservative. Of this 
loud Kurfurst Joachim i., here and there mentioned already, 
let us now say a more express word.^ 

Joachim i.. Big John’s son, hesitated hither and thither 
for some time, trying if it would not do to follow the Kaiser 
Karl v.’s lead ; and at length, crossed in his temper perhaps 
by the speed his friends were going at, declared formally 
against any farther Reformation ; and in his own family and 
country was strict upon the point. He is a man, as I judge, 
by no means without a temper of his own ; very loud 
occasionally in the Diets and elsewhere ; — reminds me a little 
of a certain King Friedrich Wilhelm, whom my readers shall 
know by and by. A big, surly, rather bottle-nosed man, with 
thick lips, abstruse wearied eyes, and no eyebrows to speak of : 
not a beautiful man, when you cross him overmuch. 


Of JoacfmrCs Wfe cmd Brother-m4aw 

His wife was a Danish JPrincess, Sister of poor Christian in, 
King of that Country : dissolute Christian, who took up with 
a huxter- woman’s daughter, — ‘ mother sold gingerbread,’ it 
would appear, ^at Bergen in Norway,’ where Christian was 
Viceroy ; Christian made acceptable love to the daughter, 
^Dimke (Dovekin, Colwmhmaf as he Called her. Nay he 
made the gingerbread mother a kind of prime-min’ster, said 
Bie angry public, justly scandalised at this of the / Dovekin.’ 
He was married, meanwhile, to KaA y* s owix Sister ; but con^ 

^ 1484, 1499, 1 535 5 birth, accession, death of Joachim# 
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tinned that other connexion.^ He had rash notions, now for 
the Reformation, now against it, when he got to be King ; a 
very rash, unwise, explosive man. He made a ^Stockholm 
Blutbad^ still famed in History (kind of open, ordered or 
permitted, Massacre of eighty or a hundred of his chief 
enemies there), ^ Bloodbath,’ so they name it ; in Stockholm, 
where indeed he was lawful King, and not without unlawful 
enemies, had a bloodbath been the way to deal with them. 
Gustavus Vasa was a young fellow there, who dextrously 
escaped this Bloodbath, and afterwards came to something. 

In Denmark and Sweden, rash Christian made ever more 
enemies ; at length he was forced to run, and they chose 
another King or successive pair of Kings. Christian fled to 
Kaiser Karl at Brussels ; complained to Kaiser Karl, his 
Brother-in-law, — ^whose Sister he had not used well. Kaiser 
Karl listened to his complaints, with hanging underlip, with 
heavy, deep, undecipherable eyes; evidently no help from 
Karl. 

Christian, after that, wandered about with inexecutable 
speculations, and projects to recover his crown or crowns; 
sheltering often with Kurfurst Joachim, who took a great deal 
of trouble about him, first and last ; or with the Elector of 
Saxony, Friedrich the Wise, or after him, with Johann the 
Steadfast V.D.M.I. JE.’ whom we saw at Augsburg), who 
were his Mother’s Brothers, and beneficent men. He was in 
Saxony, on such terms, coming and going, when a certain 
other Flight thither took place, soon to be spoken of, which 
is the cause of our mentioning him here. — In the end (a.!). 
1532) he did get some force together, and made sail to 
Norway ; but could do no execution whatever there ; — on the 
contrary, was frozen-in on the coast during winter; seized, 
carried to Copenhagen, and packed into the ^Castle of 
Sonderburg,’ a grim sea-lodging on the shore of Schleswig, — 

1 Here are the dates of tMs poor Christiaa, ia a lump. Bom, 1481 ; King, 
1513 (Dovekin before); iparried, 1515 J turned off, 1523; invades, taken 
prisoner, 1532 5 dies 1559* Cousin, and then Cousin’s Son, succeeded. 

VOL. I. f 
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prisoner for the rest of his life, which lasted, long enough. 
Six-and-twenty years of prison ; the first seventeen years of it 
strict and hard, almost of the dungeon sort ; the remainder, 
on his fairly abdicating, was in another Castle, that of 
Callundborg in the Island of Zealand, ‘ with fine apartments 
and conveniences,’ and even good bouse of liquor now and 
then,’ at discretion of the old soul. That was the end of 
headlong Christian n. ; he lasted in this manner to the age 
of seventy-eight.^ 

Hir Jister Elizabeth at Brandenburg is perhaps, in regard 
to natural character, recognisably of the same kin as Christian ; 
but her behaviour is far different from his. She too is zealous 
for the Reformation ; but she has a right to be so, and her 
notions that way are steady ; and she has hitherto, though in 
a difficult position, done honour to her creed. Surely Joachim 
is difficult to deal with ; is very positive now that he has declared 
himself : ^ In my house at least shall be nothing farther ot 
that unblessed stuff.’ Poor Lady, I see domestic difficulties 
very thick upon her ; nothing but division, the very children 
ranging themselves in parties. She can pray to Heaven ; she 
must do her wisest. 

She partook once, by some secret opportunity, of the ‘ com- 
mumon xmder both kinds ’ ; one of her Daughters noticed and 
knew; told Father of it. Father knits-up his thick lips; 
rolls his abstruse dissatisfied eyes, in an ominous manner : the 
poor Lady, probably possessed of an excitable imagination too, 
trembles for herself. ‘It is thought. His DurcMaucht will 
wall you up for life, my Serene Lady; dark prison for life, 
which probably may not be long ! ’ These surmises were 
of no credibility : but there and then the poor Lady, in a 
shiver of terror, decides that she must run ; goes off actually, 
one night (‘Monday after the Lceta^ey which we find is 24th 

Xi. Stoats^ 

^ 1731. the % Book % jaolWg), p. 241 ; 

A^m«m 4 s Htstmrisches Lexicon (Leipzig, 1709), § Christianas IX. 
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March) in the year 1528/ in a mean vehicle under cloud of 
darkness, with only one maid and groom, — driving for life. 
That is very certain : she too is on flight towards Saxony, to 
shelter with her xincle Kurfiirst Johann, — ^unless for reasons of 
state he scruple ? On the dark road her vehicle broke down ; 
a spoke given way, — ^ Not a bit of rope to splice it,’ said the 
improvident groom. Take my lace-veil here,’ said the poor 
Princess ; and in this guise she got to Torgau (I could guess, 
her poor Brother’s lodging), — ^and thence, in short time, to the 
fine Schloss of Lichtenberg hard by ; Uncle Johann, to whom 
she had zealously left an option of refusal, having as zealously 
permitted and invited her to continue there. "V^ich she did 
for many years. 

Nor did she get the least molestation from Husband 
Joachim ; who I conjecture had intended, though a man of a 
certain temper, and strict in his own house, something short 
of -walling-up for life: — ^poor Joachim withal! ^However, 
since you are gone. Madam, go 1 ’ Nor did he concern himself 
with Christian n. farther, but let him lie in prison at his 
leisure. As for the Lady, he even let his children visit her 
at Lichtenberg; Crypto-Protestants all; and, among them, 
the repentant Daughter who had peached upon her. 

Poor Joachim, he makes a pious speech on his death-bed, 
solemnly warning his Son against these newfangled heresies ; 
the Son being already possessed of them in his heart.^ What 

^ Pauli (ii. 584) j who cites Seckendorf, and this fraction of a Letter of Luthei^s, 
to one ‘ Linckus * or Lincke, written on the Friday following (28th March 1528) : 

^The Electress* {Margravine he calls her) ‘has fled from Berlin, by help of 
her Brother the King of Denmark’ (poor Christian li.) ‘to our Prince’ Johann 
the Steadfast), ‘ because her Elector had determined to waU her up, as is reported, 
on account of the Eucharist under both species. Pray for our Prince ; the pious 
man and affectionate soul gets a great deal of trouble with his kindred? Or thus 
in the Original ; 

* Marchionissa aufugit a Berlin, auxilio fratris, Regis Dania, ad nostrum 
Princifem, quod Marchio statuerat earn immurare {ut dicitur) proffer Eucha- 
risizam utriusque sfeciei* Ora fro nostro Princife / der fromme Mann und 
hers&Hche Mensch ist doch ja wohl geplaget’ (Seckendorf, Bisioria Lutheranismi, 
ii. § 62, No. 8, p. 122). ® Speech given in Rentsch, pp. 434 - 439 - 
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could Father do more? Both Father and Son, I suppose, 
were weeping. This was in 1535, this last scene; things 
looking now more ominous than ever* Of Kurfiirst Joachim 
I will remember nothing farther, except that once, twenty- 
three years before, he ^ held a Tourney in Neu-K-uppin,’ year 
1512; Tourney on the most magnificent scale, and in New- 
Ruppin,’^ a place we shall know by and by. 

As to the Lady, she lived eighteen years in that fine 
Schloss of Lichtenberg ; saw her children as we said ; and, 
silently or otherwise, rejoiced in the creed they were getting. 
She saw Luther^s self sometimes ; ^ had him several times to 
dinner’ ; he would call at her Mansion, when his journeys lay 
that way. She corresponded with him diligently; nay, once, 
for a three months, she herself went across and lodged with 
Dr. Luther and his Kate; as a royal Lady might with a 
heroic Sage, — ^though the Sage’s income was only Twenty-four 
pounds sterling annually. There is no doubt about that visit 
of three months ; one thinks of it, as of something human, 
something homely, ingenuous and pretty. Nothing in surly 
Joachim’s history is half so memorable to me, or indeed 
memorable at all in the stage we are now come to. 

The Lady survived Joachim twenty years ; of these she 
spent eleven still at Lichtenberg, in no over-haste to return. 
However, her Son, the new Elector, declaring for Protestantism, 
she at length yielded to his invitations s came back (1646), 
and ended her days at Berlin in a peaceable and venerable 
manner. Luckless Brother Christian is lying under lock-and- 
key all this while ; smuggling out messages, and so on ; — ^like 
a voice from the land of Dreams or of NightmO'^es, painful, 
impracticable, coming now and them 

* Pauli, ii. 466 w 
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CHAPTER X 

KURFUKST JOACHIM II 

Joachim ii,. Sixth. Elector, no doubt after painful study, 
and intricate silent consideration ever since his twelfth year 
when Luther was first heard of over the world, came gradually, 
and before his Father’s death had already come, to the con- 
clusion of adopting the Confession of Augsburg, as the true 
Interpretation of this Universe, so far as we had yet got; and 
did so, publicly, in the year 1539.^ To the great joy of 
Berlin and the Brandenburg populations generally, who had 
been of a Protestant humour, hardly restrainable by Law, for 
some years past. By this decision Joachim held fast, with a 
stout, weighty grasp ; nothing spasmodic in his way of handling 
the matter, and yet a heartiness which is agreeable to see. He 
could not join in the Schmalkaldic War ; seeing, it is probable, 
small chance for such a War, of many chiefs and little counsel ; 
nor was he willing yet to part from the Kaiser Karl v., who 
was otherwise very good to him. 

He had fought personally for this Kaiser, twice over, against 
the Turks; first as Brandenburg Captain, learning his art; 
and afterwards as Kaiser’s Generalissimo, in 1542. He did no 
good upon the Turks, on that latter occasion ; as indeed what 
good was to be done, in such a quagmire of futilities as 
Joachim’s element there was ? ‘ Too sumptuous in his dinners, 

too much wine withal ! ’ hint some calumniously-^ ‘ Hector of 
Germany ! ’ say others. He tried some small prefatory Siege 
or scalade of Pesth ; could not do it ; and came his ways home 
again, as the best course. Pedant Chroniclers give him the 
name Hector^ ^ Joachim Hector,’ — ^to match that of Cicero and 
that oiAchMks. A man of solid structure, this our Hector, in 
body and mind : extensive cheeks, very large heavy-laden face ; 
capable of terrible bursts of anger, as his kind generally were. 

' Rents|db» 45^ ® Paiilus Jovius, etc. See Pauli, iiL 70-73* 
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The Schmalkaldic War went to water, as the Germans 
phrase it : Kur-Sachsen, — ^that is, Johann Friedrich the Mag- 
nanimous, Son of Johann ‘ V.D.M.I.iE.,’ and Nephew of 
Friedrich the Wise, — ^had his sorrowfully valid reasons for the 
War ; large force too, plenty of zealous copartners, Philip of 
Hessen and others; but no generalship, or not enough, for 
such a business. Big Army, as is apt enough to happen, 
fell short of food ; Kaiser Karl hung on the outskirts, waiting 
confidently till it came to famine. Johann Friedrich would 
attempt nothing decisive while provender lasted — and having 
in the end, strangely enough, and somewhat deaf to advice, 
divided his big army into three separate parts, — Johann 
Friedrich was himself, with one of those parts, surprised at 
Miihlberg, on a Sunday when at church (24th April 1547); 
and was there beaten to sudden ruin, and even taken captive, 
like to have his head cut off, by the triumphant angry Kaiser. 
Philip of Hessen, somewhat wiser, was home to Marburg, safe 
with his part, in the interim. — ^Elector Joachim ii. of Branden- 
burg had good reason to rejoice in his own cautious reluctances 
on this occasion. However, he did now come valiantly up, 
hearing what severities were in the wind. 

He pleaded earnestly, passionately, he and Cousin or already 
^Elector’ Moritz,^ — ^who was just getting Johann Friedrich’s 
Electorship fished-away from him out of these troubles,^ — ^for 
Johann Friedrich of Saxony’s life, first of all. For Johann’s 
life Jirst ; this is a thing not to be dispensed with, your 
Majesty, on any terms whatever ; a sine qu& mn^ this life to 
Protestant Germany at large. To which the Kaiser indicated, 
‘He would see; not immediate death at any rate; we will 
see.’ A life that could not and must not be taken in this 
manner : this was the first point. Then, secondly^ that Philip 
of Hessen, now home again at Marburg;— not a bad or disloyal 
man, tl|ough headlong, and with two wives,*- — ^might not be 
forfeited; but that peace and pardon might be granted him, 
mi his entire submissioii. To which second point the Kaiser 

! 102. ? Kurfltrst, 4th JuBe IS47* 
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answered, ‘ YeSj then, on his submission.’ These were the two 
points, piese pleadings went on at Halle, where the l ^aispr 
now lies, in triumphantly victorious humour, in 1he early days 
of June, Year 1647. Johaim Friedrich of Saxony had been, 
by some Imperial Court-Council or other,— Spanish merely, I 
suppose, — doomed to die. Sentence was signified to him while 
he sat at chess : ‘ Can wait till we end the game,’ thought 
Johann ; — ‘ Pergmiusj’ said he to his comrade, ‘ Let us go on, 
then r Sentence not to be executed till one see. 

With Philip of Hessen things had a more conclusive aspect. 
Philip had accepted the terms procured for him ; which had 
been laboriously negotiated, brought to paper, and now wanted 
only the sign-manual to them: ‘Ohm dnigen Gefangniss 
(without any imprisonment),’ one of the chief clauses. And 
so Philip now came over to Halle ; was met and welcomed by 
his two friends, Joachim and Moritz, at Naumburg, a stage 
before Halle ; — clear now to make his submission, and beg 
pardon of the Kaiser, according to bargain. On the morrow, 
19th June 1647, the Papers were got signed. And next day, 
SOth June, Philip did, according to bargain, openly beg pardon 
of the Kaiser, in his Majesty’s Hall of Audience (Town House 
of Halle, I suppose) ; ‘ knelt at the Kaiser’s feet publicly on 
both knees, while his Kanzler read the submission and entreaty, 
as agreed upon’ ; and, alas, then the Kaiser said nothing at 
all to him I Kaiser looked haughtily, with impenetrable eyes 
and shelf-lip, over the head of him ; gave him no hand to kiss ; 
and left poor Philip kneeling there. An awkward position 
indeed -whidh any German Painter that there were, might 
make a Picture of, I have sometimes thought. Picture of 
some meaning, more or less, — ^if for symbolic Towers of 
Babel, mediseval mythologies, and extensive smearings of that 
kind, he covdd find leisure 1 —Philip having knelt a reason- 

able time, and ^finding there was no help for it, rose in the 
dread sitence (some say, with too sturdy an expression of 
ccmtenance) ; and. retired firom the affair, having at least done 
his pSirif 
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The next practical thing was now supper, or as we of this 
age should call it, dinner. Uncommonly select and high 
supper: host the Duke of Alba; where Joachim, Elector 
Moritz, and another high Official, the Bishop of Arras, were to 
welcome poor Philip after his troubles. How the grand supper 
went, I do not hear : possibly a little constrained ; the Kaiser\s 
strange silence sitting on all men^s thoughts ; xiot to be spoken 
of in the present company. At length the guests rose to go 
away. Philip’s lodging is with Moritz (who is his son-in-law, 
as learned readers know) : ‘ You Philip, your lodging is mine ; 
my lodging is yours, — I should say! Cannot we ride to- 
gether.?’ — ^Philip is not permitted to go,’ said Imperial 
Officiality; ^Philip is to continue here, and we fear go to 
prison.’ — ^ Prison P ’ cried they all : ^ O/irie kinigkn Gi^mig7iu\s 
(without any imprisonment) ! ’ — ^ As we read the words, it is 
“ Ohne EwiGEN G^dngniss (without eternal imprisonment),” ’ 
answer the others. And so, according to popular tradition, 
which has little or no credibility, though printed in many 
Books, their false Secretary had actually modified it. 

^No intention of imprisoning his DurchlaiLcht of Hessen 
forever ; not forever ! ’ answered they. And Kurfiirst Joachim, 
in astonished indignation, after some remonstrating and argu- 
ing, louder and louder, which profited nothing, blazed out into 
a very whirlwind of rage ; drew his sword, it is whispered with 
a shudder, — drew his sword, or was for drawing it, upon tlie 
Duke of Alba; and would have done, God knows what, had 
not friends flung themselves between, and got the Duke away, 
or him away.^ Other accounts bear, that it was upon the 
Bishop of Arras he drew his sword; which is a somewhat 
diflerent matter. Perhaps he drew it on both ; or on men and 
things in general ; — for his indignation knew no bounds. The 
heavy solid man ; yet with a human heart in him after all, and 
a Hohenzollem abhorrence of chicanery, capable of rising to 
the transcendent pitch ! His wars against the Turks, md his 
other Hectorships, I will forget ; but this, of a face so extensive 
^ Pauli, iii. 103. 



CHAI*. X.j Kr UFUUST JOAC'HIM XI US 

tindliHl all iiitu tisvba' lin* ft>r jtiMir lliilip's Mukij, shall b« 
HifiJiurahh* li> iiu\ 

Fhilip g»tt *ntt In nuti hy, tlwmgh with dilf’K’uIt.y ; the KaiKcr 
pnniag \ erv Ntill' in the snatler ; inwl only yh-lding lu nhstinate 
juv: in.' ,, ntul the iV>ne uf tinu* ami events Philip got away ; 
mill thi'ii how .hiliiuui Krieilrieh of SaetiHen, after lM‘ing kxl 
alumi for five yeiUM, in the Kaiwer's tiuin, a ixauieinnwl man, 
liable to !«• i’Xeeiiteii any day, dul likewise at halt gtit away, 
with his iwiui mife aiul IChHtornle gone : tlmae are known 
llistorienl events, which we ghuiml at almwly* on another 
iK*orc. 

Far, liy ansi by, th*' Kaisier finuiti bmgher wlicitation than 
tliia of .Itaschiin’s. 'riic Kaiwr, by his high carnage in this 
awl other such matters, hiul at length kimlkxi a new War 
rouiMl him ; ansi he then mam fsinnsl himself rtxiu«*d to 
extremiliea again ; chiwxl ts» the i’ynjl iMsnmtaiiis, amt sililigisl 
to comply with many things. New War, of spiito other 
• uipha.hi mul iiciiinc.-incnt Umn the Sehmalkaldic one; 
miwsagsHl by Ktei*t«»f Morit* amt «mr psKir friend Albert 
Aicibiatlea a« piliu ipul ., A Kaiser chamxl into the mouulains, 
capable of Iming wiml by a little :.psnTiug (aptme him ?’ 
said AUwrt. • I Imve no cage big enough for such a bird I ’ 
arwwerixl Morib* ; ani! the Kaiser wa» Is-l nin. How he mn 
then tsjttiml# 'rreaty «f Paawm (155S), lowanls Siege of Mete 
and other mat citnchisism'., ‘ AlHiicalinii ’ the (hmie of them: 
these aim* are known jilwwos in Ui« Iteforinution Mittoiy, at 
bitibai at almve, 

Hew at Halle, in the year the gn*t Kaiser, with 

Protestantkin inanachal at Ids feet, mul many things going 
pro-pt rosis, wan at his ctdmitiating {xtint. He psd>lishcd his 
/rilrrm (IS-IHh Wlnst you troublttsonie l*nitaita«t* ant to do, 
In the mean linn*, wldht the ('otmei! of Trent is sitting, and 
till it and t dwsde for yonh and in short, dmv« and wiiml-in 
Oia Itcicli with a high liawl artd a sliarji whip, for the time 
being, Tronblwotne Protestmit* mostly nywrlttd Ha: Interim ; 
Morite Aldbiati^ wiUi Francse in the mix of them, 
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took to arms in that way ; took to ransoming fat Bishoprics 
(« Verhm Didboll Manet^ we know where !) ; — ^took to chas- 
ing Kaisers into the mountains ; — and times came soon round 
again. In all these latter broils Kurfiirst Joachim ii., deeply 
interested, as we may fancy, strove to keep quiet; and to 
prevail, by weight of influence and wise counsel, rather than 
by fighting with his Kaiser. 

One sad little anecdote I recollect of Joachim : an Acci- 
dent, which happened in those Passau-Interim days, a year or 
two after that drawing of the sword on Alba. Kurfurst 
Joachim unfortunately once fell through a staircase, in that 
time ; being, as I guess, a heavy man. It was in the Castle 
of Grimnitz, one of his many Castles, a spacious enough old 
Hunting-seat, the repairs of which had not been well attended 
to. The good Herr, weighty of foot, was leading down his 
Electress to dinner one day in this Schloss of Grimnitz ; broad 
stair climbs round a grand Hall, hung with stag-trophies, 
groups of weapons, and the like hall-furniture. An unlucky 
timber yielded ; yawning chasm in the staircase ; Joachim and 
his good Princess sank by gravitation ; Joachim to the floor 
with little hurt; his poor Princess (horrible to think of), 
being next the wall, came upon the stag-horns and boar- 
spears down below 1 ^ The poor Lady’s hurt was indescrib- 
able : she walked lame all the rest of her days ; and Joachim, 
I hope (hope, but not with confidence),® loved her all the 
better for it. This unfortunate old Schloss of Grimnitz, 
some thirty miles northward of Berlin, was, — by the Eighth 
Kurfurst, Joachim Friedrich, Grandson of this one, with great 
renown to himself and to it, — converted into am Endowed 
High School : the famed Joachimsthcd Gymnasium, still famed, 
though now under some change of circumstances^ amd removed 
to Berlin itself.® 

Joachim’s first Wife, from whom descend the following 
Kurfursts, was a daughter of that Duke George of Saxony, 

1 Pauli, iii 112. 

* Nicolai, p. 725. 
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celebrated frientl, * If it rtiiiiwl Ouko-tJemges nine 
days running.’ 

Joarhim ffets in. Pmmm 

ITris second Wife, she of the m«idont at (»rii«nit*, wan 
Hedwig, King Stgisnmn<l of rofantl’s daughter ; which con- 
nexion, it is bought, heli>ed Joiuhitn well in getting what they 
call the MitdekAnuf^ of Freuiwen (for it was he that achieved 
this point) from King Sigismund. 

M'dhelt'hmtng (C«-infeftnient) in l*rcu8»en; whcrchy is 
solemnly acknowledged the right of Joachim and his I’oaterity 
to the reversion of PreuNsen, should the Culndmch Line of 
I>uke All>ert happen to fail. It was a thing Joachim long 
strove for j till at length his Father-in-law did, some twenty 
years hence, concede it him.* Shmdd Alhctrt's iJne fail, then, 
the other Culmlmchem get Freussen ; should tlie ('ulmhachcrs 
all fail, the Merlin Brandenburgera get ft The f’ulinhachcrs 
are at this time mther scacM of heirs : ptor Alcibiadcs died 
childless, as we know, and C^indr’s Line ia extinct; Duke 
Albert himself has left only one Mon, who now succeetla in 
Preussen ; still young, and not of the best omens. Margraf 
Geoige the Pious, he left only Gemge fWmWch ; an excellent 
man, who is now jait-ipcnais in the world, and wedded long 
since, but has no chiklren. So that bctwwn Joachim's line 
and Preusaen there are only two intermediate heirs -and it 
was a thing cmuwnlly worth looking aftw. Nor has it wanted 
that And so Kurftirst Joachim, almost at the end of his 
i^mrse, haa now made sure of it 

JfmtMm malm * iltrUage-ffmiherheoi'* mth ih$ JMm tf 

lAegmtit 

Anotihear f««t of like nature Jtmehim it. had long ago 
«hi©ved ; i^idh likewise in iha lang-ron proved imporbuit b 
his IPkmily, «jd In tibw TTLIitiy of the world : « * 

* IHte, Lublin, |tttr <S^s I’bnll, W. I77>I79, 1931 Huniicb, {). 4571 
StSDMl, 1. 341, 34s. 
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hnida-uriff,'' m llney term it, with Um> Ikike wf l.u-'nit/, 
date 1537, F,rhrirhrihh ru7'.;( (* lleritaijr - HrMtherhtMHi,* 
iiu'iiniug €o\'(!imnt to sumw! tin I'aihiir of Ilfifts 

to either) Inui in all times lH«ii a ctiinmon jwietioii among 
(kriuan Princes well af!eett?tl to each other. FriiKlrich ji., 
tl»e then Duke of l.icgrhti', wo have transietiUy m.‘n, was 
relatttl to the Family ; he hat! heen eslremely Iwijifui in 
hritiging his young friend AH»rt of Preiiwatii'* allkim to a 
gowl ksue, — whose Niece, witiml, Iw ImmI weddeti : in fact, 
he wiius a close friend of this otir Joacliiiit's ; and tlim» liati 
long lieen a growing cusmexion hetw«en tlw two ilon*^^ hy 
inlcnnaiTiagcs and gixai oifam 

The Dukes of Liegnit/ were J'i»verf-!g(!-IViniw», nmi« of 
the old Pittsts of Ikiland ; and itad perfwt right to enter into 
this ironsjuditm of an /'r/af tcKi.t . wj^ii wlmta tlmy 
liked. True, idiey hml, above two-h«winHi ymrs laifnre, in 
the days of King dohaim Ich-dikm (a.n. ISSB), vulnntariiy 
constituted tljcmseiviw Vassals of the CVown of Itohetnla : * 
but the right to dlsjaise of Uadr IjuuN m they pleaiiedi had, 
all along, been carefully Ju-kmmSulgrd, and navedl entire. 
And, HO kte as 1521, Just sixteen ymn »g 0 , the Ikihemian 
King Vlmlislaus the I/ist, our good Mwgraf t5ci»cg»-\ frknal, 
luul 1 'xjin s.sly, in it Deed still extant, oowiniieil to them, with 
all the cnijihasis and atiijditude Unit I«ft tlo * s f.hti'y «mld[ 
bring to l)mr uiioi* it, the riglit to dhpwe rf said in 

any manner of way : * by writtoa tateieiit, or by verW ew 
their deathbed, they can, as see give away, aelt, 

pawn, dis|}t»o of, and cschangc (w/jifro, *cf/l jn.fo, stow, 
V0rseh<iffhn^ verweehsekt) tlwwe said iiunh.,* to iui l« ii)*th mmI 
with all mattner of freetiom. WItich jirivit. -'f h;ul likewise 
been oonfirmeti, twice over (ISiil, hy l.mlsij^f tlm wwtt 

Kin^ hmdwig Ohnc Htnut^ who iKii tM-*! in tic- hogs of 
Moharas, imd ended toe native line of ll.dc od u» ui.m 
Bags. Nay, Ferdimind, Btig of Um Romsu-, Karl v.’a 
Brotoer, afi«rw«reb Kaiser, who absorbed that Ihdwniiaa 

> Paatl, lit sa. 
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Crown among the others, had himself, by implication, sanc- 
tioned or admitted the privilege, in 1529, only eight years 
ago.^ The right to make the Eriveririiderung could not 
seem doubtful to anybody. 

And made accordingly it was; signed, sealed, drawn-out 
on the proper parchments, 18th October 1537 ; to the fol- 
lowing clear effect: ‘That if Duke Friedrich’s line should 
die out, all his Liegnitz coimtries, Liegnitz, Brieg, Wohlau, 
should fall to the Hohenzollem Brandenburgers ; and that, if 
the Line of Hohenzollem Brandenburg should first fail, then 
all and singular the Bohemian Fiefs of Brandenburg (as 
Crossen, Ziillichau, and seven others there enumerated) should 
fall to the House of Liegnitz.’^ It seemed a clear Paction, 
questionable by no mortal. Double-marriage between the two 
Houses (eldest Son, on each side, to suitable Princess on the 
other) was to follow ; and did follow, after some delays, 17th 
February 1546. So that the matter seemed now complete; 
secure on all points, and a matter of quiet satisfaction to both 
the Houses and to their friends. 

But Ferdinand^ King of the Romans, King of Bohemia 
and Hungary, and coming to be Emperor one day, was not of 
that sentiment. Ferdinand had once implicitly recognised 
the privilege, but Ferdinand, now when he saw the privil^e 
turned to use, and such a territory as Liegnitz exposed to the 
possibility of falling into inconvenient hands, explicitly took 
other thoughts ; and gradually determined to prohibit this 
ErbJ^erbT&derwig. The States of Bohemia, accordingly, in 
1544' (i< is not doubtful, by Ferdinand’s suggestion), were 
moved to make Inquiries as to this Heritage-IVatemity of 
liegnitz.* Chi which hint King Ferdinand straightway in- 
formed' the Duke of liegnitz that the act was not justifiable, 
and must be r^^ed. The Duke of Liegnitz, grieved to the 
he»i^' had TO - means of resisting. Ferdinand, Ring of the 
Romans, bicked by Kaiser Karl, with the States of Bohemia 
bnrkiTig at his Wink, were too strong for poor Duke Friednch 

iStenzeJ.i. 3*3. »i3.i3*0. 3**- 
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of Liegnitz. Great corresponding between Berlin, Liegnitz, 
Brag ensued on tbis matter : but the end was a summons 
to Duke Eriedrich, — summons from King Ferdinand in March 
1546, ‘To appear in the Imperial Hall (Kaiserhqf) at 
Breslau,’ and to submit that Deed of Enrhverlyruderumg to the 
examination of the States there. The States, already up to 
the afiair, soon finished their examination of it (8th May 
1546). The deed was annihilated ; and Friedrich was ordered, 
furthermore, to produce proofs within six months that his 
subjects too were absolved of all oaths or the like regarding 
it, and that in fact the Transaction was entirely abolished 
and reduced to zero. Friedrich complied, had to comply ; 
very much chagrined, he returned home ; and died next year, 
— ^it is supposed, of heartbreak from this business. He had 
yielded outwardly ; but to force only. In a Codicil appended 
to his last Will, some months afterwards (which Will, written 
years ago, had treated the Erhverbrudenmg as a Pact settled), 
he indicates, as with his last breath, that he considered the 
thing still valid, though overruled by the hand of power. 
Let the reader mark this matter ; for it will assuredly become 
memorable, one day. 

The hand of power, namely, Ferdinand, King of the 
Romans, had applied in like manner to Joachim of Branden- 
bmg to surrender his portion of the Deed, and annihilate on 
his side too this Erboerbruderung-. But Joachim refused 
steadily, and all his successors steadily, to give up this Bit of 
Written Parchment ; kept the same, among their precious 
documents, agamst some day that might come (and I suppose 
it lies in the Archives of Berlin even now) ; silently, or in 
words, asserting that the Deed of Heritage-BrotheisMp was 
good, and that though some hands might have the pow®, no 
hand could have the right to abolish it on those tenm. 

How King Ferdinand permitted himself such a procedure ? 
Ferdinand, says one of his latest apologists in this , matter, 

‘ centered ^the privileges granted by his Predecessoer^ in 
respect to nghts of Sovereignty, as fallen extinct »n 
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death.'* ^ Which, — Reality and Fact would but likewise 
be so kind as ^ consider ’ it so, — ^was no doubt convenient for 
Ferdinand ! 

Joachim was not so great with Ferdinand as he had been 
^ with Charles the Imperial Brother. Joachim and Ferdinand 
had many debates of this kind, some of them rather stiff. 
Jagerndorf, for instance, and the Baireuth-Anspach confisca- 
tions, in George Friedrich'*s minority. Ferdinand, now 
Kaiser, had snatched Jagerndorf from poor young George 
Friedrich, son of excellent Margraf George whom we knew ; 
‘ Part of the spoils of Albert Alcibiades,** thought Ferdinand, 
‘ and a good windfall,’ — ^though young George Friedrich had 
merely been the Ward of Cousin Alcibiades, and totally with- 
out concern in those politi^l explosions. ^ Excellent wind- 
fall,’ thought Ferdinand ; and held his grip. But Joachim, 
in his weighty steady way, intervened ; Joachim, emphatic in 
the Diets and elsewhere, made Ferdinand quit grip, and pro- 
duce Jagerndorf again. Jagerndorf and the rest had all to 
be restored; and, except some filchings in the J^emdorf 
Appendages (Ratibor and Oppeln, ^restored’ only in sem- 
blance, and at length juggled away altogether),^ everything 
came to its right owner again. Nor would Joachim rest till 
Alcibiades’s Territories too were all punctually given back, to 
this same George Friedrich ; to whom, by law and justice, 
they belonged. In these points Joachim prevailed against a 
strong-handed Kaiser, apt to ‘ consider one’s rights fallen 
extinct ’ now and then. In this of Liegnitz all he could do 
was to keep the Deed, in steady protest silent or vocal. 

But enough now of Joachim Hector, Sixth Kurfurst, and of 
his workings and his strugglings. He walked through this 
world, treading as softly as might be, yet with a strong 
weighty step ; rmiding the jungle steadily asunder ; well see- 
ing whithmr he vras bound. Rather an expensive Herr; 
built a good deal, completion of the Schloss at Berlin one 

1 Stcmelj i : 323i 2 Rentsch, pp. 129, 130. 
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example ; ^ and was not otherwise afraid of outlay, in the 
Reich’s Politics, or in what seemed needful : If there is a 
harvest ahead, even a distant one, it is poor thrift to be 
stingy of your seed-corn ! 

Joachim was always a conspicuous Public IMan, a busy 
Politician in the Reich ; stanch to his kindred, and by no 
means blind to himself or his own interests. Stanch also, we 
must grant, and ever active, though generally in a cautious, 
weighty, neyer in a rash swift way, to the great Cause of 
Protestantism, and to all good causes. He was himself a 
solemnly devout man ; deep awe-stricken reverence dwelling 
in his view of this Universe. Most serious, though with a 
jocose dialect commonly, having a cheerful wit in speaking to 
men. Luther’s Books he called his Seelenschcdz (Soul’s^ 
treasure) ; Luther and the Bible were his chief reading. 
Fond of profane learning too, and of the useful or orna- 
mental Arts ; given to music, and ^ would himself sing aloud ’ 
when he had a melodious leisure-hour. Excellent old gentle- 
man : he died, rather suddenly, but with much nobleness, 3d 
January 1571 ; age sixty-six. Old Rentsch’s account of this 
event is still worth reading:^ Joachim’s death-scene has a 
mild pious beauty which does not depend on creed. 

He had a Brother, too, not a little occupied with Politics, 
and always on the good side ; a wise pious man, whose fame 
was in all the churches: ^Johann of Ciistrin,’ called also 
^Johann the Wise,^ who busied himself aje^lously in Protestant 
matters, second only in piety and zeal to his Cousin, Matgraf 
George the Pious ; and was not so held back by official con- 
siderations as his Brother the Elector now and then. Johann 
of Ciistrin is a very famous man in the old Boohs : Johann 
was the first that fortified Ciistrin ; built himself an Blustrioua 
SdJass, and ‘ roofed it with copper,’ in Ciipterijsi (whidi m a 
pla^ ?ve shall be well acquainted with hy ; and JvdL 

fere,ydth the Neumark for apanage, a true man’s life; 

- p. 8a. « Rentsch, p. 45^. 
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mostly with a good deal of business, warlike and other, on 
his hands ; with good Books, good Deeds, and occasionally 
good Men, coming to enliven it, — according to the terms 
then given. 


CHAPTER XI 


SEVENTH KURFUEST, JOHANN GEORGE 


Kaiseb Karl, we said, was very good to Joachim ; who 
always strove, sometimes with a stretch upon his very con- 
science, to keep well with the Kaiser. The Kaiser took 
Joachim’s young Prince along with him. to those Schmalkaldic 
Wars (not the comfortable side for Joachim’s conscience, but 
the safe side for an anxious Father) ; Kaiser made a Knight 
of this young Prince, on one occasion of distinction ; he wrote 
often to Papa about him, what a promising young hero he 
was, — seems really to have liked the young man. It was 
Johann George, Elector afterwards. Seventh Elector- — This 
little incident is known to me on evidence.^ A small thing 
that certainly befell, at the siege of Wittenberg (a.d. 1547), 
during those Philip-of-Hessen Negotiations, three-hundred 
and odd years ago. 

The Schmalkaldic War having come all to nothing, the 
Saxon Elector sitting captive with sword oveihead in the way 
we saw, Saxon Wittenberg was besieged, and the Kaiser was 
in great hurry to get it. Kaiser in person, and young Johann 
George for sole attendant, rode round the place ohe day, to 
take a view of the works, and judge how soo% or whether 
ever, it could be compelled to give in. Gunners noticed them 
from the battlements ; gunners Saxon-Protestant most likely, 
and in just gloom at the perils and indignities now lying on 
their pious Kurfurst Johann Friedrich the Magtenimous. 
‘Lo^ you i Kiais^S seif riding yonder, and one of his silk 
Jwnkers* Suppose we gave tlm Kafeer’s self a Aot, then ? ’ 


* Rentsidi, 465. 


Q. 


VOL. n 



343 HOHENZOLLERNS IN BRANDENBURG [BK. III. 

[1547 

said the gunner, or thought : ‘ It might help a better man 
from his lif e-perils, if such shot did — I ’ — In fact the gun 
flashed off, with due outburst, and almost with due effect. 
The ball struck the ground among the very horses’ feet of the 
two riders; so that they were thrown, or nearly so, and 
covered from sight with a cloud of earth and sand ; — and the 
gunners thought, for some instants, an unjust, obstinate 
Kaiser’s life was gone ; and a pious Elector’s saved. But it 
proved not so. Kaiser Karl and Johann George both 

emerged, in a minute or two, little the worse ; ^Kaiser 

Karl perhaps blushing somewhat, and flurried this tim^, I 
think, in the impenetrable eyes ; and his Cimburgis lip closed 
for the moment ; — and galloped out of shot-range. ^ I never 
forget this little incident,’ exclaims Smelfungus : ^ It is one of 
the few times I can get, after all my reading about that 
surprising Karl v., I do not say the least understanding or 
practical conception of him and his character and his affairs, 
but the least ocular view or imagination of him, as a fact 
among facts ! ’ Which is unlucky for Smelfungus. — J ohann 
George, still more emphatically, never to the end of his life 
forgot this incident. And indeed it must be owned, bad the 
shot taken effect as intended, the whole course of human 
things would have been surprisingly altered ; — and for one 
thing, neither Friedrich the Great, nor the present History qf 
Friedrich, had ever risen above ground, or troubled an en«- 
lightened public or me I 

Of Johann George, this Seventh Elector,^ who proved a 
good Governor, and carried on the Family Affairs in the old 
style of slow steady success, I will remember nothing more, 
except that he had the surprising number of Three-and- 
Twenty children ; one of them posthumous, though he died 
at the age of seventy-three. — 

He is Founder of the New Culmbach Line : two sons of 
ti^se twenty-three children he settled, one ih Baireuth> the 
1 15255 1571-1598* 
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other in Anspach ; from whom come all the subsequent Heads 
of that Principality, till the last of them died in Hammersmith 
in 1806, as above said.^ He was a prudent, thrifty Herr; 
no mistresses, no luxuries allowed; at the sight of a new- 
fashioned coat, he would fly out on an unhappy youth, and 
pack him from his presence. Very strict in point of justice . 
a peasant once appealing to him, in one of his inspection- 
journeys through the country, ‘ Grant me justice, Durchlaucht, 
against So-and-so; I am your highness'’s born subject!’ — 
‘Thou shouldst have it, man, wert thou a bom Turk!’ 
answered Johann George. — ^There is something anxious, grave 
and, as it were, surprised in the look of this good Herr. He 
made the Gera Bond above spoken of ; — ^founded the Younger 
Culmbach Line, with that important Law of Primogeniture 
strictly superadded. A conspicuous thrift, veracity, modest 
solidity, looks through the conduct of this Herr ; — a deter- 
mined Protestant he too, as indeed all the following were 
and are.^ 

Of Joachim Friedrich, his eldest Son, who at one time was 
Archbishop of Magdeburg, — called home from the wars to fill 
that valuable Heirloom, which had suddenly fallen vacant by 
an Uncle’s death, and keep it warm ; — and who afterwards, 
in due course, carried on a loUkhe Regierung of the old style 
and physiognomy, as Eighth Kurfiirst, from his fiftieth to his 
sixtieth year (1598-1608) of him we aheady noticed the 
fine ^ JoacMms-th^l Gymnasium,’ or Foundation for learned 
purposes, in the old Schloss of Gi'imnitz, where his serene 
Grandmother got lamed ; and will notice nothing farther, in 
this place, except his very great anxiety to profit by the 
Prussian Mithelehnung , — ^that Co-infeftment in Preussen, 
achieved by his Grandfather Joachim n., which was now 

^ Rentsch, p. 475 {Christian to Baireuth ; Joachim Ernst to Anspach) see 
Genealogical Diagram, infri, p. 

* Ih. pp. 470, 471* .11 

» Born; 1547; Magdeburg, 1566-98 (when Ms Third Son got it,-.very unlucky 
in the Thirty-Years War afterwards.) 
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abmit coming to its full maturity. Joacliim Friedrich had 
already married his eldest Prince to the daughter of Albert 
Friedrich, Second Duke of Preussen, who it was by this time 
evident would be the last Duke there of his Line. Joachim 
Friedrich, having himself fallen a widower, did next year, 

though now counting fifty-six ^But it will be better if we 

explain first, a little, how matters now stood with Preussen. 


CHAPTER XII 

t 

OF ALBEET FEIEDEICH, THE SECOND DUKE OF 
PEEUSSEN 

Duke Albert died in 1568, laden with years, and in his 
latter time greatly broken-down by other troubles. His 
Prussian Rat?is (Councillors) were disobedient, his Osianders 
and Lutheran-Calvinist Theologians were alt in fire and flame 
against each other : the poor old man, with the best disposi- 
tions, but without power to realise them, had much to do and 
to sufier. Pious, just and honourable, intending the best; 
but losing his memory, and incapable of business, as he now 
complained. In his sixtieth year he had married a second 
time, a young Brunswick Princess, with whose foolish Brother, 
Enc, he had much trouble ; and who at last herself took so 
ill with the insolence and violence of these intrusive Councillors 
and Theologians, that the household life she led beside her 
old Husband and them became intolCTable to her; and she 
withdrew to another residency — a little Hunting-seat at 
N^ihausen, half a dozen miles from Konigsberg ; — and there, 
at Labiau still farther oflF, lived mostly, in a separate 
i^iitlon, for the r^t of her life: Separate for life : — ^never- 
fedess happCTied to die on the same day ; March 

1568, tlmy were simultaneously delivered from their troubles 
in tins world.^ , , 

* Hffbaer, tab. i8l ; Stenxel, i 343. 
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Albert left one Son ; the second child of this last Wife : 
his one child by the former Wife, a daughter now of good 
years, was married to the Duke of Mecklenburg. Son's name 
was Albert Friedrich ; age, at his Father’s death, fifteen. A 
promising young Prince, but of sensitive abstruse temper ; — 
held under heavy tutelage by his Raths and Theologians ; and 
spurting-up against them, in explosive rebellion, from time to 
time. He now (1568) was to be sovereign Duke of Preussen, 
and the one representative of the Culmbach line m that fine 
Territory; Margraf George Friedrich of Anspach, the only 
other Culmbacher, being childless, though wedded. 

We need not doubt, the Brandenburg House, — old Kurfurst 
Joachim ii. still alive, and thrifty Johann George the Heir- 
Apparent, — ^kept a watchful eye on those emergencies. But 
it was difficult to interfere directly ; the native Prussian Raths 
were very jealous, and Poland itself was a ticklish Sovereignty 
to deal with. Albert Friedrich being still a Minor, the 
Polish King, Sigismund, proposed to undertake the guardian- 
ship of him, as became a superior lord to a subject vassal on 
such an occasion. But the Prussian Raths assured his 
Majesty, ^ Their young Prince was of such a lively intellect, 
he was perfectly fit to conduct the affairs of the Government ’ 
(especially with such a Body of expert Councillors to help 
him), ‘ and might be at once declared of age.’ Which was 
accordingly the course followed ; Poland caring little for it ; 
Brandenburg digesting the arrangement as it could. And 
thus it continued for some years, even under new difficulties 
that arose ; the official Clique of Raths being the real 
G-qvemment of the Country ; and poor young Albert Friedrich 
bursting out occasionally into tears against them, occasionally 
inho futile humours of a fiery nature. Osiander-Theology, 
and the battle of the ’'dooAeSy ran very high ; nor was Prussian 
Officiality a beautiful thing. 

These Ppissian Raths, and the Prussian BiUerschqfi 
generally (Eiiightage, Land- Aristocracy), which had its 
Stdnde (States, or meetings of Parliament after a sort), were 
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all along of a mutinous, contumacious humour. The idea 
had got into their minds, That they were by birth what the 
ancient Ritters by election had been ; entitled, fit or not fit, 
to share the Government promotions among them : ^ The 
Duke is hereditary in his office ; why not we ? All Offices, 
are they not, by nature, ours to share among us ? ’ The 
Duke’s notion, again, was to have the work of his Offices 
effectually done ; small matter by whom : the Ritters looked 
less to that side of the question ; — ^regarded any ^ Foreigner ’ 
(German-Anspacher, or other Non-Prussian), whatever his 
merit, as an intruder, usurper, or kind of thief, when seen in 
office. Their contentions, contumacies and pretensions were 
accordingly manifold. They had dreams of an ‘ Aristocratic 
Republic, with the Sovereign reduced to zero,’ like what their 
Polish neighbours grew to. They had various dreams ; and 
individuals among them broke out, from time to time, into 
high acts of insolence and mutiny. It took a hundred-and- 
fifty years of Brandenburg horse-breaking, sometimes with 
sharp manipulation and a potent curb-bit, to dispossess them 
of that notion, and make them go steadily in harness. Which 
also, however, was at last got done by the Hohenzollerns. 


Of* Duke Albert FriedricJCs Marriage: who his W^e waSy a/nd 
what her possible Dowry 

In a year or two, there came to be question of the marrying 
of young Duke Albert Friedrich. After due consultation, 
the Princess fixed upon was Maria Eleonora, eldest Daughter 
of the then Duke of Cleve : to him a proper Embassy was 
sent with that object; and came back with Yes for answer. 
Duke of Cleve, at that time, was Wilhelm, called ‘ the Rich ’ 
in History-Books ; a Sovereign of some eadent in those lower 
Rhine countries. Whom I can connect with the English 
i^^’s memory in no readimf way than by the fact. That he 
was younger brother, one year younger^ of a certain ^ Atme of 
Ciev^ ; — a large fat Lady, who was rather s6iirvily used iir 
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this country ; being called by Henry vm. and us, a ^ great 
Flanders mare,’ unsuitable for espousal with a Eng of delicate 
feelings ! This Anne of Cleves, who took matters quietly 
and lived on her pension, when rejected by Eng Henry, was 
Aunt of the young Lady now in question for Preussen. She 
was still alive here in England, pleasantly quiet, ^ at Burley 
on the Hill,’ till Maria Eleonora was seven years old ; — ^who 
possibly enough still reads in her memory some fading vestige 
of new black frocks or trimmings, and brief court-mourning, 
on the death of poor Aunt Anne over seas. — ^Another Aunt 
is more honourably distinguished ; Sibylla, Wife of our noble 
Saxon Elector, Johann Friedrich the Magnanimous, who lost 
his Electorate and almost his Life for religion’s sake, as we 
have seen ; by whom, in his perils and distresses, Sibylla stood 
always, like a very true and noble Wife. 

Duke Wilhelm himself was a man of considerable mark in 
his day. His Duchy of Cleve included not only Cleve-Proper, 
but JTulich (Juliers), Berg, which latter pair of Duchies were a 
better thing than Cleve-Proper: — Jiilich, Berg and various 
other small Principalities, which, gradually agglomerating by 
marriage, heritage and the chance of events in successive 
centuries, had at length come all into Wilhelm’s hands ; so 
that he got the name of Wilhelm the Rich among his con- 
temporaries. He seems to have been of a headlong, blustery, 
uncertain disposition ; much tossed about in the contro- 
versies of his day. At one time he was a Protestant de- 
clared ; not without reasons of various kinds. The Duchy of 
Geldern (what we call Gmlders) had fallen to him, by express 
bequest of the last Owner, whose Line was out ; and Wilhelm 
took possession. But the Kaiser Karl v. quite refused to let 
him keep possession. Whereupon Wilhelm had joined with 
the French (it was in the Moritz- Alcibiades time) ; had de- 
dared war, and taken other high measures : but it came to 
nothing, or to less. The end was, Wilhelm had to ^ come 
upon his knees ’ before the Kaiser, and beg forgiveness ; quite 
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renouncmg Geldem, which accordingly has gone its own dif- 
ferent road ever since. Wilhelm was zealously Protestant in 
those days ; as his people are, and as he still is, at the period 
we treat of. But he went into Papistry, not long after ; and 
made other sudden turns and misventures : to all appearance, 
rather an abrupt, blustery, uncertain Herr. It is to him that 
Albert Friedrich, the young Duke of Preussen, guided by his 
Council, now (Year 1572) sends an Embassy, demanding his 
eldest Daughter, Maria Eleonora, to wife. 

Duke Wilhelm answered Yea ; ^ sent a Counter-Embassy,’ 
with whatever else was necessary ; and in dilife time the young 
Bride, with her Father, set out towards Preussen, such being 
the arrangement, there to complete the matter. They had 
got as far as Berlin, warmly welcomed by the Kurfiirst Johann 
George ; when, from Konigsberg, a sad message reached them : 
namely, that the young Duke had suddenly been seized with 
an invincible depression and overclouding of mind, not quite 
to be characterised by the name of madness, but still less by 
that of perfect sanity. His eagerness to see his Bride was the 
same as formerly ; but his spiritual health was in the ques- 
tionable state described. The young Lady paused for a little, 
in such mood as we may fancy. She had already lost two 
offers, Bridegrooms snatched away by death, says Pauli ; ^ and 
thought it might be ominous to refuse the third. So she 
decided to go on ; dashed aside her father’s doubts ; sent her 
unhealthy Bridegroom ^ a flower-garland as love-token,’ who 
duly responded; and Father Wilhelm and she proceeded, 
as if nothing were wrong. The spiritual state of the Prince, 
she found, had not been exaggerated to her. His humours 
and ways were strange, questionable ; other than one could 
have wMied. Such as he was, however, she wedded him on 
the appointed terms ; — ^hoping probably for a recovery, which 
never came. 

The case of Albert’s malady Is to this day dim ; and 
siMijge tales are mrrmit as to the origin of it, which the 
^ Pauli, iv. 51a; 
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curious in Physiology may consxilt; they axe not fit for 
reporting here.^ It seems to have consisted in an over- 
clouding, rather than a total ruin of the nfind. Incurable 
depression there was ; gloomy torpor alternating with fits of 
vehement activity or suffering; great discontinuity at all 

times : evident unfitness for business. It was long hoped 

he might recover. And Doctors in Divinity and in Medicine 
undertook him : Theologians, Exorcists, Physicians, Quacks ; 
but no cure came of it, nothing but mutual condemnations, 
violences and even execrations, from the said Doctors and their 
respective Official patrons, lay and clerical. Must have been 
such a scene for a yoimg Wife as has seldom occurred, in 
romance or reality I Children continued to be bom ; daughter 
after daughter ; but no son that lived. 


Margrqf George Friedrich comes to Premsen to administer 

After five-years space, in 1578,® cure being now hopeless, 
and the very Council admitting that the Duke was incapable 
of business, — George Friedrich of Anspach-Baireuth came into 
the country to take charge of him ; having already, he and 
the other Brandenburgers, negotiated the matter with the 
King of Poland, in whose power it mostly lay. 

George Friedrich was by no means welcome to the Prussian 
Councd, nor to the Wife, nor to the Landed Aristocracy - 
other welcome, for reasons we can guess. But he proved, 
in the judgment of all fair witnesses, an excellent Governor ; 
nnrl ^ for six-and-twenty years, administered the country with 
great and lasting advantage to it His Portraite represent 
to us a large ponderous figure of a man, very fat in his latter 
years ; with an air of honest sense, dignity, composed sohdity ; 
very fit for the task mm on hand. 

He resolutely, thou^ in miH form, smoothed-down the 
flaming fixes pf Ms Clergy ; commanding now this controversy 
and then that other controversy (‘ de concreto et de mcmcreto, 
^Pavli.xv.476. ^ » A iv. 476. 481. 48^ 
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or whatever they were) to fall strictly silent ; to carry them- 
selves on by thought and meditation merely, and without 
words. He tamed the mutinous Aristocracy, the mutinous 
Biirgermeisters, Town-Council of Kdnigsberg, whatever mutiny 
there was. He drained bogs, says old Rentsch ; he felled 
woods, made roads, established inns. Prussia was well 
governed till George’s death, which happened in the year 
1603.^ Anspach, in the mean while, Anspach, Baireuth and 
Jagemdorf, which were latterly all his, he had governed by 
deputy ; no need of visiting those quiet countries, except for 
purposes of kindly recreation, or for a swift general super- 
vision, now and then. By all accounts, an excellent, stedfast, 
wise and just man, this fat George Friedrich ; worthy of the 
Father that produced him (‘ Nit Kop ab^ lover Forsty nit Kop 
ab / ’), — ^and that is saying much. 

By his death without children much territory fell home to 
the Elder House ; to be disposed of as was settled in the Gera 
Bond five years before. Anspach and Baireuth went to two 
Brothers of the now Elector, Kiirfurst Joachim Friedrich, sons 
of Johann George of blessed memory : founders, they, of the 
^New Line,’ of whom we know. Jagemdorf the Elector 
himself got ; and he, not long after, settled it on one of his 
own sons, a new Johann George, who at that time was fallen 
rather landless and out of a career: ^Johann George of 
J^emdorf,’ so called thenceforth ; whose history will concern 
us by and by. Preussen was to be incorporated with the 
Electorate, — were possession of it once had. But that is a 
ticklish point ; still ticklish in spite of rights, and liable to 
perverse accidents that may arise. 

Joachim Friedrich, as we intimated once, was not wanting 
to himself on this occasion. But the alFair was full of intri- 
cacies; a very wasps’-nest of angry humours; and required 
to be handled with delicacy, though with forc^ and decision. 
Joachim Friedrich’s eldest Son, Johann Sigisiaund, Electoral 

^ Rentsch, pp, 666-68S. 
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Prince of Brandenburg, had already, in 1694?, married one 
of Albert Friedrich the hypochondriac Duke of Prenssen’s 
daughters ; and there was a promising family of children ; no 
lack of children. Nevertheless prudent Joachim Friedrich 
himself, now a widower, age towards sixty, did farther, in 
the present emergency, marry another of these Princesses, a 
younger Sister of his Son’s Wife, — seven months after George 
Friedrich’s death, — ^to make assurance doubly sure. A man 
Hot to be balked, if he can help it. By virtue of excellent 
Management, — ^Duchess, Prussian Stamde (States), and Polish 
Crown, needing all to be contented, — Joachim Friedrich, with 
gentle strong pressure, did furthermore squeeze his way into 
the actual Guardianship of Preussen and the imbecile Duke, 
which was his by right. This latter feat he achieved in 
the course of another year (11th March 1605);^ and thereby 
fairly got hold of Preussen; which he grasped, ^knuckles- 
white,’ as we may say ; and which his descendants have never 
quitted since. 

Good management was very necessary. The thin g was 
difficult ; — and also was of more importance than we yet 
altogether see. Not Preussen only, but a still better country, 
the Duchy of Cleve, Cleve-Jiilich, Duke Wilhelm’s Heritage 
down in the Rhineland, — ^Heritage turning out now to be of 
right his eldest Daughter’s here, and likely now to drop soon, 
— ^is involved in the thing. This first crisis, of getting into 
the Prussian Administratorship, fallen vacant, our vigilant 
Kiirfurst Joachim Friedrich has successfully managed ; and he 
holds his grip, knuckles-white. Before long, a second crisis 
comes ; where also he will have to grasp decisively in, — ^he, or 
those that stand for him, and whose knuckles can still hold. 
But that may go to a new Chapter. 

' Stenzcl, i. 358. 
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CHAPTER XIII 

NINTH KURFURST, JOHANN SIGISMUND 

In the summer of 1608 (S3d May 1608) Johann Sigis- 
mund’s (and his Father's) Mother-in-law, the poor Wife of 
the poor imbecile Duke of Preussen, died.^ Upon which 
Johann Sigismund, Heir- Apparent of Brandenburg and its 
expectancies, was instantly dispatched from Berlin, to gather- 
up the threads cut loose by that event, and see that the 
matter took no damage. On the road thither news reached 
him that his own Father, old Joachim Friedrich, was dead 
(18th July 1608); that he himself was now Kurfurst ; ^ and 
that numerous threads were loose at both ends of his affairs. 

The ^ young man,’ — ^not now so young, being full thirty- 
five and of fair experience, — ^was in difficulty, under these over- 
whelming tidings ; and puzzled, for a little, whether to advance 
or to return. He decided to advance, and settle Prussian 
matters, where the peril and the risk were ; Brandenburg 
business he could do by rescripts. 

His difficulties in Preussen, and at the Polish Court, were 
in fact immense. But after a space of eight or nine months, 
he did, by excellent management, not sparing money judiciously 
laid-out on individuals, arrive at some adjustment, better or 
worse, and got Preussen in hand ; ® legal Administrator of the 
imbecile Duke, as his Father had been. After which he had 
to run for Brandenburg, without loss of time : great matters 
being there in the wind. Nothing wrong in Brandenburg, 
indeed ; but the great Cleve Heritage is dropping, has dropped; 
over in Cleve, an kumense espectancy is now come to tihe point 
of deciding itself. 

^ Maxm Eleonora, Duke Wilhelm of CleTe^'s eldest Daughter : r55o, 1573 , 
i6oS (Hfibner, t. 286). 

® 1572, 1608*1619. 

* 29th April 1609. Stenzd, i. 37a 
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Mow the Cleve ITcrUagc dropped, mid many sprang to 
inclc it up 

Wilhelm of Clove, the ex})]osive Duke, whom we saw at 
Merlin and lv(iui{>:sborg at the wedding of this poor Lady now 
deexjased, had in the marriage-contract, as he did in all subse- 
quent contracts and deeds of like nature, announced a Settle- 
m«at of his Estates, which was now become of the highest 
moment for Johann Sigismund. The Country at that time 
called Dudhy of Cleve, consisted, as we said above, not only of 
CIeve-Rx»per, but of two other still better Duchies, Jiilich and 
; then of the Grafschaft (County) of Ravensberg, County 

of Mark, Loidship of In fact, it was a multifarious 

agglomerate of many little countries, gathered by marriage, 
heritage and luck, in the course of centuries, and now united 
in the hand of this Duke Wilhelm. It amounted perhaps to 
two Yorkshires in extent.^ A naturally opulent Country, of 
fertile mciadows, shipping capabilities, metalliferous hills ; and, 
at this time, in consctjucnco of the Dutch-Spanish War, and 
tib* multitude of Protestant refugees, it was getting filled with 
ingenious industries; and rising to be, what it still is, the 
busiest quarter of Germany. A Country lowing with kine ; 
tiwi hum of the flax-spindle heard in its cottages, m those old 

« much of the linen called Hollands is made in Julich, 

and only bleached, stamped and sold, by the Duteh,’ says 
Biiiidbinflc. A Country, in our days, which is shrouded at short 
itttermlf wth tihe due canopy of coal-smoke, and loud with 
•cmndi of the anvil and the loom. 


Thiii Duchy of Cleve, all this fine agglomerate of Duchi^, 
Duke Wilhelm settled, were to be inherited in a 
(or indeed, w it soon proved, his only) Son 
of Suh, if **re were any. Failing heirs of ^ly 
tib* antire Duchy of Cleve was to go to Maria 



tB% HOHKNZOl.l.KHNS IN Hit ANlH'.NHIfKc; fWK, m. 

Eleonom iun*l<lv»t Dmighfcfr, now lit ui;,!-- : t«« AilHTt, 

Duke of Dnissift, luul t«i their heirs litwfullv !>> u!!* u ; {„»jyg 
feiimle, if Ihiw hnpjwiKx! to Im? ntt iimlr. 'Hie «»thi-r 
of whom there wen* thm*, were iiom- i»l" them to have tlje li*«t 
preleiKX! to inherit fleet* or Kuy |Mut of it, tin the raiitnurv 
tl>ey wen*, iu Mieh event, «»f the ehiesl D ■ . !i?, i nr tier heiin 
coming to inherit t'leve, to have each «»f them « snmj t,f n*n(jy. 
money j«»i(l' hy the wuil inheritriit of t‘l«vt* or her heiwj mui 
on rets i\ ill;* Ihot, were to roinitler their elaitiis entirely fitlfill^h 
wid to i*c««e thinking of t'leve fur the future. 

'lliis &tUeinent, by eijm*®* j'r’:*.;,% of Rmser KnrI v., nay 
of KiiiMr Muxiinilkii Iwfure him, Mui the I^nw* of Die lieich, 
Duke W'ilUt lui tlmthUti not he wa* rntitleti to inakn ; atti! Ihk 
SetDemtart h« miuie: hi* I^nwyem writing thiwti the ternin, in 
their wiairiiioino way, |H'rltii]n« »i* tinww over; anti ■!? 
by nil nicthotl* to guanl ngaitot the lra#t ini nnil< . ? miliuj;. 
Clevo wiUr all its Hj.inuti .iu.o , .lulkh, Hrrg aiul the rei4 
goes to the etilwt Sister ami her heirs, male or fenmle. If ihe 
have no heirs, male or fenmle, then, hut not till then, the nest 
Bwtcr stejw Into her shot* in tlmt matter : hnt if 4w linv% 
Dien, w« it!|»««t for the sixth ami Wt tiini*. no Si*tt*r or Histw's 
llejm“M*ntalive has Ui« least woitl to say to it, tiut takii* tw 
100,0001., ami mtaes thsnl.ing of <*1 bv««. 

I’ll® other Uiree Bisters were all . . ,.!k i'h. marritvi {'".-one 
of them to Hfa!.* an emiiient IVim-e, in tlie llavmiMj 

region aUW the Obn-P/ttk (Uiijifer Dalatiiiate), who, or at 
least whtm «kl»t Son, is luiich worth >.;* anil rtwiiem* 

bering by «s here;- ami, in all theme 

Wilhelm and hi* I,aw)w* ,'vj4r,M'.l Uieitnelvai to tlw lib 
effect, lu^ in Die like clahomte sixfold manner : m Owt 
Wilhelm and they thought there amid iwwlwiw in the worU 
he Miy doubt about it 

Stortly after %nlng Um last of those i ....j.iMt-f. 
or j«*rhajifi it sm in the wm of i4}piiiig tbin, IMe V\ ilhelm 
htt»i a stroke of pafaiy. He had, ladWe that, gun*' into rHj4'istry 
» »km» IOIMW04 1 rwih, Vi. s«s, il |a«. 
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again, poor man. The truth is, he had repeated strokes ; and 
being an abrupt, explosive Herr, he at last quite yielded to 
palsy ; and sank slowly out of the world, in a cloud of semi- 
insanity, which lasted almost twenty years.^ Duke Wilhelm 
did leave a Son, Johann Wilhelm, who succeeded him as Duke, 
But this Son also proved explosive ; went half and at length 
wholly insane. Jesuit Priests, and their intrigues to bring 
back a Protestant country to the bosom of the Church, wrapped 
the poor man, all his days, as in a burning Nessus'^-Shirt ; and 
he did little but mischief in the world. He married, had no 
children ; he accused his innocent Wife, the Jesuits and he, of 
infidelity. Got her judged, not properly sentenced ; and then 
strangled her, he and they, in her bed : — Jacobea of Baden 
(1697)*^; a thrice-tragic history. Then he married again; 
Jesuits being extremely anxious for an Orthodox heir: but 
again there came no heir ; there came only new blazings of the 
Nessus^-Shirt. In fine, the poor man died (Spring 1609), and 
made the world rid of him. Died 25th March 1609 ; that is 
the precise date ; — about a month before our new Elector, 
Johann Sigismund got his afiairs winded-up at the Polish 
Court, and came galloping home in such haste. There was 
pressing need of him in the Cleve regions. 

For the painful exactitude of Duke Wilhelm and his Law- 
yers has profited little ; and there are claimants on claimants 
rising for that valuable Cleve Country. As indeed Johann 
Sigismund had anticipated, and been warned from all quarters 
to expect. For months past, he has had his faculties bent, 
with lynx-eyed attention, on that scene of things ; doubly and 
trebly impatient to get Preussen soldered-up, ever since this 
other matter came to the bursting point. What could be 
done by the utmost vigilance of his Deputies, he had done. 
It was the 26th of March when the mad Duke died : on the 
4 th of April, Johann Sigismund’s Deputy, attended by a 
Notary to record the act, ^fixed-up the Brandenburg Arms on 
1 Died 25th January 1592, age 76. 
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the Government-Hoxise of Cleve ’ ; ^ on the 5th, they did the 
same at Diisseldorf ; on the following days, at Jiilich and the 
other Towns. But already on the 5th, they had hardly got 
done at Diisseldorf, when there appeared — ^yoting Wolfgang 
Wilhelm, Heir- Apparent of that eminent Pfalz-Neuhurg, he in 
person, to put up the Pfalz-Neuhurg Arms ! Pfalz-Neuhurg, 
who married the Second Daughter, he is actually claiming, 
then ; — the whole, or part ? Both are sensible that possession 
is nine points in law. 

Pfalz-Neuburg"s claim was for the whole Duchy. ^ All my 
serene Mother’s!’ cried the young Heir of Pfalz-Neuburg : 
^ Properly all mine ! ’ cried he. ^ Is not she nea/rest of kin ? 
Second Daughter, true ; but the Daughter ; not Daughter of a 
Daughter, as you are (as your serene Electress is), O, Durch- 
laucht of Brandenburg : — consider, besides, you are female, 
I am male ! ’ That was Pfalz-Neuburg’s logic : none of the 
best, I think, in forensic genealogy. His tenth point was 
perhaps rather weak ; but he had possession, co-possession, and 
the nine points good. The other Two Sisters, by their Sons 
or Husbands, claimed likewise ; but not the whole : ^ Divide 
it,’ said they : ^ that surely is the real meaning of Karl v.’s 
Deed of Privilege to make such a Testament. Divide it among 
the Four Daughters or their representatives, and let us all 
have shares ! ’ 

Nor were these four claimants by any means all. The Saxon 
Princes next claimed ; two sets of Saxon Princes. First the 
minor set, Gotha-Weimar and the rest, the Ernestine Line so- 
called ; representatives of Johann Friedrich the Magnanimous, 
who lost the Electorate for religion’s sake at Miihlberg in the 
past century, and from major became mmor in Saxon Genea- 
logy. ^ Magnanimous Johann Friedrich,’ said they, ^ had to 
wife an Aunt of the now deceased Duke of Cleve ; Wife 
Sibylla (sister of the Flanders Mare), of famous memory, our 
lineal Ancestress. In favour of whom her Father, the then 
reigning Duke of Cleve, made a marriage-contract of precisely 
^ Pauli, vL S66» 
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similar import to this your Prussian one : he, and barred all 
his descendants, if contracts are to be valid.’ This is the claim 
of the Ernestine Line of Saxon Princes ; not like to go for 
much, in their present disintegrated condition. 

But the Albertine line, the present Elector of Saxony, 
also claims : ‘ Here is a Deed,’ said he, ‘ executed hy Kaiser 
Friedrich ra. in the year 1483,^ generations before your 
Kaiser Karl ; Deed solemnly granting to Albert, junior of 
Sachsen, and to his heirs, the reversion of those same Duchies, 
should the Male Line happen to fail, as it was then likely 
to do. How could Kaiser Max revoke his Father’s deed, or 
Kaiser Karl his Great-grandfather’s? Little Albert, the 
Albert of the Prinxenraub, he who grew big, and fought lion- 
like for his Kaiser in the Nethrarlands and Western Countries ; 
he and his have clearly the heirship of Cleve by right ; and 
we, now grown Electors, and Seniors of Saxony, demand it 
of a grateful House of Hapsburg, — and will study to make 

ourselves convenient in return.’ — 

‘Nay, if that is your rule, that old Laws and Deeds are 
to come in bar of new, we,’ cry a multitude of persons,-- 
French Dukes of Nevers, and all manner of remote, exotic 
figures among them , — ‘ we are the real heirs ! Bavensbeig, 
Mark, Berg, Eavenstein, this patch and the olher of i^t 
large Duchy of yours, were they not fi:om primeval time 
expressly limited to heirs-male? Heirs-male; and we now 
are the nearest hehs-male of said patches and portions ; and 
will prove it !’— In shorty there never was such a Lawsuit, 

80 fht an alFair for the attorney spemes, if that ^d been 

the way of managing it,— as this of Cleve was hkely to 


prove. 

The e Thoughts about it, a/nd the WorWs 

What greatly complicated the affair, too, w^ the inte^ 
the Kaiser took in it The Kaiser could not ^ “ 
powerfttl Protestant in that country ; still less could his 

1 Pwili, ubi supri ; HUbner, t. 286. 


TOI» 1 
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Cousin the Spaniard. Spaniards, worn to the ground, coercing 
that world-famous Dutch Revolt, and astonished to find that 
they could not coerce it at all, had resolved at this time to 
take breath before trying farther. Spaniards and Dutch, 
after Fifty years of such fighting as we know, have made a 
Twelve-years Truce (1609) : but the baffled Spaniard, pant- 
ing, pale in his futile rage and sweat, has not given-up the 
matter; he is only taking breath, and will try it again. 
Now Cleve is his road into Holland, in such adventure ; no 
success possible if Cleve be not in good hands. Brandenburg 
is Protestant, powerful; Brandenburg will not do for a 
neighbour there. 

Nor will Pfalz-Neuburg. A Protestant of Protestants, 
this Palatine Neuburg too, — junior branch, possible heir in 
time coming, of Kwr-l^alz (Elector Palatine) himself, in the 
Rhine Countries; of Kur-Pfalz, who is acknowledged Chief 
Protestant : official ^ President ’ of the ‘ Evangelical Union ’ 
they have lately made among them in these menacing times ; 
— ^Pfalz-Neuburg too, this young Wolfgang Wilhelm, if he 
do not break-off kind, might be very awkward to the Kaiser 
in Cieve-Julich. Nay, Saxony itself ; for they are all 
Protestants : — ^unless perhaps Saxony might become pliant, 
and try to make itself useful to a munificent Imperial House ? 

Evidently what would best suit the Kaiser and Spaniards, 
were this. That no strong Power whatever got footing in 

Cleve, to grow stronger by the possession of such a country : 

letter than best it would suit, if he, the Kaiser, could himself 
get it smuggled into his hands, and there hold it fast ! Which 
privately was the course resolved upon at head-quarters. — Tn 
this way the ^ Succession Controversy of the Cleve Duchies’ is 
coming to be a very high matter; mixing itself up with the 
grand Protestant-Papal Controvemy, the general armed-lawsuit 
of mmkind in that ^eration. Kaiser, Spaniard, Dutch, 
Englisii, French Henn iv. and all mortals, are getting con- 
cerned *in the decision of ih 



CHAP. XIV.] A GREAT WAR COMING 869 

ieo9) 

CHAPTER XIV 
SYMPTOMS OF A GREAT WAR COMING 

Mjeanwhim Brandenburg and Neubxirg both hold grip of 
Cleve in that manner, with a mutually menacing inquiring 
expression of countenance ; each grasps it (so to speak) con- 
vulsively with the one hand, and has with the other hand his 
sword by the hilt, ready to fly out. But to understand this 
Brandenburg-Neuburg phenomenon and the then significance 
of the Cleve-Jvilich Controversy, we must take the following 
bits of Chronology along with us. For the Gmnan Empire, 
with Protestant complaints, and Papist usurpations and 
severities, was at this time all a continent of sour thick smoke, 
already breaking out into dull-red flashes here and there, — 
symptoms of the universal conflagration of a Thirty-Years 
War, which followed. Symptom First is that of Donauworlh, 
and ^tes above a year back. 


First Symptom; Donauw'&rfh, 1608 

Donauworth, a Protestant Imperial Free-town, in the 
Bavarian regions, had been, for some fault on the part of the 
populace against a flaring Mass-procession which had no 
business to be there, put under Ban of the Empire; had 
been seized accordingly (December 1607), and much cuffed, 
and shaken about, by Duke Maximilian of ^varia, as exe- 
cutor of the said Ban who, what was still worse, w^d 
by no means give-up the Town when he had done with it ; 
Town being handy to him, and the man being stout and 
Pfpist. Hence the ‘Evangehcal Union’ whidi we 
saw,-which has not taken Donauworth yet. Nor e^ will ! 
Donauworth never was retaken ; but is Bav^^ at this hour. 
A Town nameable in History ever smce. Not to say withal, 
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that it is where Marlborough did ^ the Lines of ScheEenberg 
long after: Schellenberg (‘ Jingle-Hill,’ so to render it) looks 
down across the Danube or Donau Rivta:, upon Donauworth, 

^its ‘Lines,’ and other histories, now much abolished, and 

quiet under grass. 

But now all Protestantism sounding everywhere, in angry 
mournful tone, ^ Donauworth 1 Give up Donauworth ! and 
an ‘ Evangelical Union,’ with moneys, with theoretic con*- 
tingents of force, being on foot for that and the like objects ; 
— ^we can fancy what a scramble this of Cleve-Julich was like 
to be; and especially what effect this duelling attitude of 
Brandenburg and Neuburg had on the Protestant mind. 
Protestant neighbours, Landgraf Moritz of Hessen-Cassel at 
their head, intervene in trmnulous hasten in the Cleve-Jiilich 
affair ; ^ Peace, O friends I Some bargain ; peaceable joint-^ 
possession ; any temporary bargain,- till we see ! Can two 
Protestants fall to slashing one another, in such an aspect of 
the Reich and its Jesuitries P’-^r-And &ey did agree (Dort- 
mund, 10th May 1609), the first of their innumerable 
‘ agreements,’ to some temporary joint-possession ; — ^the thrice- 
thankful Country doing homage to both, ‘ with oath to the 
one that shall be found genuine.’ And they did endeavour 
to govern jointly, and to keep the peace on those terms, 
though it was not easy. 

Pot the Kaiser had already said : ^ Council and 

Spanish Cousin, poor E^er RodoM caring too little about 
these things,^ had alr^y s^d^ Cleve must absolutely not go 
into* wrong han&. • Bor whidh what safe method is there, but 

^ Rodolf n. (Kepler’s too insolvent * Matron’), 1576-1612; then Matthias, 
Koidtfs Brother, 1612-1619, rather tolerant to Brotestimts then Ferdinand il, 
^n» 1619-1637, much the reverse of tolerant, by whom mainly came 

Tll^rt^Years^ W the Kaisers of this period. 

IfeidSnand iin, Son of n. (1637-1657), who finidicd out the Thirty-Years War, 
pi^y %>^th% of h^ own in young days (Battle of Nordlingien his grandesi 

Leopold (1658^1705),— whose Two Sons were 

Kaiser Joseph (1705-1711), and Kaiser Karl vi. (1711-1740), Maria Thwsa’s 
Father* 
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that thfi Kaiser himself l»wom* proprietor? A Letter is yet 
(Bactsnt, from the Aulic Couiicii to their Vice-Chancellor, who 
hari Iwmi *®«»t to negotiate tW» matter with the parties; 
Ijetter to toe eflhoti That such mult was the only good one ; 
that it must be adhiewd ; * that he must devise all manner of 
quirks (aifc m0)rebm MUte),' and achieve it.^ 

This curious Letter of a sublime Aulic Council, or Imperial 
M^f-Katk, to ite n< r still exists. 

And accordingly quirks did not prove undevisable on behalf 
erf toe Kaiser. ‘ Since you cannot agree,’ said the Kaiser, 

‘ and there aw m many of you who claim (we having privately 
st it ntl’Up several <rf ym to the feat), there will be nothing for 
it, hut toe Kaiwr must put the Gentry under sequestration, 
uui take pcenoisitm df it with hu own troops, till a decision 
be arrived at,— whieh probably will not be soon 1’ 

Smntl t Sehmre qf J&tkh by the Kaiser, and Kiege 

and qf U by the Protestant Parties, 1610. 

Wha atyon * Cedktdk ixague,' to bedemee ‘ Evangelical 
(/nkm' 

And toe Kaiser forthwith did as he had said ; sent Arch- 
duke I Leopold with trm^ who forcibly took the Castle of 
JlilWh ; ooBifflumdlng idl ©toer auitles and places to surrender 
at^ seqomtmte thansiJives, in like fashion; threatening 
Brandeiibuig «B*i Nsttbiaig, in a dreadful manner, wito 
ReWte-idW (Ban «f toe r.mfHn-), if they presumed to show 
OMitumaciy. U|W wWA Bmmlenburg and Ncuburg, ranking 
the»w«lvwi t^pstlsMP, toowed deiMfld c<»tama<7 ; ‘ tore-down 
the Edm% IVotUonalion,’ • toivteg good help at their 

iNudk* ' ' 

And ammdiiijdf, *on toe 4to <rf September 1610,’ after a 
tw^lonlhs si^toey. or toe Dutch, IVench, and Evangelical- 

• Pttiiwttt’s ProdiiBstteB, to DUisrfdorf, *3^ J^ly 
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Union Troops bombarding along with them, and ‘many 
English volunteers ’ to help, retook Julich, and packed 
Leopold away again.^ The Dutch and the French were 
especially anxious about this Cleve business, — ^poor Henri iv. 
was just putting those French troops in motion towards Jiilich, 
when Bavaillac, the distracted Devil’s- Jesuit, did his stroke 
upon him ; so that another than Henri had to lead in that 
expedition. The actual Captain at the Siege was Prince 
Christian of Anhalt, by repute the first soldier of Germany at 
that period : he had a horse shot under him, the business 
being veiy hot and furious ; — ^he had still worse fortune in the 
course of years. There were ‘many English volunteers’ at 
this Siege ; English nation hugely interested in it, though 
their Bong would not act except ^plomatically. It was the 
talk of all the then world,- — ^the evening song and the morn- 
ing prayer of Protestants especially, — ^till it was got ended in 
this manner. It deserves to rank as Symptom Second in this 
business ; far bigger flare of dull-red in the universal smoke- 
continent, than that of Donauworth had been. Are there no 
memorials left of those ‘ English volunteers,’ then ? * Alas, 
they might get edited as Bromley’s Royal Letters are ; — and 
had better lie quiet ! ' 

‘Evangelical Union,’ formed some two years before, with 
what cause we saw, has Kur-Pfalz ® at the head of it : but its 
troops or operations were never of a very forcible charactmr. 
Kur-Brandenburg now joined it formally, as did many more ; 
Kur-Sachsen, anxious to make himself convenient in other 
quarters, never would. Add to these phenomena, the now 
decisive appearance of a ^Catholic (League of Catholic 

Princes), which, by way of counterpois»n to the ^ Union/ had 
been got-up by Duke Maximilian of Bavaria several months 
ago ; and which now, under the same guidance, in tibiese bad 

^ PftuHy'iUi 527. r ’ - vi'h-,’ 

* In Carlyle’s MucellanUs (viL § * Two Hundred and Fifty Years ago : a 
Fragment about Duels *) is one small scene belonging to them. 

* WnlCt>-King*a; FaUie^ died 9th September i6io« few days adter this 
recapture of Jiilich. 
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circumstances, took a great expansion of figure. Duke 
Maximilian, ‘ Donauworth Max,’ finding the Evangelical Union 
go 80 very high, and his own Kaiser like to he good for little 
in such business (poor hypochondriac Kaiser Rudolf n., more 
taken-up with turning-looms and blow-pipes than with matters 
political, who accordingly is swept-out of Jiilich in such 
summary way), — ^Donauworth Max has seen this a necessary 
institution in the present aspect. Both ‘ Union ’ and ‘ League ’ 
rapidly waxed under the sound of the Jiilich cannon, as was 
natural. 

Kur-Sachsen, for standing so well aloof from the Union, 
got from the thankful Kaiser written Titles for these Duchies 
of Cleve and Jiilich ; Imperial parchments and infeftments of 
due extent ; but never any Territory in those parts. He never 
offered fight for his pretensions ; and Brandenburg and Neu- 

burg, ^Neuburg especially, — always answered him, ‘No!’ 

with sword half-drawn. So Kur-Sachsen faded out again, and 
look only parchments by the adventure. Practically there 
was no private Competitor of moment to Brandenburg, except 
this Wolfgang Wilhelm of Pfalz-Neuburg ; he alone having 
clutched hold.— But we hasten to Symptom TUrd, which 
particularly concerns us, and will be intelligible now at 
last. 


Symptom Third; a IXmmer-seerte at BusseMorf, 1613 : 
Spaniards and Dutch shoulder-arms in Ckve 

Brandenburg and Neuburg stood together a^inst fhird 

parties; but their joint-government was apt to ^ 

when left to itself, and the pressure of danger 
‘ They covemed by the Roths and Stands of the Co™^ ’ 
old methods and old official men : each of two had ^ 
own Vice-Eegent (StaUhalter) present on the ground, who 
toMy preS^as they could. Jarrings were unavmdable; 

end their big lawsuit, they could not ; often as they trie t, 
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with the whole world encouraging and urging them.^ The 
meetings they had, and the treaties and temporary bargains 
they made, and kept, and could not keep, in these and in 
the following years and generations, pass our power of 
recording.^ 

In 1618 the Brandenburg Statthalter was Ernst, the 
Elector’s younger Brother ; Wolfgang Wilhelm in person, for 
his Father, or rather for himself as heir of his Mother, 
represented Pfalz - Neuburg. Ernst of Brandenburg had 
adopted Calvinism as his creed ; a thing hateful and horrible 
to the Lutheran mind (of which sort was Wolfgang Wilhelm), 
to a degree now altogether inconceivable. Discord arose in 
consequence between the Statthalters, as to official appoint- 
ments, sacred and secular : ^ You are for promoting Calvinists ! ’ 
— ^ And you, I see, are for promoting Lutherans ! ’ — -Johann 
Sigismund himself had to intervene : Wolfgang Wilhelm and 
he had their meetings, friendly colloquies ; — ^the final colloquy 
of which is still memorable ; and issues in Symptom Third, 

We said, a strong flame of choler burnt in all these 
Hohenzollerns, though they held it well down. Johann 
Sigismund, an excellent man of business, knew how essential a 
mild tone is : nevertheless he found, as this colloquy went on, 
that human patience might at length get too much. The 
scene, after some examination, is conceivable in this wise ; 
Place Diisseldorf, Elector’s apartment in the Schloss there; 
time late in the Year 1613, Day not discoverable by me. The 
two sat at dinner, after much colloquy al morning : Johann 
Sigismund, a middle-aged, big-headed, stem*^faced, honest- 

^ Old Sir Henry Wotton, Provost of Hton M his #li days, remembers bow he 
went Ambassador on this errand,— as on many o^ers equally bootless -and 
writes himself * Legate,* not only ‘thrice to Venice, twice to,* etc., etc., but 
sdso ‘once to Holland in the Juliers ma^tter (semet in Juliacemi negotioY : see 
Mdipdm W&Upniema (London, 1672), Preface. It was ‘in 1614,’ say the 
h|^ vaguely^ ilis Despatches, th^ in #0 Bi4>er-Ofee still I His 
good f<id Book deserves new editing, his good old genially pious life a proper 
elucidation, by some faithful man. 

* Map of fieve-jaiich, at p. 252. 
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Imikhig malt; UftW (■i«»ii]h<u I obsen'e; and eyelids slightly 
eontractetl, w if f«»r nharjter vision into niattere : Wolfgang 
Willn-lni. »f fmturw fallen dim to mci an airy gentleman, 
wall out of in* tcena, but, 1 doubt, not of wisdom sufficient ; 
evidently very high and stiff in his ways. 

ili« }H'optml, by way of finsd settlement, and end to all 
diwo brabblm, was this, and he insisted on it: ‘Give me 
your e!d«t l*rinc 0 « to wife; let her dowry he your whole 
claim on Clove- Jdlich { I will marry her on that condition, 
»»di we drall he friends ! ' Here evidently is a gentleman that 
does not want for twnceit in himself : — -consider too, in 
Johann Sigi ^uniui*;. ojiinum, h® had no right to a square inch 
of th«e 'ri*rrjl<ir»*-;, tliough for peace's sake a joint share had 
bfen allow**! him f*» tlnj time I ‘On that condition, 
jiu kiiimiws ? ’ tliougbt Jolmnn Sigisnunul ; ‘ My girl is not 
a laonstws no* At a loss ftar husbands fully better than 
pu, I should hope!’ This he thought, and could not help 
thintfing | but i iitli'/ivHrtintl to «ay nodiing of it. The young 
jnckanaiws wwt on, insisting. Nature at last prevailed; 
Johann .Sigismund lifted his liand (princely etiquettes melting 
all into smoke the sudtlwj), and gave the young jackanapes 
a sl^ over the to. Veritable slap ; which opened in a 
dreadful manner the eyi's of yoting Pfalz-Neuburg to his real 
wtuatioa ; and sent him off high-ilaming, vowing never-ima- 
ghtMl vi;ngt‘antH'. A rcnwirkahle ■'^lap ; well testified to,-— 
thoui^ th® old Hi >torii"», lAruck blank with terror, reverence 
smd cv.io»i‘.Imt**nt, mn for most pmi only symbol it in dumb- 
iliows^—a akp that had hinHirlant consequences in this 
world. 


« PatewiarrfA'w-. Mb. iv. 1 16 , p. ai 3 ),«ad many others, are m this 

m. Tobh* Pfsamsr Mi mt^Uta, Ub. I 8 9 , p- ah) » 

wmltelll •A%IW, u( at, nnndetdurguietNeohuitw^ d%u 

sjuafrfr (ths •.‘?rvr, *«.»««,• or Hector, ‘One of The Seven’) f f 

*» Mkti0r im mUi dtgnimts, hospitk, cosna- 
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For now W iiln Im. fiaiiuiii' ufF in ii< vt r iuKi^iiicii 

ixMtliHl niraighl to Miinch«n, to Mox of ltev«ari& 
thero ; dwkiml himswlf t oinlsu t d, or n«irly «o, of the Ilomnn. 
(ktholic ll<’ligiot» : wotmi, «k 1 In « f«w wi»k» (1 Olli Novemljwr 
1618) wwidotl Man’s young**' Sister i anul soon after, at 
l)Ua*«*Itiorf, {«>m{u>n'.ly «ich his rhange of 

Ik'Hef, — ■with iHiimmse flourish of Irimijit fin;!;, ami Jubilant 
|)aH(j)bl( !t fnitg, from Holy (^unrh.* His |K«>r okl Father, 
th® devoutest of 1‘rotcalsnts, waJldl aloud his • Ichaliod t tl»« 
glory is dofsartcii 1 *—* holding ’ weekly fast and humiliatiofi’ 
ever after, ^ ■ and diet! in few month* of a hroken heart. ‘'I’he 
■Catholic I,Mig«© ha* now a a#w Mewilw on th«M» term*. 

Aiai on other hand, Johann Sijti uituid, ii«rly with the 
like hast® (85lh DeoBoiher l6liX declared himself oanvintsdl 
of Calvinism, hk ytnmgfr Tlrother'* cn*ii j * — which continues 
ever since the ltrund«*»d>urg f^nut crved, that of the I*iiople 
bdng moatly ljuthomn. Men saM, it was to the Ilhiteh, 
to please tl»e Jiilichers, meet of whom are Calvinist. Apologetic 
Pauli is elaborate, but Inconclimim It wa« v^ry ill taken at 
Berlin, where even po|Hi!ar Hot arase on thfi matter. In 
I’HJiHa too it hntl it* drawltarks,* 

And now, ail Iwing ftill of mutation, vrarias i^i'miiti and 
indnitii rumour, th«m maurched Mxt ymr (IBH), on *l%hi 

sunfih'lttin, Spanish tro^ into the 
JiUieh'Otve country, at^, mtntmanced by Nmburg, 

•HHng gfirrlstms Uwre. Wlu'O'Upou Ikiteh tioope likewise 
marched, oountMuiiiced by Bnyndhwiburg, and m'rttpu'tl ottter 
fortreiBiiw and gaiTtMins ; ami ao, in ewry »tro«g-pl*«, th«fe 
w®re either Pnpi'd Spanian!-, «r CSelHnlat'IJuteb ; who itood 
tfam, ftonting one anoth«', aiKi owild not by toMityiiig tie 

Smii^ mmmJH mmmh # imii4 

/in, crVfiw/ij 

(Cfc»i l« Mtitfi lii |#I| 

'Ute rrfri'S dn* li> A XtW# fli |4i| 

* twryhlcr, I(M npi, • il. ^ 

* M, Ikl S44 1 ||^|4I% 1 
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out again;— hke ckiuti* |K)«itive}y electric versus clouds 
negatively. A« imlmd wm getting to be tlie case of Germany 
in genemi ; ca«! fatally viaible in every Province, Principality 
»ihI Fariab there: till a tluuulerslonn, and succession of 
thunderjilorins, of TJdrty-Yeaw contimumcc, broke out. Of 
which three hup nunoura and mutations, and menacings of 
war, springing out of that finid collo<}uy and slap in the face, 
aw to l» taken a« the Third prtuncmilory Symptom. Spaniards 
and IhiU-h at^id elecirit^ly fronting one another in Oeve for 
seven yrere, till their l'ru«i la out, Wore tliey irlash together ; 
Gci nmny do«i not widt HO long by a couple of years. 

Ftmrtkf mui Caimdrophe ujmt the heels qfd 

Five yreura mem (1 6 IS), and there wiU have come a Fourth 
Symptom, hlgpid of idl, mpidly conHummatiug the process ; — 
Symptom still famdl, of the following external fipre : Three 
(Ifflcial Gewtiewen deeaweding from a window in die Castle of 
Prag: hurled out by iit»|*atient Bohemian Protestantism, a 
depth of setenty hfippUy only into dung, and without 

loss of life. From whWh follows a * King of Bohemia ’ elected 
thsw. King not unknown to lu; — ‘thunderclouds’ all in one 
hup dash, and the * wntinent of sour smoke’ blazing all into 
a eontinmit of tbmwiiraai fire s I'lirntT-YKAas Waa, as they 
now csll It ! Budh » oonflapation as poor Germany never 
saw b*f<m &r slnoa. 

Three w«*« the F«r pri'llmlnary S^ptom of that dismal 
business. * Aa to the prinmry <mum of it,’ says one of my 
Audtorldre, *idMee lie dtH'p, d<-<'p almost as those of Original 
Sin. But tibe proximate rewsre M>m to me to have beai ^ese 
two; Fk'irtt dial the Jemlt*PdMts and Principalities had 
vowed and twdlfed to him, by God's bdp and by the Devil’s 
(this was the peoiliadly of it), Europ made Orthodox again : 
and thni Ths fact ttot a Max of Bavaria existed at 

that ti«% •mhtm imf dbaxeeter, oinnlng hut rash head, and 
fiumtkdUy Papint hmrl di8po.*ie<l him to attempt that axterprise, 
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him with, such resources and capacities, under their bad 
guidance.’ 

Johann Sigismund did many swift decisive strokes of business 
in his time, businesses of extensive and important nature ; but 
this of the slap to Neuburg has stuck best in the idle memory 
of mankind. Diisseldorf, Year 161S : it was precisely in the 
time when that same Friedrich, not yet by any means ‘King 
of Bohemia,’ but already Kur-Pfalz (Cousin of this Neuburg, 
and head, man of the Protestants), was over here in England, 
on a fine errand; — ^namely, had married the fair Elizabeth 
(14th February 1613), James the First’s Princess; ‘Goody 
Palsgrave,’ as her Mother floutingly called her, not liking the 
connexion. What kind of a ‘ King of Bohemia ’ this FrMrich 
made, five or six years after, and what sea of troubles he and 
his entered into, we know ; the * Wmter-IConig ’ (Winter-King, 
fallen in times of Jrosty or built of mere frosty a snow-king 
altogether soluble again) is the name he gets in German 
Histories. But here is another hook to hang Chronology 
upon. 

This brief Bohemian Kingship had nc^t yet exploded on the 
Weissenberg of Prag,^ when old Sir Henry Wotton bmng sent 
as Ambassador ‘ to Ue abroad ’ (as he wittily caEed it, to Ms 
cost) in that Business, saw, in the (Sty of Lintz, in the 
picturesque green country by the shores Of tbe Honau there, 
an ingenious person, who is now reeognisaMe as one of tbe 
remarkahlest of mankind, Mr. John Kepler, namely ; Keplmr as 
Wotton writes him; addressing the great Lord Bacon (un- 
happily without strict date of any Mnd) on tliat amtcOig other 
subjects. Mr. John’s now ever-^inemmiable watcte^ those 
Motions of the Stwr Ma/rs^ with ‘calmlaMons rOp 

^iid abo with Discovery of the Planetary L4ws of this 
Universe, some ten years ago, appears to be uisknown to 
Wotton and Bacon ; but there is something else of Mr* John’s 

^ Battle there, Sunday 8th ISfoveihbet 162CX 
JDt MbiUms Stella Mortis i Prag, f6oo<i 
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defining ‘ winch dm,rm attenlitin from an Imtaurator of 
I%ito!io|>hy : 

»|fe luith k littl* Umk T«nt («f wlmt *tuff itt not much importmu) 
Mp the Amh(i»i«»4or, 'which h« mn euddciily iot up where he will in a 
Hil4 ; wtd it to waaiwsnihte {like a wimimill) to all quarters at pleasure • 
aipihto ef not »««* more tluwi »m man, an I wmceire, and perhaps at no 
grwit ««*« i OMetly eloae and dark, «« o at one hole, about an iiich and 
a half la the diameter, te which h« applies a long perspective Trunk 
srtth the «Bfe* glaaa fitted to the aald hole, and the concave taken out at 
the ether end, which esteadelh to atmt the middle of this erected Tent : 
thresh which tee ftolhte radtoUotw of all tee Objects without are 
lulroniitUid, ndliMR upon a l*aper, which to accommodated to receive them ; 
and m he Iracete thewi with hto pea la their natural appearance ; turning 
hi* little Teat round hy df«r««i, till be bath designed the whole Aspect 
of the Held/ i~ln Aet he hath a famm Obtmra, and is exhibiting the 
•ante ter the dsdeetedltm tdl Imperial ftaitlemen lounging that way. Mr. 
John i«f«te tttch toy*, wrltea almanack*, praotliie* medicine, for good 
hto citfouraKcmcat tee Holy Romsut Bmplre and mankind 
helnf only a pmialon of 184 a year, and that hardly ever paid. An 
IflgeaiiMi# |K-i u.»(i, limly, If there ever wa« ono among Adam's Posterity. 
Jutt lurjtprl «.f liily , and !ll-edf for caah. TldH glimpse of him, In his little 
htoek teste with penifeetife gtaiMW, while tee 'Iliirty-Years War blazes 

li wftlMiiii in II 


Wkot '6mim ^ tht Ckre-Jslkh EerUage, and of the 
Pr r mM n am 

In tiM ClwNi I>«dhtoi joint government had now become 
mom diffimlt tibatn mm i but it to be pmmted in, — ^under 
in^Ktel ofienwM, nnd outbreaks hardly repressed ; — 

no finai InipiB of 8«ty«iMnt proving by any medrod po^ible. 
Tim^ oonferenoQR, and pleadings, manifesto- 

inp 1^ aoHM pidnM Gearman collector of Statistics 

tiy to |^v« Ui ^ apjiroaimate quantity of impracticable 
Iraotioai ftttih manifestos, correspondences; in 

* It iwciiw, ItaptlOs foite idl Sapte*, dead •ome yiur* before) must have given 
Ub tee eiimoteil hto*,— whom, m wb«» Wnt, Mr. John doe* not happen to 

lnlofiH ItU E»«?rilriity 4tl 

* l%i|i p 300* 
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brief, some antlientical cipher (say in round millions) of idle 
Words spoken by official human creatures, and approximately 
(in square miles) the extent of Law-Stationeiy and other Paper 
written, first and last, about this Controversy of the Cleve 
Duchies ? In that form it might have a momentary interest. 

When the Winter-Bang^s explosion took place, ^ and his 
own unfortunate Pfalz (Palatinate) became the theatre of war 
(Tilly, Spinola versm Pfalzers, English, Dutch), involving all 
the neighbouring regions, Cleve-Jiilich did not escape its fate. 
The Spaniards and the Dutch, who had long sat in gloomy 
armed-truce, occupying with obstinate precaution the main 
Portresses of these Jiilich-Cleve countries, did now straightway, 
their Twelve-Years truce being out (16S1), ^ fall to fighting 
and besieging one another there ; the huge War, which proved 
of Thirty Years, being now all a-blaze. What the country 
suffered in the interim may be imagined. 

In 1624, in pity to all parties, some attempt at practical 
Division of the Territory was again made : Neuburg to have 
Berg and Jiilich, Brandenburg to have Cleve, Mark, Ravens- 
berg and the minor appurtenances : and Treaty to that effect 
was got signed (11th May 1624). But it was not well kept, 
nor could be ; and the statistic cipher of new treaties, mani- 
festos, conferences, and approximate written area of Law-Paper 
goes on increasing. 

It was not till forty-two years after, in 1666, as will be 
more minutely noticeable by and by, that an effective partition 
could be practically brought about. Nor in this state was the 
Lawsuit by any means ended, — ^as we shall wearisomely see, in 
times long following that. In fact there never was, in the 
German Chanceries or out of them, such a Lawsuit, Armed or 
Wigged, as this of the Cleve Duchies first and last. And the 
seitence was not practically given, till the Congress of Vienna 
(1815) in our own day gave it ; and the thing Johann Sigis- 

* Crowned at Pra^, 4th Novemt)ern.s. 1619; beateh to min thorc, and obliged 

to gallop (almost befcM/c dinner done), Sunday 8th IfotemW ^ 

* Pauli, ^ 578-580. 
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uniitd luwi t‘!nit(H‘4 !<*gii!!y in H»0i) wn* actually handed-over 
to .lohnnn Si»i >finmir« l><*«’i‘nthuit in tlse neventh generation, 
after l \u> huiulrrd and six yearn. Haiidetl-over to him then, — 
and a lilwrrd niie of intm‘»t allowed, 'lliese Htigatetl Duchies 
are now the Pntssiaw Province Julich-Ucrg-Clicve, and the 
nnclens of Frussia's pu •.c",-.ions in tlie Eliine «>untry. 

A yvm ladort* .iohnnn Sigismnnd’s death, Albei't Ftietlrich, 
the |K>or wHpmai Duke of FrtjHsia, <lieti (Bth August 1618) : 
«|K»n winch our swift Kurfiir,st, not without ne«l of his 
devlerilii'S then* i<K», got {H*m»nhlo posscfisiou of Prussia;— 
nor ha* hi* Family lost hold of tlmt, up to the present time. 
Next year (SfHii IkTcmter 1619), he himmslf closed a swift 
busy life (lalaair enough in it for him {H'rhups, though only 
an age of forty tnm ) ; and wmk to his long Kmt, his works 
following him,— urmltemhle themwforth, not unfruitful some 
of them. 


CIIAPTEII XV 

TENTH Kt’un UST, <;E<»R<5F, WJLHEI.M 

By far the unluekie*t of th«e Electors, whether the most 
unworthy of them or not, wa* George Wilhelm, Tenth 
Elector, who now suwa*ltstl Johann Sigismuml his Father. 
The Fathm>‘» ey« had dosod when this great flame was hreak- 
out ; and tlm Son's day* wew all spnt amid the hot 
a*h« and fiem> Waxing* t»f it. 

“'rhe poaition of Hnunlenhurg during this sad ITiirty-YeaM 
War wa* mthw tlwn active ; distinguWred only in 

the former way, a«wl a* far a* {>o*siWe from being glorious or 
victorious. Never ainoe the Hohenxollwns came to that 
Country Imd Bmndenliurg such a time. Difficult to have 
mended it ; ImjMswihlo to have quite avoided it and Kur- 
ftet Georp Wilhelm was not a man so superior to all his 
ncighlamni. that he could clearly am his way in such an 
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element. The perfect or ideal course was clear: To have 
frankly drawn sword for his Religion and his Rights, so soon 
as the battle fairly opened; and to have fought for these 
same, till he got either them or died. Alas, that is easily 
said and written ; but it is, for a George Wilhelm especially, 
difficult to do ! His capability in all kinds was limited ; Ids 
connexions, with this side and that, were very intricate. 
Gustavus and the Winter-King were his Brothers-in-law ; 
Gustavus wedded to his Sister, he to Winter-King’s. His 
relations to Poland, feudal superior of Preussen, were 
delicate; and Gustavus was in deadly quarrel with Poland. 
And then Gustavus’s sudden laying-hold of Pommem, which 
had just escaped from Wallenstein and the Kaiser ? It 
must be granted, poor George Wilhelm’s case demanded 
circumspectness. 

One can forgive him for declining the Bohemian-King 
speculation, though his Uncle of Jagerndorf and his Cousins 
of liegnitz were so hearty and forward in it. Pardonable in 
him to decline the Bohemian speculation ; — ^though surely it 
is very sad that he found himself so short of ‘ butter and fire- 
wood ’ when the poor ex-King, and his young Wife, then in a 
specially-interesting state, came to take shelter with him ! ^ 
But when Gustavus landed, and flung-out upon the winds 
such a banner as that of his,. — ^truly it was required of a 
Protestant Governor of men to be able to read said banner in 
a certain degree. A Governor not too imperfect, would have 
recognised this Gustavus, what his purposes and likelihoods 
were ; the feeling would have been, checked by due circum- 
spectness : ^Up, my men, let us foUow this man ; let us live 
and die in the Cause this man goes for ! Live otherwise with 
hoQour, or die otherwise with honour, we cannot, in the pass 
things have come to!’ And thus, at the very worst, 

% {Gt^MckU des I>re£^igfdkrijgm ^ modem Book) 

g^ves a notable mooioml ^om the Brandenburg ^ ecmeenirkg these theiir 
difficulties of housekeeping. Their real object, we perceive, was to get nd of ft 
Guest so dangerous ftS the ^-King, under Ban of the Empire, ha<3i now 
becmue. • ■ v:', 
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Brandenburg would have had only one class of enemies to 
ravage it ; and might have escaped with, arithmetically speak- 
ing, half the harrying it got in that long Business. 

But Protestant Germany, — sad shame to it, which proved 
lasting sorrow as well, — was all alike torpid; Brandenburg 
not an exceptional case. No Prince stood up as beseemed : 
or only one, and he not a great one ; Landgraf Wilhelm of 
Hessen, who, and his brave Widow after him, seemed always 
to know what hour it was. Wilhdm of Hessen all along ; — 
and a few wild hands, Christian of Brunswick, Christian of 
Anhalt, Johann George of Jagerndorf, who stormed-out 
tumultuously at first, but were soon blown away by the 
Tilly- Wallenstein trade-mnds and regulated armaments : — 
the rest sat still, and tried all they could to keep out of 
harm’s way. The ‘Evangelical Union’ did a great deal of 
manifestoing, pathetic, indignant and other; held solemn 
Meetings at Heilbronn, old Sir Henry Wotton going as 
Ambassador to them ; but never got any redress. Had the 
Evangelical Union shut-up its ink-homs sooner ; girt-on its 
fighting-tools when the time came, and done some little 
execution with them then, instead of none at all, — we may 
fancy the Evangelical Union would have better discharged 
its function. It might have saved immense wretchedness to 
Germany. But its course went not that way. 

In fact, had there been no better Protestantism than that 
of Germany, all was over with Protestantism ; and Mas of 
Bavaria, with fanatical Perdinand n. as Eaiser over him, and 
Father liimineriein at his right hand and Father Hyacinth at 
his lefl^ had got their own sweet way in this world. But 
Protestant Germany was not Protestant Europe, after all. 
Over seas there dwelt and reigned m certain King in Sweden ; 
there farmed, and^ musing hy the shores of the Ouse 

in Bimtm a certain inan;— there was a Gustav 

Adnlf ova Cromwril over seas ; and a ‘ com- 

pany of poor men ’ were found capable of taking Lucifer hy 
the beard, — ^who accordingly, with Lammerleins, Hyacinths, 

von. n ® 
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Habernfeldts and others, was forced to withdraw, after a tough 
struggle ! — 


CHAPTER XVI 
THIRTY- YEAKS WAR 

The enormous Thirty-Years War, most intricate of modem 
Occurrences in the domain of Diyasdust, divides itself, after 
some unral^J^g, into Three principal Acts or Epochs ; in 
all of which, one after the other, our Kurfurst had an 
interest mounting progressively, but continuing to be a 
passive interest. 

Act First goes from 1620 to 1624 ; and might be entitled 
^ The Bohemian Bang Made and Demolished.’ Personally the 
Bohemian Bang was soon demolished. His Kingship may be 
said to have gone-off by explosion ; by one Fight, namely, 
done on the Weissenberg near Prag (Sunday 8th November 
1620), while he sat at dinner in the City, the boom of the 
cannon coming in with interest upon his high guests and himt 
He had to run, in hot haste, that night, leaving many of his 
important papers, — and becomes a Winter- King. Winter- 
Bong’s account was soon settled. But the extirpating of his 
Adherents, and capturing of his Hereditary Lands, Palatinate 
and Upper-Palatinate, took three years more. Hard fighting 
for the Palatinate ; Tilly and Company against the ‘ Evan- 
gelical Union Troops, and the English under Sir Horace 
Vere.’ Evangelical-Union Troops^ though marching about 
there, under an Uncle of our Kurfurst (Margraf Joachinat 
Ernst, that lucky Anspach Uncle^ founder of ^the Line’), 
who professed some skitt in soldiering^ were a mere Picture of 
an Army ; would only ^ observe,’ and would not fight at alL 
So that the whole fighting fell to Sir Hcnrace and bis poor 
handful of English ; of whose grim posture ^ in Frankendale ’ ^ 

^ Frankenthal, a Kttle Town in the Palatinate, N.W. £rom Mannheim a 
ahoitway. 
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and other Strongholds, for months long, there is talk enough 
in the old English History-Books. 

Then there were certain stem War-Captains, who rallied 
from the Weissenberg Defeat : — Christian of Brunswick, the 
chief of them, titular Bishop of Halberstadt, a high-flown, 
fiery young fellow, of terrible fighting gifts ; he flamed-up 
considerably, with *the Queen of Bohemia’s gloTe stuck in his 
Hat ’ : < Bright Lady, it shall stick there, till I get you your 
own again, or die ! ’ ^ Christian of Brunswick, George of 
Jiigemdorf (our Kurfdrst’s Uncle), Count Mansfeldt and 
others, made stormy fight once and again, hanging upon this 
central ‘ Frankendale ’ Business, till they and it became hope- 
less. For the Kaiser and his Jesuits were not in doubt ; a 
Kaiser very proud, unscmpulous; now clearly superior in 
force, — and all along of great superiority in fraud. 

Christian of Brunswick, Johann George and Mansfeldt were 
got rid of : Christian by poison ; Johann George and Mans- 
feldt by other methods, — chiefly by playing upon poor TTing 
James of England, and leading him“by the long nose he was 
found to have. The Palatinate became the Kaiser’s for the 
time being; Upper Palatinate (Oher-PJhh) Duke Max of 
Bavaria, lying contiguous to it, had easily taken. ‘Incor- 
porate the Ober-Pfalz with your Bavaria,’ said the Eaiser, 
‘ you, illustrious, thrice-serviceable Max ! And let Lammer- 
lein and Hyacinth, with their Gospel of Ignatius, loose upon 
it. Nay, as a still richer reward, be yours the forfeited K^tr 
(Electorship) of this mad Kur-Pfalz, or Winter-King. I wiU 
hold his Rhine-Lands, his Unter-PJbh : his Electorship and 
Ober-JP/nhx, I say, are yours, Duke, henceforth Kwfurst Maxi- 
milian ! ’ ® Wliich was a hard saying in the ears of Branden- 
burg, Saxony and the other Five, and of the Reich in general ; 

* 1621-1623, age not yet twenty-five; died (by poison), 1626, having s^ain 
become supremely important just then. ‘ Gottcs Freund, der Ifaffen Feind 
(God’s Friend, Priests’ Foe)’; ‘Alles fOr Ruhm und Ihr (AH for Glory and 
Her,’ — the bright Elizabeth, become Ex-Queen), were mottoes of his.— Buddaus 
in voce (i. 649) ; Michaelis, i. no. 

* K»hkr, RtUhc-HUorh, p. saa 
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but they had all to comply, after wincing. For the Kaiser 
proceeded with a high hand. He had put the Ex-King 
tinder Ban of the Empire (never asking ‘ the Empire ’ about 
it); put his Three principal Adherents, Johann George of 
Jagemdorf one of them, Prince Christian of Anhalt (once 
captain at the Siege of Juliers) another, likewise under Ban 
of the Empire ; ^ and in short had flung about, and was flings 
ing, his thunderbolts in a very Olympian manner. Under 
all which, what could Brandenburg and the others do ; but 
whimper some trembling protest, ^ Clear against Law ’ ! — and 
sit obedient ? The Evangelical Union did not now any more 
than formerly draw out its flghting-tools. In fact, the 
Evangelical Union now fairly dissolved itself ; melted into a 
deliquium of terror under these thunderbolts that were flying, 
and was no more heard of in the world. — 

Second let, or Epoch, 16£4-16Sd. A second Uncle put to 
the Ban, and Pommern snatched away 

Except in the ^ Nether-Saoocm Ci/rcle'' (distant North-west 
r^on, with its Hanover, Mecklenburg, with its rich Ham- 
burgs, Lubecks, Magdeburgs, all Protestant, and abutting on 
the Protestant North), trembling Germany lay ridden over as 
the Kaiser willed. Foreign League got up by France, King 
James, Christian iv. of Denmark (James’s Brother-in-law, with 
whom he had such ^ drinking’ in Somerset House, long ago, 
on Christian’s visit hither went to water, or worse. Only 
the ^ Nether-Saxon Circle ’ showed some life ; was levying an 
army ; and had appointed Christian of Brunswick its Captain,. 
tiE he was got poisoned ;-—Tupon which the drinking King of 
Denmark took the commandL 

Act Second goes from L624 to 1627 or even ’29 ; and 
contains drunken Christian’s Jhq>laits. Which were tmfbr- 
feaate, almost to the ruin of Denmark itself, as weE as irf the 

* 22djaii. 1 S 21 p, 5iS|. 

* Old Histories of Jaiats i. (Wilson, etc.). 
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N»-lhrr Siixnu Cirrh'; -till in the Ifttlcr of theH« years he 
slightly rnlliiil, nml g«t a Mi}>j)or!)ihlc Eeaco grante<l him 
(Eeare of Luherk, ofU*r which he Hits tjuiet, con- 

tciujilaliM-. with an «*vil ev« W}K>n Kwinfen now and then. 
'I’lif !>i-utin*'.. he got , in tjvjite regular sum'ssion, fi-om Tilly 
ami ConiwfftH, an* Jit»t worth menlioning ; the only thing one 
now njmemlwiw of him is his alarming lutcidcnt on the mm- 
|»irt* of llameht, jnst at the Ofaming of these Camimigns. 
At Ilainchi, which wan to Iw a strong |K)8t, dnmken 
Christian nah* out on«, on a summer afttirnoon (16®4), to 
mx. that the rantjiarts won* all right, or gt'tting all right ;—~ 
attd tnniblisl, horse and self (self in liquor^ it is thought), in 
an omintius alanning nmnntsr. Taken uj) for dead; — nay 
MM«e of the vngne ilistoriw«t<im to tliink he was really dead : 
— hnt h« liv«t to Im often t«*aU;n after tlmt, and had many 
moist yearn nnm*. 

Onr Kurfl»rst had anothw IJncIa put to the Ban in this 
Hecond Act,— Chrintiaii Wilhelm Arehbishop of Magdeburg, 
♦for assisting idle Daitish King’; nor was Ban all the ruin 
that foil on this |soor ArehbiMiiop. What could an unfor- 
lunatn Kiirfdrat do, but trembb and obey ? Hrere was still 
a wtjisw smart g«A by our {khw Kurfnmt out of Act Second : 
the glaring injmdi«*>(? done him in Bommem. 

iio« the r^er rememlwf that scene in the High Ohurch 
of Stettin a lmndn*d and fifty yean* ago? How the Biirger- 
meiater threw sword imd helmet into the grave of the last 
Ihikf vi Boraniem-Stettin there; and a forward Otieen 
picked them out n^ii in favour of a Collateral Brandh ? 
Never since, «»y more dian th«s, <»uld Bmndcnbmg get 
Ponitnem acoording to claim. Coilatmal Brandh, in spite of 
Frittlrkh Ironteetlj, in 8|iito even of Albert Achilles and 
some fighting of his, oontriTOd, by pleading at the Diet* end 
•tirring-«p iiois*^ to maintitin Its prt‘ten.sjon» t and Treaties 
withcwt end eiiiued, as usual ; Trwtiee r^taihed and new- 
signetl liy every Successor of AJbsrt, to a wearisome d^iee. 
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The sum of which always was : ‘ Pommern does actual homage 
to Brandenburg; vassal of Brandenburg; — and falls home 
to it, if the now Extant Line go extinct.’ Nay there is an 
Erhverhrudenmg (Heritage-Fraternity) over and above, estab- 
lished this long time, and wearisomely renewed at every new 
Accession. Hundreds of Treaties, oppressive to think of : — 
and now the last Duke, old Bogislaus, is here, without hope 
of children ; and the fruit of all that haggling, actual Pom- 
mern to wit, will at last fall home ? Alas, no ; far otherwise. 

For the Kaiser having so triumphantly swept-ofF the 
Winter-King, and Christian iv. in the rear of him, and got 
Germany ready for converting to Orthodoxy, — ^wished now to 
have some hold of the Seaboard, thereby to punish Denmark ; 
nay thereby, as is hoped, to extend the blessings of Ortho- 
doxy into England, Sweden, Holland, and the other Heretic 
States, in due time. For our plans go far ! This is the 
Kaiser’s fixed wish, rising to the rank of hope now and then : 
all Europe shall become Papist again by the help of God 
and the Devil. So the Kaiser, on hardly any pretext, seized 
Mecklenburg from the Proprietors, — ^Traitors, how durst 
you join Danish Christian ? ’ — ^and made Wallenstein Duke 
of it. Duke of Mecklenburg, * Admiral of the East Sea 
(Baltic) ’ ; and set to ‘ building ships of war in Rostock,’ — 
his plans going far.^ This done, he seized Pommern, which 
also is a fine Sea-country,— stirring-up Max of Bavaria to 
make some idle pretence to Pommern, that so the Raiser 
might seize it ‘in sequestration till decided on.’ Under 
which hard treatment, George Wilhelm had to sit sad and 
silent, — ^though the Stralsunders would not. Hence the 
world-famous Siege of Stralsund (1628); fierce Wallenstein 
declaring, ‘I will have the Town, if it hung by a chain from 
Heav^’ ; but finding he could not get it ; owing to the 
Sf-edish succour^ to the stubborn temper prevalent among the 
Townsfolk^ and also greatly to the rains and peat-bogSi 

s^opd IJucle of George Wilhelm’s, that unlucl^ Arch* 



279 


CHAP. XVI.] THIRTY-YEARS WAR 

lo-xath May 1631] 

bishop of Magdeburg above-mentioned, the Kaiser, once more 
by his own arbitrary will, put under Ban of the Empire, in 
this Second Act : ^ Traitor, how durst you join with the 
Danes ? ’ The result of which was Tilly’s Sack of Magde- 
burg (10-12th May 1631), a transaction never forgettable 
by mankind. — ^As for Pommern, Gustav Adolf, on his inter- 
vening in these matter’s, landed there : Pommern was now 
seized by Gustav Adolf, as a landing-place and place-of-arms, 
indispensable for Sweden in the present emergency ; and was 
so held thenceforth. Pommern will not fail to George 
Wilhelm at this time, 

Thkrd Act, cmd what the Kurfnrst suffered in it 

And now we are at Act Third : — ^Landing of Gustav 
Adolf ^in the Isle of Usedom, 24th June 1630,’ and onward 
for Eighteen Years till the Peace of Westphalia, in 1648 ; — 
on which, as probably better known to the reader, we will 
not here go into details. In this Third Act too, George 
Wilhelm followed his old scheme, peace at any price ; — 
as shy of Gustav as he had been of other Champions of the 
Cause ; and expect complaining, petitioning and manifestoing, 
studiously did nothing. 

Poor man, it was his fate to stand in the range of these 
huge collisions, — ^Bridge of Dessau, Siege of Stralsund, Sack 
of Magdeburg, Battle of Leipzig, — where the Titans were 
bowling rocks at one another ; and he hoped, by dextrous 
skipping, to escape share of the game. To keep well with 
his Kaiser,- — and such a Kaiser to Germany and to him, — 
this, for George Wilhelm, was always the first commandment. 
If the Kaiser confiscate your Uncles, against law ; seize your 
Pommern; rob you on the public highways, — George Wil- 
helm, even in such case, is full of dubitations. Nay his 
Prime-Minister, one Schwartzenberg, a Catholic, an Austrian 
Offidial at one time,— Progenitor of the Austrian Schwart- 
zenbergs that now are, — was secretly in the Kaiseris interest. 
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and is even thouglit to have been in the Kaiser’s pay, 
all along. 

Gustav, at his first landing, had seized Pommern, and 
swept it clear of Austrians, for himself and for his own 
wants ; not too regardful of George Wilhelm’s claims on it. 
He cleared-out Frankfurt-on-Oder, Ciistrin and other Bran- 
denburg Towns, in a similar manner, — ^by cannon and storm, 
when needful ; — drove the Imperialists and Tilly forth of 
these countries. Advancing, next year, to save Magdeburg, 
now shrieking under Tilly’s bombardment, Gustav insisted on 
having, if not some bond of union from his Brother-in-law of 
Brandenburg, at least the temporary cession of two Places of 
War for himself, Spandau and Ciistrin, indispensable in any 
farther operation. Which cession Kurfiirst George Wilhelm, 
though giving all his prayers to the Good Cause, could by no 
means grant. Gustav had to insist, with more and more 
emphasis; advancing at last, with military menace, upon 
Berlin itself. He was met by George Wilhelm and his 
Council, ^ in the woods of Copenick,’ short way to the east of 
that City : there George Wilhelm and his Council wandered 
about, sending messages, hopelessly coUsulting ; saying among 
each other, ^ QiLefaire ? ils ont des canons^ What can one do ; 
they have got cannon?’^ For many hoirrs so; round the 
inflexible Gustav,— who was thm’e like a fixed milestone, and 
to all questions and comers h^ only one answer ! — Qae 
fairef ils ont des ccmonsr This was the 8d May 1681. 
This probably is about the nadir-^point of the Btnndenburg- 
HohenzoUem History. The little Friedridh, who became 
Frederick ihe Great, in writing of it, has a eerfcain grim 
banter in his tone ; and looks rather with monkery on the 
perplexities of Ms poor Ancestor, so fatally ignorant of the 
time of day it now bOcom 

h Qrimd (BeiKii,' ,5 Mitmites ds 

l 38. For the rest, Friedrich’s Accotijit of the Transaction 
very loose and scanty ; see PaVli (iv. 568) and his minute details. 
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CHAP. XVI.] THIRTY-YEARS WAR 

6th Nov. 1632] 

On the whole, George Wilhelm did what is to be called 
nothing, in the Thirty-Years War ; his function was only 
that of suffering. He followed always the bad lead of Johann 
George, Elector of Saxony ; a man of no strength, devoutness 
or adequate human worth; who proved, on these n^ative 
grounds, and without flagrancy of positive badness, an unspeak- 
able curse to Germany. Not till the Kaiser fulminated forth 
his Restitution-Edict, and showed he was in earnest about it 
(16S9-1631), ^Restore to our Holy Church what you have 
taken from her since the Peace of Passau ! ’ — could this 
Johann George prevail upon himself to join Sweden, or even 
to do other than hate it for reasons he saw. Seized by the 
throat in this manner, and ordered to deliver^ Kur-Sachsen 
did, and Brandenburg along with Mm, make Treaty with the 
Swede.^ In consequence of wMch they two, some months 
after, by way of cooperating with Gustav on Ms great march 
Viennar-ward, sent an invading force into Bohemia, Branden- 
burg contributing some poor S,000 to it ; who took Prag, and 
some other open Towns ; but ^ did almost nothing there,’ say 
the Histories, ‘except dine and drink.’ It is clear enough 
they were instantly scattered home ^ at the first glimpse of 
Wallenstein dawning on the horizon again in those parts. 

Gustav having vanished (Field of liitzen, 6th November 
1632 % Oxenstiern, with his Mgh attitude, and ‘Presidency’ 
of the ‘Union of Heilbronn,’ was ratiber an offence to Kur- 
Sachsen, who used to be foremost man on such occasions. 
Eur-Sachsen broke away again ; made his Peace of Prag,^ whom 
Brandenburg again followed ; Brandenburg and gradually aU 
the others, except the noble Wilhelm of Hessen-Cassel alone. 
Mis^able Peace; bit of Chaos clouted up, and done over 
with Official varnish wMch proved to be the signal for con- 
titoing the War beyond visible limits, and rendering peace 


impossible. 


1 Stli Fcbmary 1631 (Kohler, Meichs-Eistmei pp. 

* October 1633 (Stenzel, i. 5 ^ 3 )" . 

• ?Ji, iv. 57I ‘ ‘635, 20th May (Stenzel, i. 513). 
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After this, George Wilhelm retires from the scene ; lives 
in Ciistrin mainly; mere miserable days, which shall be 
invisible to us. He died in 1640 ; and, except producing 
an active brave Son very unlike himself, did nothing consider- 
able in the world. ^ Que faire ? iU out des canons ! ’ 

Among the innumerable sanguinary tussellings of this War 
are counted Three great Battles, Leipzig, Liitzen, Nordlingen. 
Under one great Captain, Swedish Gustav, and the two or 
three other considerable Captains, who appeared in it, high 
passages of furious valour, of fine strategy and tactic, are on 
record. But on the whole, the grand weapon in it, and 
towards the latter times the exclusive one, was Hunger* The 
opposing Armies tried to starve one another ; at lowest, tried 
each not to starve. Each trying to eat the country, or at any 
rate to leave nothing eatable in it : what that will mean for 
the countiy, we may consider. As the Armies too frequently, 
and the Kaiser’s Armies habitually, lived without commissariat, 
often enough without pay, all horrors of war and of being a 
seat of war, that have been since heard of, are poor to those 
then practised. The detail of which is still horrible to read. 
Germany, in all eatable quarters of it, had to undergo the 
process ; — ^tortured, tom to pieces, wrecked, and brayed as in 
a mortar under the iron mace of war.^ Brandenburg saw its 
towns sieged and sacked, its country populations iiven to 
despair, by the one party and the other. Three times, — first 
in the Wallenstein Mecklenburg period, while fire and sword 
were the weapons, and again, twice over, in the ultimate 
stages of the struggle, when starvation had become the method, 
— ^Brandenburg fell to be the principal theatre of conflict, 
where all forms of the dismal were at their height. In 1638, 
three years after that precious ‘Peace of Prag,’ the Swedes 

^ Curious incidental detmls of the state it was reduced to, in the Rhine and 
Danube Countries, turn-up in the Earl of Arundel and Surrey*a Wmds (‘ Arundel 
of the Marbles’) as Ambassador Extraordinary to the Empmt Mrdktanda IL 
in 1636 (a small Volume, or Pamphlet, London, 1637). 
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(Banier versus Gallas) starving-out the Imperialists in those 
North-Western parts, the ravages of the starving Gallas and 
his Imperialists excelled all precedent; and the ‘famine about 
Tangermunde had risen so high that men ate human flesh, 
nay, human creatures ate their own children. ’ ^ ‘Que fairs ? 
ih mt des canons!'* 


CHAPTER XVII 

DUCHY OF JAGEENDORF 

This unfortunate George Wilhelm failed in getting 
Pommem when due ; Poramem, firmly held by the Swedes, 
was far from him. But that was not the only loss of territory 
he had. .Tagerndorf , — we have heard of Johann George of 
Jiigerndorf, Unde of this George Wilhelm, how old Joachim 
Friedrich put him into Jiigerndorf, long since, when it fell 
home to the Electoral House. Jagemdorf is now lost ; Johann 
George is under Reichs-Jcht (Ban of Empire), ever since the 
Winter-King’s explosion, and the thunderbolts that followed ; 
and wanders landless ; — ^nay he is long since dead, and has 
six-feet of earth for a territory, far away in Transylvania, or 
the RkseurGehirge (Giant-Mountains) somewhere. Concerning 
whom a word now. 

IMte qfJ&gsmdorf, Elector's Uncle, is pd under Ban 

Johann George, a frank-hearted valiant man, concerning 
whom only good actions, and no bad one, are on record, had 
notable troublai in the world ; bad troubles to begin with, 
and worse to end in. He was second Son of Kurfurst 
Joachim Friedridh, who had m^nt him for the Church.^ 
The young fellow was Coadjutor of Strasburg, almost from 
the time of lotting into short-clothes. He was then, still 
1 1638 « PimjM, Iv. 604. * I 577 -I< 5 a 4 : Rents'*. P- 
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(kstk* of myn Hi‘»f.sch : hut, he unfortAumtely 

wont nlwjui inti> il»* VViuh'r-Kiug’w mlvcutim* ; which, in that 
Kiul hilt tic of the Wri.ssfnhi'ic, smwJt; loinl Hhijjwrcck of itself, 
dnovin-' .Johann and jmu’h else along witii it. 

.lolnmn <»«j*>rgo w** straightway lyrannonsly put to tJie Ban, 
forfeit ihI of life and lands:* .lohann (itK)rgc disowned the 
Haiti Ban; NttxKl out fnTfoly for wlf and Winter- King ; and 
<lkl gotal fighting in the SiUmian stiwaigholds and mountain- 
piw.fs : Imt w«H ftwtwl to m:k temporary shelter in 
S!, fh'rtliut,‘vn ('rninKylvania) ; and tlied far away, in a year or 
two ( I (5!i4), while wtuming to try it itgaia. Sleeps, I think, 
in lh« ‘ .lablnnka Bawt * ; tim dumh (iiant-Mountains 
iktnrgt) »hr<MH!is>g-«p Ids mmI Bhipwret-k and him. 

.litgcrndorf wan Ihn# mimi hy Ferdinand n. of the House 
of napi.hnrg ; anti tKmigh it was eontmry to all law tliat the 
Kaiiarr siwuJd keep if. poor Jolwuni George havisig left Sons 
very innoeent of trrwon, anti Brothers, and an Electoral 
Nt-phfw, very inmwent; to whom, hy old compaets and new, 
the lleritagtJ in tlefw't of him was to fall, — neither Kaiser 
J'eidinitntI tt. nor Kaiser Ferdinand iii. nor any Kaiser 
wonhl ktt go lh« hold; hut kept .lUgerndorf fast clenched, 
deaf to all pleadings, and monitions of genii or men. 'fill at 
length, in IIm* fourth generation aflt'rwanls, one ‘l^riodrich 
tlw H«a»nd,’ not unknown to us,—* sharp little man, little in 
stature, but large in faenity and renown, who is now called 
* Fmirrit'k the (iitmt,'— t'httohwi ht>ld of the Imperial &t (so 
to iprwikh seiaing Ids tipporltmity in ITiO; and so wrenched 
and twiitotl saitl chme fist, that not only .liigcmdorf droppcil 
out of it, blit Ow whole of Sil»la along with .Tiigemdorf, 
tbero Iteing other dainis withal. And toe account am at 
butt seltiwi, with rompounti interest, — *« in fact such accounts 
are «un* to l», one way or otlier. And so we leave Johann 
Gwrja^ among the dumb (liant-MounUuiw again. 

* aia.l Jsnuiwy | 6 *I tKfllitar, p, 518 } sad rectify HUbner, 

mb. I si). 
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CHAPTER XVIII 

FRIEDUICH WILHELM, THE GREAT KUEFURST, 
ELEVENTH OF THE SERIES 

Beajtdenbueg had again sunk very low under the Tenth 
Elector, in the unutterable troubles of the times. But it was 
gloriously raised up again by his Son Friedrich Wilhelm, who 
succeeded in 1640. This is he whom they call the ‘Great 
Elector (Grosser Kurfarst) ’ ; of whom there is much writing 
and celeWting in Prussian Books. As for the epithet, it is 
not uncommon among petty German populations, and many 
times does not mean too much : thus Max of Bavaria, with 
his Jesuit Lambkins and Hyacinths, is, by Bavarians, called 
‘Maximilian the Great.’ Friedrich Wilhelm, both by his 
intrinsic qualities and the success he met with, deserves it 
better than most. His success, if we look where he started 
and where he ended, was beyond that of any other man in his 
day. He found Brandenburg annihilated, and he left Bran- 
denburg sound and flourishing ; a great country, or already 
on the way towards greatness. Undoubtedly a most rapid, 
clear-eyed, active man. There was a stroke in him swift as 
lightning, well-aimed mostly, and of a respectable weight 
withal; which shattered asimder a whole world of impedi- 
ments for him, by assiduous repetition of it for fifty years.^ 
There hardly ever came to sovereign power a young man of 
twmty imder more distressing, hopeless-looking circumstances. 
Political significance Brandenburg had none ; a mere Protes- 
^t appetidage Ragged about by a Papist Kaiser. His 
Fa^tts Prune-Minister, as we have seen, was in the interest 
his enemies; not Brandenburg’s servant, but Austria’s, 
^e very Commandants of his Fortresses, Commandant of 
bpandau more especially, refused to obey Friedrich Wilhelm, 
*1620} 1640; 1688. 
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on his accession ; ^ were bound to obey the Kaiser in the first 
place.’ He had to proceed softly as well as swiftly ; with 
the most delicate hand to get him of Spandau by the collar, 
and put him under lock-and-key, him as a warning to 
others. 

For twenty years past, Brandenburg had been scoured by 
hostile armies, which, especially the Kaiser’s part of which, 
committed outrages new in human history. In a year or two 
hence, Brandenburg became again the theatre of business ; 
Austrian Gallas advancing thither again (164<4), with intent 
^to shut-np Torstenson and his Swedes in Jutland,’ where 
they had been chastising old Christian iv., now meddlesome 
again, for the last time, and never a good neighbour to 
Sweden. Gallas could by no means do what he intended ; on 
the contrary, he had to run from Torstenson, what feet could 
do ; was hunted, he and his Merode-Briider (beautiful inventors 
of the ‘Marauding’ Art), ‘till they pretty much all died 
{crepirteny says Kohler.^ No great loss to society, the death 
of these Artists ; but we can fancy what their life, and 
especially what the process of their dying, may have cost poor 
Brandenburg again ! — 

Friedrich Wilhelm’s aim, in this as in other emergencies, 
was sun-clear to himself, but for most part dim to everybody 
else. He had to walk very warily, Sweden on one hand of 
him, suspicious Kaiser on the other ; he had to wear 
semblances, to be ready with evasive words; and advance 
noiselessly by many circuits. More delicate operation could 
not be imagined. But advance he did ; advance and arrive. 
With extraordinary talent, diligence and felicity the young 
man wound himself out of this first fatal position ; got those 
foreign Armies pushed out of his coimtry, and kept them out. 
His first concern had been to find some vestige of revenue, to 
put that upon a clear footing ; and by loans or otherwise to 
scrape a little ready-money together. On the strength of which 
a small body of soldiers could be collected about him, and drilled 
^ Rikhs-HUt§ru^ p. 55^ J Pauli, v, 24 . 
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into real ability to fight and obey. This as a basis ; on this 
followed all manner of things ; freedom from Swedish- Austrian 
invasions, as the first things 

He was himself, as appeared by and by, a fighter of the 
first quality, when it came to that ; but never was willing to 
fight if he could help it. Preferred rather to shift, manoeuvre 
and negotiate ; which he did in a most vigilant, adroit and 
masterly manner. But by degrees he had grown to have, and 
could maintain it, an Army of ^4,000 men; among the best 
troops then in being. With or without his will, he was in all 
the great Wars of his time, — ^the time of Louis xtv., who 
kindled Europe four times over, thrice in our Kurfiirst’s day. 
The Kurfiirst^s Dominions, a long straggling country, reaching 
j&om Memel to Wesel, could hardly keep out of the way of 
any war that might rise. He made himself available, never 
against the good cause of Protestantism and German Free- 
dom, yet always in the place and way where his own best 
advantage was to be had. Louis xiv. had often much need of 
him ; still oftener, and more pressingly, had Kaiser Leopold, 
the little Gentleman * in scarlet stockings, with a red feather 
in his hat,’ whom Mr. Savage used to see majestically walking 
about, with Austrian lip that said nothing at all.^ His 
84,000 excellent fighting-men, thrown in at the right time, 
were often a thing that could turn the balance in great 
questions. They required to be allowed for at a high rate, 
— ^which he well knew how to adjust himself for exacting and 
securing always. 

^ J Complmt Sistoty of Germany thy M-t. Savage (8vo* Loadqa, 1702), p. 553. 
Who this Mr. Savage was, we have no trace. Prefij^ed to the volume is the 
Portrait of a solid Gentleman of forty ; gloomily polite. With ample wig and 
cravat,— in aH likelihood some stndior^ snhaltern Diplom^tisl in the Succession 
War. His httle Book is very lean and fenren I ipppilcd,— and 

have some illuinin^ion in it, where mtter darkness is so prevalent. 
Most Hkely, Addison pia|ced Ms story of the Siege of Weinsberg Women carry- 
otit their Hushands on their back,"— one of hrs best Spectators), out of this 
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What hecame of Pommern at the Peace ; fiml Glame into 
Cleve-Julich 

Wheu the Peace of Westphalia (1648) concluded that 
Thirty- Years Conflagration, and swept the ashes of it into 
order again, Friedrich Wilhelm’s right to Pommern was 
admitted hy everybody ; and well insisted on by himself ; hut 
right had to yield to reason of state, and he could not get it. 
The Swedes insisted on their expenses; the Swedes held 
Pommern, hgwi all along held it, — ^in pawn, they said, for 
their expenses. Nothing for it but to give the Swedes the 
better half of Pommern. jPor^-Pommern (so they call it, 
‘ Swedish Pomerania ’ thenceforth), which lies next the Sea ; 
this, with some Towns and cuttings over and above, was 
Sweden’s share: Friedrich Wilhelm had to put up with 
jEfincfer-Pommern, docked furthermore of the Town of Stettin, 
and of other valuable cuttings, in favour of Sweden. Much 
to Friedrich Wilhelm’s grief and just anger, could he have 
helped it. ? 

They gave hil?l Three secularised Bishoprics, Magdeburg, 
Halberstadt, Minden, with other small remnants, for com- 
pensation ; tuid he had to be content with these for the 
present. But he never gave-up the idea of Pommern ; much 
of the ^or| of his life was spent upon recovering Fore- 
Pommem 5 thiiee-eager upon that, whenever lawful oppor- 
tunity offered. To no purpose then ; he never could recover 
Swedish Pommern; only his late descendants, and that by 
slpwish defies, could recover it all, Readers remember that 
BiirgermeisW of Stettin, with the helmet and sword flung 
into the grave and picked out again ; — and can judge whether 
Brandenburg got its good-luck quite by lying in bed ! — 

Once, and once only, he had a voluntary purpose towards 
War, and it remained a purpose only. Soon after the Peace 
of Westphalia, old Pfalz-Neuburg, the sapie who got the slap 
on the face, went into tyrannous proceedings against the 
von. r. T 
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Protestant part of his subjects in Jiilich-Cleve ; who called to 
Friedrich Wilhelm for help. Friedrich Wilhelm, a zealous 
Protestant, made remonstrances, retaliations : ere long the 
thought struck him, ^ Suppose, backed by the Dutch, we 
threw-out this fantastic old gentleman, his Papistries, and 
pretended claims and self, clear out of it ? ’ This was 
Friedrich Wilhelm’s thought; and he suddenly marched 
troops into the Territory, with that view. But Europe was 
in alarm, the Dutch grew faint : Friedrich Wilhelm saw it 
would not do. He had a conference with old Pfalz-Neuburg : 

^ Young gentleman, we remember how your Grandfather made 
free with us and our august countenance ! Nevertheless we — 
In fine, the ‘ statistic of Treaties ’ was increased by One ; and 
there the matter rested till calmer times. 

In 1666, as already said, an effective Partition of these 
litigated Territories was accomplished : Prussia to have the 
Duchy of Cleve-Proper, the Counties of Mark and Ravens- 
berg, with other Patches and Pertinents ; Neuburg, what was 
the better share, to have Julich Duchy and Berg. Duchy.^ 
Furthermore, if either of the Lines failed, in no sort was 
a collateral ^to be admitted ; but Brandenburg was to inherit 
Neuburg, or Neuburg Brandenburg, as the case might be.® 
A clear Bargain this at last; and in the times that had 
come, it proved executable so far. But if the reader fancies 
the Lawsuit was at last out in this way, he will be a 
simple reader ! In the days of our little Fritz, the Line of 
Pfalz-Neuburg was evidently ending ; but that Brandenburg 
and not a collateral should succeed it, there lay the quarrel, 
— open still, as if it had never been shut ; and we shall hear 
enough about it ! — 


The Great Kn/tjursfs Wars: what he achieved in Wa/r and Peace 

Friedrich Wilhelm’s first actual appearance in War, Polish- 
Swedish War (1665-1660), was involuntary in the highest 
^ See Map at p. 252. * Pauli, v. 120-129, 
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; ftiw***! {»*>« *'«»*' **'*' <»f his Preussen, which 

batb feir t<i Ih* or rtiiiiwl, without hkuie of liis or its. 
JSovrvUit h- in'fv t«n» ht* nmUiJ hi» Iwm'fit of tJio affair, 'fhe 
big King «>f lSw«-<h*n hiwl a slmahisg with his big (:k)usiu 

of r«»k»ii, wliirh broke out iJtU» hot War ; littlo Frousscu lay 
l«twm» «l«l “‘W Hki* to Iw crushtsl in the collision. 

Swwlwh King wnii Karl tJiwtav, ('hritUna’s (kusin, Charles 
Twelfth’* (li.uulfathi 1 ; n great «tui mighty man, lion of the 
NtJrth m his time: Polish King wm one John Casimir; 
rhisalroie. enough, »i«i with cloud* of forwanl Polish thivalry 
thoiit him, gUtSetin,; with Imrlwric gold. Pnalerick ui., 
Iknish King f>'V lh<- lime Iwing. he alao was much involved 
in the thing. l’’«in would Fritairich Wilhelm have kept out 
of it, Imt hi' emihi not. K«r! (itwtav wt gi>otl as forml him 
to join : Iw joimat ; fought idong with Kiiil (histav an 
illii,ivi..us Ikttlcj •Ikttlc of Warsaw,' three days long 
;l(Hh July UlMl% on the skirt* of IVarsaw, crowds 
*lo«»klng from the u|i{«r wimiow*' there; Polish chivalry, 
broken »t last, p»ing like rliafT ujmn the winds, and John 

Ptolmir nrwjrly niinwl. . . . , 

Shortly after which, Friedrich Wilhelm, who luid shone 
much In Uw Ikltle, idmngeti «ide*. An inconsiKtent. treach- 
trottt man? Perb*}** not, O rmier; js-rhaps a man ailvancing 
* in circuit*,* the only way he ha* i spirally, face now to east, 
now to west, with hk own waaonahlc |»rivatc aim .sim-dcar to 

him idl the white f , 

Jdin C’miimir agw*t to gUe up tbt ‘Homage <>t 1 reunfen 
for Hite ■crvkw ; a gmial jui'c fo*' FWoiridi Wilhelm.' What 
th® Tcutarh Kittor* ttw# for in vaioi «ad h»sl their existence 
in atriring for, tim diifty Kurfomt ha* i«»w got; Ducal 
Pne^.ia. which te also mlM Ikwt PfUiaia, is now a fri* 
sovereignly, mwl will •* * Koyid’' «* the other 1 oUsli 

part Ot ptriiajw »»rc *o, in tl» course of time !™~ 

Karl Cliwtaw, in * high frame of mind, iafonn-s tiie Kurfurst, 

* Tinwiy ef taW**, m*h tPnntt *» 71'7S) • Novembet 

(StttMd, k. i^-wlw *»w*sa «*» 
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that he has him on his books, and will pay the debt one 
day! 

A dangerous debtor in such matters, this Karl Gustav. 
In these same months, busy with the Danish part of the Con^ 
troversy, he was doing a feat of war, which set all Europe 
in astonishment In January 1658, Karl Gustav marches 
his Army, horse, foot and artillery, to the extent of twenty*^ 
thousand, across the Baltic ice, and takes an Island without 
shipping, — Island of Eunen, across the Little Belt; three 
miles of ice; and a part of the sea open^ which has to be 
crossed on planks. Nay, forward from Fiinen, when once 
ther^ he achieves ten whole miles more of ice; and takes 
Zealand itself,^ — ^to the wonder of all mankind. An imperious, 
stem-browed, swift-striking man ; who had dreamed of a new 
Goth Empire : The mean Hypocrites and Eribbles of the South 
to be coerced again by noble Norse valour, and taught a new 
lesson. Has been known to lay his hand on his sword while 
apprising an Ambassador (Dutch High-Mightiness) what his 
royal intentions were : ‘ Not the sale or purchase of groceries, 
observe you. Sir ! My aims go higher ! ’—Charles Twelfth’s 
Grandfather, and somewhat the same type of man. 

But Karl Gustav died, short while after ; ^ left his big 
wide^raging Northern Controversy to collapse in what way 
it could. Sweden and the fighting-parties made their ^ Peace 
of Ohva’ (Abbey of OKva, near Daut% M May 1660); 
and this of Preussen was ratified, in all form, among the 
points. No homage more ; n^othing now above Ducal 
Pfpssia but the Heavens ; and great timos coming for it. 
Tins Was one of the successfulest strohes of business ever done 
by Jfeednch Wilhelm ; who had been forced, by sheer com- 
pi*imi, to embark in that big game.— Eoyal Prussia,’ the 
Western or Polish Prussia : this too, as all Newspapers know, 
pur times, gone the same road as the other. Which 
after all, it may have had, in Nature, some temdency 

^ * Holberg’s Danemarkische jReicAs-JEtisiaru, pp, 40|S*40Q. 

• 13th February 1660, age 3$, 
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U* «it* ? <*tit iiwiiy, ftir !»_v lh«‘ J'iiHmU in that 

of 'r»i!>n« »iH'rg, long utiifo ; nut! thmu ako for reasons, 
mti Inw'k again t 'flmt is Iho fnot ; • not unt'xaiuplod in 
hwtnan Hi»itor)'. 

(>!t{ .lohnnn C'atiniir, ntti ton;; nflor lliat IVafo of Oliva, 
getting iiriil of his tmrnly Iktlmh chivalry anti their wajm, 
alniimtwl n^timl to Faris; «i«! 'livcxl mwh with Ninon 
de rF.ni’Uw anti her « ircif,' for Ihr n^st of his life. He used 
to complain of his Polish chiviilry, tlinl tliere w« no solidity 
in litwn; nothing hot toiUklc glitter, with tumult and anarchic 
noii» j fatal want t»f mw csaential talent, the talent of Obeying ; 
ami hail lawn heard to jirojihcsy that a gloritnm Hejmhlic, por^ 
in such courses, would arrive at results which would 
sui|niriia! it. 

Oiiwawl fnnn this time, Friedrich Wilhelm figures in tih« 
world 1 public men watching his prea'ctUm; ; Kings anxious to 
nectiws hint,-- .Ihitrh printsellers .stleldng up his Portraits for 
a hei',» wm . hipping Ihihlic. Fighting hero, hat! the Public 
known it, was nt»t his eiiiientinl cliarswter, thov^h he had to 
fight a grmt deal, He was wsamlially an Industrial man; 
great In JU’f.oiii.itig, u iodiitiug, in eon.t raining diiaotic beapa 
to beooiiM! «»«ik for him. He drains bogs, settles mlonfes 
in the pho .'H of his Iksninioiw, cuts ranals; uiiweariedly 
eueouiage . trwfe amt work, ''llie Frimlrk-h- WUfu/m's Ca^ 
wWA still carries tonnagw fWm tlie fMw to the .*spr«s-,* u a 
tnenuweni of hl» mw.! In this way ; credilable, with the means 
hn had. To lJ»« poor French IVolestanls, ia the Kdict-of- 
Nantw Affidr, h« was like an expreaa Benefit of Heawa ; one 
Ifelpw appoinfe.I, to whom the help Itself was pwfifohle. He 
immificentiy welcomet! them to Brandenhurg ; showed really 
a mable piety and liummi pity, as well as judgmsnt ; nor did 
Brandwbiirg and he want Uieir reward. Some 20,000 
nimble VtmA i»als, widwitly the best Fteneh quality, 

» Ksscated, iSfie 4»» fiton Ivnglish miki l«>g IBtncWog, 
tLsif^k 
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foimd a home there ; — ^made ^ waste sands about Berlin into 
potherb gardens ’ ; and in the spiritual Brandenburg, too, did 
something of horticulture, which is still noticeable.^ 

Certainly this Elector was one of the shiftiest of men. 
Not an unjust man either, A pious, god-fearing man rather, 
staunch to his Protestantism and his Bible ; not unjust by 
any means, — nor, on the other hand, by any means thick- 
skinned in his interpretings of justice : Fairplay to myself 
always ; or occasionally even the Height of Fairplay 1 On 
the whole, by constant energy, vigilance, adroit activity, by 
an ever-ready insight and audacity to seize the passing fact 
by its right handle, he fought his way well in the world ; left 
Brandenburg a flourishing and greatly-increased Country, and 
his own name famous enough. 

A thickset stalwart figure ; with brisk eyes, and high 
strong irregularly-Roman nose. Good bronze Statue of him, 
by Schlutmr, once a famed man, still rides on the Lcmge^ 
Brucke (Long-Bridge) at Berlin; and his Portrait, in huge 
frizzled Louis-Quatorze wig, is frequently met with in German 
Galleries, Collectors of Dutch Prints, too, know him : here 
a gallant, eagle-featured little gentleman, brisk in the smiles 
of youth, with plumes, with truncheon, caprioling on his war- 
charger, view of tents in the distance; — there a sedate, 
ponderous, wrinkly old man, eyes slightly puckered (eyes 
hmer than mouth) ; a face well-ploughed by Time, and not 
found unfruitful; one of the largest, most laborious, potent 
feces (in an ocean of circumambient periwig) to be met with 
in that Century.^ There are many Histories about him, too ; 
but they are not comfortable to read.^ He also has wanted 
a sacared Poet ; and found only a bewildering Dryasdust. 


Emmn (weak Biographer of Queen Sophie-Charlotte, already ciitd), Mimoires 
gimr mvir a r EMoirs des R^gUs Frattfais dans Us Etats du Roi de Prussa 
pterlo, 1782^94), 8 tt 8vo, 


* Bito are Dutch ; the Younger, my copy of the Younger, has lost the 
Name (Kurftet’s age is twenty-seven) ; the Elder is by Masson. i68? , 
when Enednch WUhelm was sixty-three. 

^ Gi. D. (j^ler» Idnn und Thaien Friedrich Wilhelm des Grossen (Frankfort 
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Ilb I'wii j*rmnl F» that in tlu* TniKsiun uuMiu)ry 

iirr willi* «f hr-* hut of a kind to strike 

till! hoth. rt'l'iio to what was the n'lilral 

|iriitilriil uf hi'"* Iif«\ th*‘ rrtsorry of ronunertii from Uu‘ 
Hwrites* is the fajmsl 'Hattie of lu'hrht'Uifi 

(Frrrvof Ili*l!rr«y fimrdit oti the IHth Jum* U175. Ftdirlxdlin 
ii m% iiitaiiiftidrrtihlr ^rown still stimdint^^iu those jyeaty ivgions, 
iOlllt? livrjifnl lliirly milrs north west t»f Herlin ; and had for 
age* it.?i jiwir Friry ow-r the thly looking, hrown, sluggish, 

rallrti lilttiii or Hlonn in tlu>se partfs witliout; tlu‘ 
liiwl liiilirr front tuaulind, ttl! tins fell otit. It is a ]>lart‘ 
«lf j'dgiinuige to |♦atuo!ie Pitrsiau's ever since Frialrich 
\\'d»he!»'oV tiXjiloil ddie matter wetd. thus: 

IViwiririi \\ dhi Ifu was li'diting, fir sotith of Alsace^ on 
l4^i|Mdirii nitle, in the I ^ HI is Fourteenth VVur ; tliai 
tine* wtiirli riuh-d in the tmdy of Nimwegen. Doing 
tiw there, \^\ivn the Swetles, egge(i-<m hv Ixmis xiv., 

iftmit? war iijHiti liiw ; cro'/a-d the Fomeraniau marclus, troop 
aifter twifri wnl iina«ied Im Hratjdenburg 'IVrrit.ory with a 
forw wlikii lit Iriigth. atmamletl to Mune lOdHU) men. No 
lirl|i fur til® titoiiieiil ’ l'’rieilii('h Wilhelm eotiUl Jiol be spac'd 
frtitii illi l^t* Swedes, wht* Jowl at (Irst, pndt^ssed wtd!, 

ipmilinlly wwit itlln pdimder, roving, baming, at their own 
will ; mill II itirlalirhfdv time they matle ol it ftu* Friedrich 
Wjlhehrt milt lib l*ro|de. |,ui-},\ if ttauporary barm wen.^ all 
ttiP ill tliey wrw lik'Iv tnd«»; lucky if ■•! He shawl steady, 
tiiiW'©trr i ill lil« wild nmnticr, iini'ddng the thing in band 
flWt^ tll«t W»:> frurohie. He then even retired into 

wifilWHi|tiarl»r^ to re-d hi-i men ; and seeiuixl to have left tin* 
iwttiiili milocrat/:, of t.be ..itnaiion; wim accordingly 

wmi iterfulflg alwilt n\ a great rate. 

Hol »| llliwtff I v.ei\ far indeed from mu Having rested 

ml Wp%| IWl Wte. th w. /-^O WUhtimt da 

Umimm lltolH iSi#!, rm\u iUnkuhu, lUnd sk [lUlk. tyH). 

|Op« #1 '-*1 t*d. )r 
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his men for certain months, Friedrich Wilhelm silently in the 
first days of June (1675) gets them under march again; 
marches, his Cavalry and he as first instalment, with best 
speed from Schweinfurt,* which is on the river Mayn, to 
Mngdohiirg ; a distance of two-hundred miles. At Magde- 
burg, where he rests tliree days, waiting for the first handful 
of foot and a field-piece or two, he learns that the Swedes 
are in three parties wide asunder ; the niichlle party of them 
within forty miles of him. Probably stronger, even this 
middle one, than his small body (of ‘Six-thousand Horse, 
Twelve-hundred Foot and three guns’) ; — stronger, but cap- 
able perhaps of being surprised, of being cut in piecM, before 
the others can come up ? Rathenau is the nearest skirt of 
this middle party : thithar goes the Kurfiirst, softly, rwiftly, 
in the June night (16th-17th June 1076); gets into 
Rathenau, by brisk stratagem ; tumbles-out the Swedish 
Horse-rtigiment there, drives it back towanls FehrBelHn. 

He himself follows hard ; — swift riding enough, in tire 
simimcr-night, throu]^ those damp Havel lands, in the old 
Hohenzollcm fashion : and indeed old Fteisack Castle, as it 
chances, — Freisack, scene of Dietrich von Quiteow mA Led^ 
Peg long since, — is close by I Follows hard, we say ; aUbw-hr 
upon this midmost party (nearly twioe hb number, but R»* 
fantry for tike most jmrt) ; and after fiesrw fig^t, done witik 
good talent on both sides, cuts it into utter min, as propped. 
Thereby he has left the Swedish Army as a m«re head amJ 
tail without body ; has entirely demolish^ the Sw^ish AlWiy.* 
Same feat intrinsically as that done by Cromwell, on liamBfem 
and the Scots, in 1648. It mas, so to Sj^ak, Ae hit Viit 
Sweden paid to Brandenburg, or the last of aay conscKjuenc* ; 
and ended the domination of tibe Swedes in those tjuartes, 
A thing justly to be forevar remeimbered by BwuMfttebUffigj 
— on a smallish modem scal^ the Bannockburn, Stmpa^ 
l^teathon, of Brandenburg.* 

> Steftisa, a. ■ • A II. 3 SO- 3 S 5 f. 

* See Rwli,'v. i 6 r.i« 9 i Steatel, H. 335 , S40*347» 3S4l Kswtsr , .jr&f da 
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Exploit Second was four years later ; in some sort a corol- 
lary to tliis ; and a winding-up of the Swedish business. The 
Swedes, in farther prosecution of their Louis-Fourteenth 
speculation, had invaded Preussen this time, and were doing 
sad havoc there. It was in the dead of winter, Christmas 

1678, more than four-hundred miles oif; and the Swedes, to 
say nothing of their other havoc, were in a case to take 
Kdnigsberg, and ruin Prussia altogether, if not prevented. 
Friedrich Wilhelm starts from Berlin, with the opening Year, 
on his long march ; the Horse-troops first, Foot to follow at 
their swiftest ; he himself (his Wife, his ever-true ^ Louisa,’ 
accompanying, as her wont was) travels, towards the end, at 
the rate of ^ sixty miles a day.’ He gets in still in time, finds 
Konigsberg unscathed. Nay it is even said, the Swedes are 
extensively falling sick ; having, after a long famine, found 
infinite ^ pigs, near Insterburg,’ in those remote regions,- and 
indulged in the fresh pork over-much. 

I will not describe the subsequent manoeuvres, which would 
interest nobody : enough if I say that on the I6th of January 

1679, it had become of the highest moment for Friedrich 
Wilhelm to get from Carwe (village near Elbing) on the shore 
of the Frische Mqfy where he was, through Konigsberg, to 
Gilge on the Curische Hqf^ where the Swedes are, — in a 
minimum of time. Distance, as the crow flies, is about a 
hundred miles ; road, which skirts the two Hqfs^ (wide shal- 
low Washes^ as we should name them), is of rough quality, 
and naturally circuitous. It is ringing frost today, and for 
days back : — ^Friedrich Wilhelm hastily gathers all the sledges, 
all the horses of the district ; mounts some Four-thousand 
men in sledges; starts, with the speed of light, in that 
fashion. Scours along all day, and after the intervening bit 
of land, again along; awakening the ice-bound silences. 

^lus m^morahUs Batailks, CamMs et Si^gesy or Atlas der merkwtirdigstm 
Schlachteuy Treffm und Belagerungen (German and French, Carlsruhe and 
Freiburg, 1831), p. 4 I 7 > 62. 

^ FauU, V. 215-222} ii. 39®“397* 
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Gloomy Frische Haf, wrapt in its Winter cloud-coverlids, 
with its wastes of tumbled sand, its poor frost-bound fishing- 
hamlets, pine-hillocks, — desolate-looking, stern as Greenland 
or more so, says Biisching, who travelled there in winter- 
time,^ — Shears unexpected human noises, and huge grinding 
and trampling ; the Four-thousand, in long fleet of sledges, 
scouring across it, in that manner. All day they rush along, 
— out of the rimy hazes of morning into the olive-coloured 
clouds of evening again, — ^with huge loud-grinding rumble ; — 
and do arrive in time at Gilge. A notable streak of things, 
shooting across those frozen solitudes, in the New- Year 1679 ; 
— ^little short of Karl Gustav’s feat, which we heard of, in the 
other or Danish end of the Baltic, twenty years ago, when he 
took Islands without ships. 

This Second Exploit, — suggested or not by that prior one 
of Karl Gustav on the ice, — ^is still a thing to be remembered 
by Hohenzollems and Prussians. The Swedes were beaten 
here, on Friedrich Wilhelm’s rapid arrival ; were driven into 
disastrous rapid retreat Northward ; which they executed in 
hunger and cold; fighting continually, like Northern bears, 
under the grim sky; Friedrich Wilhelm sticking to their 
skirts, — ^holding by their tail, like an angry bearward with 
steel whip in his hand. A thing which, on the small scale, 
reminds one of Napoleon’s experiences. Not till Napoleon’s 
huge fighting-flight, a Hundred-and-thirty-four years after, 
did I read of such a transaction in those parts. The Swedish 
invasion of Preussen has gone utterly to ruin* 

And this, then, is the end of Sweden, and its bad neigh- 
bourhood on these shores, where it has tyrannously sat on our 
skirts so long ? Swedish Pommem the Elector already had ; 
last year, coming towards it ever since the Exploit of Fehr- 
bellin, he had invaded Swedish Pommem ; had besieged and 
taken Stettin, nay Stralsund too, where Wallenstein had 
fafiied ; — cleared Pommem altogether of its Swedish guests. 
Who had tried next in Preussen, with what luck we see. Of 
^ Biisching’s (Halle, 1789), vj. 160^ 
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Kw«li»l» Pohhutoj tlic I'<!i*ctor might now stiy ; ‘ Sxirely it is 
n»ii« ; »g»in ininr, «« it kwiig was ; wx-ll won a second time, 
ainw the iiwi wonld not ilo!’ But not~-I,ouis xiv. proved 
a gent lemnii to hi» Kwt*dt*«. l^ouis, now that the Beace of 
Nituwcgen had come, and only the Elector of Brandenburg 
wan still in harntw, wiidf atcadily, though anxious enough to 
keep well with lh«* Elwtor : * ''I'hcy are my allies, these 
Swctlw ; it w» on my hiihUng they invaded you : can I leave 
them in such » |>hsh ? It must not l>c ! ’ So Poinmem had 
to Iw given Isack. A miss which was infinitely grievous to 
Erie<lrich Wilhrlm. ITie jnost victorious Elector cannot hit 
alwap, wows his right never so gmxl. 

Another miss which he hml to put up with, in spite of his 
righta, ami his goml serviowi, was Uiat of the Silesian Duchies. 
'l*he ileritage-Fraleniity with Liegnitz had at length, in 
16?5, mm*) to fnnt. 'hn* last Duke of liegnite was dead ; 
Duchiw of liegnitz, of Brieg, Woldau, are Brandenlnirg’s 
if there were right done ! But Kaiser l^jwld in the scarlet 
xtockliig-. will not hear of Hcrittige-I'>atemity. ‘Nonsense!’ 
amiw«rs Kaiser l«|»old; * A thing suppw'sswl at once, ages 
ago j by Imp4-riid |iower : flat »m> of a thing at this time; — 
ami you, I again bid you, return me your Papers upon it !’ 
TO* hitter act of duty Friedrich Wilhelm would not do ; but 
itmriniirel ijrdfting * * Jttgeradorf, at least, 0 Kaiser of the 

world; saki he ; • .b.K.-rmhuf, there is no colour for your keep- 
ing that V To which Die Kaiser again answers, ‘ Nonsense !’ — 
axn! wwi fall* upon aatonishing icheme* about it, as we sball 
•M {--but give-* nothing. Ducal l*reu*i»en is sovereign, Cleve 
hi at Fttice, Iliidi-r Pornmem ou»;— this Elector has con- 
«|U«ri*l mudb : but the Silesian Heritages and Vor-Pommem, 
and lom* otb«r thinp, 1» will have to do without, ^uis xiv,, 
it i* Ihmight, onrei offurtd to get him made King ; but that 
he declined for the present. 

His marriid and domesUe Ufe is very fine and human; 
•spodally with that ()mnM-n-Nas.sau Princess, who was his first 

» rsaU, V. pi. * *‘S* 
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Wife 1 fil'M r* 1 f ; Aijfil 

ti> mtr wit Diltrfj }im:. : W i'. vnn Hi., in tiiiir r'aiiiing, 

All «n‘llrnl win* «hniH rminr tlir ilriiiip* 

whirli iiHfii'ul! fi» %*'!!!** ^ 

wiw rii fiir §!'»■ Piiih !. v nf Nnifetwlrt 

ill Swit/rrlisi«l, wfiirtt i** r\er M Ir'^iiiiriiliiirif^ 

{(hiiti/lf II Itnyn! *i;i|i'if* 

iiiilm tioilh^-jirif** fnnn U*“th.ih i |i|«il*fr : 

4l*:* hlill Irilllllirtl it Vlj» into ll llfflr llir Il||tr!i lip% ' - 

|i«itlirrh gni'ilrti?', tmiiniift M'linnK f«*r iifwl Ilir iikt* ; 

II fiivniirif*’ iilini'liMif hrr^» ^lini nlw iil littiHlj f<ir frrfi*fi- 
liiill, lint li»i' lifr* w#44 Imyi' I4ll*t r-ei|'iir«| : %hr Iir!|»ifii4tr, 

iii»t ill iiitiiin Wily* tn Ml wi*r ■■Ini’ll nwii. I'liry wumwl 

yiiiiHg ; II man ' •/»* itf Iciw trillwl, 'Vfiiittg Friwirirti IViJttrl»iV 
r<HirtN.lu|», w«ldtiig ill lliilbwl j Itir Inin'llnl wmlk Mitl 

rtiii'tiiimtitill I'lf tlw twii ftirir 

itigatlwf, llirir iiiiiliiii.l tirij«M» fmm mill iiiiitilfislfl ; 

till Ikmlti* ^itti 4rni I■lt♦i4ttty» ulnit it in 'nll liiimatii Init 
iiiifl wlinlwnnif in it ; In ItMili iipiis, mml mm Miiiiiig 

Nni hilt, llinl hr tinfi hi* Intiihlt^^ wllii ||j« 

E¥f»il Willi iii» first. IVifr* wlicitii tir Iniwl Iftllt* liliil irh© 
Irtiiy hivitl him, Ihm* wrrr wtir» ; llir Ij^lt linniig » Jiwlf'* 
iiiimt Ilf hrr riwti nfeiiit lliil Miii t,hf fnan 

l»itig rliiflr.rir wilhuh I lii«t ti«iril« W'imIiI ilaili 

liii Imt ftt lll♦r inyitig niffit'f-utlr.itf., ^ I'tiiii 

Mmiiitii i Nrii lliif iCt.irfliril*|lat ; m It tny w«r, it 

^ Ytl hrr wm i himI likitl tii^ 

it mt Itif ivrfehtl^ ■ I things, t.htnigh lit<t iif iiiigit 

imtt new wwi tfii*ii. 11# Iimh l»r«n Iftnuni* **ti nrrfi,4nii, t# roa 
firoiri W« .Frity'C'Vtiimil t« li«r wWI# m 

fiittltr ww iliflMtiiig* til ail li#r e»|>liii'Wi, li,r;ri !;«% it wm 
eWeim.!* Kip'lfent l4itiwi ; IViniww iill mf tmiitlfill 
pwl*Wfi»«icl wiprt,i0ii ; a Iwirli iif ifi# 4 1 wiir in li#r» 

At tl« i»«ii«iit Itf liw* it in mhl* w|i« 

* Fi'ln4i7i, /fiCfiHI l^iMm A ^ it ml L im. 
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he felt, from her hand which lay in his, three slight, slight 
pressures : ^ Farewell ! ’ thrice mutely spoken in that manner, 
— ^not easy to forget in this world.^ 

His second Wife, Dorothea, — ^who planted the Lindens in 
Berlin, and did other husbandries, of whom we have heard, 
fell far short of Louisa in many things ; but not in tendency 
to advise, to remonstrate, and plaintively reflect on the finished 
and unalterable. Dreadfully thrifty lady moreover ; did much 
in dairy produce, farming of town-rates, provision-taxes : not 
to speak again of that Tavern she was thought to have in 
Berlin, and to draw custom to in an oblique manner ! What 
scenes she had with Friedrich her stepson, we have seen. 
^ Ah, I have not my Louisa now ; to whom now shall I run 
for advice or help ! ’ would the poor Kurfurst at times exclaim. 

He had some trouble, considerable trouble now and then, 
with mutinous spirits in Preussen ; men standing on antique 
Prussian franchises and parchments ; refusing to see that the 
same were now antiquated, incompatible, not to say impossible, 
as the new Sovereign alleged; and carrying themselves very 
stiffly at times. But the Hohenzollerns had been used to such 
things ; a Hohenzollem like this one would evidently take his 
measures, soft but strong, and ever stronger to the needful 
pitch, with mutinous spirits. One Biirgermeister of Konigs- 
berg, after much stroking on the back, was at length seized in 
open Hall, by Electoral writ,— nsoldiers having first gently 
barricaded the principal streets, and brought cannon to bear 
upon them* This Burgermeister, seized in such brief way, lay 
prisoner for life ; refusing to ask his liberty, though it was 
thought he might have bad it on asking.^ 

Another gentleman, a Baron von Kalkstein, of old Teutsch- 
Ritter kin, of very high ways, in the Provincial Estates (Stande) 
and elsewhere^ got into lofty almost solitary opposition, and 
at leuftti into mutiny proper, against the new ^Non-Polish 
flatly refused to do homage at his accession in 

^ JCurfilrstin luise (Leipzig, 1838), p. 1 ^ 75 * 

* HofUt JM Friedrich mihetrns des Grossen (Berim, imh P* 08. 
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taut feeling, and a sincerely religious man. Friedrich, Crown- 
Prince, age then thirty-one, and already married a second time, 
was of course left Chief Heir; — ^who, as we see, has not 
declined the Kingship, when a chance for it offered. There 
were four Half brothers of Friedrich, too, who got apanages, 
appointments. They had at one time confidently looked for 
much more, their Mother being busy ; but were obliged to be 
content, and conform to the Gera Bond and fundamental Laws 
of the Country. They are entitled Margraves ; — ^two of whom 
left children, Margraves of Brandenburg-Schwedt, Heermeisters 
(Head of the Malta-Knighthood) at Sonnenburg, Statthalters 
in Magdeburg, or I know not what; whose names tum-up 
confusedly in the Prussian Books ; and, except as temporary 
genealogical puzzles, are not of much moment to the Foreign 
reader. Happily there is nothing else in the way of Princes 
of the Blood, in our little Friedrich’s time ; and happily what 
concern he had with these, or how he was related to them, will 
not be abstruse to us, if occasion rise. 


CHAPTER XIX 

KING FRIEDEICH I. AGAIN 

We said the Great Elector never could work his Silesian 
Duchies out of Kaiser Leopold’s grip : to all his urgencies the 
little Kaiser in red stockings answered only in evasions, refusals ; 
and would quit nothing. We noticed also what quarrels the 
young Electoral Prince, Friedrich, afterwards King, had got 
into with his Stepmother; suddenly feeling poisoned after 
dinner, running to his Aunt at Cassel, coming back on treaty, 
and the like. These are two facts which the reader knows : 
and out of these two grew a third, which it is fit he should 
know. 

In his last yeai’S, the Great Elector, worn-out with labour, 
and harassed with such domestic troubles over and above, had 
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evidently fallen much under his Wife’s management ; cutting- 
out large apanages (clear against the Gera Bond) for her 
children; — ^longing probably for quiet in his family at any price. 
As to the poor young Prince, negotiated back from Cassel, 
he lived remote, and had fallen into open disfavour, — with a 
very ill effect upon his funds, for one thing. His father kept 
him somewhat tight on the money-side, it is alleged ; and he 
had rather a turn for spending money handsomely. He was 
also in some alarm about the proposed apanages to his Half- 
Brothers, the Margraves above mentioned, of which there were 
rumours going. 

How Ausirla settled the Silesicm Claims 

Now in these circumstances the Austrian Court, who at 
this time (1685) greatly needed the Elector’s help against 
Turks and others, and found him very urgent about these 
Silesian Duchies of his, fell upon what I must call a very 
extraordinary shift for getting rid of the Silesian question. 
^ Serene Highness,’ said they, by their Ambassador at Berlin, 
‘ to end these troublesome talks, and to liquidate all claims, 
admissible and inadmissible, about Silesia, the Imperial 
Majesty will give you an actual bit of Territory, valuable, 
though not so large as you expected ! ’ The Elector listens 
with both ears : What Territory, then ? The ^ Circle of 
Schwiebus,’ hanging on the north-western edge of Sdesia, con- 
tiguous to the Elector’s own Dominions in these Frankfurt- 
on-Oder regions : this the generous Imperial Majesty proposes 
to give in fee-simple to Friedrich Wilhelm, and so to end 
the matter. Truly a most small patch of Territory in cornr 
parison; not bigger than an English Rutlandshire, to say 
nothing of soil and climate ! But then again it was an 
actual patch of territory ; not a mere parchment shadow of 
one : this last was a tempting point to the old harassed 
Elector, Such friendly offer they made him, I think, in 
X686, at the time they were getting 8,000 of his troops tq 
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march against the Turks for them ; a very needful service at 
the moment. ‘ By the bye, do not march through Silesia, 
you! — Or march faster!’ said the cautious Austrians on 
this occasion : ‘ Other roads will answer better than Silesia ! ’ 
said they.^ Baron Freytag, their Ambassador at Berlin 
had negotiated the aifair so far: ^Circle of Schwiebus,’ 
said Freytag, ^and let us have done with these thorny 
talks!’ 

But Baron Freytag had been busy, in the mean while, with 
the young Prince ; secretly offering sympathy, counsel, help ; 
of all which the poor Prince stood in need enough. ^ We 
will help you in that dangerous matter of the Apanages,’ 
said Freytag ; ‘ Help you in all things,’ — (I suppose he would 
say), — ‘ necessary pocket-money is not a thing your Highness 
need want ! ’ And thus Baron Freytag, what is very curious, 
had managed to bargain beforehand with the young Prince, 
That directly on coming to power, he would give-up Schwiebus 
again, should the offer of Schwiebus be accepted by Papa. To 
which effect Baron Freytag held a signed Bond, duly executed 
by the young man, before Papa had concluded at all. Which 
is very curious indeed ! — 

Poor old Papa, worn-out with troubles, accepted Schwiebus 
in liquidation of all claims (8th April 1686), and a few days 
after set his men on mardi against the Turks : — and, exactly 
two months beforehand, on the 8th of February last, the 
Prince had signed Ms secret engagement. That Schwiebus 
should be a mere phantasm to Papa ; that he, the Prince, 
would restore it on his accession. Both these singular Parch- 
ments, signed, sealed and done in tibe due legal form, lay 
simultaeously in Freytag’s hand ; and probably enough they 
e^dst yet, in some dusty comer, among the solemn sheepskins 
of the world. This is literally the plan hit upon by an 
Mperial Court, to assist a young Prince in his pecuniary 
and other difficulties, arid get rid of Silesian claims. Plan 
actually not unhide t|at of swindling money-lenders to a young 

1 Pauli, V. 327 f 332* 
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gentleman in difficulties, and of manageable turn, who has 
got into their hands. 

The Great Elector died two years after ; Schwiebus then 
in his hand. The new Elector, once instructed as to the 
nature of the affair, refused to give-up Schwiebus ; ^ declared 
the transaction a swindle : — and in fact, for seven years more, 
retained possession of Schwiebus. But the Austrian Court 
insisted, with emphasis, at length with threats (no insuperable 
pressure from Louis, or the Turks, at this time) ; the poor 
cheated Elector had, at last, to give-up Schwiebus, in terms 
of his promise.^ He took act that it had been a surrep- 
titious transaction, palmed upon him while ignorant, and 
while without the least authority or power to make such a 
promise ; that he was not bound by it, nor would be, except 
on compulsion thus far : and as to binding Brandenburg by 
it, how could he, at that period of his history, bind Branden- 
burg ? Brandenburg was not then his to bind, any more 
than China was. 

His Baths had advised Friedrich against giving-up Schwie- 
bus in that manner. But his answer is on record : ^ I must, 
I will and shall keep my own word. But my rights on 
Silesia, which I could not, and do not in these unjust cir- 
cumstances, compromise, I leave intact for my posterity to 
prosecute. If God and the course of events order it no 
otherwise than now, we must be couteuL But if God shall 
one day send the opportunity, those that Come after me will 
know what they have to do in such case/® And so Schwiebus 
was given up, the Austrians paying back what Brandenburg 
had laid out in improving it, ^ gulden (26,000?.) ’ ; 

— and the Hand of Power had in this way, finally as it 
hoped, settled an old troublesome account of Brandenburg’s. 
Settled the Silesian-Duchies Claim, by th^ temporary Phan- 
tasm of a Gift of Schwiebus. That is literally the Liegnitz- 
Jagemdorf case ; and the reader is to note it stud remember 

* I9tli September 1^89 (PauE, vii. 74). * 3rst December 1 694. 

® PaRb, vii. 15 a 
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it. For it will turn-up again in History The Hand of 
Power is very strong : but a stronger may perhaps get hold 
of its knuckles one day, at an advantageous time, and do a 
feat upon it. 

The ^eventual succession to East-Friesland,’ which had 
been promised by the Reich, some ten years ago, to the Great 
Elector, ^ for what he had done against the Turks, and what 
he had suffered from those Swedish Invasions, in the Com- 
mon Cause ’ : this shadow of Succession, the Kaiser now 
said, should not be haggled with any more ; but be actually 
realised, and the Imperial sanction to it now given, — effect to 
follow if the Friesland Line died out. Let this be some con- 
solation for the loss of Schwiebus and your Silesian Duchies. 
Here in Friesland is the ghost of a coming possession ; there 
in Schwiebus was the ghost of a going one : phantasms you 
shall not want for ; but the Hand of Power parts not with 
its realities, however come by. 


His real Charaeter 

Poor Friedrich led a conspicuous life as Elector and King ; 
but no public feat he did now concerns us like this private 
one of Schwiebus. Historically important, this, and requiring 
to be remembered, while so much else demands mere oblivion 
from us. He was a spirited man ; did soldierings, fine Siege 
of Bonn (July — October 1689), sieges and campaignings, in 
person, — ^valiant in action, royal especially in patience there, 
— during that Third War of Loms-Fourteenth’s, the Treaty- 
of-Eyswick one. All through the Fourth, or Spanish Suc- 
cession-War, his Prussian Ten-Thousand, led by fit generals, 
showed eminently what stuff they were made of. Witness 
Leopold of Anhalt-Dessau (still a ymnff Dessauer) on the 
field of Blenheim ; — Leopold had the right wing there, and 
saved Prince Eugene who was otherwise blown to pieces, 
while Marlbor»ough stormed and conquered oh the left. Wit- 
ness the feiathe Dessauer on the field of Hochstadt the year 
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before;^ how he managed the retreat there. Or see him 
at the Bridge of Cassano (1705); in the Lines of Turin 
(1706);^ wherever hot service was on hand. At Malplaquet, 
in those murderous inexpugnable French Lines, bloodiest of 
obstinate Fights (upwards of Thirty-thousand left on the 
ground), the Prussians brag that it was they who picked their 
way through a certain peat-bog, reckoned impassable ; and 
got fairly in upon the French wung, — ^to the huge comfort of 
Marlborough, and little Eugene his brisk comrade on that 
occasion. Marlborough knew well the worth of these Prussian 
troops, and also how to stroke his Majesty into continuing 
them in the field. 

He was an expensive King, surrounded by cabals, by War- 
tenbergs male and female, by whirlpools of intrigues, which, 
now that the game is over, become very forgettable. But one 
finds he was a strictly honourable man ; with a certain height 
and generosity of mind, capable of other nobleness than the 
upholstery kind. He had what we may call a hard life of it ; 
did and suffered a good deal in his day and generation, not 
at all in a dishonest or unmanful manner. In fact, he is quite 
recognisably a Hohenzollem, — with his back half broken. 
Readers recollect that sad accident : how the Nurse, in one 
of those headlong journeys which his Father and Mother were 
always making, let the poor child fall or jerk backward ; and 
spoiled him much, and indeed was thought to have killed 
him, by that piece of inattention. He was not yet Heredi- 
tary Prince, he was only second son : but the elder died ; and 
he became Elector, King ; and had to go with his spine dis- 
torted, — distortion not glaringly conspicuous, though un- 
deniable ; — and to act the Hohenzollem so. Nay, who knows 
but it was this very jerk, and the half-min of his nervous 
system, — ^this doubled wish to be beautiful, and this crooked- 
back capable of being hid or decorated into straightness,— 

^ Vamhagen von Ense, Biographisckt Denkmale (Berlin, 1845), ii. 155. 

* Dts wcltberuhmten Fursfens Ltopoldi von Ankalt-Dessau Lthen und TkaUn 
(Leipzig, 1742, Bnonymons, by one Michael Ranfft)^ pp. 53, 61. 
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that first set the poor man on thinking of expensive oma- 
mentalities, and Kingships in particular ? History will forgive 
the Nurse in that case. 

Perhaps History has dwelt too much on the blind side of 
this expensive King. Toland, on entering his country, was 
struck rather with the signs of good administration every- 
where. No sooner have you crossed the Prussian Border, out 
of Westphalia, says Toland, than smooth highways, well-tilled 
fields, and a general air of industry and regularity, are 
evident : solid milestones, brass-bound, and with brass inscrip- 
tion, tell the traveller where he is ; who finds due guidance 
of fingerposts, too, and the blessing of habitable inns. The 
people seem all to be busy, diligently occupied; villages 
reasonably swept and whitewashed; — ^never was a better set 
of Parish Churches ; whether new-built or old, they are all in 
brand-new repair. The contrast with Westphalia is imme- 
diate and great; but indeed that was a sad country, to 
anybody but a patient Toland, who knows the causes of 
phenomena. No inns there, except of the naturally savage sort. 
^ A man is very happy if he finds clean straw to sleep on, 
without expecting sheets or coverings ; let him readily dispense 
with plates, forks and napkins, if he can get anything to eat.’ 
‘ He must be content to have the cows, swine and poultry for 
his fellow-lodgers, and to go in at the same passage that the 
smoke comes out at, for there ’s no other vent for it but the 
door ; whidi makes foreigners commonly say that the people 
of Westphalia enter their houses by the chimney.’ And 
observe withal : ‘ This is the reason why their beef and hams 
are so finely prepared and ripened ; for the fireplace being 
backwards, the smoke must spread over all tiie house before it 
gets to the door ; which makes everytting within of a russet 
or sable colour^ not excepting the hands and faces of the 
limaner sort*^ If Prussia yield to WestphaBa in ham, in 
ail elsti she , is strikingly supm 

1 An Accmnt af the CouHs of Prussia WsHover, by Mr. Toland (cited 

already), p. 4. 
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He founded Universities, this poor King; University of 
Halle ; Royal Academy of Berlin, Leibnitz presiding : he 
fought for Protestantism ; — did what he could for the cause 
of Cosmos verstcs Chaos, after his fashion. The magnificences 
of his Charlottenburgs, Oranienburgs and numerous Country- 
houses made Toland almost poetic. An afiable kindly man 
withal, though quick of temper ; his word sacred to him. A 
man of many troubles, and acquainted with ‘the infinitely 
little (ViTifiniment petit)i as his Queen termed it. 


CHAPTER XX 

DEATH OF KING FEIEDRICH I 

Oin King Friedrich i. had not much more to do in the 
world, after witnessing the christening of his Grandson of like 
name. His leading forth or sending forth of troops, his 
multiplex negotiations, solemn ceremonials, sad changes of 
ministry, sometimes transacted ‘ with tears,’ are mostly ended ; 
the ever- whirling dust-vortex of intrigues, of which he has 
been the centre for a five-and-twenty years, is settling down 
finally towards everlasting rest. No more will Marlborough 
come and dextrously talk him over, — ^proud to ‘ serve as cup- 
bearer,’ on occasion, to so high a King, — ^for new bodies of 
men to help in the next campaign : we have ceased to be a 
King worthy of such a cupbearer, and Marlborough’s campaigns 
too are all ended. 

Much is ended. They are doing the sorrowful Treaty of 
Utrecht ; Louis xiv. himself is ending ; mournfully shrunk 
into the comer, with his Missal and his Maintenon ; looking 
back with just horror on Europe four times set ablaze for the 
sake of one poor mortal in big periwig, to no purpose. 
Lucky if perhaps Missal-work, orthodox litanies, and ev^ 
Protestant Dragonades, can have virtue to wipe-out sudh a 
spore against a man ! Unhappy Louis : the sun-bright gold 
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has become dim as copper; we rose in storms, and we are 
setting in watery clouds. The Kaiser himself (Karl vi., 
Leopold’s Son, Joseph i.’s younger Brother) will have to con- 
form to this Treaty of Utrecht : what other possibility for 
him ? 

The English, always a wonderful nation, fought and suh- 
sidied from side to side of Europe for this Spanish-Succession 
business ; fought ten years, such fighting as they never did 
before or since, under ^ John Duke of Marlborough,’ who, as is 
well known, ^ beat the French thorough and thorough.’ French 
entirely beaten at last, not without heroic difficulty and as 
noble talent as was ever shown in diplomacy and war, are 
ready to do your will in all things ; in this of giving-up 
Spain, among others : — whereupon the English turn round, 
with a sudden new thought, ^ No, we will not have our will 
done ; it shall be the other way, the way it was , — ^now that 
we bethink ourselves, after all this fighting for our will ! ’ 
And make Peace on those terms, as if no war had been ; and 
accuse the great Marlborough of many things, of theft for 
one. A wonderful People; and in the Continental Politics 
(which indeed consist chiefly of Subsidies) thrice wonderful. 
So the Treaty of Utrecht is transacting itself ; which that of 
Bastadt, on the part of Kaiser and Empire, unable to get 
on without Subsidies, will have to follow : and after such 
quantities of powder burnt, and courageous lives wasted, 
general As-you-were is the result arrived at. 

Old Friedrich’s Ambassadors are present at Utrecht, 
jangling and pleading among the rest; at Berlin too the 
dispatch of business goes lumbering on ; but what thing, in 
the shape of business, at Utrecht or at Berlin, is of much 
importance to the old man ? Seems as if Europe itself were 
waxing dim, and sinking to stupid sleep, — as we, in our poor 
royal person, full surely are. A Crown has been achieved, 
and diamond buttons worth 1600 Z. apiece; but what is a 
Crown^ and "#hat are buttons, after all ? — suppose the tattle 
and smgeries of little Wilhelmina, whom he would spend 
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whole days with; this and occasional visits to a young 
Fritzchen’s cradle, who is thriving moderately, and will speak 
and do aperies one day, — are his main solacements in the 
days that are passing. Much of this Friedrich’s life has 
gone-olF like the smoke of fireworks, has faded sorrowfully, 
and proved phantasmal. Here is an old Autograph Note, 
written by him at the side of that Cradle, and touching on a 
slight event there ; which, as it connects two venerable 
Correspondents and their Seventeenth Century with a grand 
Phenomenon of the Eighteenth, we will insert here. The old 
Bang addresses his older Mother-in-law, famed Electress 
Sophie of Hanover, in these terms (spelling corrected) : 

* Cha/rUttenhurg^ den 80 August 1712. 

^ Mw, Churf. JDurchlaucht werden sich zweifeUohne mit uns erfreuen dass 
der kleine Printss (Prinz) Fritz nuhnmero (nunmekr) 6 Zehne (Zahne) hat 
und ohne die geringste incommoditet (-tat). Baraus kann man auch die 
predestination sehen, doss aXle seine Bruder haben daran sterhen milssen, 
dieser aher bekommt sie ohne Milhe wie seine Schwester, Gott erhalte ihn 
uns noch lange sum trohst (Trost), in dessen Schutz ich dieselhe ergebe und 
lebenslang verhleibej 

^ Ew. Churf. JDurchl gehorsamster Diener und treuer Bohn, 

^ Fribdrioh R.' 1 


Of which this is the literal English : 

^ Your Electoral Serenity will doubtless rejoice with us that the little 
Prince Fritz has now got his sixth tooth without the least incommodiU. 
And therein we may trace a predestination, inasmuch as his Brothers died 
of teething' {Not of cannon-sound and weight of head-gear, then, yowr 
Majesty thinks ? That were a pairful thought I ) ; ^ and this one, as his Sister ' 
( Wilhelmina) ^ did, gets them ' {the teeth ) ' ^ without trouble. God presarre 
him long for a comfort to us : — ^to whose protection I commit IHeselbe ' 
{Your Electoral Highness, in the third person), ' and remain lifelong your 
Electoral Highness's most obedient Servant and true Son, 

* FaiBDRioH Rbx.* 

One of Friedrich Rex’s worst adventures was his latest ; 
commenced some five or six years ago (1T08), and now not 
far feoiobi terminating. He was a Widower, of weakly a)n- 

I Prcuss, Fmdrlch d^r Grosss {Historische Berhn, 1S38), p. 380, 
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stitution, towards fifty : his beautiful ingenious ‘ Serena,** with 
all her Theologies, pinch-of-snuff Coronations and other 
earthly troubles, was dead ; and the task of continuing 
the Hohenzollem progeny, given-over to Friedrich Wilhelm 
the Prince Royal, was thought to be in good hands. Majesty 
Friedrich with the weak back had retired, in 1708, to 
Karlsbad, to rest from his cares ; to take the salutary waters, 
and recruit his weak nerves a little. Here, in the course of 
confidential pronaenadings, it was hinted, it was represented to 
him by some pickthank of a courtier. That the task of con- 
tinuing the Hohenzollem progeny did not seem to prosper in 
the present good hands ; that Sophie Dorothee, Princess 
Royal, had already borne two royal infants which had speedily 
died ; that in fact it was to be gathered from the medical men, 
if not from their words, then from their looks and cautious 
innuendos, that Sophie Dorothee, Princess Royal, would never 
produce a Prince or even Princess that would live: which 
task, therefore, did now again seem to devolve upon his 
Majesty, if his Majesty had not insuperable objections? 
Majesty had no insuperable objections ; old Majesty listened 
to the flattering tale ; and, sure enough, he smarted for it in 
a signal manner. 

By due industry, a Princess was fixed upon for Bride, 
Princess Sophie Louisa of Mecklenburg-Schwerin, age now 
twenty-four : she was got as Wife, and came home to Berlin 
in all pomp ; — but good came not with her to anybody there. 
Not only did she bring the poor old man no children, which 
was a fault to be ov^erlooked, considering Sophie Dorothee’s 
success ; but she brought a querulous, weak and self-sufficient 
female humour; found his religion heterodox, — he being 
Calvinist, and perhaps even lax-Calvinist, she Lutheran as the 
Prussian Nation is, and strict to the bone : — heterodox wholly, 
to the length of no salvation possible ; and times rose on the 
Berlin Court such as had never been seen before ! * No 

salvation possible, says my Dearest ? Hah ! And an innocent 
Court-Mask or Dancing Soiree is criminal in the sight of God 
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and of the Queen? And we are children of wrath wholly, and 
a frivolous generation ; and the Queen will see us all — ! ’ — 

The end was, his Majesty, through sad solitary days and 
nights, repented bitterly that he had wedded such a She- 
Dominic; grew quite estranged from her; the poor She- 
Dominic giving him due return in her way, — ^namely, living 
altogether in her own apartments, upon orthodoxy, jealousy 
and other bad nourishment. Till at length she went quite 
mad ; and, except the due medical and other attendants, 
nobody saw her, or spoke of her, at Berlin. Was this a 
cheering issue of such an adventure to the poor old expensive 
Gentleman ? He endeavoured to digest in silence the bitter 
morsel he had cooked for himself ; but reflected often, as an 
old King might, What dirt have I eaten ! 

In this way stands that matter in the Schloss of Berlin, 
when little Friedrich, who will one day be called the Great, is 
bom. Habits of the expensive King, hours of rising, modes of 
dressing, and so forth, are to be found in Pollnitz ; ^ but we 
charitably omit them all. Even from foolish Pollnitz a good 
eye will gather, what was above intimated, that this feeble- 
backed, heavy-laden old King was of humane and just disposi- 
tion ; had dignity in his demeanour ; had reticence, patience ; 
and, though hot-tempered like all the Hohenzollerns, that he 
bore himself like a perfect gentleman for one thing; and 
tottered along his high-lying lonesome road not in an unman- 
ful manner at all. Had not his nerves been damaged by that 
fall in infancy, who knows but we might have had something 
else to read of him than that he was regardless of expense in 
this world ! 

His last scene, of date February 1713, is the tragical 
ultimatum of that fine Karlsbad adventure of the Second 

I Pollnitz, Memoiren xur Lebens ~und Regierungi^Gtschkhte dir Vkr'-'k^im 
Rtgentm des Preussischm Staats (Berlin, 1791). A vague, inexact, but not 
uninstructive or uninteresting Book: Printed also in Prmck, which was the 
Original^ same place and time. 
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marriage, — ^Third marriage, in fact, though the First, anterior 
to ^ Serena,’ is apt to be forgotten, having lasted short while, 
and produced only a Daughter, not memorable except by 
accident. This Third marriage, which had brought so many 
sorrows to him, proved at length the death of the old man. 
For he sat one morning, in the chill February days of the Year 
1713, in his Apartment, as usual ; weak of nerves^ but think- 
ing no special evil; when, suddenly with huge jingle, the 
glass-door of his room went to shreds ; and there rushed in — 
bleeding and dishevelled, the fatal ^ White Lady’ (Weisse 
Frau\ who is understood to walk that Schloss at Berlin, and 
announce Death to the Royal inhabitants. Majesty had 
fainted, or was fainting. ^ Weisse Frau ? Oh no, your 
Majesty ! ’ — ^not that ; but indeed something almost worse. 

^Mad Queen, in her Apartments, had been seized, that 

day, when haK or quarter dressed, with unusual orthodoxy or 
unusual jealousy. Watching her opportunity, she had whisked 
into the corridor, in extreme deshabille ; and gone, like the 
wild roe, towards Majesty’s Suite of Rooms ; through Majesty’s 
glass-door, like a catapult; and emerged as we saw, — ^in 
petticoat and shift, with hair streaming, eyes glittering, arms 
cut, and the other sad trimmings. 0 Heaven, who could 
laugh ? There are tears due to Kings and to all men. It 
was deep misery ; deep enough ^ sin and misery,’ as Calvin well 
says, on the one side and the other ! The poor old King was 
carried to bed ; and never rose again, but died in a few days. 
The date of the Weisse Frau's death, one might have hoped, 
was not distant either ; but she lasted, in her sad state, for 
above twenty years coming. 

Old King Friedrich’s death-day was 25th February 1713 ; 
the unconscious little Grandson being then in his Fourteenth 
month. To whom, after this long voyage round the world, 
we now gladly return. 
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*** way of reinforc&m&nt to any recollection the reader may have of 
them Twelve Hohmzollem Kurfiirsts^ I will append a continuous list of them^ 
with here and there an indication, 

THE TWELVE HOHENZOLLERN ELECTORS 

1 *. Fbiedhich I. (as Burggraf^ was Friedrioh vi.) : born, it is inferred^ 
1372 {Renischy p. 350 ); accession^ 18tb April 1417 ; died 21st September 
1440. Had come to Brandenburg, 1412, as Statthalter. The Quitzows 
and Heavy Peg, 

2 ®, Fbiedbich ii. : 19tb November 1413 ; 21st September 1440 ; 
lOtb Febr. 1472. Friedrich Ironteeth; tames the Berlin Burghers* Spoke 
Polish, was to have been Polish Enng. Cannon-shot upon his dinner- 
table shatters his nerves so, that he abdicates, and soon dies. Johannes 
Alchymista his elder Brother ; Albert Achilles his younger. 

3“. Albert (Achilles) : 24th November 1414 ; 10th February 1471 ; 
11 th March 1480. Third son of Friedrich i. ; is lineal Progenitor of 
all the rest 

Eldest Son, Johann Cicero, follows as Kurfiirat ; a Younger Son, Friedrich (by 
a different Mother), got Culmbaeh, and produced the Elder Line there. (See 
Genealogical Diagram, p. 318.) ^ 

4*. Johann (Cicero) : 2 d August 1456 ; 11 th March 1486 ; 9th Jain. 
1499. Big John. Friedrich of Cuhnbach's elder (Half-) Brother. 

S®. Joachim i. : 21 st February 1484; 9th January 1499; 11th July 
1636. Loud in the Reformation times ; finally declares peremptorily 
for the Conservative side. Wife (Sister of Christian n. of Deiltnarfc) 
runs away. 

Younger Brother Albert Eur-Mainz, whom Hutten celebrated : bom 1490 ; Arch- 
bishop of Magdeburg and Halberstadt 1613, of Mato 1614; died 1641:. ^t 
Tetssel, and the Indulgence, on foot. , 

6 ®. Joachim n. (Hector): 9th January 1606; llti JUlf 1686 ; M 
January 1671. Sword drawn on Aiba once. Mri>^mTt^d&rur^: : 
liegnitz. Staircase at Grimnitz. A weighty industrioup S^-Urfuto. 

Declared himself Protestant, 1539. First Wife (mother of his Successor) was 
Daughter to Duke George of Saxony, Luther's ‘If it ratod Duke Georges.* 
— Johann of Oiistrin was a younger Brother of his: died ten days after 
Joachim I left no Sou, 
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7*. Johann George: lltli September 1525; 3d January 1571; 
8th January 1598. Cannon-sbotj at Siege of Wittenberg, upon Kaiser 
Karl and Mm. Gera Bond. 

Married a Silesian Duke of Leignitz’s Daughter (result of the EThverbrUd&mng 
there, — ^Antea, p. 237). Had twenty-three children. It was to Mm that 
Baireuth and Anspach fell home : he settled them on his second and Ms third 
sons, Christian and Joachim Ernst ; founders of the New Line of Baireuth 
and Anspach. (See Genealogical Diagram, p. 318.) 

8®. Joachim Friedrich: 27th January 1546; 8th January 1598; 
18th July 1 608. Archbishop of Magdeburg first of aU,— to keep the place 
filled. Joachimsthal School at old Castle of Grimnitz. Very vigilant 
for Preussen ; which was near falling due. 

Two of his Younger Sons, Johann George (1577-1624) to whom he gave Jdgem^ 
dQrft and that Archbishop of Magdeburg, who was present in Tilly’s storm, 
got both wrecked in the Thirty-Years War; — not without results, in the 
Jtigerndorf case. 

9*. Johann Sigismund : 8th November 1572; 18th July 1608; 23d 
December 1619, Preussen : Cleve ; Slap on the face to Neuburg. 

10*. George Wilhelm : 3d November 1595 ; 22d November 1619 ; 
2l8t November 1640. The unfortunate of the Thirty-Years War. ' Que 
faire ; U$ ont des canons I ’ 

11*. Friedrich Wilhelm : 6th February 1620; 21st November 1640; 
29th April 1688. The Great Elector. 

12*. Friedrich hi. : 1st July 1657; 29th April 1688; 26th February 
1713. First King (18th January 1701). 
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ICurfMrsi (1471-1486), 

Albert Achilles! ELDER CULMBACH LINE. 


Friedrich, second son of Kurfiirst Albert Achilles, younger Brother of Johannes Cicero, got CulfithacX 
Anspach first, then Baireuth on the death of a younger Brother. Born 1460 ; got Anspach i486, Baireuth 140* 
followed Max in his Venetian Camj^aigHf 1508 ; fell imbecile 1515 J died 1536. Had a Polish Wife ; fro 
—1. •„ TT 1, -- jjjg children. Friedrich had Three notable Sons, 


whom came interests in Hungary as well as Poland t 


.1 


I 


I 


born 


1. Casimir, who 2. George the Pious, who got Ansjback (1515) : bom 3. Albert ; ' born 14QC 

f ot Baireuth (1515) : *484 ; died 1543 ; got Jagerndorf, by purchase, from his Hochmeistcr of the Teutsc 
orn 1481 ; died 1527. Mother’s Hungarian connexion, 1524. Protestant de- Ritters, 1511; declares hin 
Very truculent in the dared, 1528 ; and makes honourable figure in the His- self Protestant, and Duke < 
Peasants’ War. tories thenceforth. The George of Kaiser Karl’s * iWif- Prussia, 1525 : died isfiS. 

j JKio^-ab.* One Son, | I 


Albert Alcibiades: 
a man of great mark 
in his day (1522-1^7) ; 
never married. Two 
Sisters, with one of 
whom he took shelter 
at last ; no Brother. 


George Friedrich : born 1539 ; went to administer 
Preussen when Cousin became incompetent ; died 1603. 
Heir to his Father in Anspach and J&gemdoyf\ also to 
his Cousin Alcibiades in Baireuth. Had been left a minor 
(boy of 4, ^ the reader sees) ; Alcibiades his Guardian for 
a little^ while : from which came great diflScultics, and un- 
just ruin would have come, had not Kurfiirst Joachim i. 
been helpful and vigorous in his behalf. George Fried- 
rich got at length most of his Territories into hand : Ans- 
pach and Baireuth unimpaired, JSgerndorf too, except 
that Ratibor and 0 :^peln were much eaten into by the 
Imperial chicaneries in that quarter. Died 1603, without 
children upon which his Territories all reverted to the 
main Brandenburg line, namely, to Johann George 
Seventh Kurfiirst, or his r^resentatives, according to 
the Gera Bond ; and the ‘ Elder Culmbach Line ’ had 
ended in this manner. 


^ih KuifUrsi ( 1371 - 1598 ), 

Johann George. YOUNGER CULMBACH LINE. 


One Son, Albert Fried 
rich : born 1553 ; follows a 
Duke 1568, declared melat 
cholic 1573 ; died x6i8. Hi 
Cousin George Friedrich ac 
ministered for him till 1603 
after which Joachim Fried 
rich; and then, lastly, Joachir 
Friedrich’s Son, Johann Sigis 
mund, the^ Ninth Kurfiirsi 
Had married the Heiress c 
Cleve (whence came a cel« 
brated^ Cleve Controversy 11 
after-times). No son ; a gooi 
many daughters} eldest o 
whom was married to Kur 
ftirst Johann Sigismund ; fron 
her came the controvertex 
Cleve Property. 


George settled Baireuth and Anspach on Two of his Younger Sons, who are Founders o 
the ‘Younger Culmbach Line ’ (Split Line or Pair of Lines'), jagerndorf the new Kurffirst. Joachim Friedrich 
settled It on one of his younger sons. Here are the two new Founders in Baircutn and Anspach, am 
some indication of their Lines,’ so far as important to us at present : 


Baireuth. 

(i.) Christian, second son of Kurfiirst 
Johann George : horn 1581 ; got Baireuth 
1603 ; died 1655. A distinguished Governor 
in his sphere. Had two sons ; the elder died 
before him, but left a son, Christian Ernst ; 
who (2.) succeeded, and (3.) whose son, George 
Wilhelm : 1644, 1655, 1712 ; 1678, 1712, 1726, 
(are birth^ accession, end of these two) ; the 
latter of whom had no son that lived. 

Upon which the posterity of Christian’s 
second son succeeded. Second son of Christian 
notable to us in two little ways : 

First, That he, George Albert, Margraf of 
C«f»*bacb, is the inscrutable ‘ Marquis de 
LulenhsLck* of Bromley's Letters (antea, p. 
187, let the Commentators take comfort 1) : 

^ Second and better, That from him came our 
little Wilhelmina’s Husband, —ras will be after- 
wards explained. It was his grandson (4.) 
that succeeded in Baireuth, George Friedrich 
Karl (1688, 1726, 1735) ; Father of Wilhelmina’s 
Husband. After whom ( 5.) his Son Friedrich 
(1711, i 7 >S, X763), Wilhelmina’s Husband; 
who leaving (1763) nothing but a daughter, 
Baireuth fdl to Anspach, 1760, after an old 
Uncle (6.)j childless, had also died. 

Six Baireuth Margraves of this hint; Jive 
KeneratioDS : and then to Anspach, in 17^. 


Anspach. 

(x.) Joachim Ernst, third son of Kurfiirst Johann George 
born 1583 ; got Anspach 1603 ; died 1625. Had military ten' 
dencies, experiences ; did not thrive as Captain of the Fvan 
gelical Union (1619-1620) when Winte-r-King came up anc 
Thirty-Years War along with him. Left two sons ; elder 01 
whom (2.) Friedrich, nominally Sovereign, age still only 
eighteen, fell in the Battle of Ndrdlingcn (worst battle of th< 
Thirty- Years War 1634) ; and the younger of whom (3 A Albert, 
succeeded (1620, 1634, 1667), and his son (4) Johann Friedrich 
(1654, *^67> 1686) : and (5, 6, 7), no fewer than three grand* 
sons, — children mostly, thougn entitled * sovereign,'— in a 
parallel way (Christian Albert, 1675, 1686, *692 ; George Fried- 
rich, 1678, 1692, 1703 ; Wilhelm Friedrich, *685, 1703, 1723), 
Two little points notable here also, and no third : 

First, That one of the ‘^sjoA-daughters, fiill-sister of the last 
of these three parallel figures, half-sister of the two former, was 
—Queen Caroline, George ii/s wife, who has still some fame 
with us. 

Second, That the youngest of said three grandsons, Queen 
Caroline’s full-brother, left a son then minor, who became majox 
(8.) and wedded a Sister of our dear little Wilhelmina’s, ol 
whom we shall hear (Karl Wilhelm Friedrich, 1712, 1723, 1757) » 
unmomentous Margraf otherwise. His and her one son it was 
(9.) Christian^ Friedrich Karl Alexander (1736, 1757, x8o6), who 
inherited Baireuth, inherited Actress Clairon, Lady Craven, 
and at Hammersmith (House once Bubb Duddington’s, if that 
has any charm) ended the affair. 

Nine Anspach Margraves ; in Ave generations : end, 1806. 
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CHAPTER I 

childhood: double educational element 

Op Friedrich’s childhood, there is not, after all our reading, 
much that it would interest the English public to hear tell 
of. Perhaps not much of knowable that deserves anywhere 
to be known. Books on it, expressly handling it, and Books 
on Friedrich Wilhelm’s Court and History, of which it is 
always a main element, are not wanting : but they are mainly 
of the sad sort, which, with pain and difficulty teach us 
nothing. Books done by pedants and tenebrific persons, under 
the name of men; dwelling not on things, but, at endless 
length, on the outer husks of things : of unparalleled confusion, 
too hot so much as an Index granted you ; to the poor 
half-peck of cinders, hidden in these wagonloads of ashes, no 
sieve allowed ! Books tending really to fill the mind with 
mere dust-whirlwinds, — ^if the mind did not straightway blow 
them out again ; which it does. Of these let us say nothing. 
Seldom had so curious a Phenomenon woi*se treatment from 
the Dryasdust species. 

AMohg thei& Books, touching on Friedrich’s childhood, and 
treating of his Father’s Court, ther^ is hardly above one that 
we can characterise as fairly human : the Book written by his 

little Sister Wilhelmina, when she grew to size and knowledge 

819 
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of good and evil ; ^ — ^and this, of what flighty uncertain nature 
it is, the world partly knows. A human Book, however, not 
a pedant one : there is a most shrill female soul busy with 
intense earnestness here; looking, and teaching us to look. 
We find it a mradoiis Book, done with heart, and from 
eyesight and insight ; of a veracity deeper than the superficial 
sort. It is full of mistakes, indeed ; and exaggerates dread- 
fully, in its shrill female way ; but is above intending to 
deceive : deduct the due subtrahend, — say perhaps twenty- 
five per cent., or in extreme cases as high as seventy-five, — 
you will get some human image of credible actualities from 
Wilhelmina. Practically she is our one resource on this 
matter. Of the strange King Friedrich Wilhelm and his 
strange Court, with such an Heir- Apparent growing up in it, 
there is no real light to be had, except what Wilhelmina 
gives, — or kindles dark Books of others into giving. For 
that, too, on long study, is the result of her, here and there. 
With so flickery a wax-taper held over Friedrich’s childhood, 
— and the other dirty tallow-dips all going out in intolerable 
odour, — -judge if our success can be very triumphant I 

We perceive the little creature has got much from Nature ; 
not the big arena only, but fine inward gifts, for he is well- 
born in more senses than one ; — and that in the breeding of 
him there are two elements noticeable, widely diverse : the 
French and the German. This is perhaps the chief peculiarity : 
best worth laying hold of, with the due comprehe|ision, if our 
means allow, 

Pwst Educational Element^ Wte Eren^h 01 ^ 

His nurses, governesses, simultaneous and successive, mostly 
of French breed, are duly set down in the Prussian Books, and 
held in mind as a point of duty by Prussian yyipp ; but, in 

^ Mdmatres de FrMiriqui Sophie JVilhelmine de Prusse^ Jtfdf’^ave de Bartith 
^Biaaswicfe, Paris et Londxes, 1^12), 2 vols. 8 vo. 
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111* iiflu^rwise thnii a« a group, 

himI nu'i'ciy with {'rmnit’ iiiiturcs. Jh* had a hVau von 
Kinnia-ko ihr Head tluvanuM, the Indy wlioin VVilhelraina, 
tit hfr fiiuMti d/( wniftvw, ntwavN writes Kamkm ; atid of whom, 
I'srrjd. thi; Jltwdln.f found in Unit Book, there is 

itutliittg to Im‘ rriiiiinhind. I'nder her, ns prncticnl super- 
iitttsitdfut, f^xmrtTtmntr luui tpiiud niotluT, was tltc Dame 
tl« litnuandh a mow iuiitnitfint jHjmin for ua here. Dame 
tin It»>urimlh-.. otiw dt* Mmilhai!, the same re«|)octable Edict- 
of-NiwitfS Imly who, fivt'-and-twcnly years ago, had 

Ltikoit siniihu' rhnrge <if i’'ri«ir«'{t Wilheim; ahiet thafcsjteaks 
widl for U»« of her jM i fornianci' in tlmt ofllee. She 

luul tioin* her iirst wiilion of a Eniman Erinco in a satisfactory 
iiwuiiier ; «u«l not wilhont diflkntlt accidents and singnlariticss, 
HU w« have heard : Hit* like of which were sparetl her in this 
her ««!ition (m we may caJil it) ; a second and, in all 

of ways, an impmvetl one. The yoimg Fritsi swallowed 
no alioebuckles ; tiiti not leap out of window, hanging-tm by 
tlie Inaiula j nor achieve anything of turbulent, or otherwke 
itirmtinihle, in his infantinii history ; the course of which was 
itt goiieml amtmih, and ntns^ happily for it, Itolow tlw ken of 
ruiitioir, IIms Boy, it is said, and is easily credible, was of 
rxIrittH'diftury tivadily ; tpiiclc in apprehending all thinp, and 
grH»’« fiil!y rokUtig hiniwlf to them. One of the prettiest, 
vivifh*'.! little Imjw; with evta, willt mind and ways, of 
brilliancy t-- only he bdt,e» lots to sttldiering than 
tlw fodmnd heart ctmUl wish; aial appears to find other 
thtoip in tlm world fully as notable as loud drums, and stilT 
niwt dlmsTO-iip in mwa Mincover, ho is apt to be a little 
unhealthy now wul tlitni, wnd mjuirw cwm from Ms auwei, 
mm whom tlw judiciims Itouwulbs has to he very vigilant. 

Of thl« nwperbdde Madame de Koucoullw 1 have read, at 
Irmti aifwii tiimw, what the l^russUn Boob say of her by way 
of IlUtgrnphy ; but it is always giwr in their dull tombtone 
itjli- I it hH>» moreover neat to no importance; and I,---alas, 
I do not y«t too well r«memh«f it I She was flpom Normandy ; 


jiriirtinil liviiig in t»r nrw r'HHifitrt. 

C1iiirl«»tf0 limf likwil hrr ; m%%\ tlrpliiiif iirr tif 

lit liirii* anti #iiiliiiiiit,^ 

timl g'irrfi lirr Friwlrii’li : ' ■ ■ ^ |i» lnii? rhmrgw nl Hint wsi 
lit tiiiit tiiiii? ilr ; wkkm, m : t}it 

Ik frftifw ml Itirr iiwii 

Mnlitiiii, wiwi liiiii niiti# iiitif tlit^ l^ni»i«iii Army* ha mm r«»ftiitioti 

I *i I 
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we agreeably perceive, was always grateful for her services in 
that capacity. Once a-week, if he were in Berlin, during his 
youthful time, he was sure to appear at the Eoucoulles Soiree, 
and say and loot various pleasant things to his ^ chere Maman 
(dear Mamma),’ as he used to call her, and to the respectable 
small party she had. Not to speak of other more substantial 
services, which also were not wanting. 

Eoucoulles and the other female souls, mainly French, 
among whom the incipient Fritz now was, appear to have done 
their part as well as could be looked for. Eespectable Edict- 
of-Nantes French ladies, with high head-gear, wide hoops ; a 
clear, correct, but somewhat barren and meagre species, tight- 
laced and high-frizzled in mind and body. It is not a very 
fertile element for a young soul ; not very much of silent piety 
in it ; and perhaps of vocal piety more than enough in pro- 
portion. An element founding on what they call ^ enlightened 
Protestantism,’ ^ freedom of thought,’ and the like, which is 
apt to become loquacious, and too conscious of itself ; tending, 
on the whole, rather to contempt of the false, than to deep 
or very ejffective recognition of the true. 

But it is, in some important senses, a clear and pure 
element withal. At lowest, there are no conscious semi- 
falsities or volunteer hypocrisies, taught the poor Boy; 
honour, clearness, truth of word at least ; a decorous digni- 
fied hearing ; various thin good things, are honestly incul- 
cated and exemplified ; nor is any bad, ungraceful or 
suspicious thing permitted there, if recognised for such. It 
might have been a worse element ; and we must be thankful 
for it. Friedrich, through life, carries deep traces of this 
French-Protestant incipiency: a veiy big vride-branching 
royal tree, in the end ; but as small and flexible a seedling 
onc^ as any one of us. 

The good old Dame De Eoucoulles just lived to witness his 
accession ; oh which grand juncture and afterwards, as he had 
done before, he continued to express, in graceful and useful 
ways, his gratitude and honest affection to her and hers. 
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Tea-services, presents in cut-glass and other kinds, with 
Letters that were still more precious to the old Lady, had 
come always at due intervals : and one of his earliest kingly 
gifts was that of some suitable small pension for Montbail, 
the elderly daughter of this poor old Roucoulles,^ who was 
just singing her DhnittaSy as it were, still in a blithe and 
pious manner. For she saw now (in 1740) her little nurse- 
ling grown to be a brilliant man and King ; King gone out 
to the Wars, too, with all Europe inquiring and wondering 
what the issue would be. As for her, she closed her poor old 
eyes, at this stage of the business ; piously, in foreign parts, 
far from her native Normandy ; and did not see farther what 
the issue was. Good old Dame, I have, as was observed, 
read some seven times over what they call biographical 
accounts of her ; but have seven times (by Heaven^s favour, 1 
do partly believe) mostly forgotten them again ; and would 
not, without cause, inflict on any reader the like sorrow. To 
remember one worthy thing, how many thousand unworthy 
things must a man be able to forget ! 

From this Edict-of-Nantes environment, which taught our 
yoimg Fritz his first lessons of human behaviour,— polite 
sharp little Boy, we do hope and understand, — ^he learned 
also to clothe his bits of notions, emotions, and garrulous 
utterabilities, in the French dialect. Learned to speak, and 
likewise, what is more important, to thmhf in French; which 
was otherwise quite domesticated in the Palacs^ and became 

^ Preuss, Friedrich der Grosscy tine Lehcn^sge^hichte 1832- 

1834), V. (Urkundenbuch, p. 4). (Euvres de Frdddric (sa,ixie Preass’s Edition, 
Berlin, 1846-1850, etc.), xvi. 184, 191.— flie Rerr Boctor J. B. E. Preuss, 
‘ Historiographer of Brandenburg,* devoted wboly to the stfid]|^ of Plriedrieh for 
five-and-twenly years past, and for above a dozen years bi^ily engaged in edit- 
ing the (Efumres de Fridiricy — ^has, besides that Lehemgeschichte just cited, three 
or four smaller Books, of indistinctly different titles, on the same subject. A 
meritoriously exact man ; acquainted with the outer details of Friedrich’s Bio- 
graphy (had any way of arranging, organising or setting them forth) as few 
mea ever were or will be. We shaU mean always this Lebensgeschichte here, 
when no other title is given ; and (Euvres de Fridiric shall signify his Edition 
unless the contrary be stated. 
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his second mother-tongue. Not a bad dialect ; yet also none 
of the best. Very lean and shallow, if very clear and con- 
venient; leaving much in poor Fritz unuttered, unthought, 
unpractised, which might otherwise have come into activity in 
the course of his life. He learned to read very soon, I 
presume ; but he did not, now or afterwards, ever learn to 
spell. He spells indeed dreadfully iZZ, at his first appearance 
on the writing stage, as we shall see by and by ; and he con- 
tinued, to the last, one of the bad spellers of his day. A 
circumstance which I never can fully account for, and will 
leave to the reader’s study. 

From all manner of sources, — ^from inferior valetaille, 
Prussian Officials, Royal Majesty itself when not in gala, — 
he learned, not less rootedly, the corrupt Prussian dialect of 
German ; and used the same, all his days, among his soldiers, 
native officials, common subjects and wherever it was most con- 
venient; speaking it, and writing and mis-spelling it, with 
great jfreedom, though always vdth a certain aversion and 
undisguised contempt, which has since brought him blame in 
some quarters. It is true, the Prussian form of German is 
but rude; and probably Friedrich, except sometimes in 
Luther’s Bible, never read any German Book. What, if we 
will think of it, could he know of his first mother-tongue ! 
German, to this day, is a frightful dialect for the stupid, the 
pedant and dullard sort ! Only in the hands of the gifted 
does it become supremely good. It had not yet been the 
language of any Goethe, any Lessing ; though it stood on the 
eve of becoming such. It had already been the language of 
Luther, of Ulrich Hutten, Friedrich Barbarossa, Charlemagne 
and others. And several extremely important things had been 
said in it, and some pleasant ones even simg in it, from an old 
date, in a very appropriate manner, — had Crown-Prince Fried- 
rich known all that. But he could not reasonably be ex^ 
peoted to know : — and the wiser Germans now forgive him 
for not knowing, smd are even thankful that he did not. 
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CHAPTER II 
THE GERMAN ELEMENT 

So that, as we said^ there are two elements for young 
Fritz, and highly diverse ones, from both of which he is to 
draw nourishment, and assimilate what he can. Besides that 
Edict-of-Nantes French element, and in continual contact 
and contrast with it, which prevails chiefly in the Female 
Quarters of the Palace, — ^there is the native German element 
for young Fritz, of which the centre is Papa, now come to be 
King, and powerfully manifesting himself as such. An abrupt 
peremptory young King ; and German to the bone. Along 
with whom, companions to him in his social hours, and 
fellow-workers in his business, are a set of very rugged 
German sons of Nature; difiering much from the French 
sons of Art. Baron Grumkow, Leopold Prince of Anhalt- 
Dessau (not yet called the ‘ Old Dessauer,’ being under forty 
yet). General Glasenap, Colonel Derschau, General Flans; these, 
and the other nameless Generals and Officials, are a curious 
counterpart to the Camases, the Hautcharmoys and Forcades, 
with their nimble tongues and rapiers ; still more to the 
Beausobres, Achards, full of ecclesiastical logic, made of Bayle 
and Calvin kneaded together; and to tibe high-frizzled ladies 
rustling m stiff silk, with the shadow of Versailles and of the 
Dragonades alike present to them. 

Born Hyperboreans these others; rough as hemp, and 
stout of fibre as hemp ; native products of the rigorous North. 
Of whom, after aU our reading, we know little. — O Heaven, 
they have had long lines of rugged ancestors, cast in the same 
rude stalwart mould, and leading their rough life there, of 
whom we know absolutely nothing ! Dumb al those pre- 
ceding busy generations ; and this of Friedrich Wilhelm is 
grown almost dumb. Grim semi-articulate Prussian men ; 
gone all to pipeclay and moustache for us. Strange blond- 
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complexioned, not unbeantiful Prussian honourable women, in 
hoops, brocades, and unintelligible head-gear, and hair-towers, 
— acli Gotti they too are gone; and their musical talk, in 
the French or German language, that also is gone ; and the 
hollow Eternities have swallowed it, as their wont is, in a 
very surprising manner ! — 

Grumkow, a cunning, greedy-hearted, long-headed fellow, 
of the old Pomeranian Nobility by birth, has a kind of super- 
ficial polish put upon his Hyperboreanisms ; he has been in 
foreign countries, doing legations, diplomacies, for which, at 
least for the vulpine parts of which, he has a turn. He 
writes and speaks articulate grammatical French ; but neither 
in that, nor in native Pommerish Platt-Deutsch, does he show 
us much, except the depths of his own greed, of his own 
astucities and stealthy audacities. Of which we shall hear 
more than enough by and by. 

the Dessauevy not yet ^ Old"* 

As to the Prince of Anhalt-Dessau, rugged man, whose 
very face is the colour of gunpowder, he also knows French, 
and can even write in it, if he like, — Shaving duly had a Tutor 
of that nation, and strange adventures with him on the grand 
tour and elsewhere ; — ^but does not much practise writing, 
when it can be helped. His children, I have heard, he 
expressly did not teach to read or write, seeing no benefit in 
that effeminate art, but left them to pick it up as they could. 
His Princess, all rightly ennobled now, — ^whom he would not 
but marry, though sent on the grand tour to avoid it, — ^was 
the daughter of one Fos an Apothecary at Dessau; and is 
still a beautiful and prudent kind of woman, who seems to 
suit him well enough, no worse than if she had been born a 
Princess. Much talk has been of her, in princely and other 
circles ; nor is Ms marriage the only strange thing Leopold 
has done. He is a man to keep the world’s tongue wagging, 
not too musically always; though himself of very unvocal 
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He was in Malplaquet with them, if only as volunteer on 
that occasion. He commanded them in Blenheim itself; 
stood, in the right or Eugene wing of that famed Battle of 
Blenheim, fiercely at bay, when the Austrian Cavalry had all 
fled; — ^fiercely volleying, charging, dextrously wheeling and 
manoeuvring ; sticking to his ground with a mastiflP-like 
tenacity, — ^till Marlborough, and victory from the left, relieved 
him and others. He was at the Bridge of Cassano ; where 
Eugene and Vendome came to handgrips ; — ^where Mirabeau’s 
Grandfather, Col-d* Argent^ got his six -and -thirty wounds, 
and was ^ killed ’ as he used to term it.^ ‘ The hottest fire 
I ever saw,’ said Eugene, who had not seen Malplaquet at 
that time. While Col -d ’Argent sank collapsed upon the 
Bridge, and the horse charged over him, and again charged, 
and beat and were beaten three several times, — Anhalt- 
Dessau, impatient of such fiddling hither and thither, swashed 
into the stream itself with his Prussian Foot ; swashed through 
it, waistdeep or breastdeep; and might have settled the matter, 
had not his cartridges got wetted. Old King Friedrich 
rebuked him angrily for his impetuosity in this matter, and 
the sad loss of men. 

Then again he was at the Storming of the Lines of Turin, 
— ^Eugene’s feat of 1706, and a most volcanic business ; — ^was 
the first man that got over the entrenchment there. Fore- 
most man ; face all black with the smoke of gunpowder, only 
channeled here and there with rivulets of sweat; — not a 
lovely phenomenon to the French in the interior ! Who still 
fought like madmen, but were at length driven into heaps, 
and obliged to run. A while before they ran, Anhalt-Dessau, 
noticing some Captain posted with his company in a likely 
situation, stept aside to him for a moment, and asked, ^ Am 
I wounded, think you ? — ^No ? Then have you anything to 
drink?’ and deliberately Mrank a glass of aquavitae,’ the 
judicious Captain carrying a pocket-pistol of that sort, in 
case of accident ; and likewise ^ eat, writh great appetite, a 
1 Carlyle’s Miscellanies^ v. § Mirabeav. 
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ledge been attainable. But the Books are silent ; no painter, 
no genial seeing-man to paint with his pen, was there. Grim 
hirsute Hyperborean figures, they pass mostly mute before us : 
burly, surly; in moustaches, in dim uncertain garniture, of 
which the buff- belts and the steel are alone conspicuous. 
Growling in guttural Teutsch what little articulate meaning 
they had: spending, of the inarticulate, a proportion in 
games of chance, probably too in drinking beer ; yet having 
an immense overplus which they do not so spend, hut 
endeavour to utter in such working as there may be. So 
have the Hyperboreans lived from of old. From the times 
of Tacitus and Pytheas, not to speak of Odin and Japhet, 
what hosts of them have marched across Existence, in that 
manner ; — and where is the memory that would, even if it 
could, speak of them all 1 — 

We will hope the mind of our little Fritz has powers of 
assimilation. Bayle-Calvin logics, and shadows of Versailles, 
on this hand, and gunpowder Leopolds and inarticulate Hyper- 
boreans on that: here is a wide diversity of nutriment, all 
rather tough in quality, provided for the young soul. Innumer- 
able unconscious inferences he must have drawn in his little 
head ! Prince Leopold’s face, with the whiskers and blue skin, 
I find he was wont, at after periods, to do in caricature, under the 
figure of a Cat’s ; — ^horror and admiration not the sole feelings 
raised in him by the Field-Marshal. — ^For bodily nourishment 
he had ‘beer-soup’; a decided Spartan tone prevailing, 
wherever possible, in the breeding and treatment of him. 

And we need not doubt, by far the most important element 
of his education was the unconscious Apprenticeship he con- 
tinually sowed to such a Spartan as Eng Friedrich Wilhelm. 
Of whoso works and ways he could not help taking note, angry 
or other, every day and hour; nor in the end, if he were 
intelligent, help understanding them, and learning from them. 
A harsh Master and almost half-mad, as it many times seemed 
to the poor Apprentice ; yet a true and solid one, whose real 
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wisdom was worth that of all the others, as he came at length 
to recognise. 


CHAPTER III 
FRIEDRICH WIIJIEI.M IS KiNa 

With the death of old King Friedrich, there occurred at 
once vast changes in the Court of Berlin ; a total and universal 
change in the mode of living and doing business there. Fried- 
rich Wilhelm, out of filial piety, wore at his father’s funeral 
the grand French peruke and other sublimities of French 
costume ; but it was for the last time : that sad duty once 
done, he flung the whole aside, not without impatience, and on 
no occasion wore such costume again. He was not a friend to 
French fashions, nor had ever been ; far the contrary. In his 
boyhood, say the Biographers, there was once a grand 
embroidered cloth-of-gold, or otherwise supremely magnificent, 
little Dressing-gown given him ; but he would at no rate put 
it on, or be concerned with it; on the contrary, stuffed it 
indignantly ^ into the fire’; and demanded wholesome useM 
duffel instead. 

He b^an his reform literally at the earliest moment. Being 
summoned into the apartment where his poor Father was in 
the last struggle, he could scarcely get across for Kammer-^ 
junker^ Kcmmi^herrny Goldsticks, Silversticks, and the other 
solenm histrionic functionaries, all crowding there to do their 
sad mimicay on the occasion : not a lovely accompaniment in 
Friedrich Wilhelm’s eyes. His poor Father’s death-struggle 
on^ done, and all reduced to everlasting rest there, Friedrich 
Wilhelm looked in silence over the Unutterable, for a short 
fface, disregardiul of the Goldsticks and , their eag^ new 
homa^ng ; w^ked swiftly away from it to his bwn room, shut 
the door with a slam ; and there, shaking the tears £rom his 
eye^ conmaeaced by a notable duty,— the duty nearest hand, 
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and therefore first to be done, as it seemed to him. It was about 
one in the afternoon, 26th February 1713 ; his Father dead 
half-an-hour before : ^ Tears at a Father’s deathbed, must they 
be dashed with rage by such a set of greedy Histrios ? ’ thought 
Friedrich Wilhelm. He summoned these his Court-people, 
that is to say, summoned their Oher-H(^arschaTl and repre- 
sentative ; and through him signified to them, That, till the 
Funeral was over, their service would continue ; and that on 
the morrow after the Funeral they were, every soul of them, 
discharged ; and from the highest Goldstick down to the lowest 
Page-in- waiting, the King’s House should be swept entirely 
clean of them ; — ^said House intending to start afresh upon a 
quite new footing.^ Which spread such a consternation 
among the courtier people, say the Histories, as was never seen 
before. 

The thing was done, however ; and nobody durst whisper 
discontent with it ; this rugged young King, with his plangent 
metallic voice, with his steady-beaming eyes, seeming dread- 
fully in earnest about it, and a person that might prove 
dangerous if you crossed him. He reduced his Household 
accordingly, at once, to the lowest footing of the indispens- 
able ; and discharged a whole regiment of superfluous official 
persons, court - flunkies, inferior, superior and supreme, in 
the most ruthless manner. He does not intend keeping 
any Ob&r - IJofTtio/rscJictlly or the like idle person, hence- 
forth; thinks a minimum of Goldsticks ought to suffice 
every man. 

Eight I/ackeys, in the ante-chambers and elsewhere, these, 
with each a Jagerhursch (what we should call an Under-keeper) 
to assist when not hunting, will suffice: Lackeys at ^ eight 
tkaltrs monthly,’ which is six shillings a week. Three active 
Pages, sometimes two, instead of perhaps three-dozen idle that 
there u^ed to be. In King Friedrich’s time, there were wont 
to be a Thousand saddle-horses at corn and hay : but how 
many of them Were in actual use ? Very many of them were 
» Forster, I 174 ? Pollnitz, Mmoirm, ii. 4* 
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mere imaginary quadrupeds ; their price and keep pocketed by 

some knavish Stalhneister, Equerry or Head-groom. Friedrich 
Wilhelm keeps only Thirty Horses ; but these are very actual, 
not imaginary at all ; their com not running into any knave’s 
pocket ; but lying actually in the mangers here; getting ground 
for you into actual fourfooted speed, when, on turf or highway, 
you require such a thing. About thirty for the saddle, with 
a few carriage-teams, are what Friedrich Wilhelm can employ 
in any reasonable measure ; and more he will not have about 
him. 

In the like ruthless humour he goes over his Pension-list ; 
strikes three-fourths of that away, reduces the remaining fourth 
to the very bone. In like humour, he goes over every depart- 
ment of his Administrative, Household and other Expenses ; 
shears everything down, here by the Hundred thalers, there by 
the Ten, willing even to save half a thaler. He goes over all 
this three several times ; — his Papers, the three successive Lists 
he used on that occasion, have been printed. ^ He has satisfied 
himself, in about two months, what the effective minimum is; 
and leaves it so. Reduced to below the fifth of what it was ; 
55,000 thalers, instead of 276,000.^ 

By degrees he went over, went into and through, every 
dep^ment of Prussian Business, in that fashion ; steadUy, 
warily, irresistibly compelling every item of it, large and little, 
to take that same character of perfect economy and solidity, of 
utility pure and simple. Needful work is to be rigorously well 
done ; needles work, and ineffectual or imaginaiy workers, to be 
rigorously pitched out of doors. What a blessing on this Earth ; 
worth purchasing almost at any price ! The money saved is’ 
something, nothing if you will ; but the amount of mendacity 
rapunged, has any one computed that.? Mendacity not of 
tonpe ; but the far feller sort, of hand, and of heart, and 
of head; short summary of all DevU’s-worship whatsoever. 


Friedrich 
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Which spreads silently along, once you let it in, with full 
pirrse or with empty ; some fools even praising it : the quiet 
dry-rot of Nations ! To expunge such is greatiy the duty of 
every _ man, especially of every King. Unconsciously, not 
thinking of Devil’s-worship, or spiritual dry-rot, but of money 
chiefly, and led by Nature and the ways she has with us, it 
was the task of Friedrich Wilhelm’s life to bring about 4is 
beneficent result in all departments of Prussian Business, great 
and little, public and even private. Year after year, he brings 
it to perfection ; pushes it unweariedly forward eveiy day and 
hour. So that he has Prussia, at last, all a Prussia made after 
his own image ; the most thrifty, hardy, rigorous and Spartan 
country any modem King ever mled over ; and himself (if he 
thought of that) a King indeed. He that models Nations 
according to his own image, he is a King, though his sceptre 
were a walking-stick ; and properly no other is. 

Friedrich Wilhelm was wondered at, and laughed at, by 
innumerable mortals for his ways of doing ; which indeed were 
very strange. Not that he figured much in what is called 
Public History, or desired to do so ; for, though a vigilant 
ruler, he did not deal in protocolling and campaigning, — ^he 
let a minimum of that suffice him. But in court soirees, 
where elegant empty talk goes on, and of all materials for it 
scandal is found incomparably the most interesting, I suppose 
there tumed-up no name oftener than that of his Prussian 
Majesty ; and during these Twenty-seven years of his Reign, 
Ms wild pranks and explosions gave food for continual talk in 
inch quarters. 

Fot he was like no other King that then existed, or had 
aver been discovered. Wilder Son of Nature seldom came 
into the artificial world ; into a royal throne there, probably 
never. A wild man, wholly in earnest, veritable as the old 
rodb,-— and with a terrible volcanic fire in him too. He 
would have been strange anywhere; but among the dapper 
R(^fal gentlemen of the Eighteenth Century, what was to be 
done with such an Orson of a King? — Clap Mm in Bedlam, 

von. I. V 
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and bring out the ballot-boxes instead ? The modem genera- 
tion, too, still takes its impression of him from these rumours, 
— still more now from Wilhelmina’s Book ; which paints the 
outside savagery of the royal man, in a most striking manner ; 
and leaves the inside vacant, undiscovered by Wilhelmina or 
the rumours. 

Nevertheless it appears there were a few observant eyes 
even of contemporaries, who discerned in him a surprising 
talent for ‘ National Economics ’ at least. One Leipzig Pro- 
fessor, Saxon, not Prussian by nation or interest, recognises in 
Friedrich Wilhelm ‘ den grossen Wirth (the great Manager, 
Husbandry-man, or Landlord) of the epoch ’ ; and lectures 
on his admirable ^ works, arrangements and institutions ’ in 
that kind.^ Nay the dapper Royal gentlemen saw, with envy, 
the indubitable growth of this mad savage Brother ; and 
ascribed it to ^his avarice,’ to his mean ways, which were 
in siich contrast to their sublime ones. That he understood 
National Economics has now become very certain. His grim 
semi-articulate Papers and Rescripts, on these subjects, are 
still almost worth reading, by a lover of genuine human 
talent in the dumb form. For spelling, grammar, penman- 
ship and composition, they resemble nothing else extant ; are 
as if done by the paw of a bear: indeed the utterance 
generally sounds more like the growling of a bear than any- 
thing that could be handily spelt or parsed. But there is a 
decisive human sense in the heart of it ; and there is such a 
dire hatred of empty bladders, unrealities and hypocritical 
forms and pretences, what he calls ^wind and humbug (TPind 
und ilauer Dunsty as is very strange indeed. Strange among 
all mankind; doubly and trebly strange among the unfor- 
tunate species called Kings in our time. To whom,^ — ^for sad 
reasons that could be given, — ^ wind and blue vapour (hlcmer 
Ihmsty artistically managed by the rules of Acoustics and 
seem to be all we have left us !— 

It must be owned that this man is inflexibly, and with a 
* Rodenbeck $ BHtrdgc (p. 14), — ^Year, or Name of Lecturer, not mentioned. 
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fierce slow inexorable determination, set upon having realities 
round him. There is a divine idea of fact put into him ; the 
genus sham was never hatefuler to any man. Let it keep out 
of his way, well beyond the swing of that rattan of Ms, or it 
may get something to remember ! A just man, too ; would 
not wrong any man, nor play false in word or deed to any 
man. What is Justice but another form of the reality we 
love ; a truth acted out ? Of all the humbugs or ^ painted 
vapours ’ known, Injustice is the least capable of profiting 
men or kings ! A just man, I say ; and a valiant and vera- 
cious : but rugged as a wild-bear ; entirely inarticulate, as if 
dumb. No bursts of parliamentary eloquence in Mm, nor 
the least tendency that way. His talent for Stump-Oratory 
may be reckoned the minimum conceivable, or practically 
noted as zero. A man who would not have risen in modem 
Political Circles ; man unchoosable at hustings or in caucus ; 
man forever invisible, and very unadmirable if seen, to the 
Able-Editor and those that hang by him. In fact, a kind 
of savage man, as we say ; but higMy interesting, if you can 
read dumb human worth ; and of inexpressible profit to the 
Prussian Nation. 

For the first ten years of his reign, he had a heavy, con- 
tinual struggle, getting his finance and other branches of 
administration extricated from their strangling imbroglios of 
coiled nonsense, and put upon a rational footing. His labour 
in these years, the first of little Fritz’s life, must have been 
great ; the pushing and pulling strong and continue. The 
good plan itself, this comes not of its own accord; it is the 
fruit of ‘ genius ’ (which means transcendent capacity of taking 
trouble, first of aU) : given a huge stack of tumbled thrums, 
it is not in your sleep that you wiU find the vital centre of it, 
or get the first thrum by the end ! And then the execution, 
the realising, amid the contradiction, silent or expressed, of 
men and things? Explosive violence was by no m^ns 
Friedrich Wilhelm’s method ; the amount of slow stubbtan 
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broad-shouldered strength, in all kinds, expended by the man, 
strikes us as very great. The amount of patience even, 
though patience is not reckoned his forte, 

That of the Ritfer-Dienst (Knights’-Service), for example, 
which is but one small item of his business, the commuting 
of the old feudal duty of his Landholders to do Service in 
War-time, into a fixed money payment : nothing could be 
fairer, more clearly advantageous to both parties ; and most 
of his ^ Knights ’ gladly accepted the proposal : yet a certain 
factious set of them, the Magdeburg set, stirred-np by some 
seven or eight of their number, ^hardly above seven or eight 
really against me,’ saw good to stand out ; remonstrated, 
recalcitrated ; complained in the Diet (Kaiser too happy to 
hear of it, that he might have a hook on Friedrich Wilhelm); 
and for long years that paltry matter was a provocation to 
him,^ But if your plan is just, and a bit of Natnre‘’s plan, 
persist in it like a law of Nature. This secret too was known 
to Friedrich Wilhdm. In the space of ten years, by actual 
human strength loyally spent, he had managed many things ; 
saw aU things in a coxurse towards management. All things, 
as it were, fairly on the road ; the multiplex team pulling one 
way, in rational human harness, not in imbroglios of coiled 
thrums made by the Nightmares. 

How he introduced a new mode of farming his Domain 
Lands, which are a main bmnch of Ms revalue^ and shall be 
farmed on regular lease hi^crfoirth, and not wasted in pecula- 
tion and indolent mismanagement as her^ofbre ; ^ new modes 
of levying his taxes and revenues of every MnA : » he at 

last concentrated, and harmonised into cme easygoi^ 

Gsueral the midtifarioiiS; conflictilng Boards, that 

were jolting and gangling M .a . daii: use^^ manner. 

Mid leavhg their work half-done, when he first came into 


it 1^2-165. iv. 31-34; Steazel, iii. 316-319; Samuel 
^^^o\L^NmeitePreusnsch’Brandenhurgi5chc Geschichte I77<), i. 197. 
* FSister, iL 206, 2x6. t 
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power : ^ How he insisted on having daylight introduced to 
the very bottom of every business, fair-and-square observed as 
the rule of it, and the shortest road adopted for doing it ; 
How he drained bogs, planted colonies, established manu- 
factures, made his own uniforms of Prussian wool, in a Lager- 
ham of his own : How he dealt with the Jew Gompert about 
farming his Tobacco ; — ^how, from many a crooked case and 
character he, by slow or short methods, brought out some- 
thing straight ; would take no denial of what was his, nor 
make any demand of what was not ; and did prove really a 
terror to evil-doers of various kinds, especially to prevari- 
cators, defalcators, imaginary workers, and slippery unjust 
persons : How he urged diligence on all mortals, would not 
have the very Applewomen sit ^without knitting’ at their 
stalls ; and brandished his stick, or struck it fiercely down, 
over the incorrigibly idle : — ^All this, as well as his ludicrous 
explosions and unreasonable violences, is on record concerning 
Friedrich Wilhelm, though it is to the latter chiefly that the 
world has directed its unwise attention, in judging of him. 
He was a very arbitrary King. Yes, but then a good deal of 
his arhitriumy or sovereign will, was that of the Eternal 
Heavens as well ; and did exceedingly behove to be done, if 
the Earth would prosper. Which is an immense considera- 
tion in regard to his sovereign will and him ! He was prompt 
with his rattan, in urgent cases ; had his gallows also, prompt 
enough, where needful. Let him see that no mistakes happen, 
as certainly he means that none shall 1 

Yearly he made his country richer ; and this not in money 
alone (which is of very uncertain value, and sometimes has 
no value at all, and even less), but in frugality, diligence, 
punctuality, veracity, — ^the grand fountains from which money, 
and all r^l values and valours spring for men. To Fried- 
rich Wilhelm, in his rustic simplicity, money had no lack of 
value ; rather the reverse. To the hon^espun man it was a 

^ Dohm, Denipwurdigkeitm meiner Zeit (Lemgo und Hanover, 18x4-1819), 
iv. 88. 
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success of most excellent quality, and the chief symbol of 
success in all kinds. Yearly he made his own revenues, and 
his people’s along with them and as the source of them, 
larger : and in all states of his revenue, he had contrived to 
make his expenditure less than it ; and yearly saved masses 
of coin, and ^ reposited them in barrels in the cellars of his 
Schloss,’ — where they proved very useful, one day. Much in 
Friedrich Wilhelm proved useful, beyond even his expecta- 
tions. As a Nation’s Husband he seeks his fellow among 
Kings, ancient and modem. Happy the Nation which gets 
such a Husband, once in the half- thousand years. The 
Nation, as foolish Wives and Nations do, repines and grudges 
a good deal, its weak whims and will being thwarted very often; 
but it advances steadily, with consciousness or not, in the way 
of well-doing ; and after long times the harvest of this diligent 
sowing becomes manifest to the Nation and to all Nations. 

Strange as it sounds in the Republic of Letters, we are 
tempted to call Friedrich Wilhelm a man of genius ; — ^genius 
fated and promoted to work in National Husbandry, not in 
writing Verses or three-volume Novels. A silent genius. His 
melodious stanza, which he cannot bear to see halt in any 
syllable, is a rough fact reduced to order ; fact made to stand 
firm on its feet, with the world-rocks under it, and looking 
free towards all the winds and all the stars. He goes about 
suppressing platitudes, ripping-off futilities, turning deceptions 
inside out- The realm of Disorder, which is XJnveracity, 
Unreality, what we call Chaos, has no fiercer enemy. Honest 
soul, and he seemed to himself such a stupid fellow often ; no 
tongue-leaming at all ; littie capable to give a reason for the 
&ith that was in him. He cannot argue in articulate logic, 
only in inarticulate bellowings, or worse. He must do a 
thing, leave it undemonstrated; once done, it will itself tell 
what kind of thing it i% by iud by* Men of genius have a 
hard time, I perceive, whether bom on the throne or oflp it; 

and most expect contradictions next to unendurable, «the 

plurahty of blockheads being so extreme ! 
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I find^ except Samuel Johnson, no man of equal veracity 
with Friedrich Wilhelm in that epoch ; and Johnson too, 
with all his tongue-learning, had not logic enough. In fact, 
it depends on how much conviction you have. Blessed be 
Heaven, there is here and there a man bom who loves truth 
as truth should be loved, with all his heart and all his soul ; 
and hates untmth with a corresponding perfect hatred. Such 
men, in polite circles, which understand that certainly truth 
is better than untmth, but that you must be polite to both, 
are liable to get to the end of their logic. Even Johnson 
had a bellow in him; though Johnson could at any time 
withdraw into silence, his kingdom lying all under his own 
hat. How much more Friedrich Wilhelm, who had no logic 
whatever ; and whose kingdom lay without him, far and wide, 
a thing he could not withdraw from. The mgged Orson, 
he needed to be right. Prom utmost Memel down to Wese/ 
again, ranked in a straggling manner round the half-circumfer 
ence of Europe, all manner of things and persons were depend- 
ing on him, and on his being right, not wrong, in his notion. 

A man of clear discernment, very good natural eyesight ; 
and irrefragably confident in what his eyes told him, in what 
his belief was ; — ^yet of huge simplicity withal. Capable of 
being coaxed about, and led by the nose, to a strange degree, 
if there were an artist dextrous enough, daring enough! 
His own natural judgment was good, and, though apt to be 
hasty and headlong, was always likely to come right in the 
end ; but internally, we may perceive, his modesty, self- 
distrust, anxiety and other unexpected qualities, must have 
been great. And then his explosiveness, impatience, excit- 
ability ; his conscious dumb ignorance of all things beyond his 
own small horizon of personal survey! An Orson capable 
enough of being coaxed and tickled, by some first-rate con- 
juror first-rate ; a second-rate might have failed, and got 
tom to pieces for his pains. But Seckendorf and Grumkow, 
what a dance they led him on some matters, — as we shall 
see, and as poor Fritz and others will see ! 
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He was full of sensitiveness, rough as he was and shaggy 
of skin. His wild imaginations drove him hither and 
thither at a sad rate. He ought to have the privileges of 
genius. His tall Potsdam Regiment, his mad-looking passion 
for enlisting tall men ; this also seems to me one of the whims 
of genius, — an exaggerated notion to have his ^ stanza’ 
polished to the last punctilio of perfection; and might be 
paralleled in the history of Poets. Stranger ^ man of genius,’ 
or in more peculiar circumstances, the world never saw ! 

Friedrich Wilhelm, in his Crown-Prince days, and now still 
more when he was himself in the sovereign place, had seen all 
along, with natural arithmetical intellect. That his strength in 
this world, as at present situated, would very much depend 
upon the amount of potentiahbattle that lay in him, — on 
the quantity and quality of Soldiers he could maintain, and 
have ready for the field at any time. A most indisputable 
truth, and a heartfelt one in the present instance. To aug- 
m^t the quantity, to improve the quality, in this thrice- 
essential particular: here lay the keystone and crowning 
summit of all Friedrich Wilhelm’s endeavours ; to which he 
devoted himself, as only the best Spartan could have done. 
Of which there will be other opportunities to speak in detail. 
For it was a thmg world-notable ; world-laughable, as was 
then thought ; the extremely serious fruit of which did at 
feigth also become notable enough. 

In the Malplsiquet time, once on some occasion, it is said, 
two Ei^lish Officers, not well informed upon the matter, and 
provoking enough in tiheir contemptuous ignorance, were 
reasomng with one another in Fnediich W^ilhelm’s hearing, as 
fe the warlike powers of the Prussian State, and Whether the 
Eng of Prussia could on Ms own strength ma iutMrv a stand- 
% ariiy of 1S,0®0? Wl&out subsidies, do you think, so 
as 15,000 ? FrieteA Wilhelm, incensed at the thing 
and at the tcme, is reported to have said with heat : ^ Yes, 
80,000 whereat the military men slightly wagged their 
^ Foirster, i, 138. 
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heads, letting the matter drop for the present. But he makes 
it good by degrees ; twofold or threefold ; — ^and wiU have an 
army of from seventy to a hundred-thousand before he dies,^ 
the best-drilled of fighting men ; and what adds much to the 
wonder, a full Treasury withal. This is the Brandenburg 
Spartan King ; acquainted with National Economics. Alone 
of existing Kings he lays-by money annually ; and is laying-by 
many other and far more precious things, for Prussia and the 
little Boy he has here. 

Friedrich Wilhelm’s passion for drilling, recruiting and per- 
fecting his army attracted much notice: laughing satirical 
notice, in the hundred mouths of common rumour, which he 
regarded little ; and notice iracund and minatory, when it led 
him into collision with the independent portions of mankind, 
now and then. This latter sort was not pleasant, and some- 
times looked rather serious; but this too he contrived always 
to digest in some tolerable manner. He continued drilling 
and recruiting, — we may say not his Army only, but his 
Nation in all departments of it, — as no man before or since 
ever did : increasing, by every devisable method, the amount 
of potential-battle that lay in him and it. 

In a military, and also in a much deeper sense, he may be 
defined as the great Drill-sergeant of the Prussian Nation. 
Indeed this had been the function of the Hohenzollems all 
along; this difficult, unpleasant and indispensable one of 
drilling. From the first appearance of Burggraf Friedrich, 
Ifith good words and with Heavy Peg^ in the wreck of 
anarchic Brandenburg, and downwards ever since, this has 
steadily enough gone on. And ndt a little good drilling 
these populations have had, first and last; just orders given 
them (wise and just, which to a respectable degree were 
Heaven’s orders m well) : and certainly Heavy Peg, for 
instance, — Heavy Peg, bringing Quitzow’s strong House about 

* ^72,000 field-troops, 30,000 garrison- troops ’ (EUtrrtich* 

isikm Veterans^ Breslan, 1788, i. 64). 
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his ears, — ^was a respectable drummer"s-cat to enforce the 
same. This has been going on these Three-hundred years. 
But Friedrich Wilhelm completes the process ; finishes it off 
to the last pitch of perfection. Friedrich Wilhelm carries 
it through every fibre and cranny of Prussian Business, and 
so far as possible, of Prussian Life ; so that Prussia is all a 
drilled phalanx, ready to the word of command ; and what 
we see in the Army is but the last consummate essence of 
what exists in the Nation everywhere. That was Friedrich 
Wilhelm’s function, made ready for him, laid to his hand by 
his Hohenzollem foregoers; and indeed it proved a most 
beneficent function. 

For I have remarked that, of all things, a Nation needs 
first to be drilled; and no Nation that has not first been 
governed by so-called ‘ Tyrants,’ and held tight to the curb 
till it became perfect in its paces and thoroughly amenable to 
rule and law, and heartily respectful of the same, and totally 
abhorrent of the want of the same, ever came to much in this 
world. England itself, in foolish quarters of England, still 
howls and execrates lamentably over its William Conqueror, 
and rigorous line of Normans and Plantagenets ; but without 
them, if you will consider well, what had it ever been ? A 
gluttonous race of Jutes and Angles, capable of no grand 
combinations ; lumbering about in potbellied equanimity ; not 
dreaming of heroic toil and silence and endurance, such as 
leads to the high places of this Universe, and the golden 
mountain-tops where dwell the Spirits of ihe Dawn. Their 
very ballotboxes and sufirages, what they caE their ‘ Liberty,’ 
if these mean ‘liberty,’ and axe such a road to Heaven, 
Anglo-Saxon highroad thither, — could never have been pos- 
sible for them on such terms. How could they ? Noting 
but collision, intolerable interpressure (as of men w# perpen- 
di^axX and consequent battle often supervening^ could have 
appointed those undrilled Anglo-Saxons ; 
beEied equanimity itself continuing liable to perpetual inter- 
ruptions, as in the Heptarchy time. An enlmhtened PnbhV 
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does not reflect on these things at present ; hut will again 
by and by. Looking with human eyes over the that 

now is, and over the America and the Australia, from pole to 
pole; and then iKtening to the Constitutional litaSm of 
Dryasdust, and his lamentations on the old Norman and 
Plantagenet Kings, and his recognition of departed merit and 
causes of efiects, — ^the mind of man is struck dumb ! 


' CHAPTER IV 
HIS majesty’s ways 

Feiedkich Wilhelm’s History is one of Economics ; which 
study, so soon as there are Kings again in this world, will be 
precious to them. In that happy state of matters, Friedrich 
Wilhelm’s History will well reward study; and teach by 
example, in a very simple and direct manner. In what is 
called the Political, Diplomatic, ‘Honour-to-be’ department, 
there is not, nor can ever be, much to be said of him ; this 
Economist King having always kept himself well at home, and 
looked steadily to his own affairs. So that for the present he 
has, as a King, next to nothing of what is called History ; 
and it is only as a fellow-man, of singular faculty, and in a 
most peculiar and conspicuous situation, that he can be 
interesting to mankind. To us he has, as Father and daily 
teacher and master of young Fritz, a continual interest ; and 
we must note the master’s ways, and the main phenomena of 
the workshop as they successively tirnied up, for the sake of 
the notable Apprentice serving there. 

: He not tall of stature, this arbitrary King: a florid- 
eomplexicmed stout-built man ; of serious, sincere, authoritative 
face ; his attitudes and equipments veay Spartan in type. Man 
Of firm stature ; stands (in Pesne’s best Portraits of him) 
at bis eas^il^^ like a tower. Most solid; ‘plumb and 
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rather more ’ ; eyes steadfastly awake ; cheeks sliglutly com- 

pressed, too, which iing the mouth rather forward; as if 
asking silently, ‘Anything astir, then? All right here?’ 
Face, figure and bearing, all in him is expressive of robust 
insight, and direct determination; of healthy energy, prac- 
ticality, tmquestioned authority, — a certain air of royalty 
reduced to its simplest form. The face, in Pictures by Pesne 
and others, is not beautiful or agreeable ; healthy, genuine, 
authoritative, is the best you can say of it. Yet it may have 
been, what it is described as being, originally handsome. 
High enough arched brow, rather copious cheeks and jaws ; 
nose smallish, inclining to be stumpy ; large gray eyes, bright 
with steady fire and life, often enough gloomy and severe, but 
capable of jolly laughter too. Eyes * naturally with a kind 
of laugh in them,’ says Pdllnitz ; — which laugh Waze-out 
into fearful thunderous rage, if you give him provocation. 
Especially if you lie to him ; for that he hates above all 
things. Look him straight in the face : be fancies he can 
see in your eyes, if there is an internal mendacity in you : 
wherefore you must look at him in speaking; aadh is his 
standing order. 

His hair is fiaxen, falling into the ashgray or darker ; fine 
copious flowing hair, while he wore it natural. But it SOOtt 
got tied into dubs, in the military style ; and at length it 
was altogether rxopped away, ai^ rejdaced hrowB, and at 
last by white, round wigs. Which latter abo, thoci|^ bad 
wigs, became him not amiss, under his co«ked4at and ooekade, 
says Pollnitz.^ The voice, I guess, even whea not lowi, was 
of clangoroos and penetrating, quasi-metallic nature; and I 
learn expressly once, that it had a nasal quality in it.® His 
Majesty spoke through the nose; snufilbd his speedh^ in an 
ean^t ominously plangent manner. Ih angry 
whi<^ were frequent, it must have been — ^unpleasant to listen 
to. For the rest, a handsome man of ^ Tudii>y • con- 
^^ously well-built in limbs and body, and (Mieately finidhcd- 
* Mtmirm {BerBn, 1791), ii. 568. * Basdung, £eMSs** i 5 «*. 
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off to the very extremities. His feet and kgs, says Pdllnitz, 
were very fine. The hands, if he would have taken care of 
thena, were beautifully white ; fingers long and thin ; a hand 
at once nimble to grasp, delicate to feel, and strong to clutch 
and hold : what may be called a beautiful hand, because it is 
the usefulest. 

Nothing could exceed his Majesty’s simplicity of habitudes. 
But one loves especially in him his scrupulous attention to 
cleanliness of person and environment He washed like a very 
Mussulman, five times a day ; loved cleanliness in all things, 
to a superstitious extent ; which trait is pleasant in the rugged 
man, and indeed of a piece with the rest of his character. 
He is gradually changing all his silk and other cloth room- 
i'lirniture ; in his hatred of dust, he will not suffer a floor- 
carpet, even a stuffed chair ; but insists on having all of wood, 
where the dtist may be prosecuted to destruction.^ Wife and 
womankind, and those that take after them, let such have 
stuffing and sofas: he, for his part, sits on mere wooden chairs; 
— sits, and also thinks and acts, after the manner of a 
Hyperborean Spartan, which he was. He ate heartily, but 
as a rough farmer and hunter eats ; country messes, good 
roast and boiled; despising the French Cook, as an entity 
without meaning for him. His favourite dish at dinner was 
bacon and greens, rightly dressed; what could the French 
Cook do for such a man ? He ate with rapidity, almost with 
indiscriminate violence : his object not quality but quantity. 
He drank too, but did not get drunk : at the Doctor’s order 
he could abstain ; and had in later years abstained. Pollnitz 
praises his fineness of complexion, the originally eminent 
whiteness of his skin, which he had tanned and bronzed by 
hard riding and hunting, and otherwise worse discoloured by his 
manner of feeding, and digesting : alas, at last his waistcoat 
came to measure, I am afraid to say how many Prussian ells, 
— a very considerable diameter indeed 1 ^ 

For some yeai-s after his accession he still appeared occa- 

» Ffirster, i. ao 8 . ® i. 163 . 
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sionally in ^burgher dress,’ or unmilitaxy clothes; ^ brown 
English coat, yellow waistcoat ’ and the other indispensables. 
But this fashion became rarer with him every year; and 
ceased altogether (say Chronologists) about the year 1719 : 
after mich he appeared always simply as Colonel of the 
Potsdam Guards (his own Lifeguard Regiment) in simple 
Prussian uniform : close military coat ; blue, with red cuifs 
and collar, buff waistcoat and breeches ; white linen gaiters to 
the knee. He girt his sword about the loins, well out of the 
mud ; walked always with a thick bamboo in his hand. Steady, 
not slow of step ; with his triangular hat, cream- white round 
wig (in his older days), and face tending to purple, — ^the eyes 
looking out mere investigation, sharp swift authority, and 
dangerous readiness to rebuke and set the cane in motion : — 
it was so he walked abroad in this earth ; and the common 
run of men rather fled his approach than courted it. 

For, in fact, he was dangerous; and would ask in an 
alarming manner, ^Who are you?’ Any fantastic, much 
more any suspicious-looking person, might fare the worse. 
An idle lounger at the street-corner he has been known to hit 
over the crown; and peremptorily dispatch: ^Home, Sirrah, 
and take to some work 1 ’ That the Applewomen be en- 
couraged to knit, while waiting for custom ; — encouraged and 
quietly constrained, and at length packed away, and their stalls 
taken from them, if unconstrainable, — ^there has, as we 
observed, an especial rescript been put forth; very curious 
to read.^ 

Dandiacal figures, nay people looking like Frenchmen, idle 
flaunting women even, — ^better for them to be going. ‘ Who 
are you ? ’ and if you lied or prevaricated Q Mr iUcke vmch 
gerade an^ Look me in the face, then ! ’), or even stumbled, 
hesitated, and gave suspicion of prevaricating, it might be 
worse for you. A soft answer is less effectual tibian a prompt 
clear one, to turn away wrath. ^ A Cemiiicdm Thsohgicei 
your Majesty,’ answered a handfast threadbare youth one day, 

' * * ^ Itt Rodenbeck, p* 15. ^ ^ 
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’^gn^lj^uestioned in titds manner. — ^‘WEere fcom?’ ‘Berlin, 
our Majesty.’ — ^‘Hm, na, the Berliners are a good-fia- 
nothing set.’ ‘Yes, truly, too many of them; but there are 
except^ns; I two.’— ‘Two? which then?’ ‘Yoor 

Mai^ty myself ! ’—Majesty bursts into a laugh: the 

Carrdidatus was got examined by the Conastoriums, and 
Authorities proper in that mattm:, and put into a diaplaincy. 


This King did not love the Frendi, or their fashions, at all. 
We said he dismissed the big Pmruke, — put it on for tlm last 
time at bis Father’s funeral, so far did filial jnety go ; and 
o..Ved it aside, dismissmg it, nay bamming and jm). 


into the world with quite other auns than that of wearing 
htr oerukes, and, regardless of expense, playii^ Imrst-fix^ to 
nx of VCTsaiUes, wbich latter is itself pabaps a rather 
T1\L animal. Of Friedrich Wilhelm’s taxm ^ ti 
Id ‘Wig-inspectors,’ and the feats they did, plnddi^off 
neriwigs on the street to sae if the goTCrimwnWai!^ 

Sd to d»»or.ge wwot,. .t 

■ scratch or useful Welsh-wig, among mank^ 

^Tao£ other similar things, I could speak ; 

incident, whiA occurred once in ^ miew-gm^^«i 
, Skirts of Berlin, wiU suffice to mark his temi^m that 

■ ^ Zs old, who of course heard mndi tempor^ a^ised 
®^jSary, direct md obUqne, triumphant ^ h^, 

^bellious female sighs, on occaaon of a»h a 

t Bothenburg, Frossian by birih,^ an aommpahed 
f ^n tZ <hplomatie id other Imes 

oted ^ 
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other trimmings. He, and a group of dashing followers and 
adherents, were accustomed to go about in that guise ; very 
capable of .proving infectious to mankind. What is to be 
done with them ? thinks the anxious Father of his People. 
They were to appear at the ensuing grand Review, as Fried- 
rich Wilhelm understood. Whereupon Friedrich Wilhelm 
took his measures in private. Dressed up, namely, his 
Scavenger-Executioner people (what they call Prqfossen in 
Prussian regiments) in an enormous exaggeration of that 
costume ; cocked-hats about an ell in diameter, wigs reaching 
to the houghs, with other fittings to match : these, when 
Count Rothenburg and his company appeared upon the 
ground, Friedrich Wilhelm summoned out, with some trumpet- 
peal or burst of field-music ; and they solemnly crossed Count 
Rothenburg’s field of vision ; the strangest set of Phantasms 
he had seen lately. Awakening salutary reflections in him.^ 
Fancy that scene in History ; Friedrich Wilhelm for comic- 
symbolic Dramaturgist. Gods and men (or at least Houyhnm 
horses) might have saluted it with a Homeric laugh, — so 
huge and vacant is it, with a suspicion of real humour too : 
— but the men were not permitted, on parade, more than 
a silent grin, or general irrepressible rustling murmur ; and 
only the gods laughed inextinguishably, if so disposed. The 
Scavenger-Executioners went back ftp their place ; and Count 
Rothenburg took a plain German costume, so long as he 
continued in those parts. 

Friedrich Wilhelm has a dumb rough wit and mockery, of 
that kind, on many occasions ; not without geniality in its 
Brobdingnag emggeration and simplicity. Like a wild-hear 
of the woods taking his sport ; with some sense of humour 
in the rough skin of him. Very capable of seeir^ through 
pimp tuous c(^t^ and respectful of realities aloue. Not 
in smnptuosity,, but m f|ipit,„idoes this 

^ Fdister, i. 165 ; Fassmann, Lebcn und Thafen des alUrdurchlauchtigsten 
ttc. KSnigi Premstn FrtderiH Wilkelmi (Hamburg nnd Breslau, I73S), 
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King see his salvation ; so has Nature constructed him : and 
the world which has long lost its Spartans, will see again an 
original North-German Spartan ; and shriek a good deal over 
him ; Nature keeping her own counsel the while, and as it 
were, laughing in her sleeve at the shrieks of the flunky 
world. For Nature, when she makes a Spartan, means a good 
deal by it ; and does not expect instant applauses, but only 
gradual and lasting. 

^For my own part,' exclaims a certain Editor once, perceive well 
there was never yet any great Empire founded, Roman, English, down 
to Prussian or Dutch, nor in fact any great mass of work got achieved 
under the Sun, hut it was founded even upon this humble-looking 
quality of Thrift, and became achievable in virtue of the same. Which 
will seem a strange doctrine, in these days of gold-nuggets, railway- 
fortunes, and miraculous sumptuosities regardless of expense. Earnest 
readers are invited to consider it, nevertheless. Though new, it is very 
old ; and a sad meaning lies in it to us of these times ! That you have 
squandered in idle fooleries, building where there was no basis, your 
Hundred-thousand Sterling, your Eight-hundred Million Sterhng, is to 
me a comparatively small matter. You may still again become rich, 
if you have at last become wise. But if you have wasted your capacity 
of strenuous, devoutly-valiant labour, of patience, perseverance, self- 
denial, faith in the causes of effects ; alas, if your once just judgment of 
what is worth something and what is worth nothing, has been wasted, and 
your silent steadfast reliance on the general veracities, of yourself and of 
things, is no longer there, — ^then indeed you have had a loss I You are, 
in fact, an entirely bankrupt individual ; as you will find by and by. 
Yes ; and though you had California in fee-simple ; and could buy ^ 
the upholsteries, groceries, funded-properties, temporary (very temporary) 
landed properties of the world, at one swoop, it would avail you nothing. 
Henceforth for you no harvests in the Seedfield of this Universe, which 
reserves its salutary bounties, and noble heaven-sent gifts, for quite 
other than you ; and I would not give a pin's value for all you will ever 
reap there. Mere imaginary harvests, sacks of nuggets and the like ; 
empty as the east-wind ; — with all the Demons laughing at you I Do 
you consider that Nature too is a swollen flunky, hungry for vails ; and 
can be taken-in with your sublime airs of sumptuosity, and the large 
balance you actually hi^ve in Lombard-street? Go to the— General 
Cesspool, with your ungg e|s and your ducats ! ’ 

The flunky world, much stript of its plush and fat per- 

von. I. ? 
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quisites, accuses Friedrich Wilhelm bitterly of avarice and the 
cognate vices. But it is not so ; intrinsically, in the main, 
his procedure is to be defined as honourable thrift, — ^verging 
towards avarice here and there ; as poor human virtues 
usually lean to one side or the other ! He can be magnificent 
enough too, and grudges no expense, when the occasion seems 
worthy. If the occasion is inevitable, and yet not quite 
worthy, I have known him have recourse to strange shifts. 
The Czar Peter, for example, used to be rather often in the 
Prussian Dominions, oftenest on business of his own : such 
a man is to be royally defrayed while with us ; yet one 
would wish it done cheap. Posthorses, ‘two-hundred and 
eighty-seven at every station,’ he has firom the Community ; 
but the rest of his expenses, from Memel all the way to 
Wesel ? Friedrich Wilhelm’s marginal response to his Finanz- 
Directorkm, requiring orders once on that subject, runs in 
the following strange tenour: ‘Yes, all the way (except 
Berlin, which I take upon myself) ; and observe, you contrive 
to do it for 6,000 thalers ( 900 Z.),’ — ^which is uncommonly 
cheap, about IZ. per mile ; — ‘ won’t allow you one other 
penny (nit einen Pfennig geie mehr dazu) ; but you are (sollen 
Sief this is the remarkable point, ‘ to give-out in the world 
that it costs me from Thirty to Forty Thousand ! ’ ^ So that 
here is the Majesty of Prussia, who beyond all men abhors 
lies, giving orders to tell one ? Alas, yes ; a kind of lie, or 
fib (white fib, or even gray), the pinch of Thrift compelling ! 
But what a window into ^e artless inner-man of his Majesty, 
even that gray fib ; — ^not done by oneself, but ordered to be 
done by the servant, as if that were cheaper ! 

‘ Verging upon avarice,’ sure enough : but, unless we are 
unjust and unkind, he can by no means be described as a 
Miser King. He collects what is Ms ; gives you accurately 
Tdiat is yours. For wages paid he mil see work done ; he 
will ascertain more and more tibat the work done be work 
B^dful for him j, and strike it off, if not. A Spartan maai, 
^ i?.i7 : FBrster, L 213. 
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as we said, — ^though probably he knew as little of the 
Spartans as the Spartans did of him. But Nature is stiU 
capable of such products : if in Hellas long ages since, why 
not in Brandenburg now ? 


CHAPTER V 
FKIEDMCH WILHELM’S ONE WAS 

One of Fritz’s earliest strong impressions from the outer 
world chanced to be of War, — so it chanced, though he had 
shown too little taste that way, and could not, as yet, under- 
stand such phenomena ; — and there must have been much 
senai-articulate questioning and dialoguing with Dame de 
Roucoulles, on his part, about the matter now going on. 

In the year 1715, little Fritz’s third year, came grand 
doings, not of drill only, but of actual war and fighting : the 
‘ Stralsund Expedition,’ Friedrich Wilhelm’s one feat in that 
Jjjnd. Huge rumour of which fills naturally the maternal 
heart, the Berlin Palace drawing-rooms ; and occupies, with 
new vivid interests, all imaginations young and old. For tte 
actual battle-drums are now beating, the big cannon-wains 
are creaking under way ; and military men take farewdl, and 
march, tramp, tramp; Majesty in grenadier-guard uniform 
at their head : horse, foot and artfilery ; northward to Stral- 
sund on the Baltic shore, where a terrible human lion 1^ 
taken up his lair lately. Charles xn. of Sweden, namely ; he 
has broken out of Turkish Bender or Demotica, and ended 
Ms obstinate torpor, at last; has ridden fourteen or sixteen 
days, he and a groom or two, through desolate step^ and 
mountain wildernesses, through crowded dangerous cities ; ^ 

‘ came by Vienna and by Cassel, then through Pommem ; 
leaving his ‘ royal train of two-thousand person to o ow 
at its leisure. He, for his part, has ridden wiAout par^ 
forward, ever forward, in darkest incogmto, the mdefati^le 
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man ; — and finally, on Old-Hallo wmas Eve (22d-llth Novem- 
ber 1714), far in the night, a Horseman, with two others 
still following him, travel-splashed, and ^ white with snow/ 
drew bridle at the gate of Stralsund ; and, to the surprise of 
the Swedish sentinel there, demanded instant admission to the 
Gk)vemor. The Governor, at first a little surly of humour, 
saw gradually how it was ; sprang out of bed, and embraced 
the knees of the snowy man ; Stralsund in general sprang out 
of bed, and illuminated itself, that same Hallow-Eve : — and 
in brief, Charles xn., after five years of eclipse, has reappeared 
upon the stage of things ; and menaces the world, in his old 
fashion, from that City. From which it becomes urgent to 
many parties, and at last to Friedrich Wilhelm himself, that 
he be dislodged. 

The root of this Stralsund story belongs to the former 
rdgn, as did the grand apparition of Charles xn. on the 
theatre of European History, and the terror and astonish- 
ment he created there. He is now thirty-three years old ; 
and only the winding-up, both of him and of the Stralsund 
story, falls within our present field. Fifteen years ago, it 
was like the bursting of a cataract of bombshells in a dull 
ballroom, the sudden appearance of this young fighting Swede 
among the luxurious Kings and Kinglets of the North, all 
lounging about and languidly minuetting in thab manner, 
r^ardless of expense ! Friedrich iv. of Denmark rejoiciiig 
over red-wine; August the Strong gradually producing Ms 
^three-hundred and fifty-four bastards’;^ these and other 
neighbours had confidently stept in, on viudous pretexts ; 
thinking to help themselves from the young mantis properties, 
who was still a minor; whm tihe young mMor snddmdy de^ 
vdoped himself as a major and maximas, and turned out to 
be OTich a Fire-King among th^n ! 

In consequence of which there had been no end of Northern 
‘IriiiPes . .all .'through '-tibe 'liOuis^Foteteen^ 

* M 4 moires B^srnth (Wifiielinma’s Book, Londtes, 1812), i« iir. 
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borough ‘grand " Succession War^ a special ^Northern War’ 
bad burnt or smouldered on its own score ; Swedes verms 
Saxons, Russians and Danes, bickering in weary intricsite 
contest, and keeping those Northern regions in smoke if not on 
fire. Charles xii., for the last five years (ever since Pultawa^ 
and the summer of 1709), had lain obstinately dormant in 
Turkey ; urging the Turks to destroy ' Czar Peter. Which 
they absolutely could not, though they now and then tried ; 
and Viziers not a few lost their heads in consequence. Charles 
lay sullenly dormant; Danes meanwhile operating upon his 
Holstein interests and adjoining territories ; Saxons, Russians, 
battering continually at Swedish Pommem, continually march- 
ing thither, and then marching home again, without success, — 
always through the Brandenburg Territory, as they needs 
must. Which latter circumstance Friedrich Wilhelm, while 
yet only Crown-Prince, had seen with natural displeasure, 
could that have helped it. But Charles xn. would not yield 
a whit ; sent orders peremptorily, from his bed at Bender or 
Demotica, that there must be no surrender. Neither could 
the sluggish enemy compel surrender. 

So that, at length, it had grown a feeble wearisome welter 
of inextricable strifes, with worn-out combatants, exhausted of 
all but their animosity ; and seemed as if it would never end. 
Inveterate ineffective war; ruinous to all good interests in 
those parts. What miseries had Holstein from it, which last 
to our own day ! Mecklenburg also it involved in sore troubles, 
which lasted long enough, as we shall see. But Brandmibui^, 
above all, may be impatient; Brandenburg, which has no 
business with it except that of unlucky neighbourhood- One 
of Friedrich Wilhelm’s very first operations, as Ring, was to 
end this ugly state of matters, which he had witne^ed with 
impatience, as Prince, for a long while. 

He had hailed even the Treaty of Utrecht with welcome, in 
hopes it might at least end these Northern brabbles. This 
the Treaty of Utrecht tried to do, but could not : however, it 
gave him back his Prussian Kghting Men; which he has 
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already increased by six regiments, raised, we may perceive, on 
tbe ruins of his late court-flunkies and dismissed goldsticks ; — 
with these Friedrich Wilhelm will try to end it himself. 
These he at once ordered to form a Camp on his frontier, 
close to that theatre of contest; and signified now with 
emphasis, in the beginning of 171S, that he decidedly wished 
there were peace in those Pommem regions. Negotiations in 
consequence;^ very wide negotiations, Louis xiv. and the 
Kaiser Jending hand, to pacify these fighting Northern Kings 
and their Czar : at length the Holstein Government, repre- 
senting their sworn ally, Charles xn., on the occasion, made an 
offer which seemed promising. They proposed that Stettin 
and its dependencies, the strong frontier Town, and, as it were, 
key of Swedish Pommem, should be evacuated by the Swedes, 
and be garrisoned by neutral troops, Prussians and Holsteinera 
in equal number; which neutral troops shall prohibit any 
hostile attack of Pommem from without, Sweden engaging not 
to make any attack through Pommem from within. That 
will be as good as peace in Pommem, till we get a general 
Swedish Peace. With which Friedrich Wilhelm gladly 
complies.^ 

Unhappily, however, the Swedish Commandant in Stettin 
would not give up the place, on any representative or secondary 
authority; not without an express order in his King’s own 
hand. Which, as his King was far away, in abstruse Turkish 
circumstances and localities, could not be had at the moment; 
and involved new diflficulties and uncertainties^ new delay which 
might itself be fatal. The end was, the Russians and Saxons 
had to cannonade the man out by regular siege : they then 
gave up the Town to P^ssia and Holsteiti ; but required Jfirst 
to be paid their expenses incurred in sieging it,— 400,000 
thalers, as they computed and dmonStrated, of somewhere 
about 60,00 OZ. of our money. 

Friedrich Wilhelm paid the money (Hblsteiii not having a 
grosdhen); took possession of the Town, and dependent towns 
* loth Jant 1713 1 Bttchhak, i 21. * 22d June 1713 : Idtd. i. 21. 
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and forts ; intending well to keep them till repaid. This was 
in October 171S; and ever since, there has been actual 
tranquillity in those parts : the embers of the Northern War 
may still bum or smoulder elsewhere, but here they are quite 
extinct. At first, it was a joint possession of Stettin, 
Holsteiners and Prussians in equal number ; and if Friedrich 
Wilhelm had been sure of his money, so it would have con- 
tinued. But the Holsteiners had paid nothing ; Charles xn.'^s 
sanction never could be expressly got, and the Holsteiners were 
mere dependants of his. Better to increase our Prussian force, 
by degrees ; and, in some good way, with a minimum of 
violence, get the Holsteiners squeezed out of Stettin ; Friedrich 
Wilhelm has so ordered and contrived. The Prussian force 
having now gradually increased to double in this important 
garrison, the Holsteiners are quietly disarmed, one night, and 
ordered to depart, under penalties ; — ^which was done. Holding 
such a pawnticket as Stettin, buttoned in our own pocket, we 
count now on being paid our 60,OOOZ. before parting with it. 

Matters turned out as Friedrich William had dreaded they 
might. Here is Charles xn. come back; inflexible as cold 
Swedish iron ; will not hear of any Treaty dealing with his pro- 
perties in that manner ; Is he a bankrupt, then, that you will 
sell his towns by auction ? Charles does not, at heart, believe 
that Friedrich Wilhelm ever really paid the 60,000L ; Charles 
demands, for his own part, to have his own Swedish Town of 
Stettin restored to him ; and has not the least intention, or 
indeed ability, to pay money. Vain to answer : ^ Stettin, for 
the present, is not a Swedish Town ; it is a Prussian Pawn- 
ticket I ’ — ^There was much negotiation, correspondence ; Louis 
XIV. and the Kaiser stepping in again to produce setdement 
To no purpose. Louis, gallant old Bankrupt, tried hard to 
take Charles’s part with effect But he had, himself, no mon^ 
now; could only try finessing by ambassadors, tiy a little 
menacing by them; neither of which profited. Fnednch 
Wilhelm, wanting only peace on his borders, after fift^ y^ 
of extraneous uproar there, has paid 60,000Z. in hard cas 
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have it : repay him that sum, with promise of peace on his 
borders, he will then quit Stettin ; till then not. Big words 
from a French Ambassador in big wig, will not suffice- 
^ Bullying goes for nothing (Bci/fige fnMh^n ’ — ^the 

thing covenanted for will need to be done ! Poor Louis the 
Great, whom we now call ^ Ba/nTcrupt-GcxeB.tj died while these 
affairs were pending ; while Charles, his ally, was arguing and 
battling against all the world, with only a grandiloquent 
Ambassador to help him from Louis. trap ami la 

guerre^'' said Louis at his death, addressing a new small Louis 
(five years old), his great-grandson and successor : ^ I have 
been too fond of war ; do not imitate me in that, m rrCimitez 
fosen Which counsel also, as we shall see, was con- 

siderably lost in air. 

Friedricfa Wilhelm had a true personal regard for 
Charles xn., a man made in many respects after his own 
heart; and would fain have persuaded him into softer 
behaviour. But it was to no purpose. Charles would not 
listen to reasons of policy; or believe that his estate was 
bankrupt, or that his towns could be put in pawn. Danes, 
Saxons, Russians, even George i. of England (George having 
just bought, of the Danish Song, who had got hold of it, a 
great Hanover bargain, Bremen and Verden, on cheap terms, 
from the quasi-bankrupt estate of poor Charles), — ^have to 
combiue against him, and see to put him down. Among 
whom Prussia, at length actually attacked by Charles in the 
Stettin r^ons, has reluctantly to take the leadi in that 
represdve movement. On the 28th of April 1716, Friedrich 
Wilhdm declares war against Charles ; is already on march, 
with a great force, towards Stettin§ to coerce and repress said 
Chadtes* No help for it, so sore as |fc goes against us : ^ Why 
wffl the very King whom I most i^peet isompel me to be Ms 
saii Fiiedbi 

^ xst September 1715. 

f deBrmdahHr^^ L 132; Buchholz, i. 28. 
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One of Friedrich Wilhelm’s originalities is his farewell 
Order and Instruction, to his Three chief Ministers, on this 
occasion. Ugon, Dohna, Prinzen, tacit dusky figures, whom 
we meet in Prussian Books, and never gain the least idea of, 
except as of grim, rather cunning, most reserved antiquarian 
gentlemen, — a kind of human iron-safes, solemnly filled (under 
triple and quadruple patent-locks) with what, alas, has now all 
grown waste-paper, dust and cobweb, to us : — ^these three 
reserved cunning Gentlemen are to keep a thrice-watchfol eye 
on all subordinate boards and persons, and see well that 
nobody nod or do amiss. Brief weekly report to his Majesty 
will be expected ; stafiettes, should cases of hot haste occur : 
any questions of yours are Ho be put on a sheet of paper 
folded down, to which I can write marginalia ’ : if nothing 
particular is passing, ^ nit schreiben, you don’t write.’ Pay out 
no money, except what falls due by the Books ; none ; — ^if an 
extraordinary case for payment arise, consult my Wife, and 
she must sign her order for it. Generally in matters of any 
moment, consult my Wife ; but her only, ^ except her and the 
Privy Councillors, no mortal is to poke into my afiairs ’ : I say 
no mortal, ^ sonst Tcein MenschJ* 

^My Wife shall be told of all things,’ he says elsewhm-e, 
‘ and counsel asked of her.’ The rugged Paterfamilias, but 
the human one I ^ And as I am a man,’ continues he, ^ and 
may be shot dead, I command you and all to take care of 
Fritz (,/wr Fritz zu sorgen)^ as God shall reward you. And 
I give you all. Wife to begin with, my curse (mekim Fhjch\ 
that God may punish you in Time and Eternity, if you do 
not, after my death,’-— do what, 0 Heavens bury me in 
the vault of the Schlosskirche,’ Palace - Church at Berlin 1 
< And you shall make no grand to-do (Icem _Fes{) on the 
occasion. On your body and life, no festivals and ceremomalsy 
except that the regiments one after the other fire a volley 
over me.’ Is not this an ursine man-of-genius, in some sort, 
as we once defined him? He adds suddenly, and concludes: 
‘ I am assured you will manage everything with all the exact- 
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'i'liwnstulk, rhji‘d\ hy tin* ninrsh tVvt’m ami cotilhuiouB rains. 
HtmUuml Itiw la-iu taken. tltat, by Fnissian sieging; ns 
niti men. fnnn the {Jimt i’.leettn’s ti«»*, sliil miu'mlHfr.* To 

t’enu teeiitli'* inenaeing Amltjmwlor, Frktlrifh Willidm 
w»«» tt* intimatr that imhiti big bullying wortia will not 
takf it, but that l*itietinii guns ami aicsj, on a just ground, 
still may. 

The ib lails of this Siege of SlmlsuiKl are all on record, 
ami Iwwl a rertain fame in tlte worhi ; but, except a« 
a distant etlm, most nut etuuTm iw hen?. It lastai till 
midwinter, under » untuuw! tiiw> muuter - movements and 
di 1" ! .*• wdlii s from the .Sw^ilbh lion, NtnuKling at Iwy 
{hero against all the world. llul Friwlrieh Wilhelm was 
vigilam'e ilM-lf; and he hw! his Anluilt-lfessmjs with him, 
Ilia |ljir»k». Hnddenhrmks, I’inki u .te!n;. veteran men and 
eaptain*. wfio hml harnwi their art under Marlborough and 
Kugene, 'I’he I, ion King’s heioe «dlicH, ami thmjwmtc valour, 
rfitdd not a*iu!. I'oint atler j«dnt wiw lost for him. Kdpjren, 
a Prussian I jeutenant t*«»h»m‘l, native to tlm plaee, who has 
imllml in tlii*^* water* in lii* youth, remembers that, by 
•mling to the thin, you eouhl get round the extremity of 
tlmrtws main outer line. Kopjam sbiUa* his project, gets it 
ttjipirt»vr»t of ; wimI*** ;tri uofie'dy. with a sehset jrarty, uuder 
cittml of night ( tth of NmemlaT, eve of (Itmpowder day, a 
tnmt pold hot j»»iii ; other rankiaf FrussiBn battflJions awaiting 
intoiilly imtaiiie. with shmihlenal firelock, invisible in the dwk, 
whiit will batmie of him. Kopften wades sucosisfully; seizes 
the fin*t liiilt«*ry of saitl lino, -masters said lines with its 
batterii**, the olitsido battalions and he. Irrtprwibly, with 
horrildo hjsiwii' fn»in without ami from within ; Uie flying 
»«wlw warwly getting up the Town drawbridge, as he 
cliiwtal them, 'llnit iinjamtant lino is lost to (Iharles. 

Melt llwy ttaik the l*h» of llfigon from him, which shuts 
• lobisili CJembei 167I (I'suli, v. aoj, aos). 
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up the harbour. Leopold of Anhalt -Dessau^ our rugged 
friend, in Danish boats, which were but ill navigated, con- 
trives, about a week after that Kbppen feat, to effect a landing 
on Itiigen at nightfall ; beats off the weak Swedish party ; — 
entrenches, palisades himself to the teeth, and lies down under 
arms. That latter was a wise precaution. For, about four 
in the morning, Charles comes in person, with eight pieces of 
cannon and four- thousand horse and foot : Charles is struck 
with amazement at the palisade and ditch Q Mein Gott^ who 
would have expected this ! ’ he was heard murmuring) ; dashes, 
like a fire-flood, against ditch and palisade ; tears at the 
pales himself, which prove impregnable to his cannon and 
him. He storms and rages forward, again and again, now 
here, now there ; but is met everywhere by steady deadly 
musketry; and has to retire, fruitless, about daybreak, him- 
self wounded, and leaving his eight cannons, and four-hundred 
slain. 

Poor Charles, there had been no sleep for him that night, 
and little for very many nights : ^ on getting to horse, on 
the shore at Stralsund, he fainted repeatedly ; fell out of 
one faint into another; but such was his rage, he always 
recovered himself, and got on horseback again.’ ^ Poor 
Charles : a bit of right royal Swedish -German stuff, after 
his kind ; and tragically iU bestead now at last ! This is his 
exit he is now making, — ^still in a consistent manner. It is 
fifteen years now since he waded ashore at Copenhagen, and 
first heard the bullets whistle round him. §ince which time, 
what a course has he run; crashing athwart all manner of 
ranked armies, diplomatic combinations, right onward, like 
a cannon-ball ; tearing off many solemn wigs in those 
Northern parts, and scattering them upon the winds,- — even 
m he did his own full -bottom wig, impatiently^ on that 
first day at Copoihagen, finding it unfurthenpome for actual 
business in kdUe.^ 

In ahcMt a month hence, the last impoitant hopip is 

^ Badihok, i. 36. * Kohlox, jqv. ai3» 
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forced ; Charles, himself seen fiercely fighting on the place, 
is swept back from his last homwork ; and the general storm, 
now altogether irresistible, is evidently at hand. On entreaty 
from his followers, entreaty often renewed, with tears even 
(it is said) and • on bended knees, Charles at last consents to 
go. He left no orders for snrrender; would not name the 
word ; ^left only ambiguous vague orders.’ But on the 19 th 
December 1715, he does actually depart; gets on hoard a 
little boat, towards a Swedish Mgate, which is lying above 
a mile out ; the whole road to which, between Riigen and the 
mainland, is now solid ice, and has to be cut as he proceeds. 
This slow operation, which lasted all day, was visible, and its 
meaning well known, in the besiegers’ lines. The Elng of 
Denmark saw it ; and brought a battery to bear upon it ; 
his thought had always been, that Charles should be captured 
or killed in Stralsund, and not allowed to get away. Fried- 
rich Wilhelm was of quite another mind, and had even used 
secret influences to that effect ; eager that Charles shoidd 
escape. It is said, he remonstrated very passionately with 
the Danish King and this battery of his ; nay, some add, since 
remonstrances did not avail, and the battery still threatened 
to fire, Friedridi Wilhelm drew-up a Prussian regiment or 
two at the muzdes of it, and said. You shall shoot us first, 
then.^ Which is a pleasant myth at least; and symbohcaJ 
of what the reality was. 

Charles reached his frigate about nightfall, but made little 
way from the place, owing to defect of wind. They say, 
he even heard the chamade beating in Stralsund next day, 
and that a Danish frigate had nearly takeii him ; both which 
statements are perhaps also a little myt^caL Certain only 
that he vanished at this point into Scandinavia; and gmeral 
Europe never saw him more. Vanished into a doud <E 
untenable schemes, guided by Alberoni, Baron Gortz an 
others ; wild schemes, financial, diplomatic, warlike, nothing 
not chimerical in them but his own unquenchable real energy: 

1 Kidifedte, p. 13S n. 
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— and found ms death (by assassination, as appears) in the 

trenches of Frederickshall, among the Norway Hills, one 
winter night, three years hence. Assassination instigated 
by the Swedish Official Persons, it is thought. The bullet 
passed through both his temples; he had clapt his hand 
upon the hilt of his sword, and was found leant against the 
parapet, in that attitude, — gone upon a long march now. 
So vanished Charles Twelfth ; the distressed Official Persons 
and Nobility exploding upon him in that rather damnable 
way, — ^anxious to slip their muzzles at any cost whatever. 
A man of antique character; true as a child, simple, even 
bashful, and of a strength and valour rarely exampled 
among men. Open-hearted Antique populations would have 
much worshipped such an Appearance; — Voltaire, too, for 
the artificial Modems, has made a mjrfch of him, of another 
type; one of those impossible cast-iron gentlemen, heroically 
mad, such as they show in the Playhouses, pleasant but not 
profitable, to an undiscerning Public.^ The last of the 
Swedish Kings died in this way ; and the unmuzzled Official 
Persons have not made much of kinging it in his stead. 
Charles died; and, as we may say, took the life of Sweden 
along with him ; for it has never shone among the Nations 
since, or been much worth mentioning, except for its mis- 
fortunes, spasmodic impotences and unwisdoms. 

Stralsund instantly beat the chamade, as we heard ; and 
all was surrender and subjection in those regions. Surrender; 
not yet pacification, not while Charles lived : nor for half-a- 
centory after his death, could Mecklenburg, Holstein-Gottorp, 
and other his confederates, escape a sad coil of calamities 
bequeathed by him to them. Friedrich Wilhelm returned to 
Berli^ victorious from his first, which was also his last 
Prussian Wax, in January 1716 ; and was doubtless a happy 
man, imt ^ to be buried in the Schlosskirche (indler penalty of 


^ London, 1740, 3 vols., 

te Sweto iie French) and Kohler {MUmielustiguf^en, ubi 
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God’s curse),’ but to find his little Fritz and Feekm, and aU 
the world, merry to see him, and all things put square again, 
abroad as at home. He forbade the ‘ triumphal entry’ which 
Berlin was preparing for him ; entered privately ; and ordered 
a thanksgiving sermon in all the chtnrches next Sunday. 


/ The DetM in Harness : Crevts the Finarice-Minister 

In the King’s absence nothing particcilar had occurred, — 
except indeed the walking of a dreadful Spectre, three nights 
over, in the corridors of the Palace at Berlin ; past the doors 
where our little Prince and Wilhelmina slept : bringing with 
it not airs from Heaven, we may fear, but blasts from the 
Other place ! The stalwart sentries shook in their paces, and 
became ‘half-dead’ from terror. ‘A horrible noise, one 
night,’ says Wilhelmina, ‘ when all were buried in sleep : all 
the world started up, thinking it was fire; but they were 
much surprised to find that it was a Spectre.’ Evident 
Spectre, seen to pass this way, ‘ and glide along that gallery, 
as if toward the apartments of the Queen’s Ladies.’ Captain 
of the Guard could find nothing in that gallery, or anywhere, 
and withdrew again : — ^but lo, it returns the way it^ went ! 
Stalwart sentries were found melted into actual deliquiuin of 
swooning, as the Preternatural swept-by this second tima 
‘ They said. It was the Deril in person ; raised by Swedish 
wizards to kill the Prince-Royal.’^ Poor Prince-Royal; 
sleeping sound, we hope ; little more than three years old at 
this time, and knowing nothing of it ! — ^AU Berlin talked of 
the affair. People dreaded it might be a ‘Spectre ot 
Swedish tendencies ; aiming to bum the Palac^ spint-off the 
Royal Children, and do one knew not what? . ^ 

Not that at all, by any means ! The Captam of the 
Guard, reinforcing himself to defiance even of the fteto- 
tiatmal, does, on the third or fourth appantioi^ dutch the 
Spectre ; finds him to be--a prowling Scullion of the Palace, 
1 Wilbelmina, Mhtoir&s tU Burcitht i* 
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and plenty more : readers of Wilhelmina’s Book are too well 
acquainted with them. Nor are expert Conjurors wanting ; 
capable to work strange feats with so plastic an element as 
Friedrich Wilhelm’s mind. Let this one short glimpse of 
such Subterranean-World be sufficient indication to the 
reader’s fancy, 

Ci'eutz was not dismissed, as some people had expected he 
might be. Creutz continues Finance-Minister ; makes a great 
figure in the fashionable Berlin world in these coming years, 
and is much talked of in the old Books, — though, as he 
works mostly underground, and merely does budgets and 
finance-matters with extreme talent and success, we shall hope 
to hear almost nothing more of him. Majesty, while Crown- 
Prince, when he first got his regiment from Papa, had found 
this Creutz ^Auditor’ in it; a poor but handsome fellow, 
with perhaps seven shillings a week to live upon ; but with 
such a talent for arranging, for reckoning and recording, in 
brief for controlling finance, as more and more charmed the 
royal mind.^ 

One of Majesty’s first acts was to appoint him Finance- 
Minister;^ and there he continued steady, not to be overset 
by little flaws of wind like this of the Spectre-Scullion’s 
raising. It is certain he did, himself, become rich ; and 
helped well to make his Majesty so. We are to fancy him his 
Majesty’s bottle-holder in that battle with the Finance Night- 
mares and Imbroglios, when so much had to be subjugated, 
and drilled into step, in that department. Evidently a long- 
headed cunning fellow, much of the Grumkow type ; stand- 
ing very low in Wilhelmina’s judgment ; and ill-seen, when 
not avoidable altogether, by the Queen’s Majesty. ^ The man 
was a puni^ Country Bailiff’s (AmtTncwinSy kind of Tax- 

1 Mauvillon {* Elder Mauvillon,* Anonymous)^ Ristoire de Fridiric Guillaume 

par M. de M * * * (Amsterdam et Leipzig, 1741)^ t 47 - A vague flimsy 

Compilation, --gives abundant ‘ State-Papers’ (to such as want them), and 
echoes of old Newspaper rumour. Very copious on Creutz. 

2 4th May 1713 : preuss, i. 349 »» 

VOL. I, ^ ^ 
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manager’s) son : from Auditor of a regiment,’ Papa’s own 
regiment, ‘he had risen to be Director of Finance, and a 
Minister of State. His soul was as low as his birth ; it was 
an assemblage of all the vices,’ ^ says Wilhelmina, in the 
language of exaggeration. — ^Let him stand by his budgets; 
keep well out of Wilhelmina’s and the Queen’s way ; — and 
very especially beware of coming on Gramkow’s field again. 


CHAPTER VI 
THE LITTLE DRUMMER 

This Siege of Stralsund, the last military scene of 
Charles xn., and the Ji/rsfi ever practically heard of by our 
little Fritz, who is now getting into his fourth year, and 
must have thought a great deal about it in his little head, — 
Papa and even Mamma being absent on it, and such a march- 
ing and rumouring going on all round him, — ^proved to be 
otherwise of some importance to little Fritz. 

Most of his Tutors were picked up by the careful Papa in 
this Stralsund business. Duhan de Jandun, a young French 
gentleman, family-tutor to General Count Dohna (a cousin of 
our Minister Dohna’s), but fonder of fighting than of teaching 
grammar; whom Friedrich Wilhelm found dding soldier’s 
work in the trenches, and liked the ways of ; he^ as the 
foundation-stone of tutorage, is to be first mentioned. And 
then Count Fink von Finkenstein, a distinguished veteran^ 
high in command (of whose qualities as Head-Tutor, or 
occasional travelling-guardian, Friedrich Wilhelm had ex- 
perience in his own young days^); and lieutenant-Colunel 
Ealkstein, a prisoner-of-war from the Swedish sdde, whom 
i. 16* 

® Bwgraphischts Lemkm oBer M^Men tmd MilUtdr Fersom^ wdcBe dwk 
.J^ms^ken^ JDimsim g^fnmhi hahm (4 vote. Berlin, ik ^*8/ 

I Finfeenstdn.'^A piafeewortny, inoiesfc, ©orrect Book, of its kfed ; WMftlSr 

We shall, m csl MUMi^-Lexi^m wli^'^referniigi it* ^ 
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Friedrich Wilhelm, judging well of him, adopts into his own 
service with this view : these Three come all from Stralsund 
Siege ; and were of vital moment to our little Fritz in the 
subsequent time. Colonel Seckendorf, again, who had a 
command in the Four-thousand Saxons here, and refreshed 
into intimacy a transient old acquaintance with Friedrich 
Wilhelm, — ^is not he too of terrible importance to Fritz and 
him ? As we shall see in time ! — 

For the rest, here is another little incident. We said it 
had been a disappointment to Papa that his little Fritz showed 
almost no appetite for soldiering, but found other sights 
more interesting to him than the drill-ground. Sympathise, 
then, with the earnest Papa, as he returns home one afternoon, 
— date not given, but to all appearance of that year 1715 , 
when there was such war-rumouring, and marching towards 
Stralsund ; — and found the little Fritz, with Wilhelmina 
looking over him, strutting about, and assiduously beating a 
little drum. 

The paternal heart ran over with glad fondness, invoking 
Heaven to confirm the omen. Mother was told of it; the 
phenomenon was talked of, — ^beautifulest, hopefulest of little 
drummers. Painter Pesne, a French Immigrant, or Importee, 
of the last reign, a man of great skill with his brush, whom 
History yet thanks on several occasions, was sent for ; or he 
heard of the incident, and volunteered his services. A Portrait 
of little Fritz drumming, with Wilhelmina looking on; to 
which, probably for the sake of colour and pictorial effect, a 
Blackamoor, aside with parasol in hand, grinning approbation, 
has been added, — ^was sketched, and dextrously worked out 
in oil, by Painter Pesne. Picture approved by mankind there 
and then. And it still hangs on the wall, in a perfect state, 
in Charlottenburg Palace; where the judicious tourist may 
see it without difficulty, and institute reflections on it. 

A really graceful little Picture ; and certainly, to Prussian 
men, not without weight of meaning. Nor perhaps to Picture- 
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Collectors and Cognoscenti generally, of whatever country, — 
they could forget, for a moment, the coreggiosity of Coreggio, 
and the learned babble of the Sale-room and varnishing 
Auctioneer ; and think, ^ Why it is, probably, that Pictures 
exist in this world, and to what end the divine art of Painting 
was bestowed, by the earnest gods, upon poor mankind ? ’ I 
could advise it once, for a little ! Flaying of Saint Bar- 
tholomew, Rape of Europa, Rape of the Sabines, Piping and 
Amours of goat-footed Pan, Romulus suckled by the Wolf: 
all this, and much else of fabulous, distant, unimportant, not 
to say impossible, ugly and unworthy, shall pass without undue 
severity of criticism, in a Household of such opulence as ours, 
where much goes to waste, and where things are not on an 
earnest footing for this long while past ! As Created Objects, 
or as Phantasms of such, pictorially done, all this shall have 
much worth, or shall have little. But I say. Here withal is 
one not phantasmal ; of indisputable certainty, homegrown, 
just commencing business, who carried it far ! 

Fritz is still, if not in ^ long-clothes,’ at least in longish and 
flowing clothes, of the petticoat sort, which look as of dark- 
blue velvet, very simple, pretty and appropriate ; in a cap of 
the same ; has a short raven’s feather in the cap ; and looks 
up, with a face and eyes full of beautiful vivacity and child’s 
enthusiasm, one of the beautifulest little figures, while the 
little drum responds to his bits of drumsticks. Sister Wilhel- 
mina, taller by some three years, looks on in pretty marching 
attitude, and with a graver smile. Blackamoor, and accom- 
paniments elegant enough ; and finally the figure of a 
grenadier, on guard, seen far off throngh an opening,— -make 
up the background. 

We have Engravings of this Picture; #hich are of clumsy 
poor quality, and misrepresent it much : an exedilent Copy in 
what might be called almost a facsimile aiid thh perfection 
of a CJopy, is now (1854) in Lord Ashburton’s Collection here 
in England. In the Berlin Galleries, — ^which are made up, 
like other Cralleries, of goat-footed Pan, Europa’s Bull, 
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iimutim’# Slif Hitil Uk* of (’oregf;^©; and 

fotaiii. for , lui of tho Great; no 

iken«w«i at all. or nett to nuno at nil, of iJic noble series of 
[tiniftJi HriiHfio*, or of any jwrl of Ihtnii, who have sprung 
:»f frooi t!w i»lh‘ hraitiH of Dik'Uiinti, hut from the 

Iraii of tlial \!i j; 'sty, to tttake this jumr authentic Earth 
(Hill* iMeiiiornhh* for tw, and to do n little work that may be 
trn»al Uirrr ; in «'X|M'nsi¥e Hatls of ‘High Art’ at 

terlitif thi?r«* wrrr, to my ••xju r'.'-nrc, few 1‘ieturw more agrce- 
blo Ibfttt ihm of r«tne'ii. Weleome, like one tiny islet of 
tmlity aifiid the shorelwis sea of tliantasms, to tlie reflective 
nimt, tv loving and swking what is worthy and 

tirioMrahh’, ■ ! ! !>»'. tv hsting and avokiing what is the reverse, 
m 4 intent not l« play thw dileltnnte in this world. 

'ITie same I'wne, an oMcUent Artist, has painted Friedrich 
« IMntw* ftoya! : a Ijoaiitiful young man with T/roh-Mooking 
idlet-vi *'• ryes of inttraonlinary hrilliancy, smooth oval face; 
soiiaklemhly iwwtnhling ids Mother. After whitih period, 
ittlhonlir rirtnnm of Fritsirieh are sought for to little purj)ose. 
Pot it sm»wi* Iw never *at to any iteinter, in his reigning days ; 
unt til# I*r»»*»i»n tinakiwiecki,* Sason (JraflT, English Cunning- 
kam ImwI to pirk-wp hi* phyriu-umtiv from the distance, inter- 
mittently, a* tWy wjwld. Nor i* Hauch’s grand equratrian 
kk nfptnre a thing to he twliwnd, or jHfrhaps pn'l ending much 
to to m 'I*to ► .-i.iiuiMity rw ived Ikirlwit of Friedrich, which 
»U Ckfinan Uii«H?r» <»« draw at «»«•,— Gw cocked-hat, big 
wym aonl »lwt air, wwiatiing ywi of some unwmmonly brisk 
Iiivaiid llnll *rrg«nt or (fnvnwwlt rcnsioaer, a* much as of 
•i Koyal Iiifo»-~”k» nothing hut a general extract and average 
of all tto fmw of Priwlrieh, auch aa has^lwn ^tacitly agreed 
oipwi i and i* dufoiahtr aa a receivetl pielorial-myth, by no 
wioKt* m a tod, or erwlibl* re'^enihljmec of iife.^ 

Jfctl wnwigh now of rkrlnres. This of the IJtGe Drummer, 
tl» |iidi»ti«i ami tto thing painterl which remain to us, may 

• Ikvswrtw* <<’ ; -«R«I imdssvoBi t*» mike oune iifnuiuntance with 

tttto * llwfifih,* wto ina v«*i wortk M»d e*!sMi*y* 
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be taken as Friedrich’s first appearance on the stage of the 
world ; and welcomed accordingly. It is one of the very few 
visualities or definite certainties we can lay hold of, in those 
young years of his, and bring conclusively home to our 
imagination, out of the waste Prussian dust-clouds of unin- 
structive garrulity which pretend to record them for us. 
Whether it came into existence as a shadowy emanation from 
the Stralsund Expedition, can only be matter of conjecture. 
To judge by size, these figures must have been painted about 
the year 1715 ; Fritz some three or four years old, his sister 
Wilhelmina seven. 

It remains only to be intimated, that Friedrich Wilhelm, 
for his part, had got all he claimed from this Expedition : 
namely, Stettin with the dependent Towns, and quietness in 
Pommem. Stettin was, from of old, the capital of his own 
part of Pommem ; thrown-in along with the other parts of 
Pommem, and given to Sweden (from sheer necessity, it was 
avowed), at the Peace of Westphalia, sixty years ago or more : 
— and now, by good chance, it has come back. Wait another 
hundred years, and perhaps Swedish Pommem altogether will 
come back ! But from all this Friedrich Wilhelm is still far. 
Stettin and quiet are all he dreams of demanding there. 

Stralsund he did not reckon his ; left it with the Danes, 
to hold in pawn till some general Treaty. Nor was there 
farther outbreak of war in those regions ; though actual Treaty 
of Peace did not come till 17^0, and make matters sure. It 
was the new Queen of Sweden, Ulrique Eleonora (Charles’s 
younger Sister, wedded to the young Landgraf of Hessen- 
Cassel), — ^much aided by an English Envoy,— —who made this 
Peace with Friedrich Wilhdm. A young Englsh Envoy, 
called Lord Carteret, was helpful in this mister ; one of 
Ms first feats in the diplomatic world. For whfeh Peace ^ 
l^iecfaich Wilhelm was so thankful, good parifip arm^ 

^ StoddioliB, 2ist January 1720: in Mauvillon (i. 380-417) ttie Document 
it^lf at large. 
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llud L.ij.jM ti* iiiui- « Djttijrhlw inirn to him just about 
that luiH’, lu' fjinr I Ilf iiltb' maitmi* h«r Swwli.sh Majesty’s 
Imim-I a nr« • niitjut-,' who grvw to profier stature, aud 
iM'i'iiiiif Hotiibl*- ill Swotkii, Immdf, niid by.' 


CHAI'TEE Vn 
THANHir <)F t!XAH FETRR 

Im this Auttnuu of IH7, Fetor the* Great, coining home 
fmiii hi* i rJrhmti'i! h’rt'iH'h jouniey, |Hwd Friwirich Wilhelm a 
iri»it ; ttiwl jnwrtwl four titty* at IkTlin. Of whidi let us give 
our glimjw«\ if we run with brevity. 

Friwirirh Wilhrhn anil Ute tlmr, Mke in several points, 
though »o itioiinlilm' in oihent, inwl always a certain regard 
for one another ; and at tld* time, Uiey hiwl been brought 
into rlosM-r hdrrrtiur**' iiy tlieir rommon }H;ril from Charles xii., 
evrr •tnro Ihnl !*triil*«nti liusineiw. The jatril was real, 
. yitbillv with ft tiort* ftwi Allteroni putting hand to it; 
nod thr ttlann, tlw nuntiur, md una-rkinty were great in 
tinw yi-ar*. 'ilw wntmdetl litMi driven indignant into 
hi* ittir, with Hotting Artink now o|H'ni.ruig upon the 
tttgit of lltp nwhie ttiiiinal ; who know* what spring he will 
lirat Ittkr f 

tiiiorgo *. inwl ft fleet cndMiig in the Baltic Sounds, and 
ttgttiti f* flwt ; I'otin;;. in U»al obUtjue way, for Bremen and 
Vettbn ; whirh were got, othnwiiw', such a bargain to his 
llantiter. C‘»r IVtw Imii tniuthetl an Army into Denmark ; 
nniti*! |iH»»i«ns wni Ilaties count Finy-lhouHmid there ; for a 
< irtijuitt t invftttitfti, Rwi |irol>«bl» destruction, of Sweden : hut 
that cftiiie to nothing ; looking across upon it too 

d*ng«>»u*!y, • vkihle in clear wMithtt over from the Danish 
aidw.* * Ho l*«tBf‘a tn»j» ham fgeme home again ; Denmark 

» !»«««« SSlb J# IJW* » l.’ttceo gf Sweden in lime coming. 

* I 7 IO 1 I'lUWMtttti, !>. t|t. 
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too glad to get them away. Perhaps they would have staid 
in Denmark altogether ; much liking the green pastures and 
convenient situation, — ^had not Admiral Norris with his 
cannon been there ! Perhaps ? And the Pretender is 
coming again, they say ? And who knows what is coming ? 
— How Gortz, in about a year hence was laid hold of, and let 
go, and then ultimately tried and beheaded (once his lion 
Master was disposed of) ; ^ how. Ambassador Cellamare, and 
the Spanish part of the Plot, having been discovered in Paris, 
Cardinal Alberoni at Madrid was discovered, and the whole 
mysteiy laid bare ; all that mad business, of bringing the 
Pretender into England, throwing out George i., throwing 
out the Regent d’Orleans, and much more, — is now sunk 
silent enough, not worthy of reawakening ; but it w-as then a 
naost loud matter ; filling the European Courts, and especially 
that of Berlin, with rumours and apprehensions. No wonder 
Friedrich Wilhelm was grateful for that Swedish Peace of his, 
and named his little daughter ^Ulrique’ in honour of it. 
Tumultuous cloud-world of Lapland Witchcraft had ceased 
hereby, and daylight had begun : old women (or old Cardinals) 
riding through the sky, on broomsticks, to meet Satan, where 
now are they ? The fact still dimly perceptible is, Europe, 
thanks to that pair of Black- Artists, Gortz and Alberoni, not 
to mention Law the Finance-Wizard and his French incanta- 
tions, had been kept generally, for these three or four years 
past, in the state of a Haunted House; riotous Goblins, of 
unknown dire intent, walking now in this apartment of it, 
now in that ; no rest anywhere for the perturbed inhabitants. 

As to Friedrich Wilhelm, his plan in 1717, as aU along, 
in this bewitched state of matters, was : To fortify his 
Frontier Towns; Memel, Wesel, to the right and left, 
especially to fortify Stettin, his new acquisition;- — and to 
put his Army, and his Treasury (or Ariny-C%^«^), more and 
more in ord^. In that w we dball betfer meet whatever 

^ 19th MardjL 1719 ^ see Kohler {Munzhdustigung^y vL 233-240, acv^ii. 297** 
304) for many carious details of Gort* and his end. 
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gotiSiuf* tli'ir limy In*, Ihinkd Frictlrich Wilhelm. Count 
li« K* i4' llu- IVtiwimiM lit M«il|>IfW|nct, is doing his 
tillennmi in Stfttiii mid Uiosc Frontier Towns. 
Fur thr J' xt, hi* Mui<*,fy, invited by the Cssnr and France, 
hiin in'*-!! willing to nwike j«vlion with Uiem, m lie is 

with all jun-ift** nctt'hbmir-i. In filet, tlie Cwir and he hiul 
tln ii jn iviiti’ < 'ojtferrtue, lit Itiivclli.-rg, lust year, —navclberg, 
inline sixly «niln» fmm Ihnlin, on the ituul towards Denmark, 
ttM Prti-r »«» junwing l5mi way; ain|ile Conference of five 
d«v*;* j'rivttti-ly ii **' ' ing there, about many points con- 
tliieivti tn ! : Uitjinllily, 

And it wtt* »>n that s«»«e ermnd, Uiongh wtensihly to look 
aflrr Art «iid th»- higher fnnm «f Cmlisation so-called, that 
Frier had laa-n In IVmife on Uiw celebrated occasion of 1717. 
We know be »«w niueh Art wiUiul ; saw Marly, Trianon and 
the : .'•id* !;j . m«l jxditenev.f'i saw, among other things, 

• » .Mnittl «*f hiniwlf fait awiiltmlally at his feet’; polite 
Mwtal • ji»»l gttlliiig *tmek in the Mint, with a rising aim on it 
and the nndto, vibmm ai’uiubit Ktmno.’* Ostensibly it wiw t( 
iMre irttr- Mk Franrt ; hill privately withal Uie Cswr wished t( 
iimkr Ids J«irg«iin. with the Regent d’Orlikins, as to thesi 
giddins walking in the Norllura and Southern parts, am 
what w« t*» l» done willt them. And the result has bmi 
the t‘mr, I-'riialrirh W illn lm and the said Regent have jus 
oiiK'hHhmi an Agm-iiirnt;* .nnl.-rt.-dding in general, that Uic 
gidilim. dwl! lie well widrhisl ; that they lliroe will stand by 
ime aniilk^ in watching tiiem. And now the C«r will visit 
Iterliii ill iiiiiiiiiwajni* ngiiii. 'llitt i« tlie position of 

nlTairs. when lie |«ys tid* visit. Peter had been in Berlin 
mnt* Dwri imw Iwlore 5 hut almost alwap In a sucanct mpid 
ecinditioii 1 never with his * Court ’ idmut him till now. Tins 
In his last, and by htf hi* grraliwl, appearance in Berlm. 


♦ Vi.taw*. fMrnmt CMf /Virrd, ***!• 336.— 

In »v« m »»>»» ^ «<««*» tuthentw 

. H .ft * ..i,, BBtn,.!* i'W.jlkMlifc 
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Such a transit, of the Barbaric semi-fabulous Sovereignties, 
could not but be wonderful to everybody there. It evidently 
struck Wilhelmina’s fancy, now in her ninth year, very much. 
What her little Brother did in it, or thought of it, I nowhere 
find hinted ; conclude only that it would remain in his head 
too, visible occasionally to the end of his life. Wilhelmina’s 
Narrative, very loose, dateless or misdated, plainly wrong in 
various particulars, has still its value for us : human eyes, 
even a child’s, are worth something, in comparison to human 
want-of-eyes, which is too frequent in History-books and else- 
where ! — Czar Peter is now forty-five, his Czarina Catherine 
about thirty-one. It was in 1698 that he first passed this 
way, going towards Saardam and practical Shipbuilding : 
within which twenly years what a spell of work done ! 
Victory of Pultawa is eight years behind him ; ^ victories in 
many kinds are behind him : by this time he is to be 
reckoned a triumphant Czar; and is certainly ihe strangest 
mixture of heroic virtue and brutish Samoeidic savagery the 
world at any time had. 

It was Sunday 19 th September 1717, when the Czar 
arrived in Berlin. Being already sated with scenic parades, 
he had begged to be spared all ceremony; begged to be 
lodged in Monbijou, the Queen’s little Garden-Palace with 
river and trees round it, where he hoped to be quietest- 
Monbijou has been set apart accordingly ; the Queen, not in 
the baaignest humour, sweeping all her crystals and brittle 
thi ng s away ; knowing the manners of the Muscovites. Nor 
in ihe way of cermnony was there much : King and Queen 
drove out to meet him ; rampart-guns gave three big salvos, 
^ the Czarish Majesty stept forth. ‘ I am glad to see you, 
my Broihmr Friedrich,’ said Pefer, in German, ^ M only in- 
telligibk language ; shaking hands with the Brother Majesty, 
in a cordial human manner. The Queen he, still more 
c^dMy, " w^^ have ki^^ but this she evaded, in soihe 
gmerful effective way. As to the Czarina, — ^who, for obstetric 
^ 27th June, 1709. 
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and other reasons, of no moment to us, had staid in Wesel all 
the time he was in France, — she followed him now at two- 
days distance ; not along with him, as HVilhelmina has it. 
Wilhelmina says, she kissed the Queen’s hand, and again and 
again kissed it ; begged to present her Ladies , — ‘ about four- 
hundred so-called Ladies, who were of her Suite.’ — Surely not 
so many as Four-hundred, you too-witty Princess? ‘Mere 
Grerman serving-maids for the most part,’ says the witty 
Princess ; ‘ Ladies when there is occasion, then acting as 
chambermaids, cooks, washerwomen, when that is over.’ 

Queen SopMe was averse to salute these creatures; but the 
Czarina Catherine making reprisals upon our Margravines, 
and the TTing looking painfiiny earnest in it, she prevailed 
upon herself. Was there ever seen such a travelling tag- 
raggery of a Sovereign Court before? ‘Several of these 
creatures’ (presque toides, says 1he exaggerative Princess) 

‘ had, in their arms, a baby in rich dress ; and if you asked, 
“Is that yours, then?” they answered, making salaams in 
Russian style, « The Czar did me the honour {vCa fait Vhm- 

newr de me Jmre cet erf ant ) ! ” ’ — 

Which statement, if we deduct the due S5 per cent, is 
probably not mythic, after all. A day or two ago, the Czar 
had been at Magdeburg, on his way hither, intent upon 
inspecting matters there ; and the Ofadal Gentlemen,--^- 
sident Cocceji (afterwards a very celebrated man) at the head 
of them,— waited on the Czar, to do what was needful. On 
entcadng, with the proper Address or complimentary Harangue, 
they found his Czarish Majesty ‘ standing between two Russian 
Ladies,’ clearly Ladies of the above sort; for they stood do^ 
by ym, one of his arms was round the nwk of each, and his 
amused themselves by taking libcarties in that pos^ 
all the time Cocceji spoke. Nay, even this was as nothing 
among the Magdeburg phenomena. Next day, for msto^ 
there appeared in the audience-chamber a certam ser^e high- 
padhg Duke of MecHenburg, with Hs Duchess thnce-m- 
fortunate Duke, of whom ve shall too often hear again ; who. 
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after some adventures, under Charles xii. first of all, and then 
under the enemies of Charles, had, about a year ago, after 
divorcing his first Wife, married a Niece of Peter’s : — ^Duke 
and Ihichess arrive now, by order or gracious invitation of 
their Sovereign Uncle, to accompany him in those parts ; and 
are announced to an eager Czar, giving audience to his select 
Magdeburg public. At sight of which most desirable Duchess 
and Brothers Daughter, how Peter started up, satyrlike, 
clasping her in his arms, and snatching her into an inner 
room, with the door left ajar, and there — ^It is too Samoeidic 
for human speech ! and would excel belief, were not the testi- 
mony so strong.^ A Duke of Mecklenburg, it would appear, 
who may count himself the NoTi^plus-ultra of Husbands in 
that epoch ; — as among Sovereign Rulers, too, in a small or 
great way, he seeks his fellow for ill-luck I 

Duke and Duchess accompanied the Czar to Berlin, where 
Wilhelmina mentions them, as presentees ; part of those 
^four-hundred’ anomalies. They took the Czar home with 
them to Mecklenburg : where indeed some Russian Regiments 
of his, left here on their return from Denmark, had been 
very useful in coercing the rebellious Ritterschaft (Knightage^ 
or Landed-Gentry) of this Duke, — ^till at length the general 
outcry, and voice of the Reich itself, had ordered the said 
Regiments to get on march again, and take themselves away.^ 
For all is rebellion, passive-rebellion, in Mecklenburg ; taxes 
being so indispensable ; and the Knights so disinclined ; and 
this Duke a Sovereign, — such as we may construe from his 
quarrelling with almost everybody, and his not quarrelling 
with an Uncle Peter of that kind.^ His troubles as Sovereign 
Duke, his flights to Dantzig, oustings^ returns^ law-pleadings 
and foolish confusions, lasted all his life^ thirty years to come ; 

^ PSUmtz {Memoirm, ii. 95) gives Friedrich Wilhelm as voucher, ‘ who used 
to rdhte it as from eye-aiid-ear witnesses^* 

* Ti» last of them, ‘July 1717 ’ ; two months ago. (Michaelis, ii. 418.) 

• One poor hint, on his behalf, let ns not omit ; ‘ Wt/e quitted him in 17 19, 
and lived at Moscow afterwards I ’ (General Manhstein, Mmoirs of Russia^ 
Ixmdcm, 1770, p* 27 
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ttiiii tfri|iir. 4 i!p'-ii m t% I « pity to Posterity and 

llir riPiriitrirs, Viillniiv nuys, tlie (!mr wished 

t<i }i 4 i¥ tin llistliy fiiiiit hiHi.* Ami trtil}\ for this wretched 
it mmM ltt-rii phr! to M»ll it fit liuj price : but 
liirrr »fcrfr oilirf worth lino* his io fturh a Imrgain, had it 
rirr ^-rrhiUilt liii'fliiidrd. Ilv thi^ c^lriuirdiimry Dudiess 
iir hrriiiiii-^ lAitlirr |rrnl or ptit-ithfl of a mtam Princess^ 
wp tiiiiy ltri*r i»f , liiut through her again is Grand- 
fiitlii-r of nil tiiifiiiiiiiialr lViiir(% iiiiieh bruited about, 

m Mlie iiiiinhrwl lit • oh .i limm Wiib sudi a 

Iliikr ftiiil lliirtie*# tri mtr o»Ajii;.dnt.-iuro Im \lm mininum of 

wlinl tiri'r«lty rtiliHitds* 


IVillirliiiilia tiv hrnmy hitlterlo ami, it is to be 

liiwl hmnl riplhing of tbrw M.^rolihurgAtiTlvlenburg 
jihniyiiieiitt ; till! ihr ri.iiriim'i arriml,tlm little creature 

with hm »^ii fyt» ; 


t K#ii llir/ ikul t«, 'HV4?j«4iy C.’ttr iiiui his ^^pousc enmo 

lti -vim , «iii4 t li\m I’mirt mysrlf/ Palace 

I|ra*i4 kiUmttiug * tltiit Itnigtli, even to the outer 

Ih# hm ImmI, and leading her into 

Imf III iSiai ataiiuori King and Czar 

ff4hr*»4 tUm , ^ ai-i4 Imm It mm that tV iWiAtnluiKn prrional experiences 
hmgrnt *11»« Vmf mtm nw, liavhig mm me before, five 

«g'»* i%tm 0 k lltai, * llip ^mn$h% me In hk arm«| fell to klwing 
ill,# Ui i#|r llm iliift mf 1*4'#. I lieietl Itb iaw* ipmwled, and 
l#«i| wllli ail mf ilreniih ; I would not allow such 

Imtilrnnkm., mil lli«l h* mm dislwminiriiig mi. Hi Itugfied greatly at 
llo# lfl#« * aod a tong tlmi wltlt niit I bad got luy 

: I #p»l» mi hm mi 4 hk r«fiaui»tii j--wlileli eliarwad Mm so 
il*ikl hi mmm Ilian onw t*» ihe ** If hi wild have a 

tllM «♦% h# W'wnld willingly give otii of hli I 
ftiwig*,*" Tisi i'mrim mlm nm » food^ dial The yuean 

l||iit«ii%#| ^ mi ill# phm^^ nmitr the drii, wh In an arm- 

ml tkm lilw.4; «f. ' w«r# opposite to her, -nU 

in « utamtiti^ pw»N«*, *• ti tiBtflier 

* '!%• I'lmfifl* »*# • IMtie rtompy Wjr. wry browa, »na Ued neithe 

• uy wm* 4 t 4 « 
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air nor grace ; you needed only look at lier^ to guess her low extraction/ 
It is no secret^ she kad been a kitchen-wencli in her Lithuanian native 
country ; afterwards a female of the kind called unfortunate, under 
several figures : however, she saved the Czar once, by her ready-wit and 
courage, from a devouring Turkish Difficulty, and he made her fortunate 
and a Czarina, to sit under the dais as now. ^With her huddle of 
clothes, she looked for all the world like a German Playactress ; her 
dress, you would have said, had been bought at a secondhand shop ; all 
was out of fashion, all was loaded with silver and greasy dirt. The front 
of her bodice she had ornamented with jewels in a very singular pattern : 
A double-eagle in embroidery, and the plumes of it set with poor little 
diamonds, of the smallest- possible carat, and very ill mounted. All 
along the facing of her gown were Orders and little things of metal ; a 
dozen Orders, and as many Portraits of saints, of relics and the like ; so 
that when she walked, it was with a jingling, as if you heard a mule with 
bells to its harness.’ — Poor little Czarina ; shifty nutbrown fellow- 
creature, strangely chased about from the bottom to the top of this world ; 
it is evident she does not succeed at Queen Sophie Dorothee's Court ! — 

^ The Czar, on the other hand, was very tall, and might be called hand- 
some,’ continues Wilhelmina : ^ his countenance was beautiful, but had 
something of savage in it which put you in fear.’ Partly a kind of 
Milton’s-Devil physiognomy ? The Portraits give it rather so. Archangel 
not quite ruined, yet in sadly ruinous condition ; its heroism so bemired, 
— ^with a turn for strong drink, too, at times 1 A physiognomy to make 
one reflect. ^ His dress was of sailor fashion, coat altogether plain.* 

^ The Czarina, who spoke German very ill herself, and did not under- 
stand well what the Queen said, beckoned to her Fool to come near,’ — 11 
poor female creature, who had once been a Princess GaJitzin, but having 
got into mischief, had been excused to the Czar by her high relations as 
mad, and saved from death or Siberia, into her present strange harbour 
of refuge. With her the Czarina talked in unknown Russ, evidently 
‘ laughing much and loud,’^^ till Supper was announced. 

^At table,’ continues Wilhelmina, ^the Czar placed himself beside the 
Queen. It is understood this Prince was attempted mth poison in his 
youth, and that something of it had settled on his nerves ever after. 
One thing is certain, there took him very often a sort of convulsion, 
like He or St -Vitus, which it was beyond his power to control. That 
happened at table now. He got into contortions, gesticulations ; and as 
the knife w^ in his hand, and went dancing about within armslength 
of the Queen, it frightened her, and she motioned several times to rise. 
He Czar begged her not to mind, for he would do her no ill; at 
the same time he took her by the hand, which he grasped with sttclh 
violence that the Queen was forced to shriek out TMs sot him heartfily 
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Wilhelm. The old King had got it built in Holland regard- 
less of expense, — 15,000/., they say, perhaps as good at 
SO,OOOZ. now; — and it lay at Potsdam: good for whati 
Friedrich Wilhelm sent it down the Havel, down the Elbe 
silk sailors and all, towards Hamburg and Petersburg, with b 
great deal of pleasure. For the Czar, and peace and goodwil 
with the Czar, was of essential value to him. Neither, at anj 
rate, is the Czar a man to take gifts without return. Tal 
fellows for soldiers: that is always one prime object wit! 
Friedrich Wilhelm ; for already these Potsdam Guards of hij 
are getting ever more gigantic. Not less an object, thougl 
less an ideal or jpoetic one (as we once defined), was this other 
to find buyers for the Manufactures, new and old, whicl 
he was so bent on encouraging. ^It is astonishing, whai 
quantities of cloth, of hardware, salt, and all kinds of manu 
factored articles the Russians buy from us,’ say the old Books 
— ^ see how our Russian Company ” flourishes ! ’ In botl 
these objects, not to speak of peace and goodwill in general 
the Czar is our man. 

Thus, this very Autumn, there arrive, astonished anc 
astonishing, no fewer than a Hundred-and-fifty human figure 
(one-half more than were promised), probably from seven t< 
eight feet high ; the tallest the Czar could riddle out from hi 
Dominions : what a windfall to the Potsdam Guard and it 
Colonel-King ! And all succeeding Autumns the like, so lonj 
as Friedrich Wilhelm lived ; every Autumn, out of Russia t 
hundred of the tallest mortals living. Invaluable, — ^to a ^ mai 
of genius ’ mounted on his hobby 1 One’s ^ stanza ’ can b< 
polished at this rate. 

In return for these Russian sons of Anak, Friedrich Wilheln 
grudged not to send German smiths, millwrights, drill 
sergeants, cannoneers, engineers ; having plenty of them. B;; 
whom, as Peter wdl calculated, the inert opaque Russian masi 
noght be kindled into luminosity and vitality ; and drilled t< 
Mc^w the Art of War, for one thing. Which followed 
accordingly. And it is observable, ever since, that the Russiax 
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Art of War has a tincture of German in it (solid German, 
as contradistinguished from unsolid Revolutionary-French) ; 
and hints to us of Friedrich Wilhelm and the Old Dessauer, 

to this hour. Eoceant now the Barbaric semi-fabulous 

Sovereignties, till wanted again. 


CHAPTER VIII 

THE CROWN-PUINCE IS PUT TO HIS SCHOOLING 

In his seventh year, young Friedrich was taken out of the 
hands of the women ; and had Tutors and Sub-Tutors of 
masculine gender, who had been nominated for him some time 
ago, actually set to work upon their function. These we have 
already heard of; they came from Stralsund Siege, all ihe 
principal hands. 

Duhan de Jandun, the young French gentleman who had. 
escaped from grammar-lessons to the trenches, he is the 
practical teacher. Lieutenant-General Graf Fink von Enken- 
stein and Lieutenant-Colonel von Kalkstein, they are Head 
Futor {Olerhojmdster) and Sub-Tutor; militaiy men both, 
vho had been in many wars besides Stralsund. By these 
Fhree he was assiduously educated, subordinate schoolmasters 
working under them when need&l, in such branches as the 
paternal judgment would admit; the patoal object and 
theirs bdng to infuse useful knowledge, reject useless, ^d 
wind-up the whole into a military finish. These appoint- 
ment^ made at different precise dates, took effect, all of tibem, 

in the year 1719 - . . , . l 

Duhan, independently of his experience m the trenches, 
appesap to have been an accomplished, ingenious and consmen- 
tiom man i who did credit to Friedr^ WUhelm’s ji^mt ; 
and to whom Friedrich professed himself much m^ted in 
after life. Their progress in some of the techmcal branches, 
as we shall perceive, was indisputably unsatisfactory. But the 
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mind of the Boy seems to hare been opened by this Duhan, to 
a Kvely, and in some sort genial, perception of tilings round 
him ; — of the strange confusedly opulent Universe he had got 
into ; and of the noble and supreme function which Intelligence 
holds there ; supreme, in Art as in Nature, beyond all other 
functions whatsoever. Duhan was now turned of thirty: a 
cheerful amiable Frenchman ; poor, though of good birth and 
acquirements; originally from Champagne. Friedrich loved 
him very much; always considered him his spiritual father; 
and to the end of Duhan’s life, twenty years hence, was eager 
to do him any good in his power. Anxious always to repair, 
for poor Duhan, the great sorrows he came to on his account, 
as we shall see. 


Of Graf Fink von Finkenstein, who has had military 
pperiences of all kinds and all degrees, from march- 
ing as prisoner into France, ‘wounded and without his 
hat,’ to %hting at Malplaquet, at Blenheim, even at Steen- 
kirk, as well as Stralsimd ; who is now in his sixtieth year, 
and seems to have been a gentleman of rather high solemn 
manners, and indeed of undeniable perfections, — of this 
supreme Count Fink we learn almost nothing farther in the 
Books, except that his little Pupil did not dislike him either. 
The little Pupil took not unkindly to Fink ; welcoming any 
benignant human ray, across these lofty gravities of the 
Oberkofnmster ; went often to his house in Berlin ; and made 
^uamtoce with two young Pinks about his own age, whom 
he found there, and who became important to him, especially 
me younger of them, in the course of the future.^ This 
Pupil, it may be said, is creditably known for his attachment 
little^y^*^^^^ others; an attached and attaching 

Of Kalkstem, a rationd, experienced and earnest kind of 
though ^ yet but young, it is certain also that the Httle 
Fntz loved him; and furthermore that the Great lEriedrich 

AMs-JUxikon (Leipzig, X836). U. *68. Mu. 
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was grateful to him, and had a high esteem of his integrity 
and sense. ^ My master, Kalkstein,’ used to be his designation 
of him, when the name chanced to be mentioned in after 
times. They continued together, with various passages of 
mutual history, for forty years afterwards, till Kalkstein^s 
death. Kalkstein is at present twenty-eight, the youngest of 
the three Tutors ; then, and ever after, an altogether down- 
right correct soldier and man. He is of Preussen, or Prussia 
Proper, this Kalkstein 5 — of the same kindred as that mutinous 
Kalkstein, whom we once heard of, who was « rolled in a 
carpet,’ and kidnapped out of Warsaw, in the Great Elector’s 
time. Not a direct descendant of that beheaded Kalkstein’s, 
but, as it were, his nephew so many times removed. Preussen 
is now far enough from mutiny ; subdued, with all its Kalk- 
steins, into a respectful silence, not lightly using the right 
even of petition, or submissive remonstrance, which it may still 
have. Nor, except on the score of parliamentary eloquence 
and newspaper copyright, does it appear that Preussen has 
suffered by the change. 

How these Fink-Kalkstein functionaries proceeded in the 
great task they had got, — ^veiy great task, had they known 
what Pupil had fallen to them, — ^is not directly recorded for 
us, with any sequence or distinctness. We infer only that 
everything went by inflexible routine ; not asking at all, What 
pupil ? — ^nor much, Whether it would suit any pupil ? Duhan, 
with the tendencies we have seen in him, who is willing to 
soften the inflexible when possible, and to ^ guide Nature ’ by 
a rather loose rein, was probably a genial element in the 
otherwise strict affair. Fritz had one unspeakable advantage, 
rare among princes and even among peasants in these ruined 
ages : that of not being taught, or in general not, by the kind 
called ^ Hypocrites, and even Sincere-Hypocrites,’ — ^fatalest 
species of the class Hypocrite. We perceive he was lessoned, 
all along, not by enchanted Phantasms of that dangerous sort, 
breathing mendacity of mind, unconsciously, out of every look ; 
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4”. ^With increasing years, yon will more and more, to a most 
especial degree, go upon Fortification/— mark you!— "the Formation 
of a Camp, and the other War-Sciences ; that the Prince may, from youth 
upwards, he trained to act as Officer and General, and to seek all his 
glory in the soldier profession/ This is whither it must all tend. You, 
Finkenstein and Kalkstein, "have both of you, in the highest measure, 
to make it your care to infuse into my Son ' {einmprngen, stamp into 
him), "a true love for the Soldier business, and to impress on him 
that, as there is nothing in the world which can bring a Prince renown 
and honour like the sword, so he would be a despised creature before all 
men, if he did not love it, and seek his sole glory {die einaige Gloria) 
therein.*^ Which is an extreme statement of the case; showing how 
much we have it at heart. 

These are the chief Friedrich Wilhelm traits ; the rest of 
the document corresponds in general to what the late Majesty 
had written for Riedrich Wilhelm himself on the like 
occasion.^ Ruthless contempt of Useless Knowledge ; and 
passionate insight into the distinction between Useful and 
Useless, especially into the worth of Soldiering as a royal 
accomplishment, are the chief peculiarities here* In which 
latter point too Friedrich Wilhelm, himself the most pacific 
of men, unless you pulled the whiskers of him, or broke into 
his goods and chattels, knew very well what he was meaning, 
— ^much better than we of the " Peace Society ’ and " Philan- 
thropic Movement’ could imagine at first sight! It is a 
thing he^ for his part, is very decided npon; 

Already, a year before this time,® thete had been instituted, 
for express behoof of little Fritz, a miniature Soldier Company, 
above a hundred strong ; which grew afterwards to be near 
three-hundred, and indeed rose to be a permanent Institution 
by degrees ; called Korrvpagnie der KronjprmzlicJieri Kadettm 
(Company of Crown-Prince Cadets). A hundred-and-ten boys 
about his own age, sons of noble families, had been selected 
frcMn the three Military Schools theni extant, m of tiny 

i^n^t for him ; where, if he was by no means commander 

^ Preass, L 11-14 (of date 13th August I7i8>. * Stenzel, iii. 572. 

• 1717 : Preuss, u 13. 
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jtll »ii MiMH »«ight Irnrn his csiTcise in fellowship with 
KthriJt, Vtm IVt»*r, it is !iki‘l)‘, took » glance of this tiny 
i. ii i. ut j»«»t getting into mnk im4 iUe there; which would 
frmiwi the t’wir nf his «iw«i young <l«,y8, An expeiicuced 
Idmlrofint tiikuifl wiw «jtj«)i»UHl to ctrnnnand in chief. A 
rfitrtin h»«nly ««it cornst yoiuig fclhiw, Ilcntzcl by name, 
mIiioU scvriiU’fii, who ainnidy knew his fugling to ft hairs- 
hifodlh, ww llrillinaster ; and oxcraned them all, Piitz 
, . , : with tine "trulnt'iw; till, in U»e course of time and 

Ilf atlwiinonit*. hViU rtiuld himself take the head charge. 
IVliii'h lie lUit iluly. in » year or two : a little soldier thence- 
forth i I >l'< strict, though of small lUmensions; in tight 
hhie hit t»f e*mi awl eofk«lhat -miniature image of Papa 
(it is fowlly hi»|mi awl » iprctid), immjblinghim as a sixpence 
ilo*-** a Iwlf riowii. ill 1731 the iwsitUimis PajHi si't-up a ‘ little 
arwiial ' for him. * in the Orange Hall of the rnliice ’ : there 
let him, with fiprlMtp a chweit itimnulc or two, mount 
Iwtteric*, fin? eacw'ilingly small hwsa onlnance, — his Ihigineer- 
'IW lirr, line Major run Henning, limping about (on cork leg), 
lua) if maalfiti, 

. i i; !* r: ki.inv- 4 . proveti all «xwliet»t Drill-sergi'ant ; — 
iwti gwiil talents 1 u i I .s.tv, and waa a man of probity and 
•wMw. He |»l«y*«l Iwnitirnllv on Urn flute too, and had a 
flMsedhil wnirwaililw turn i which naturally recommended him 
still farlliw to Prit# ; awl awake or encoumgixl, among other 
tl» iwwstcttl fmilly hi the little Boy. Rentzol 
©wi»tlii>»*»l iil.«»nt him, or in sight of him, Oirough life; 
;vlv !'-/ '.'.L-. .i’h. , not too font, aetxwUng to real merit and 

iprslw ill';...,.! :iH 17JI9U awl never did discredit to the 
dhrsioe l^lrkit W'lilwh.-t Itwl made of him. ^ Of toning, too, 
I'. ewB Senning, who gave Whs his lessons n. 
.khilhfwatii**, rnrtification awl Urn kindred hranchea, the like 
ar Iwitrr, ran l»o mkl Ho was of graver yearn ; and lost i 
Irg in llw V “ :;:h facpuigir.. poof gcidlcmau I buthm 

■ i'.-. t.ai • watiiw worth «md cheery rational talk, .m ram 
an that to im ooiiW umm be parted with by Friedrich, hu 
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was kept on hand till the last, a permanent and variously 
serviceable acquisition. 

Thus, at least, is the military education of our Crown** 
Prince cared for. And we are to fancy the little fellow, from 
his tenth year or earlier, going about in miaiature soldier 
figure, for most part ; in strict Spartan-Brandenburg costume, 
of body as of mind. Costume little fliattering to his own 
private taste for finery ; yet by no means unwholesome to him, 
as he came afterwards to know. In October 1723, it is on 
record, when George i. came to visit his Son-in-law and 
Daughter at Berlin, his Britannic Majesty, looking out from 
his new quarters on the morrow, saw Fritzchen ^ drilling his 
Cadet Company’ ; a very pretty little phenomenon. Drilling 
with clear voice, militai^ sharpness, and the precision of clock-’ 
work on the Esplanade {Lmtgarten) there; — and doubtless 
the Britannic Majesty gave some grunt of acquiescence, 
perhaps even a smile, rare on that square heavy-laden coun- 
tenance of his. That is the record : ^ and truly it forms for 
us by far the liveliest little picture we have gob, from those 
dull old years of European History. Years already sunk, or 
sinking, into lonesome unpeopled Dusk for all men ; and fast 
verging towards vacant Oblivion and eternal Night ;~’-which 
(if some few articles were once saved out of them) is their just 
and inevitable portion from afl3[icted human nature. 

Of riding - ma^rs, fencing -masters, swimnnng - masters ; 
much less of dancing-masters, music-masters (celebrated Graun, 

* on the organ,’ with Psaka-tunes), we cannot sp^^k ; but tibe 
reader may be satisfied they were all there, good of their kind, 
and pushing on at a fair rate* Nor is there lack anywhere of 
paternal supervision to our young Apprentice. Krom an early 
age. Papa took the Crovm-Prince with him oil his 
Reviews. From utmost Memel on the Russian border, down 
to Wesd on ihe French, all Prussia, in every nook of it, garrison, 
^rchmg-regiment, board of management, is rigorously review^ 
by Majesty once a year. There travels little mHitary Fritz, 
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iHwiili* t}»« iniUlury »hiuJ Uh! ^nmh wid official 

in tlifir tiawiy HMumer; atui learns to look 

iiitti rvrry tiling like » iUint!ainiuiUtii» Arp«, and how the eye 
wf the wwler, twmi tliaa ndt other aitpliiuict's, fattens the 
wHle, 

tin ht» hunt*, ton, !*«}♦» took him. For Papa was a 
fanuitts Inmlia*. whwi at Wnsteriuium'ii in tlu* wmm : — hot 
ihu,-.*, hot hind, j'onr chief game dwr; huge 

* Ft»m? iliiiit ’ Jikitl, Iht* wckhIh ail lK*aten, and your 

wihl-lmat* liriwM itilo atraita and mtidine- forks for you); 
Ihmr liMiiling (ilmtkiim, • l.idling,' a« tlie Geminns call 
it), I’lirlridg® • shmding, Fax* aial Wolf - hunting : — on all 
gmitd KXjmlithwMi *if »««•)» »ort, litlb Fritx shall ride with 
i’afwi iit»l l«Mrty, Itcwgh furimw riding 5 now on swift steed, 
iKiw at ji|at»i on «, ‘Sau.sagf-Car’ 

no-mlleil, moat Mjiarlan of tohiiies, a mere dtifft’d jmle or 

* MUMgo ’ with whwla to it, on which you sit astride, a dozen 
or mt of you, ami mrm 1 — '^oitBrdleit* of Gw miminer heat and 
aantly dust, of Iho winter** fnwt-ntonn# and miKhiy rain. All 
this llir iitllo Oown-Frimw h boiiml to doj—diut like* it 
t«j*« mikI wmiw of u» art! sorry to observe ! In fact he 
istaild not lake to himting «t idl, or find tlie least of per- 
manent Mtkiiioaiitt in idKM*U«g |«rtridg8« and Wring sows, 

• with mioh an csijs-ndittHi' of industry and such damage 
to the smlfiehls,* Iw would nometinie* allege in extenuation. 
In kler ywm h#* ha* twwi known to rcrire into some glade 
of tim thicktte, md IwW a little llute-Hautbois Concert with 
hi* iMiwiml ctonirnhw, whib the sows were getting baited. 
Or to* wiMihi iwiviiWB with Mawroa awl her IWies, if her 
Majwty chuMivd to h® thww, In a day for opn driving. 
Which thli^ h| no m«i iwtwuwd hi* favour with I'ajm, a 

gwtml tiater dr*idfl«mi»«te priu'llci‘s.’ 

lilt wa* * on beer • soup,’ *» we said before, 

riiijiality, aotivity, oxarUlude were iwnon*^ daily and hourly 
hrmtghk liwitta to Wm, in •wuytldng he did ami saw. llis 
wry slot'll was stii^ly ratted out to him : ‘ Too much sleep 
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stupefies a fellow ! ’ Friedrich Wilhelm was wont to say ; — s 
that the very doctors had to interfere, in this matter, for littl 
Fritz. Frugal enough, hardy enough; urged in every way to loO) 
with indifference on hardship, and take a Spartan view of life 

Money-allowance completely his own, he does not seem ti 
have had till he was seventeen. Exiguous pocket-money 
counted in groschen (English pence^ or hardly more), only M 
Kalkstein and Finkenstein could grant as they saw good ; — 
about eighteenpence in the month, to start with, as woulc 
appear. The other small incidental moneys^ necessary for hi* 
use, were likewise all laid out under sanction of his Tutors, 
and accurately entered in Day-books by them, audited b3 
Friedrich Wilhelm; of which some specimens remain, and 
one whole month, September 1719 (the Boy’^s eighth year)^ 
has been published. Very singular to contemplate, in these 
days of gold-nuggets and irrational man-mountains fattened 
by mankind at such a price ! The monthly amount appears 
to have been some 3Z. 10^. : — and has gone, all but the 
eighteenpence of sovereign pocket-money, for small furnishings 
and very minute necessary luxuries ; — as thus : 

^To putting liis Highness's shoes on the last;* for stretching them to 
the little feet, — ^and only one ^ last,' as we perceive. * To twelve yards of 
Hairtape^ (Haarbandj for our little queue, which becomes visible here)# 
^For drinkmoney to the Postillions.' ^For the Housemaids at Wuster- 
hausen' (Don't I pay them myself? objects the auditing Papa, at that 
latter kind of items : No more of that). ^For mending the flute, four 
groschen (or pence) ^Two Boxes of Colours, sixteen ditto;' ^For a live 
snipe, twopence;' ^For grinding the hanger' (little swordkin); 'To a 
Boy whom the dog bit and chiefly of all, 'To ^&mingUutd* (CoUec- 
tion-plate, or hag, at Church), which comes upon us once, nay twice, and 
even thrice a week, eighteenpence each time, and eats deep into our 
stradtened means. ^ 

On such terms can a little Fritz* be nourished into a Fried- 
rich the Great ; while irrational man - mountains, of the 
beaverish or beaverish-vulpine sort, take stich a price to fatten 
them into monstrosity 1 The Art - manufacture of yomf 

^ Preuss^ i. ly 
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FrtnirU'h mn tnn«i' vrrv i-hfiip, it wtJtild apjn'ar, if once 
N«,tui\! luiw h«T jtiirl in repinni to him, and tliere 

Ihj mmi iummt wili ttn Ihe |mrt «f the bystajulers. Thus 
Sttiniiel Jtdin«»n, tin*, fowt next to jn)thiug in the way of 
IhmmxI mmI i^MttTtniiinH'ni in this world. Anti a llohert Burns, 
rrmtirknhlii tiiiKirrn 'I’hor, a Bcasaul gtsl of these sunk ages, 
with a ttiueli tsf ntelmlitnis rmun in him (siiiee all else lay 
imiler Iwi for the |«»iw fellow), wm misisl on fnigal oatmeal, 
at ail of j»vrlmjw Imif-a-crtiwn a week. Nuggets and 

tlumta aw tliviiie; hut they are not the most divine. I 

ciftoii wish the Devil had the lion's shiuxs of tlmin,' -at once, 

Biitl m»t eiit'uiloiisly iw now. It would lie an unsi»akable 
mlviMitago to tlio Uswildensl sons of Ailam, in this epoch 1 
liut witli regwrtl to our tittle drown -IVince's intellectual 
rtitliirt% them is another Document, sjKK'ially from Papa’s 
hiuitl, whit-li, if we can rixiact, luljust and abritlgc it, as in 
Iho ftinntT ease, may la* worth Uie reatler's notice, and eluci- 
ilaDi aoiiw tiling* for him. It is of «lale, Wimterhausen, 3 d 
«, pteMd«-r 1721 ; little Frit* now in his tentli year, and out 
tHm>, with his Dnlmns and Finkeimteins, while Papa is 
iti-.ii.iitliifi; for a few w^iks. 'Hie essentidl title is, or 

ttiight Im : 


T« mn /ffnkmsMH, MSotwnor i»n KulkiKrtn, Prmupier 

Jtipftm /^gUi0 ttuhm Jnndun, and ‘Mm whom U my wnem: 

Jbf Mrnkn^. M Wmtrkarnm, SW titftmmr 1721 } —m 
fora. 


• On SMtulny b# !• t« rise »t 7 1 and *» «»» «» hf h** 
riliipars «, sImiII kneel *!»*>» at his bedside, and pray to *» » » 
to & mom may bear if (Uiat Iber. be no dempto or short injure 
pimad apoo iw), • in Unsw word* : Dml Ood, blwwed *‘**®^> J. 

hmxi that Uiwi bast w «r*c w*ly f « 

this tdght nt me for wbal thy bely wW la ; and 1^® 

antbing this day, nor all die day. of my life, which can ,f 
Ibm For the Isord Jmm my Itodaemw* sake. 
tb« l«rd*s Fmyer. Thmi rapidly and 

mmh idmiidf eh»M, drew and powder and comb Umsolf . we forget to 


* k Ii» 



AvvHKxvii^mm vnisr stauk 


vmsr sTAiiK iiiiiiiRif, 

w>|, tJ«i i^liiliJ il»y Him hihI i|nruii'%^ iuiii, ljr« wiTli 

<«i l#»: '* IViipf* »itl» w^lnnir* hrmkimt wnl llin rwii, Uk I# 
llolW iflwi flliiiul4»0/ tlml U « 7* 

*Tlii« iiib!twl> ili lib llpunwilint wifl I'Hilmn *l-all mnm iii* »iit| t|« 
fHitilljr itifr»lii|i {4iiM fmM §0 m Mim'i: Ihmer i«i ili^ir kmm^ 

lluliA*! wiiliiti III wmt H i'lmpim vif tim Hilib, ««! #.4 iim *«««# fmipr 
IWtii nr llyinir (w jiriirtiwl In »i^il - ff^*«|jiliwl ; " * It frill 

ili«i lii t tniftrii«F if# II. ^tl Ihn ttwii ; hihI 

Iltiiimii «nw rwb wiilt my J%n tlip nf tim 5iiii4«y ; fiii|ititiiitl* 

I A. tSuif... # ,i . .! s ' ^ .«< j .... t ... , . j 


fwii Citinilibii* * (whirb IVilJ ki'iMitii |iy liwifi) il will 

\m i ikdmk* 

* hi 11 lirliig* my itimn tisi Itii^ J who $mm I*| C'Rurrli* wtil 
ftlimfi: witli (illtiiwr hI IIi# utrnlkp nf KimnJ ; * llie r:wi| pf ili# tky b 
iJbiii lib iiwii* (Frltib witl * h\ liiJf i In lit# ptwiiny, In 


M'ijnity f lliii li mrf wmk, 

H.l* nil -nil mmkitkf$, If k l«i li# fl f; 

m\i wi mnm m riillftl !» b tp ri«f ; mv to «tiiiiil to lilm 
tint If *lii mti. kitor m turn in Iml IriHlIy hi«1 m $ml ii|* ; fttdl 
»y lb firayaw, tlm i»mf m m Kntnlf y wi«riiiiig, 'llib iiwiii, If »tiilf m 
riiplilly Wi get im lb fhium wti iimltofflfulimi i hIhw wuhI lb fmm 

mml Itwtoii* lilt mil wltl mifit* FiMrlliiif ilill pi iiii lib * 

{Afrt kk luslr mi iiii4 Ini iirti 

pwitriMl.^ tiii li« ntnill fl Ilii wnmt liiii* 
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jipan ; 15111% rirliM witl |i*i'Vi^rl¥ «if lls«*lr l»V«in 3 in 4» Oulmn 

trifits Ilii'irrtUt)'' i».mi *itt* Mi^mi frmiimi), i in f% ihilmm Himll 

wrilp liini, that hi^ a gwHi 

(wliirti li« m^nt in tli-fs lw«l ilhih * Akmt FriU «lm!l wmh hit hands, 
Aii«i gti tn iltt^ iiiriif : ritl# mil ; tllvi^rl tiliw^!f, In thi^ air and init In his 
rmnn ; mu\ dn whiit li» lik«i If It l» m% »^lm% <ind/ 

*riii^ri% ilinti* I* m Hiiiifluy, mii th$m li ona WtM^kday ; whleh latter 
ffiiy mw inf all tti» nltwr thny strictly i|»elfl«d In 

til# riiyal «i«iitt|fra|4i, mmi mmf liniir «tf iimm markwl nut ; How, mid at 
wli»l iMiliili f4 Iwsidwi llili of llljlorf, of Iforfi/llf, and Writing in 
of Mi|w ftiiil tif-mfrnphg witli ill# itr#n0.h and woaknesi of 
y*%u mp I« lnkfe-iip 4r4lnwrlli? mor# than onod; o/ 

.JiVtork #0 w l« »ri|iilm # ictwl ^igium : In whit nook you may 

liitemkl# * i llttlw gtstiltif liy liwt of numtifilnn:, In o«ter to itrenicthon 
H# niPtttory*; li«* of Fannandorf (tiioihor iublim# 

llotilJ#iii#ii fmm lltrliii, who nomiit m% mpm$) flvM tht 
ukrli'id drill on Tir«dl#y ffuiminf ;--wiili whmli two omkugliti, of m 
lioiir'-'iiid-lialf iwrli * tlm f te wiUuIraw for th# woek, 

#ftfi w# li#iif no tfiof# mf III### tilt Monday and 'ruvsduy t*omu round iigain. 

On Wwiiiwnlif #» nm li#|f|iy to ohstm s ilic# of holiday 

«>w# ill. Al Imtiiif don# lil« Ukinrg, mti ^got iomelhlng 

1^ li^rl I# •irtiiilhtti tli» tii#iiiory * {rntf lHll#i II li to hi iwed), * Frite 
ilmll rafddly tlrpii liiniiii»lfj and oinni to tb# King. And Urn rwt of Ihi 
day kikitiiii l« tlllte Frite (grkim mr Miwrhwny On Saturday, too, 
tli#r# l« until# iiif ihitioi of Imtf holldiy s 

f«ir#tii»n illl hulf^pwl 1% mmm Hlitery, Writing md 
CvidmUm ; ' ivt-j#tiiE||y rtplltlofi #f what wait dmm through the waak, 
and in M.n-nhiy m wilt* (idda tlii ripid M4tily)i iii whither he 
im pfnfilid* A«i ll«iit.iml Ciwdf wi rinktnitnln, with CnUml ton 
iWI h# piiMiiil irnkm Fritii Itw proited, th#^ filter^. 

tt#«i iWl li« hi# own, If h# hiii not pwited, h# thiiili from %toBf 
wfwii uni barn riglitly wlmi l« la* forfolten on the piwt dtyn*' And 
m Ai kliwuritig mmk wlttli itetll up. Iiwi| howi^er, li on# g«eiiil 
rub wWiih Im km »ii«h mfm y«i| with whidi w# 

iowrltiiij _ . . * 

«!» rndx^^mlm md irwi^i fm niife u^iHom, Mmte pt out of, 

«fti Into, hli m §m% m in humimly fiowiihlt (kurtig m M m 

#1)* foil will ili» bok that hi to put m wd put 

,nf \m rh*ihr.« hlw^if, wllli##l Mf oth ««5 md that l» hi olemi 
s»l » ilrly m mkmrni^y * Not to dirty, tliat li 
mf im i mi btmkmf •i»w«»nud. ^ * 

t fmimk i 
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CHAPTEE IX 

WUSTERHAUSEN 

WtJSTEEHAUSEN, where for the present these operations go 
on, lies about twenty English miles south-east of Berlin, as 
you go towards Schlesien (Silesia) ; — on the old Silesian road, 
in a flat moory country made of peat and sand ; — and is not 
distinguished for its beauty at all among royal Hunting- 
lodges. The Gohrde at Hanover, for example, what a 
splendour there in comparison ! But it serves Friedrich 
Wilhelm’s simple purposes : there is game abundant in the 
scraggy woodlands, otter-pools, fish-pools, and miry thickets, of 
that old ^ Schenkenland’ (belonged all once to the ‘ ScTienhen 
Family,’ till old Bang Friedrich bought it for his Prince) ; 
retinue sufficient find nooks for lodgment in the poor old 
Schloss so-called; and Noltenius and Panzendorf drive out 
each once a week, in some light vehicle, to drill Fritz in his 
religious exercises. 

One ZoUner, a Tourist to Silesia, confesses himself rather 
pleased to find even Wusterhausen in such a country of sandy 
bent-grass, lean cattle, and flat desolate languor. 

^Getting to the top of the ridge' (most insignificant * ridge/ mad© by 
hand, Wilhelmina satirically says), Tourist Zollner can discern with 
pleasure / a considerable Brook/— visible, not audible, smooth Stream, or 
chain of meres and lakelets, flowing languidly northward towards 
Kopenik. Inaudible big Brook or Stream ; which, we perceive, drains 
a dightly hollowed Tract ; too shallow to be called valley,-— of several 
miles in width, of several yards in depth Tract with wood here and 
there on it, and signs of grass and culture, welcome after what you have 
passed. On the foreground close to you is the Hamlet of Kbnigs- 
Wusterhausen, with tolerable lime-tree Avenue leading to it, and the 
^ of something sylvan from your Hilltop. Konigs-Wusterhausen was 
once TTendia^Wusterhausen, and not far off is DmiS^fcA-Wusterhausen, 
flMued, I suppose, by faction-fights in the Vandalic times: both of them 
are mw Em^VWusterhausen (since the King came thither), to dktin- 
gwit them fiom other Wusterhausens that there are. 
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IlSpiifilfif , wltittclfif ilirttiifli ynwr yma Irw Aviniiifi, ydu tioma 

tuft liwifi I ulonic tlia lllgimfty. Anil in tke 

wiiiilii mf Ui^ |»ii «l liit t«» u ktsiii of <*8to or vwiltad imiiBaga 
f4rl m» fkm^ mfn ^illinpr)* wliw, If yon litvt liliarty, yon face to tlia 
mttil tfilur, lliw, mmm iliroti^h Into ton fraa light again, yon ara 
III • l*iiiirl : f#iir-«|iiarn tpioii, not wltoowt pro«|?nat 5 right «lda and left 
iltli nr# liiigiiifi ftif hi« ganilaman ; hihiiid yon, well In their 

tl#w, art i'lahtiw wd fcitrhoiw : In ton mum of tlia plaea m a Fonntdn 
♦ wlili tiwii itop «»«i iron rallingi’ j whiws hit ilmpla M^je«ty hai been 
fetiftiwi to til Witi iiwoki» mi iiimtiinr nvanlnp, nw fonrto •!<!© of your 
li » pliMiln I Imyonil whioh, mm hriilga and moat and 
Itttortfnliif ynti pwtlt#, on lla trim torraw, toa ranpiMviiihlo 

iiti A r#ri*»fwlar miwi, not of vmt proportion!, with 

tmmm til tli» #«ltw of it (tewtr for stair, tli« general roadway of 
III# I attil tooitfli wfiitoorli«ton yot woalhortight, and m 

4it':nlfn'd n,'": it em* Wwltrliitttfti ; FrWrIol vVilholnrs timing** 

1^1 fmmi Ilf #14-* 

A ifwltollf erowdtd fUm^ mf$ \Vilh 4 dnuna, wharo yon are atnffad 
into iwd feiiw not room to tnni. I'li# iarmooi ar© of «oma 

Irlwiiiiiii all roiiml wllh a row of Httli ollppad tmm^ on© hig 
»l ^ti «ni#r on© of thaw hig lima-traii, ddod by 

m Wf iilnf I II to Wi dollg hi to iprtad hln frugal hut »uh«tantial 

■■'in?! tT,s'©i'^ty at tot itroho of t% and to dint mb dto* 

If f«4ii «iPi» #», mfn Wilhtdmliia, you m% mt to miditg, too ground 
Wnf holliiw ill totl atid indwd in all wwtharf your situation 

ut-av, to » fihtwttil you Ilf Frliioti«*i idea, Is rather of tot horrible 
AHm iliintr, III Mi^My ilwp, airttohtd prhap on tome 
arin^t^ n^ll# or r::n^di'j^chi4r, for atoitti an hour; regardles)i of toe 
Sawii^ li«l, lit awiiii^ nr not ; mi wt por Fflnowtoi have to 
imilii paylfif all llm fciwta Ifeil to#y would nwunollato him «oom lids 
to atoml I pm. i laf |»l«f Frito to $mm to hto l^na In the InMtim. 

iiiir IWwwi# llto fwtotifttlar Boliliw with toe four big lindens 
m tit mi iifwtitid^ ly a Umt ; bliok ahomlniMe ditch, 

M II I nf Hi Iw of fBmrmt Sly*, and of a far worst 

iiwtti, lit m fttOifli to olmle m% in hm, days altor dliinir, toink* toe 
^rkfm MAm mm tola Moat or ditoh, from toe 
•iMili mt Ihnil witwri Teri^t^ or aldii of toe Sublet; and on tot 
Ibiirlii II li Hrllft ir*l.» wiiinf from llm ptHsade and 

t Qmtl, hM 'iMit m\f huinim iwtri* w*lklng *t it; but two 

•Ml* ihgiM pwfe »«i» II, mi twe blwk 4itU>, ijwb®!* of «»» hei^dio 
fewk «. j.^c-tuw}.* ■bewit te Wr Htt«y mf ; Itom two bliiok 
Hieijr m it«», »litoh'»re tWoui wroteboi wJtW, «>d many timw 
tin j>s,'=<ioiu(it*r'! » Ai ptbapa w» *MI ***> o” »®'"® (usoaaion. 
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This is Bridge firsts leading to the Court and to the outer Highway ; a 
King’s gentleman, going to bed at mgbt, has always to pass these Bears. 
Bridge second leads us southward to a common Mill which is near by ; 
its clacking audible upon the common Stream of the region, and not 
unpleasant to his Majesty, among its meadows fringed with alders, in 
a country of mere and moor. Bridge third, directly opposite to Bridge 
first and its Bears, leads you to the Garden ; whither Mamma, playing 
tocadille all day with her women, will not, or will not often enough, let 
us poor girls go.’^ 

Such is Wusterhausen, as delineated by a vehement 
Princess, some years hence, — who becomes at last intelligible, 
by study and the aid of our Silesian Tourist. It is not 
distinguished among Country Palaces : but the figure of 
Friedrich Wilhelm asleep there after dinner, regardless of the 
flaming sun (should he sleep too long and the shadow of his 
linden quit him),- — ^this is a sight which no other Palace in 
the world can match ; this will long render Wusterhausen 
memorable to me. His Majesty, early always as the swallows, 
hunts, I should suppose, in the morning ; dines and sleeps, 
we may perceive, till towards three, or later. His Official 
business he will not neglect, nor shirk the hours due to it ; 
toward sunset there may be a walk or ride with Fritz, or 
Feekin and the womankind : and always, in the evening, his 
Majesty holds Tabagie, Tdbdks-CoTkgkmi (Smoking College, 
kind of Tobacco-Parliament, as we mi^t name it), an Insti- 
tution punctually attended to by his Majesty, of which we 
shall by and by speak more. At Wusterhausen his Majesty 
holds his Smoking Session mostly in the open air, oftenest 
‘ on the steps of the Great Fountain’ (how arranged, as to 
seating and canvas-screening, I cannot say) ; — smokes there, 
with his Grumkows, Derschans, Anhalt-Dessaus, and select 
Friends, in various slow talk; till Night kindle her mild 
darli^ts, shake down her dark curtains over all Countri«Sj 
and admonish weary mortals that it is now bedtime. 

muscfc <d the Picturesque in this aatamral fife trf our 
» Zmec, Bri^eMerSeUesiat (Berlin, 1792), L 2, 3 ; Wilhelmina, i. 364, 365. 



CHAP. IX.] WUSTERHAUSEN 4,01 

I7I3'I723] 

little Boy. But he has employments in abundance; and 
these make the permitted open air, under any terms, a delight. 
He can rove about with Duhan among the gorse and heath, 
and their wild summer tenantry winged and wingless. In the 
woodlands are wild swine, in the meres are fishes, otters ; the 
drowsy Hamlets, scattered round, awaken in an interested 
manner at the sound of our pony-hoofs and dogs. Mitten- 
walde, where are shops, is within riding distance ; we could 
even stretch to Kopenik, and visit in the big Schloss there, if 
Duhan were willing, and the cattle fresh. From some church- 
steeple or sand-knoll, it is to be hoped, some blue streak of 
the Lausitz Hills may be visible : the Sun and the Moon and 
the Heavenly Hosts, these full certainly are visible ; and on 
an Earth which everywhere produces miracles of all kinds, 
from the daisy or heather-bell up to the man, one place is 
nearly equal to another for a brisk little Boy. 

Fine Palaces, if Wusterhausen he a sorry one, are not 
wanting to our young Friend : whatsoever it is in the power 
of architecture and upholstery to do for him, may be con- 
sidered withal as done. Wusterhausen is but a Hunting- 
lodge for some few Autumn weeks : the Berlin Palace and 
the Potsdam, grand buildings both, few Palaces in the world 
surpass them ; and there, in one or the other of these, is our 
usual residence. — Little Fritz, besides his young Finkensteins 
and others of the like, has Cousins, children of his Grand- 
father's Half-brothers, who are comrades of his. For the 
Great Elector, as we saw, was twice wedded, and had a second 
set of sons and daughters: two of the sons had children; 
certain of these are about the Crown-Prince’s own age, 
^ Cousins’ of his (strictly speaking, Half-cousins of hk 
FatTier*s\ who are much about him in his young days, — and 
more or less afterwards, according to the worth they proved 
to have. Margraves and Margravines of Schwedt, — ^there 
are five or six of such young Cousins. Not to mention the 
eldest, Friedrich Wilhelm by name, who is now come to man- 
hood (bom 1700) who wished much m after years to have 
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Wilhelmina to wife; but had to put-up with a younger 
Princess of the House, and ought to have been thankful 
This one has a younger Brother, Heinrich, slightly Fritss'^s 
senior, and much his comrade at one time ; of whom we shall 
transiently hear again. Of these two the Old Dessauer is 
Uncle ; if both his Majesty and the Crown-Prince should die, 
one of these would be king. A circumstance which Wilhel- 
mina and the Queen have laid well to heart, and build many 
wild suspicions upon, in these years i As that the Old 
Dessauer, with his gunpowder face, has a plot one day to 
assassinate his Majesty, — ^plot evident as sunlight to Wilhel- 
mina and Mamma, which providentially came to nothing ;• — 
and other spectral notions of theirs.^ The Father of these 
two Margraves (elder of the two Half-brothers that have 
children) died in the time of old King Friedrich, eight or 
nine years ago. Theii Mother, the scheming old Margravine, 
whom I always fancy to dress in high colours, is still living, 
— as Wilhelmina well knows ! 

Then, by another, the younger of those old Half-brothers, 
there is a Karl, a second IWedrich Wilhelm, Cousin-Margraves; 
plenty of Cousins ; — and two young Margravines among them,® 
the youngest about Fritz’s own age.® No want of Cousins ; 

^ Wilhelmina, i. 35, 41. ® Mi^aelis, i. 

* JVbu of the Coustn-Margrams , — Great Elector, by Ms Seoomd Wife Imd Five 
Sons, Two of whom left Qiildren; — as follows (so far as they concern us,— the 
others omitted ) : 

I®. Son Fhilip^s Children (Mother the Old I)essauer*s Sister) are ; Friedrich 
Wilhelm (1700)^ who wished much, but in vaM, to marry Wiheteina. Heinrich 
Friedrich (1709)1 a comrade of Fritz’s in youth ; sometimes getting into scrapes ; 
— ^misbehaved, some way, at the Battle of Molwitz (first of Friedrich’s Battles), 
1741, and was inexorably cut by the new Edng, ahd continued under a cloud 
thenceforth.— This (‘PMp Wilhelm’) died lyil, Ms torty 4 Mrd year; 

Widow long survived him. 

2®. ^oxy Alherds Children (Mother a Courland Princess) are: Karl (1705); 
lived near Ctlstrin 5 became a femed captMh, in the Silesian Wars, under his 
Cbusin Friedrich (l 7 oi) ; fell at Molwitz, 1741. Friedrich Wilhelm (« Miurpwl 
Friedrich Wiiielm''‘MOta‘' 2, of his now Majesty, it ishhe)5, 

I„7i4;, kiMedat Prag, by a caimon-shot (at King Frie^iriA’S -hand, reoonnoteMg 
the place), 1744, — ^This Albert (* Albert Friedrich’) died suddenly 1731, 
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the Crown -Prince seeing much of them all ; and learning 
pleasantly their various qualities, which were good in most, 
in some not so good, and did not turn out supreme in any 
case. But, for the rest. Sister Wilhelmina is his grand con- 
federate and companion; true in sport and in earnest, in joy 
and in sorrow. Their truthful love to one another, now and 
till death, is probably the brightest element their life yielded 
to either of them. 

What might be the date of Fritz’s first appearance in the 
Boucoulles ^ Soiree held on Wednesdays,’ in the Enkenstein 
or any other Soiree, as an independent fignre, I do not know. 
But at the proper time, he does appear there, and with dis- 
tinction not extrinsic alone; — talks delightfully in such 
places ; can discuss, even with French Divines, in a charmingly 
ingenious manner. Another of his elderly consorts I must 
mention : Colonel Camas, a highly cultivated Frenchman 
(French altogether hy parentage and breeding, though born 
on Prussian land), who was Tutor, at one time, to some of 
those young Margraves. He has lost an arm, — ^left it in 
those Italian Campaigns, under Anhalt-Dessau and Eugene ; 
— ^but by the aid of a cork substitute, dextrously managed, 
almost hades the want. A gallant soldier, fit for the 
diplomacies too ; a man of fine high ways.^ And then his 
Wife- — ^In fact, the Camas House, we perceive, had from an 
early time been one of the Crown-Prince’s haunts. Madam 
Cam^ is a German Lady ; but for genial elegance, for 
wit and wisdom and goodness, could not readily be paralleled 
in France or elsewhere. Of both these Camases ihere will 
be kfnoipable and important mention by and by; especially 
of the Lady, whom he continues to call ^ Mamma’ for fifty 
years to come, and corresponds with in a very beautiful and 
htunan fashion. 

Under these auspices, in such environment^ dimly visible 
MUitair-Le^ikon, u ^oS. 
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tri lit WiHlrif'lifiitM’li W»4 «■! w tit Ir, r?T, |}iif‘ triiisirk iililsial 
lilllr rri*#|.| 4 \iiii'r of lin I c?i!ur^ ':;p, 

%rt 


r II ri“ i: H 

Till: lllTHr t.lil, 11*4 4,% In 

Fuft: Hill 'll ,, l»iit W^ti^ 

|rrllilll»t"ll «f ^lirp^i'rr li*’ 1^'?%% l»\ lln'Jr Ii« l■%*k isf irittir^ils^ 
IliiritJ IjilMiiir* wtsirli* n^rii in tiw r'tu'4eirii W"ii'> 

lirl III i!iir« fill! At tliw’ lir mm «r»nri»fini|^ 

IiiitnirlittiiA fiir liis iilll*^ tViii4’'ip’9 cuvil ^rimkiu’g 

lltttlrr I.!»ip m^\h Iv#|.fl‘ 

anil tiiiii'*li Ilf lib nwn |*i tliink i*f, fiir'rip ia r%ty»iir«iitt 
IVililinil mtimgh tsi IW twirli 

III liii tl*'Mn:/!i!;- wtll'nil, ai»«l $m dm$h% iii^iriiiiifwl 

tif aiiiiil llir t♦.lWlrr■n-:r!«»l|i!«, lliissimw nf llir llmbltif'rg 

!*rtlll»i|illii» ; wliirli b r^nrailig In m III llurst© 

Alltllflill itiimfli* 17 IP. 

liiilw'^l ilii# Vmf 171!! mm m j%«>S'ln 'ulttili ftii* 

|liltl» ^t7lb b Hin ymu frf * iir'|»lsfi|M^ rti^fll* / winSrii |«4f4l 
»t llmnilrnliirrii tm jminwt *4 Hb ; '«i'iiti aknil 

tif ||||f|i«ii*t*^ ilml.ll ; 'l^lt'irii f«f liv ri|»w* j 

tpitmiiiiTit ififtile In lirr , ii#i*l ‘ . %tc? 

lill«ii i lliit|.kft.* f*iHi.iwifig ^ ® Alwl tl» 

* Ilf ttn wHirii I to nlil nri? ‘tf* 

fiill.# liktwlinf, Ito trii^b nf II falk, iii 17 1 i* t>l tlrin'riil lit# 

* Ifting.atbn MiiIiI»ii'|a#||* iirto mm m mwm liitiig^nri'Sitt f4«4t^:llfffi 

mriil .I%rp?f iif Itwai I #lt ^ wiwlng liliirk 

lou’;-. totW’^fi kVtolricli ai^l ito .4' I.* ,;■ 

CiitirtJi.| mui * Itoir |<i to »fi«|il tifii 

»ia« tlaji liy liitwl nitflaiia* mjiSrilri'l fist til 

Htti^ twirtoiRini no tlmt Fiwlririi V\ ftll 

lito H plww of mml tm biif tt#|ft 

• I, 
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till! %vil!i ;i I MU' irf ols uimUt lils piUuw of tw$ 

t IlifiiMutruoii of tine kinti, and intensely 
In ri}i‘»!iieh Willirliii; wliam kViedrich Wilhelm 
liiisi ill k«’d to. Ui\ Ii*»til of, irs\ thin very yi‘m\ and ultimately 
ii'iiiitJ iiiiiiii fin* Hininiir .nifat tvtmder <»f niiuikind of Hm, 
m In* niiil ^lill filling nmiiy {ingcss of the old Books, 
a liHif ntuitt Mitfirr, and we will say nothing farther. But 
till, of tlo'' I iriil* Prote.Htant*«i though also rather an 
101 .*% ^fil! mane rhiiins on m* ''fhiH, in justice 
III I hr * iiiiirtiryh'itr iini!i of geniuH^' and for other reasons, we 
iior/f riidrooiir ft* fvoiH*ilide ft little. 


fif htif t'fil', iCm'l liiiiip: Him he ^it a Wife kng dme^ 
aiiil ifiil in the World 


11$rre iis y**aw, at Ihndelherg, m Elector- 

IhilritjMr.ft kind tmnj«’rrd Init fdmij'it and soinewhat unrewon- 
ftldr iiht gi*idlriiifoi* isow verging towanfs sixty, Earl Philip 
tiv tifMor * win \\m roitie id.liwart the Bmhn (hurt and its 
nflhtrn nii*ir llniii *mre ; and will again do mi, in a singularly 
d.s'4uri:n.ni.t wav. hVoiii lafon* I’Ynnlrkh Willieinfs birth, all 
tfiriiiigli I dlirlui s life ft.iid fartln^r, tins hail 1. hihp 

k ri ^foiiililtiig tiiiw. His first feat in life waa that 

Ilf niniiiiig off with a Pnwian IViiieesH from Berlin | the 
rmi'ioiir .of w'ld*'h wa?! ?^ldl ai its height when hiici.irich 'W'll- 
lielffu. ft fMi!ifr,dd lifter, riime Into the world,— the gossips 
.til! talking of it, we iiiiiy fnnry, when Friedrich Wilhelm 
wii.» lird 'iwiuldlwi i%ii iiiihearthof thing; the manner of 
w1iir.lt 


Itriwiew ilftVr |>i.rrlia|i 


ftirKotiPn, thnt old ling Friedrich i. 


t ll,.i «.a«4 in ‘ m<\ «.f 1717' | «*1«! «l«i« »?e*r, often privately to 

ih« , .4n|*i>¥. |»..l«.ntoK the t'-yn* wit** J wiilnirew w the H^e, suspect- 

11:,“., ....«»!< K..iw wlM nut of f Tcrr.tonr to 

ite. it, Hfnmha, srnmg Ilk.l. f..« rnrmtmn 

pltfM, imt. Ar»t<» <?»»• ‘n **‘**’«>‘> *“■ *9». 3°* > Fwismarm, 

|l. III I ilk 
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in » way, ntumiui*' In(i.s|inu-k, fightijip; tlus Turks, 

lint, lately, his eltirr Brother diwl chiUIlcsH (ywvr 1716); and 
left hitw Ku»riir .l of the Pfalx, His fair llatlzivil is dead 
long ttgt» ; *he, and a Min-c sor, or it may 1 m; two. Except 
ntio ll iii hlt r, whom the fair Undzivil loft him, he has no 
ohiklren ; ami in thwi times, I think, iivoa with a third Wife, 
ttf the fiitJul kiml. 

His MSireity ^ progeny is not so indifTerent to my readers 
as tBey might supfKsw. This new Kur-P/hlx (Elector-Palatine) 
Karl itiiiip is l»y goiwaloi'v who, thinks the reader ? Pfalz- 
Xrutni*'" by lino; own Gmntison of tlmt Wolfgang Wilhelm, 
wiiti g«»t th« slap on the face long since, on account of tk; 
f matter ! it has come rtmnd, Tlie Line of 

Sinmmrn dW mt, \Vin». r King's Gramdson the last of that ; 
and tbwi, m right was, the line of Nenlniig took the top 
plni*, and bemno K«r-l*fal«. lire first of tl>ae was this 
Karl l»hilip'* EtdhiT.wm of the lh-.slapp«l ; an old man when 
Im WMtSBoded. Karl Hiilip is the Ihirtl Kur-Pfak of the 
Si I'.hii!;-: litmi his childlem rider Brtjteer (he who collected 
tlm llotowi at nil . .. !d..»f, <mc« noteWe them) was second 
of th« 'N’ndturg--., ITwy now, we say, «« Electors-Palatiue, 
il«^ idT tlm Hmme and, we need not arid, along witlr 
their Kkriorate and N.-dmrg amnlry, jMisaess the Cleve- 
JiiUrh Mobtf «r Iloritegc, ri»«t which there was such 
w M! 1 . -tn; in time past. Nay the last Kur-Ffak resided there, 
and willBetod the * ntimeldorf Gallery,’ m m have just said ; 
^htw^ .lari IMip prefers Hridetherg hitherto. 

T© Fritririrh WUhrim too iwarrity of progeny is a thnee- 
find. .For if this actual Ncubuig toould leave no 
mate hair, a* k w»w humanly probable,— the line of Neu- 
Imm K.‘» i’ out ; Mil tl«® great things ought to follow for 
tmr lltmm. TTmn, by the last Bargain, made in 

Hit if), with all 'i.th'tHidl V, between the Great Elector, our 
<»»Aitdfrttfn*f Ilf famous Hwnmrv, and your serene lather 
tte? th*a» Pfalz Nwdwirg, subsotiueatly lur-Pfals, likewte of 
fatwuM utmooi v , sou of rim Btshtppcil, "the whole Hentage 
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falls to Prussia, no other Pfalz Branch having thenceforth 
the least claim to it. Bargain was express ; signed, sealed, 
sanctioned, drawn-out on the due extent of sheepskin, which 
can still be read. Bargain clear enough : but will this Karl 
Philip incline to keep it ? 

That may one day be the interesting question. But that 
is not the question of controversy at present ; not that, but 
another ; for Karl Philip, it would seem, is to be a frequent 
stone-of-stumbling to the Prussian House. The present ques- 
tion is of a Protestant-Papist matter ; into which Friedrich 
Wilhelm has been drawn by his public spirit alone. 


Karl Philip and his Heidelberg Protestants 

The Pfalz population was, from of old, Protestant-Cal- 
vinist ; the Electors-Palatine used to be distinguished for 
their forwardness in that matter. So it still is with the 
Pfalz population ; but with the Electors, now that the 
House of Simmern is out, and that of Neuburg in, it is not 
so. The Neuburgs, ever since that slap on the face, have 
continued Popish ; a sore fact for this Protestant population, 
when it got them for Sovereigns. Karl Philip’s Father, am 
old soldier at Vienna, and the elder Brother, a Collector of 
Pictures at Diisseldorf, did not outwardly much molest the 
creed of their subjects. Protestants, and the remnant of 
Catholics (remnant naturally rather expanding now that the 
Court shone on it), were allowed to live in peace, according 
to the Treaty of Westphalia, or nearly so; dividing the 
churches and chruch-revenues equitably between them, as 
directed there. But now that Karl Philip is come in, there 
is no mistaking his procedures. He has come home to Heidel- 
berg with a retinue of Jesuits ahmit him ; to whom tihe poor 
old gentleman, looking before and aft® on this troublous 
world, finds it salutary to give ear. 

Hisnibblings at Protestant rights, his contrivances to slide 
Catholics into dmrdhes which were not theirs, and the like 
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foul iJ.’i', ill tlwk* luaUrr, hml Im'I'h w»m»wful to wo, for some 
time jMwi I'.itrlor «»f Mniiw, (’hief-rnesl of (JcTiminy, 

is Imsy i« tl>f ««»« ‘liioiiiojn ; ho nntl others. Indeed, 
over »i»t» of Uyswiek, wlioro Isolds xiv. surrep- 

tituMisly inlnsiutn! ik a-rtain *riiitiw,' wliieh could never be 
gut rid' of nibbling ikggrcMsiotiH of Unis kind have gone 

on mows »*«l »»»«»«•• Altviiys Uw shiggishly rk-sistal by the 
(’nrpm i'u.-nr.tt, in the Diob or ot hcrw isc, the ‘Unitetl 

l*n»twtai»t Sttv,-n .1 * not Ixdng an active ‘Body’ there. 
And now luon* ’ • : > b!y than ever; said f-'or/nw having 
Angtist Kh*et«*r t»f Sajtiaiy* t’alhoUc (Shnni-f’atholic) King of 
Bolatid, for lla Utlicial Heat! ; ‘ Akigiwt the I’hysically Strong,’ 
a wan liighly HnronceriMsl for watlk'rn Kv.'ing« IIc;il ! So that 
the kfibldin- go »*n WWW and wkirwi. An offence to all 
Brotewtiint Kkdfw who had any conwienct* ; at length an 
untwarntde one to i Viwlriih V\ ilie-lm, who, alone of them all, 
dtatidcal to iittkou im effertkknlly, aw! wiy, at whatever risk 
tlkere ndflkt «ml aliiwi it ! 

Kw! llkilip, after «owe nihblings, look-up the Ileidellx'rg 
tlalwlibro (wliieli ratKlully will* Bic Miect ‘ itlolatnms ’), imd 
oitlensd *ftid t’ntwhiww, an Aiithoriws! Book, to a>ase in his 
ihmiinlMni. lliJwmn-t’iiwH'l, a l‘rotM»tant lu-ighhour, pleaded, 
FrietWrU W illa-tm glooming in the rear; hut 
to no jmrfaw. tfor cdd g.mtl. imiu, ht» Prieste being very 
d«lig<|*t tijmn him, ihcided next to get powiission of the 
/f, fA? ? A'inAr (I'lmn-h of the Holy (Ihost, principfd 
of WorJItip at lleiileliwrg), and wake it his principal 
(’atlo dka! Omwli tliw. By Treaty of Wmtplialia, or peacc- 

« * rfr¥.«« /‘Swr#* 4'>fkk ‘ li rt*« iedi«k«t name d h. JPhntiiA Arikh 

•HtwUlr* ttai* K»tiB t****** ****** 5‘«**‘*«'***y «£* mannef of town* and 

Btser*. la the me. tmuefc imrmt, (Kwtewh*; too, In Iste 

W« Iw th* mU King. •’ A. •.* r-.uam v) t Cimit of /SwrtA Artiek (added 

to lt,V a f|«ir**. •*» w - '"•'■**** »*"<»*»» ***“« 

* AVA-.>«* « CmiMi MmatiA, in Imis m miiimtit, in ttaiu fm #«« «si 

, gijHMiB.Citihwlte ftllfkm lo eoMlnne a* it now i» ’ (t* wt Imve made 

It trt toj * to MirSi lowM *114 fttoiwi.' Which r/xKW R*ve rise to very great hut 

InrflWilBiil IswwrtMtjt and tlelailag. {Svhttll, Trnith de Pnix (l*af# 1817 ), !• 
411 »j ««»;l»l»ol* ) hj 4 okr,i.-'.--A.--'V- j etc.) 



CHAP. x.j THE HEIDELBBKG- PROTESTAOTS 411 

*7»9l 

bad usage, and ever worse ; and no ilirrjnm Eva/ngeliconm, 
or appointed Wateb-dog doing other than hang its eiws, and 
look sorry for itself and us ! — 

The Ileidfdbergers, however, had applied to Friedrich 
Wilhelm among others. Friedrich. Wilhelm, who had long 
looked on those Anti-Protestant phenomena with increasing 
anger, found now that this of the Heidelberg Catechism and 
Kirdie was enough to make one’s patience ran 
over. Your unruly Catholic bull, plunging about, and goring 
men in that mod absurd manner, it will behove that some- 
body take him by the honis, or by the tail, and teach him 
manners. Teach him, not by vocal precepts, it is likely, 
which would avail nothing on such a brute, but by practical 
cudgelling and scourging to the due pitch. Pacific Friedrich 
Wilhelm perceived that he himself would have to do that 
disagreeable feat: — the growl of him, on coming to such 
resolution, must have been consolatory to these poor Heidel- 
bergers, when they applied !— His plan is very simple, as the 
plans of gt'nius are; but a plan leading direct to the end 
desired, and probably tbo only one that would have done so, 
in the circumstances. Cudgel in hand, he takes the Catholic 
hull, — -shall we say, by the horns? — more properly perhaps 
by the tail ; and teaches him manners. 


Friedrkh WIlHim'.f Mfihocl ; — frowx remedial m ffcidelberg 

Friedrich Wilhelm’s first step, of course, was to remonstrate 
pacifically with his Serene Highness on the Heidelberg-Church 
affair : from this he probably expected nothing ; nor did he 
get anything. Getting nothing from this, and the counten- 
ance of external Protestant Powers, especially of George i. and 
the Dutch, being promised him in ulterior measures, he 
directed his Administrative Officials in Magdeburg, in Minden, 
in Hamerslehcn, where are Catholic Foundations of import- 
ance, to assemble the Catholic Canons, Abbots, chief Meats 
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and all whom it might concern in these three Places, and to 
signify to them as follows : 

^From us, your Protestant Sovereign, you yourselves and 
all men will witness, you have hitherto had the best of usage, 
fair-play, according to the Law's of the Reich^ and even more. 
With the Protestants of Heidelberg, on the part of the 
Catholic Powers, it is different. It must cease to be different ; 
it must become the same. And to make it do so, you are the 
implement I have. Sorry for it, but there is no other handy. 
From this day your Churches also are closed, your Public 
Worship ceases, and furthermore your Revenues cease ; and all 
makes dead halt, and falls torpid in respect of you. Prom 
this day ; and so continues, till the day (may it be soon !) when 
the Heidelberg Church of the Holy Ghost is opened again, 
and right done in that question. Be it yours to speed such 
day : it is you that can and will, you who know those high 
Catholic regions, inaccessible to your Protestant Sovereign. 
Till then you are as dead men ; temporarily fallen dead for a 
purpose. And herewith God have you in his keeping 1 ’ ^ 

That was Friedrich Wilhelm’s plan ; the simplest, but pro- 
bably the one effectual plan. Infallible this plan, if you dare 
stand upon it ; which Friedrich Wilhelm does. He has a 
formidable Army, ready for fight ; a Treasury or Army-chest 
in good order. George i. seconds, according to bargain ; 
shuts the Catholic Church at Zelle in his Liineberg Country, 
in like fashion ; Dutch, too, and Swiss will endorse the 
matter, should it grow too serious. All which, involving 
some diplomacy and correspondence, is managed with the due 
promptitude, moreover.^ And so certain doors are locked ; 
and Friedrich Wilhelm’s word, unalterable as gravitation, has 
gone forth. In this manner is the mad Catholic bull taken 

^ ^ i. 347, 349. 

® Cbiwch of Zelle shut up, 4th November; Minden, 28th November ; Mon- 
astery of Hamersleben, 3d December, etc. (Putter, Bhtorische Eftt^icke* 
hmg der hmtigen Staatsverfassun^ des TeutscJim Reichs^ Gottingen, 1788, ii. 
3 S 4 » 390). 
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by the ktil : keep fast bokl^ and apply your cudgel duly in 
tluvfc attitude, be will not gore you any more ! 

The l\fagttt‘l)urg-IIainerskbeii people shrieked piteously; 
not to Fri(;drieb Wilbelmj^ wboiu they knew to be deaf on 
that sitle of bis beiul^ but to the Kaiser, to the Pope, to the 
Se!*enity of Heidelberg. Serene Highness of Heidelberg was 
iniuh buffed ; IvaiHer dreadfully so, and wrote heavy menacing 
rc‘l)ukeH. To wbicli Friedrich Wilbebn listened with a mini- 
mum of i*eply ; keeping firm hold of the tail, in such bellow- 
ing of the animal. The end was, Serene Highness had to 
comply ; within three months, Kaiser, Serene Highness and 
the other j)arlies interested, found that there would be 
nothing for it hut to compose ihemselveKS, and do what was 
just* Aj)ril HJth, 17S(), the Protestants are reinstated in 
tlmir IMlige-(ivut Khrhe; Heidelberg Catechism goes its 
free course again, May 16ih; and one Baron Reck^ is 
appointed Commissioner, from the Corpus Evmgeliconm^ to 
TIei<k;Iherg ; who continues rigorously inspecting (Church 
matters there for a considerable time, much to the grief of 
Highm\ss and *h*suits, till he can rejjort that all is as it 
HhouUl be on that lumd. Karl PIuHp felt so disgusted with 
these results, lie nmioved his Court, that same year, to Mann- 
heim ; c}uittcd Ileidelhcrg ; to the discouragement and visible 
<lecay of tluj places ; ami, in spite of humble petitions and 
remonstrances, tu‘ver w<mld return ; neither he nor those that 
followed Intn would shift from Mannheim again, to this day* 


Enmmm Majesip hm (Jhplamul ilw Kmser and the 
Al'Hff of Poland 

Friedrich \Vilh(*luds iiraises from the IVotestant public 
were great, on tJiis occasion. Nor can we, who lie much 
fartlier from it in every sense, refuse him some grin of 
iipproval. Act, and maimer of doing the act, are creditably 
of a piece with Friedrich Wilhelm ; physiognomic of the 

^ Mkhi^lls, IL 95 1 PMteic, ii. 3841 390 1 Buebhok, pp. 61-63. 
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rugged veracious man. It is one of several such acts done 
him : for it was a duty apt to recur in Germany, in his 
This duty Friedrich Wilhelm, a solid Protestant after his sojH 
and convinced of the ^ nothingness and nonsensicality ( 
grwid und Absurditdt) of Papistry/ was always honoiira.l>3 
prompt to do. There is an honest bacon-and-greens co33 
science in the man ; almost the one conscience you can findL i 
any royal man of that day. Promptly, without tremiilon 
counting of costs, he always starts up, solid as oak, on "fcEi 
occurrence of such a thing, and says, ^ That is unjust ; contr^x 
to the Treaty of Westphalia; you will have to put dow: 
that ! ’ — ^And if words avail not, his plan is always this sancx^ 
Clap a similar thumbscrew, pressure equitably calculated, o; 
the Catholics of Prussia ; these can complain to their 
and Jesuit Dignitaries : these are under thumbscrew till 'fcti 
Protestant pressure be removed. Which always did rec*fcif 
the matter in a little time. One other of these instances, tlxa 
of the Salzburg Protestants, the last such instance, as th.is c 
Heidelberg was the first, will by and by claim notice from xxs 
It is very observable, how Friedrich Wilhelm, hatinj 
quarrels, was ever ready to turn out for quarrel on such, eui 
occasion; though otherwise conspicuously a King who shstii 
well at home, looking after his own affairs ; meddling with xx* 
neighbour that would be at peace with him. This propeirl: 
is Friedrich Wilhelm'^s ^ sphere of political activity ’ amoxxj 
his contemporaries , this small quasi-domestic sphere, of foa: 
bidding injury to Protestants. A most small sphere, J^xx 
then a genuine one . nor did he seek even this, had it xxo 
forced itself upon him. And truly we might ask, What last 
become of the other more considerable ^ spheres ’ in tlast 
epoch ? The supremest loud-trumpeting ‘ political activities 
which then filled the world and its newspapers, what has *fcla^ 
upshot of them universally been ? Zero and oblivion ; 
other. While this poor Fiiedrich-Wilhelm sphere is perlxap? 
still a countable quantity. Wise is he who stays well stj 
home, and does the duty he finds lying there 
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Great favour from the Protestant public : but, on tbe 
other baud, his Majesty had given otlence in high places. 
What help for it? The thing was a point of conscience 
with him ; natural to the surly Iloyal Overseer, going his 
rouiuls in the world, stick in hand ! Ilowevei", the Kaiser 
was altogether gloomy of brow at such disobedience. A 
Kaiser unfriendly to Friedrich Wilhelm . witness that of the 
UiUtr-Dunst (our unreasonable Magdeburg Hitters, counten- 
anced by him, on such terms, in such style too), and other 
oflensive iiistances that could be given. Perhaps the Kaiser 
will not always continue gloomy of biw ; perhaps the 
thoughts of the Imperial breast may alter, on our behalf 
or his own, one day ? — 

Nor could King August the Physically Strong be glad to 
see his * Director ’ function virtually superseded, in this 
triumphant way. A year or two ago, Friedrich Wilhelm 
had with the due cautions and politic reserves, inquired of 
the Corpus F/tuDiffdkxyrujn, ‘ If they thought the present 
Directomhip (that of August the Physically Strong) a good 
one ? ’ and ‘ Whether ho, Friedrich Wilhelm, ought not per- 
haps himself to be Director ?’ — ^'Po which, though the answer 
was clear as noonday, this poor Corpus had only mumbled 
some ‘ Quieta ww motm-e,' or other wise-foolish saw ; and 
helplcswly shrugged its shoulders.^ But King August him- 
self, -—though a jovial social kind of animal, quite otherwise 
occupied in the world ; busy prcnlucing his Three-hundred 
and fifty-four Bastards there, and not careful of Church 
matt«r 8 at all, — had expressed his indignant surprise. And 
now, it would seem nevertheless, though the title remains 
where it was, the function has fallen to another, who actually 
does it : a thing to provoke comparisons in the public. 

Clement the Hungarian Forger, vendor of false state- 

* 1717-1719, when Aapst’s k'mprim, Heir-Apparent, likewise declared him- 
self Papist, to the horror and astonishment of poor Saxony, and wedded the late 
Kaiser Joseph's Daughter »— not to Father August’s horror ; who^ was steering 
towards ‘popularity In Poland,' ‘hereditary Polish Crown,' etc. with the young 
nan. (Buohhols, L 53 *S($<) 
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secrets, is well hanged; went to the gallows (18th April 
1720) with much circumstance, just two days before that 
Heidelberg Church was got reopened. But the suspicions 
sown by Clement cannot quite be abolished by the hanging of 
him : Forger indisputably ; but who knows whether he had 
not something of fact for basis ? What with Clement, what 
with this Heidelberg business, the Court of Berlin has fallen 
wrong with Dresden, with Vienna itself, and important clouds 
have risen. 


There is an absurd Flame of War^ blown out hy Admiral 

Byng ; and a new Man of Genius announces himself to the 

dim Popdations. 

The poor Kaiser himself is otherwise in trouble of his own, 
at this time. The Spaniards and he have fallen out, in spite 
of Utrecht Treaty and Rastadt ditto; the Spaniards have 
taken Sicily from him ; and precisely in those days while Karl 
Philip took to shutting-up the Heilige-Geist Church at Heidel- 
berg, there was, loud enough in all the Newspapers, silent as 
it now is, a ^ Siege of Messina’ going on; Imperial and 
Piedmontese troops doing duty by land, Admiral Byng still 
more effectively by sea, for the purpose of getting Sicily back. 
Which was achieved by and by, though at an extremely 
languid pace.^ One of the most tedious Sieges ; one of the 
paltriest languid Wars (of extreme virulence and extreme 
feebleness, neither party having any cash left), and for an 
object which could not be excelled in insignificance. Object 
highly interesting to Kaiser Karl vi. and Elizabeth Farnese 
Termagant Queen of Spain, These two were red, or even 
were pale, with interest in it; and to the rest of Adam’s 

^ Byng’s Seafight, loth August 1718 (Campbell’s Lives of the Admirals, iii. 
468) ; whereupon the Spaniards, who had hardly yet completed their capture of 
Mesana, are besieged it ; — 29th October 1719, Messina retaken (this is the 
'Siege of Messina’): February 1720, Peace is clapt up (the chief article, that 
Alberoni shall be packed away), and a ' Congress of Cambrai* is to meet, and 
settle everything. 
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Fostfi-iLv it was not. iniriiiHically wortlx an ounce of gunpowder, 
many tons of that, ami of hottw commodities as they had to 
spend upon it. 'rnu*, the Spanish Navy got well lamed in the 
business ; Spanish Fliad. blown mostly to destruction, — ‘ Roads 
of Messina, lOth August 171B,’ by the dextrous Byng (a 
creditable handy fJgui'e both in Fence and War) and his con- 
siderable Sealiglit there :-™if that was an object to Spain or 
mankind, that was iuvomplished. But the ‘War,’ except that 
many men wt'ri* killtHl in it, and much vain babble was uttered 
upon it, ranks oUnTwise with that of Don Quixote, for 
e.omjuesl. of lilt' em'hantetl Helmet of Mambrino, which when 
lookwl into proved to Im a Barber’s Basin. 

(’(ingress of (kuubrai, and other high Gatherings and con- 
vulsive Doings, which all proved futile, and look almost like 
laplnnd witchcraft now to ua, will have to follow this futility 
of a War. It is the first of a long series of enchanted 
adventures, on which Kais(*r Karl,- — duelling with that Spanish 
Virago, Satan's Invisible World in the rear of her, — ^has now 
ctnlmrktKl, to the ww; of mankind, for the rest of his life. 
The fimt of thi»se terrilico-ludicrous paroxysms of crisis into 
whicli he throws the European Universe; he with his 
F.nchaiitei BarlH;r*a-Bii.sin enterprises; — as perhaps was fit 
enough, in an epoch jircstded over by the Nightmares. Con- 
gress of Citinhrai is to follow ; and much else equally spectral. 
About all which there will Ik; enough to say anon ! For it 
was a fearful ojicmtion, though a ludicrous one, this of the 
poor Kaiser ; and it tormentetl not the big Nations only, and 
threw an absuni Europe into paroxysm after paroxysm ; but 
it whirled up, in its widt* swc('piug skirts, our little Fritz and 
his Sister, and ahnwt dashed the lives out of them, as we shall 
see ! Which last is jierhaps tlie one claim it now has to a 
cursojy mention from mankind. 

Byng's Seaflght, done with due dexterity of manoeuvering, 
and then wiHi due emphasis of broadsiding, decisive of that 
alisurd War, «id almost the one creditable action in it, dates 
itself 1 0th August 1718. And about three months later, on 
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the mimic stage at Paris there came out a piece, CEdvpe the 
title of it,^ by one Fran 9 ois Arouet, a young gentlema about 
twenty-two ; and had such a run as seldom was ; — apprising 
the French Populations that, to all appearance, a new man of 
genius had appeared among them (not intimating what work 
he would do) ; and greatly angering old M. Ainuet of the 
Chamber of Accounts ; who thereby found his Son as good as 
cast into the whirlpools, and a solid Law-career thenceforth 
impossible for the young fool. — ^The name of that ^ M. Arouet 
junior ’ changes itself, some years hence, into M. de Voltaire ; 
under which latter designation he will conspicuously reappear 
in this Narrative. 

And now we will go to our little Crown-Prince again — 
ignorant, he, of all this that is mounting up in the distance, 
and that it will envelop him one day. 


CHAPTER XI 

OF THE crown-prince’s PROGRESS IN HIS 
SCHOOLING 

WiLHELMiNA says, ^ her Brother was ^ slow ’ in learning : we 
may presume, she means idle, volatile, not always prompt in 
fixing his attention to what did not interest him. Moreover, 
he was often weakly in health, as she herself adds ; so that 
exertion was not recommendable for him. Herr von Loen (a 
witty Prussian Official, and famed man-of-letters once, though 
forgotten now) testifies expressly that the Boy was of bright 
parts, and that he made rapid progress. ^ The Crown-Prince 
manifests in this tender age ’ (his seventh year) ^ an uncommon 
capacity ; nay we may say, something quite extraordinary 
gcmz Ausssrordei^Uches^ He is a most alert and 
vivacious Prince ; he has fine and sprightly manners ; and 
^ xSth November 1718# 2 M^moireSf i. 2,2* 



CHAP. XI.] CROWN-PRINCE’S PROGRESS 419 

17I3'I723] 

shows a certain kindly sociality, and so affectionate a dispo- 
sition that all things may be hoped of him. The French 
Lady who (under Roucoulles) ‘ has had charge of his learning 
hitherto, cannot speak of him without enthusiasm. un 

esprit angelique (A little angel),’’ she is wont to say. He 
takes up, and learns, whatever is put before him, with the 
greatest facility. ’ ^ 

For the rest, that Friedrich Wilhelm’s intentions and 
Rhadamanthine regulations, in regard to him, were fulfilled in 
every point, we will by no means affirm. Rules of such 
exceeding preciseness, if grounded here and there only on the 
sic-voloy how could they be always kept, except on the surface 
and to the eye merely ? The good Duhan, diligent to open 
his pupil’s mind, and give Nature fair-play, had practically 
found it inexpedient to tie him too rigorously to the arbitrary 
formal departments where no natural curiosity, but only order 
from without, urges the ingenious pupil. What maximum 
strictness in school-drill there can have been, we may infer 
from one thing, were there no other : the ingenious Pupil’s 
mode of spelling. Fritz learned to write a fine, free-flowing, 
rapid and legible business-hand; ^Arithmetic’ too, ^Geo- 
graphy,’ and many other Useful Knowledges that had some 
geniality of character, or attractiveness in practice, were among 
his acquisitions ; much, very much he learned in the coxn^e of 
his life ; but to spelly much more to punctuate, and subdue 
the higher mysteries of Grammar to himself, was always an 
unachievable perfection. He did improve somewhat in after 
life ; but here is the length to which he had carried that 
necessary art in the course of nine-years’ exertion, under Duhan 
and the subsidiary preceptors ; it is in the following words 
and alphabetic letters that he gratefully bids Duhan farewell, 
— ^who surely cannot have been a very strict drill-sergeant in 
the arbitrary branches of schooling ! 

^ Mon cher Duhan Je Vous promais (promets) que quandfaure^ (j’aum) 
mon propre argent en main, je Vous donnerez (donnerai) enuekment 

^ Voa Loen Kleins Sckriften, ii, 27 cited in Rodenbeck No. iv. 479)* 



420 APPRENTICESHIP, FIRST STAGE [bookiv. 

[1713-1723 

(anHuellement) 2400 ecu (ecus) par an, etje vous aimerais (oimexai) toujour 
encor (toujours encore) un peu plus qastem'e (qu’a cette lieure) s'il me 
Vest (m'est) posible (possible)/ 

^ My dear Duban^ — I promise to you^ tbat wben I shall have my money 
in my own hands^ I will give you annually 2400 crowns' (say SSOi'.) ^ emry 
year ; and that I will love you always even a little more than at present^ 
if that be possible. 

^FninERio P.R/ (Prince-Royal). 

^Potsdam le 20 de juin 1727.’ 1 

The Document has otherwise its beauty ; but such is the 
spelling of it. In fact his Grammar^ as he would himself 
now and then regretfully discern, in riper years, with some 
transient attempt or resolution to remedy or help it, seems to 
have come mainly by nature ; so likewise his ^ stylus ’ both in 
French and German, — a very fair style, too, in the former 
dialect : — but as to his spelling, let him try as he liked, he 
never came within sight of perfection. 

The things ordered with such rigorous minuteness, if but 
ai’bitrary things, were apt to be neglected; the things 
forbidden, especially in the like case, were apt to become 
doubly tempting. It appears, the prohibition of Latin gave 
rise to various attempts, on the part of Friedrich, to attain 
that desirable Language. Secret lessons, not from Duhan, but 
no doubt’ with Duhan’s connivance, were from time to time 
undertaken with this view : once, it is recorded, the vigilant 
PViedrich Wilhelm, going his rounds, came upon Fritz and one 
of his Preceptors (not Duhan but a subaltern) actually engaged 
in this illicit employment. Friedrich himself was wont to 
relate this anecdote in after life.^ They had Latin books, 
dictionaries, grammars on the table, all the contrabrand 
apparatus; busy with it there, like a pair of coiners taken in 
the fact. Among other Books was a copy of the Golden Bull 
of Kaiser Karl iv ., — Aurea Bulla^ from the little golden bullets 
or pellets hung to it, — ^by which sublime Document, as perhaps 

^ Fteuss, i. 22. 

® Btsching, Beitr&gi m dir Lebensgesckichte denkwHrdiger Persan&u v. 33. 
Prchss, 2^ . , ' . ^ 
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wc liinit'd Itm;' a.q;t>, tvrtivin HO-ciillal l''iuulfuiu‘ntnl Constitu- 
lions, or lit. Ifiisl iurinnlilicH iind sulemu pradiccs, method of 
elcfl.ion, rule of procfilcnce, and the like, of the Holy Roman 
Enipin*, hud at lust hccn wUlwl on a HUre footing, by that 
busy UMlf Kuiscr, amne three hnndnal and lifty years before; 
a I JoemiH'iit. venerable ahnost next to the Bible in IMedrich 
Wilhelm's loyal eyes. ‘ What is this ; what are you venturing 
upon hi'TOr'’ eselninis Paternal Vigilance, in an astonished 
dan;;erous tone. " Ihm MtijtMiiU 'ifh (km Pmtzm 

Autriini eselaiuied I he Inanhliiig pedagogue: ‘Your 

Maje.sl v, I am enplaining Atitru HuUa (Golden Bull) to the 
Prinee!’ ‘ Gog, 1 will Golden-Bull you!’ said his Majesty, 
fUnnishing his nil tan, VM will tlkh, Sclturkr, he-imrmn- 
hiillnml' which sent the lerrilied wretch off at the top of his 
spml, am! einied t he bit in for that time.' 

Fried rich ’.s bd in could never come to much, under these 
impediment'. But he retuiuiHl some smatterings of it in 
malnre life; and was rntluT fund of producing his ela.ssical 
.scraps, often in an idlogethcr mouldy, and indeed hitherto 
itiespliral.l.- eoiidilion. ‘/>f ptdlimx mm e.H ili.y>iito>nlitii,' 
^Hmli jioxnAaikx,' A 'nmpilk uUmre,' ‘/fcfl/us pimpnrx xp-intm-' 
the nienning of these can lie giaissed . lint ‘ 'I'ol vcrlxui tot 
tiptmdtnt' for e%nmiil<‘, wliat. can any commentator make of 
liml f * Ft'diim knk\' ‘ Dominus rohm-nin^ ' Fkclamxtx gmta,' 
‘•Quod Ihw miUtiidum' i thesis pbrnscs too, and some three or 
four ulhcrs of this like, have been riddled from his Writings 
hy diligent men *0 /iwpara, (I wwr&t/ \ou see I dont 
forget my Ijilin,’ writes im once. 

'I'he wm-st fruit of these conlralMind operations was, that 
they involved the Boy in clandestine pmctices, secret disobedi- 
ences, apt to bo found out from time to time, and tended to 
alienate hi» Father from him. Of which sad mutual humour 
we already find traces in that early Wusterhausen Document : 

* 1 3S6* 

* P»«uM (i. 34) furniihe* the whole »tock of them. 
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‘ Not to be so dirty,’ says the reproving Father. And the 
Boy does not take to hunting at all, likes verses, story-books, 
flute-playing better ; seems to be of efieminate tendencies, an 
effeminvrter Kerl\ affects French modes, combs -out his hair 
like a cockatoo, the foolish French fop, instead of conforming 
to the Army-regulation, which prescribes close-cropping and 
a club ! 

This latter grievance Friedrich Wilhelm decided, at last, to 
abate, and have done with ; this, for one. It is an authentic 
fact, though not dated, — dating perhaps from about Fritz’s 
fifteenth year. ‘Fritz is a QjMrffehfer imd Poet,' not a 
Soldier ! would his indignant Father growl ; looking at those 
foreign effeminate ways of his. Quer^eife, that is simply 
‘German-flute,’ ‘ Cross-^e' {ot of any kind, for we 
•p.nglish have thriftily made two useful words out of the 
Peutsch root); ‘Cross-pipe,’ being held across the mouth 
horizontally. Worthless employment, if you are not bom to 
be of the regimental band ! thinks Friedrich Wilhelm. Fritz 
is celebrated, too, for his fine foot; a dapper little fellow, 
altogether pretty in the eyes of simple female courtiers, with 
his hlond locks combed-out at the temples, with his bright 
eyes, sharp wit and sparkling capricious ways. The cockatoo 
locks, these at least we will abate! decides the Paternal 
mind. 

And so, unexpectedly, Friedrich Wilhelm has commanded 
these bright locks, as contrary to military fashion, of which 
Fritz has now unworthily the honour of being a specimen, to 
be ruthlessly shorn away. Inexorable: the Hof-CUrurgm 
(Court - Surgeon, of the nature of Barber - Surgeon), with 
rassors and comb, is hem ; ruthle® Father standing by. 
drop him, my Jolly Barber ; close down to the accurate 
standard ; soaped club, instra^ of flowing locks ; we suffer 
no exceptions in this military department ; I stand here tiU 
it is done. Poor Fritz, they say, had tears in his eyes ; but 
what help in tears? The judicious Chirurgus, however, 
«rnvpd mercifiil. The judidous Qiirurgus struck in as if 
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nothing laatli, mindi, mxmk; aiul nmk a great show of 
dipping. Fri<‘{tridi Wilhdin took a luavspaper till the job 
wert! <lone ; t.ho jiuHcious Barber, still making a great show 
of work, coinhec! back rathcw thati cut off these Apollo locks ; 
cliil Fritz niHntrately ittio Hoa}H‘tl <tlub, to the cursory eye; 
but k'dt biiu capable of shakiugK)ut his cheveluro again on 
occasioiu—to iiie laHlJng graliludc of kritz*^ 

On five wlioli*, an we said, yotith needs good assiniilating 
|'K;>w«'r, i'f he is tt) grs>w in this world ! Noitenius and Pau- 
ztmdorf, for iuHlance, they were Intsy ^teaching Friedrich 
itdigiom'* Haiher a strange operation tins too, if we were to 
look into it* We will not look too closely* Another pair 
of excdhnit nu>st soliunn drill - sergeants, in clerical black 
serge ; they also are busy instilling dark <loctrines into the 
briglrt yotuig Boy, so far m possible ; but do not seem at 
any lime to liavo imide too deep an impression on him* 
May we not .sn,y that, in matter of religion too, Friedrich was 
but ill-bestcfid ? iMiligbitaied Fdict-of-Nantes Protestantism, 
a cross between Bayh* am! f’alvin; that was but indifferent 
babds-milk to t he I title criaiturc!* N(tr could Noltenms‘’s 
(lateclikirH and p<u^dfn>us drill-exercise in orthodox theology, 
much inspire a clear Mm\ with pieties, and tendencies to soar 
Ucav'cnward* 

Alas, it is a dtiairy litter indeed, mere wagonload on 
wjigontoad of sliot-rubbisb, that is heaped round this new 
hiiiimn |>Iaitt, l)y Noitenius and (lompanv, among others. A 
wonder only that tlmy did not exlitiguish all Sense of the 
Highest ill the poor young sou!, imd leave only a Sense of 
the Dreariest and Stupidest. liut a healthy human soul 
mn stand a great deal* The healthy soul shakes off, in 
an uu(‘x.p<H'i<‘dly victorious manner, immense masses of dry 
rubbisli that have been shot upon it by its assiduous 

* t^reuis, L s6# 
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pedagogues and professors. What would become of any of 
us otherwise I Duhan, opening the young soul, by such 
modest gifts as Duhan had, to recognise black from white 
a little, in this embroiled high Universe, is probably an 
exception in some small measure. But, Duhan excepted, it 
may be said to have been in spite of most of his teachers, 
and their diligent endeavours, that Friedrich did acquire some 
human piety; kept the sense of truth alive in his mind; 

in whatever words he phrased it, the divine eternal 
nature of Duty ; and managed, in the muddiest element and 
most eclipsed Age ever known, to steer by the heavenly load- 
stars and (so we must candidly term it) to Jbllow God’s Law, 
in some measure, with or without Noltenius for company. 

Noltenius’s Catechism^ or ghostly Drill-manual for Fritz, at 
least the Catechism he had plied Wilhelmina with, which no 
doubt was the same, is still extant.^ A very abstruse Piece , 
orthodox Lutheran - Calvinist, all proved from Scripture ; 
giving what account it can of this unfathomable Universe, to 
the young mind. To modern Prussians it by no means shines 
as the indubitablest Theory of the Univex'se. Indignant 
modem Prussians produce excerpts from it, of an abstruse 
nature; and endeavour to deduce therefrom some of Fried- 
rich’s aberrations in matters of religion, which became notorious 
enough by and by. Alas, I fear, it would not have been easy, 
even for the modern Prussian, to produce a perfect Catechism 
for the use of Friedrich ; this Universe still continues a little 
abstruse ! 

And there is another deeper thing to be remarked * the 
notion of ^ teaching ’ religion, in the way of drill-exercise ; 
which is a very strange notion, though a common one, and 
not peculiar to Noltenius and Friedrich Wilhelm. Piety to 
God, the nobleness that inspires a human soul to struggle 
Heavenward, cannot be ^taught’ by the most exquisite cate- 
chisms, or the most industrious preachings and drillings. 
No ; ajas, no. Only by far other methods, — chiefly by silent 
^ i. 15 ; — specimens of it in Rodenbeck. 
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and monunil, and aided then by a kind of mimcle, well enough 
named * the grace of God,’ — can that sacred contagion pass 
from sold into soul. How much beyond whole Libraries of 
orthodox 'I'hcology is, sometimes, the mute action, the uncon- 
scious look of a father, of a mother, who had in them 
‘ Devontness, pious Nobleness’! In whom the young soul, 
not unobservant, though not consciously observing, came at 
length to recognise it ; to read it, in this irrefragable manner • 
a HCtHl planted thenceforth in the centre of his holiest affections 
forevermore ! 

Noltcnius wore black serge ; kept the corners of his mouth 
well tlown ; and had written a Catechism of rejmte ; hut I 
know not that Noltenius cairied much seed of liviug piety 
about with him ; much affection from, or for, young Eritz he 
could not well carry. On tlie whole, it i.s a bad outlook on 
f ile religious side ; and except in Apprenticeship to the rugged 
and as yet repulsive Honesties of Eriedrich Wilhelm, I see 
no good element in it. Baylc- Calvin, with Noltenius and 
Catechisms of repute- there is no ‘religion’ to be had for 
a little Fritz out of all that. Endless Doubt will be provided 
for him out of all that, probably disbelief of all that;— and, 
on the whole, if any form at all, a very scraggy form of 
moral existence; from which the Highest shall be hopelessly 
absent ; and in which anything High, anything not I.ow and 
Lying, will have double merit. 

It i.H indeed amazing what quantities and kinds of extinct 
ideas apply for belief, sometimes in a menacing manner, to 
the poor mind of man, and poor mind of child, in these days. 
They come bullying in upon him, in masses, as if they were 
quite living ideas ; ideas of a dreadfully indispensable nature, 
the evident counterpart, and salutary interpretation, of Facts 
round him, which, it is promised the poor young creature, he 
Ml recognise to covrc.s})on(l with them, one day. At which 
* coireBpondence,' when the Facts are once well recognised, he 
has at last to ask himself with amazement, ‘Did I ever 
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disobedience and intolerable perversity ; they will be the ruin 
of Prussia and of Fritz ! — ^Here, in fact, has a great sorrow 
risen. We perceive the first small cracks of incurable divisions 
in the royal household ; the breaking-out of fountains of 
bitterness, which by and by spread wide enough. A young 
sprightly, capricious and vivacious Boy, inclined to self-will, 
had it been permitted ; developing himself into foreign tastes, 
into French airs and ways ; very ill seen by the heavy-footed 
practical Germanic Majesty. 

The beginnings of this sad discrepancy are traceable from 
Friedrich’s sixth or seventh year : ^ Not so dirty. Boy I ’ And 
there could be no lack of growth in the mutual ill-humour, 
while the Boy himself continued growing ; enlarging in bulk 
and in activity of his own. Plenty of new children come, to 
divide our regard withal, and more are coming; five new 
Princesses, wise little Ulrique the youngest of them (named of 
Sweden and the happy Swedish Treaty), whom we love much 
for her grave staid ways. Nay, next after Ulrique comes even 
a new Prince; August Wilhelm, ten years younger than 
Friedrich; and is growing up much more according to the 
paternal heart. Pretty children, all of them, more or less; 
and towardly, and comfortable to a Father ; — and the worst 
of them a paragon of beauty, in comparison to perverse, 
clandestine, disobedient Fritz, with his French fopperies, 
flutings, and cockatoo fashions of hair ! — 

And so the silent divulsion, silent on Fritz’s part, exploding 
loud enough now and then on his Father’s part, goes steadily 
on, splitting ever wider ; new offences ever superadding them- 
selves. Till, at last, the rugged Father has grown to hate the 
son; and longs, with sorrowful indignation, that it were 
possible to make August Wilhelm Crown-Prince in his stead. 
This Fritz ought to fashion himself according to his Father’s 
pattern, a well-meant honest pattern ; and he does not ! 
Alas, your Majesty, it cannot be. It is the new generation 
come ; which cannot live quite as the old one did. A perennial 
controversy in human life ; coeval with the genealogies of men. 
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This little Boy should have been the excellent paternal 
Majesty’s exact counterpart ; resembling him at all points, 

‘ as a little sixpence does a big half-crown ’ : but we perceive 
he cannot. This is a new coin, with a stamp of its own. 
A surprising Friedrich d^or this; and may prove a good 
piece yet ; but will never be the half-crown your Majesty 
requires ! — 

Conceive a rugged thick-sided Squire Western, of supreme 
degree, — ^for this Squire Western is a hot Hohenzollern, and 
wears a crown royal ; — conceive such a burly ne-'plus-ultra of 
a Squire, with his broad-based rectitudes and surly irrefraga- 
bilities ; the honest German instincts of the man, convictions 
certain as the Fates, but capable of no utterance, or next to 
none, in words ; and that he produces a Son who takes unto 
Voltairism, piping, fiddling and belles-lettres, with apparently 
a total contempt for Grumkow and the giant-regiment 1 
Sulphurous rage, in gusts or in lasting tempests, rising 
from a fund of just implacability, is inevitable. Such as we 
shall see. 

The Mother, as mothers will, secretly favours Fritz ; anxious 
to screen him in the day of high- wind. Withal she has plans 
of her own in regard to Fritz, and the others ; being a lady of 
many plans. That of the ‘ Double-Marriage,’ for example ; of 
marrying her Prince and Princess to a Princess and Prince 
of the English-Hanoverian House ; it was a pleasant eligible 
plan, consented to by Papa and the other parties ; but when 
it came to be perfected by treaty, amid the rubs of external 
and internal politics, what new amazing discrepancies rose upon 
her poor children and her ! Fearfully aggravating the quarrel 
of Father and Son, almost to the fatal point. Of that 
^Double-Marriage,’ whirled up in a universe of intriguing 
diplomacies, in the ^ skirts of the Kaiser’s huge Spectre- 
Hunt,’ as we have called ii^ there will he sad things to say 
by and by. 
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Fhnw htT MajfHly has ; aiul .silently a will of her own. She 
loves all her chiUlnni, e«i)tseittlly Fritz, and would so love that 
they loved lu!r. -™.4’’or the reat, all along, Fritz and Wilhelmina 
Hfi! sure allies. \Vu pereeive they have fallen into a kind of 
eipluT sjH-eeli ; * they coinnumieate with one another by tele- 
gra{>hi«' .signs. One of their winds, ‘ Ungotin (Stumpy),’ whom 
dues the render think it tlesignates P Papa himself, the Royal 
Majesty of Prassin, I'’rittlrich Wilhelm i., he to his rebellious 
children is tyrant ‘Slinnpy,’ and no better; being indeed 
short of stature, and j.fro\\ ing ever thicker, and surlier in these 
provoeatioiw !— 


Such incurable diNcrep!itu'i(!.s have risen in the Hcrlin Palace : 
fouutaius of bitterness flowing ever wider, till they made 
life all bitter for Son and for Father ; necessitating the proud 
Son to hyjMK'risies towimls his terrible Father, which were very 
foreign to the proud youth, had there been any other resource. 
But there was none, now or afterwards. Even when the 
young man, driven to reflection and insight by intolerable 
iid).crii‘s, had begun to r<'cognis(> the worth of his surly 
Hhmlanmnthine Father, and the intrinsic wi.sdom of much 
Hint ho had meant with him, the Father hardly ever could, or 
c(juld only by fits, completely na-ognise the Sou’s wortli. 
Rugged siwpiciomi Paym requires always to be humoured, 
cajoleil, even when our feeling towards him is genuine and 
loyal. I‘’t !cdiich, to Uie last, we can jierceive, has to assume 
masqucHule in addressing him, in writing to him, — and, in 
spite of real love, must have felt it a relief when such a thing 
was owr. 

That is, oil along, a sad element of Friedrich’s education ! 
Out of which there might have come incalculable damage to 
the young man, had his naturally assimilative powers, to 
ejftract benefit from all tlrings, been less considarable. As it 
was, he gained self-help from it ; gained reticence, the power 
to keep Ms own counsel ; and did not let the hypocrisy take 
* Minidm dt 1, i68. 
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hold of him, or be other than a hateful compulsory masquerade. 
At an uncommonly early age, he stands before us accomplished 
in endurance, for one thing ; a very bright young Stoic of his 
sort ; silently prepared for the injustices of men and things. 
And as for the masquerade, let us hope it was essentially 
foreign even to the skin of the man ! The reader will judge as 
he goes on. ^ Je ibai jamais trompe personne durant ma w, I 
have never deceived anybody during my life; still less will 
I deceive posterity,’^ writes Friedrich when his head was now 
grown very gray. 


CHAPTER XIII 

RESULTS OF THE CROTVN- PRINCE’S SCHOOLING 

Neither as to intellectual culture, in Duhan’s special 
sphere, and with all Duhan’s goodwill, was the opportunity 
extremely golden. It cannot be said that Friedrich, who 
spells in the way we saw, ^ asteure ’ for ^ oL cette heure^ has 
made shining acquisitions on the literary side. However, in 
the longrun it becomes clear, his intellect, roving on devious 
courses, or plodding along the prescribed tram-roads, had 
been wide awake ; and busy all the while, bringing-in abun- 
dant pabulum of an irregular nature. 

He did learn ^Arithmetic,’ "^Geography,’ and the other 
useful knowledges that were indispensable to him* He knows 
History extensively ; though rather the Roman, French, and 
general European as the French have taught it him, than 
that of ‘ Hessen, Brunswick, England,’ or even the ‘ Electoral 
and Ri^al House of Brandenburg,’ which Papa had recom- 
mended. He read History, where he could find it readable, 
to the e»d of Ms life ^ early b^un r^feding it, — 

immensely eager to leai^ in his Kttle lead^ wha^^ strange 

^ Minudres depuis la Faix 1763-1774 (A vaiit-Propos), 

(Etwres^ vii. S. 
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iMHni, iiiul wcto^ in thin strange Planet he was 

coiisn into. 

\\h* iHitire with a lively taste for facts in the 

iiitlt' Ht>v ; whieh coiiUimed to be the taste of the Man, in 
an eiuiiM'nt (inj^rcc. Fictions he also knows ; an eager ex- 
tenHivt! render ot wlml is calicil Voetry, Litei'ature, and himself 
a js'vfonnin- in that provim-ii by and by : but it is observable 
how much of Uviilisin there always is in his Literature; how 
close, hci«j jw t‘lMcwh<‘rc, he always hangs on the pi’actical 
troth of things ; iiow Fiction itself is either an expository 
illuslrnlive ganncnl of Fact, or else is of no value to him. 
Itomiinlic nauiem of his literature are mudr disappointed in 
cousc(|Ufncc, and pron<mn<-c it bad Literature ; — and sure 
enougli, in several senses, it is not to be called good I Bad 
Literature, they say ; shallow, barren, most unsatisfactory to 
a rewler of romantic appclites. Which is a correct verdict, 
as to the romantic np[>e{.il.ca and it. But to the man himself, 
this qtnilily of mind is of immense moment and advantage; 
and forJHS truly tlm latsis of all he was good for in life. Once 
for all, he Ims no pleimure in dreams, in particoloured clouds 
a«<l nothin", lu'ssi'fi. All his curiosities gravitate towards what 
exists, wluit hfw being and reality round him. That is the 
.signiliemd. thing to him ; that he would right gladly know, 
being already related to that, as friend or as enemy; and 
feeling an uncoiwicious indissoluble kinship, who sbaU say of 
what imporlnncc, towards all that. For he too is a little 
Fact, big lUi ma be to himself ; and in the whole Universe 
tlicre oxisfai nothing as fact but is a fellow-creature of his. 

That our little Fritz tendi that way, ought to give Nol- 
tenius, Finkenstdln and otter interested parties, the very 
high»t satisfaction. It is an excellent symptom of his intel- 
lect this of gravitating irresistibly towards realities. Better 
symptom of its quality (whatever there be of it), 

huinmi intellte cannot show fee itself. However it m%y 
go with literature, and tattefactiwa fe readers of romantic 
appetite^ thk young «otd promises to teome a successful 
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Worker one day, and to do something under the Sun. For 
work is of an extremely unfictitious nature ; and no man can 
roof his house with clouds and moonshine, so as to turn the 
rain from him. 

It is also to be noted that his style of French, though he 
spelt it so ill, and never had the least mastery of punctua- 
tion, has real merit. Rapidity, easy vivacity, perfect clearness, 
here and there a certain quaint expressiveness : on the whole, 
he hstd learned the Art of Speech, from those old French 
Governesses, in those old and new French Books of his. We 
can also say of his Literature, of what he hastily wrote in 
mature life, that it has much more worth, even as Literature, 
than the common romantic appetite assigns to it. A vein 
of distinct sense, and good interior articulation, is never 
wanting in that thin-flowing utterance. The true is well 
riddled out from amid the false ; the important and essential 
are alone given us, the unimportant and superfluous honestly 
thrown away. A lean wiry veracity (an immense advantage 
in any Literature, good or bad !) is everywhere beneficently 
observable; the quality of the intellect always extremely 
good, whatever its quantity may be. 

It is true, his spelling, — ^ asteure ’ for ‘ d cette heurSy — is 
very bad. And as for punctuation, he never could under- 
stand the mystery of it ; he merely scatters a few commas 
and dashes, as if they were shaken out of a pepper-box upon 
his page, and so leaves it. These are deficiencies lying very 
bare to criticism; and I confess I never could completely 
understand them in such a man. He that would have 
ordered arrest for the smallest speck of mud on a man’s 
buff-belt, indignant that any pipe-clayed portion of a man 
should not be perfectly pipe-clayed : how could he tolerate 
false Spelling, and commas shaken as out of a pepper-box 
over his page ? It is probable he cared little about Litera- 
ture, after all ; cared, at least, only about the essentials of it ; 
had practically no ambition for himself, or none considerable, 
in that kind ; — and so might reckon exact obedience and 
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punctuality, in a soldier, more important than good spelling 
to an amateur literary man. He never minded snuff upon 
his own chin, not even upon his waistcoat and breeches : A 
merely superficial thing, not worth bothering about, in the 
press of real business ! — 

That Friedrich’s Course of Education did on the whole 
prosper, in spite of every drawback, is known to all men. 
He came out of it a man of clear and ever-improving intel- 
ligence ; equipped with knowledge, true in essentials, if not 
punctiliously exact, upon all manner of practical and specu- 
lative things, to a degree not only unexampled among modem 
Sovereign Princes so-called, but such as to distinguish him 
even among the studious class. Nay many ^ Men-of-Letters ’ 
have made a reputation for themselves with but a fraction 
of the real knowledge concerning men and things, past and 
present, which Friedrich was possessed of. Alr^y at the 
time when action came to be demanded of him, he was what 
we must call a well-informed and cultivated man; which 
character he never ceased to merit more and more ; and as 
for the action, and the actions, — ^we shall see whether he was 
fit for these or not. 

One point of supreme importance in his Education was all 
along made sure of, by the mere presence and presidence of 
Friedrich Wilhelm in the business : That there was an in- 
flexible law of discipline everywhere active in it ; that there 
was a Spartan rigour, fnigality, veracity inculcated upon him. 
‘ Economy he is to study to the bottom ’ ; and not only so, 
but, in another sense of the word, he is to practise economy ; 
and does, or else suflers for not doing it. Economic of his 
time, first of all ; generally every other noble economy will 
follow out of that, if a man once understand and practise 
that. Here was a truly valuable foundation laid ; and as for 
the rest. Nature, in spite of shot-rubbish, had to do what she 
could in the rest. 

But Nature had been very kind to this new child of hers. 
And among the confused hurtful elements of his Schooling, 

VOL. I. 2 m 
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there was always, as we say, this eminently salutary and most 
potent one, of its being, in the gross, cm Apprenticeship to 
Friedrich Wilhelm the Rhadamanthine Spartan King, who 
hates from his heart all empty Nonsense, and XJnveracity 
most of all. Which one element, well aided by docility, by 
openness and loyalty of mind, on the Pupil’s part, proved at 
length sufficient to conquer the others ; as it were to burn-up 
all the others, and reduce their sour dark smoke, abounding 
everywhere, into flame and illumination mostly. This radiant 
swift-paced Son owed much to the surly, irascible, sure-footed 
Father that bred him. Friedrich did at length see into 
Friedrich Wilhelm, across the abstruse, thunderous, sulphurous 
embodiments and accompaniments of the man ; — and proved 
himself, in all manner of important respects, the filial sequel 
of Friedrich Wilhelm. These remarks of a certain Editor 
are perhaps worth adding : 

^ Friedrich Wilhelm, King of Prussia, did not set-up for a Pestalozzi ; 
and the plan of Education for his Son is open to manifold objections. 
Nevertheless, as Schoolmasters go, 1 much prefer him to most others we 
have at present. The wild man had discerned, with his rugged natural 
intelligence (not wasted away in the idle element of speaking and of 
being spoken to, but kept wholesomely eilent for most part). That human 
education is not, and cannot be, a thing of vocables. That it is a thing 
of earnest facts ; of capabilities developed, of habits established, of dis- 
positions well dealt with, of tendencies confirmed and tendencies re- 
pressed: — a laborious separating of the character into t'wo firmaments ; 
shutting down the subterranean, well down and deep ; an earth and 
waters, and what lies under them ; then your everlasting azure sky, 
and immeasurable depths of asther, hanging serene overhead. To make 
of the human soul a Cosmos, so far as possible, that was Friedrich 
Wilhelm’s dumb notion : not to leave the human soul a mere Chaos 
how much less a Singing or eloquently Spouting Chaos, which is ten 
times worse than a Chaos left mute, confessedly chaotic and not cosmic 1 
To develop the man into doing something ; and withal into doing it as 
the Universe and the Eternal Laws require, — ^which is hut another 
name for really doing and not merely seeming to do it : — ^that was 
B^iedrich Wilhelm’s dumb notion : and it was, I can assure you, very 
W firom being a one, though there was no Latin in it, and much 

of Prussian pipeclay !' 
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lint tine Congress of Canibnu is met, and much else is met 
aii<I parted : and th«! KaiseCs Spectre-Hunt, especially his 
Duel with tht* She-I)ragon of Spain, is in full course ; and it 
is time we were saying sonu'tliing of the Double-Marriage in 

a directly narrative way. 
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